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1800. — The harvest of the precediDg year, in the vicinity of 
Newcastle, was so backward, that a quantitv of oats was not cut 
till near the end of January this year, at Leadgate, in the parish of 
Ryton ; and at that late period, oats were standing uncut at Hed- 
ley, and other southern parts of Northumberland. In consequence 
of the failure of the above harvest, together with the effects of 
war, a great dearth prevailed, and wheat in Newcastle market was 
frequently sold at two guineas a boll, two Winchester bushels. A 
subscription was formed at Durham for assisting the poor of that 
city and its neighbourhood. The hall of St. Nicholas workhouse 
was fitted up as a soup kitchen, and a great quantity of soup, &c., 
was distributed to the poor at a very moderate charge. 

Jan. 27. — Died, Francis Hill, well known by the name of Old 
Franky, He had attended in a sod hut on the road between New- 
castle and Shields for upwards of fifty years, to solicit the charity 
by which his harmless existence was supported. 

March 2. — Three prisoners, named John Duterside, under sen- 
tence of transportation, Richard Lowe, committed for forgery, 
and Thomas Graham, committed for high-way robbery, effected 
their escape from the gaol of Newcastle. By wrenching a bar from 
the inside of the chimney of their cell they forced their way up 
the chimney to the roof of the prison, whence, by cutting their 
bed-clothes and knotting the pieces together, which they tied to a 
sun-dial on the roof, they descended to the field adjoining Oallow- 
gate. John Sill, convicted with Outerside, attempted to escape at 
the same time, but beine rather corpulent, he stuck fast in the 
chimney, and could neither get out nor back again, till he was 
assisted down by the keepers. Outerside was taken the same day 
by the intrepidity of Mr. Gale, the gaoler, at Woodend, near Bea- 
mish, and Graham would have shared the same fate, had some 
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countrymen who were spectators of the pursuit, lent their assist- 
ance ; while Mr. Gnle kept guard upon Outereide, he offered 5^. 
to any who would assist in the pursuit of Grohani, which they uni- 
Ibrnily refused. 

A similar escape was carried into effect the same day by four of 
the felons in the gaol at Morpeth, two of whom were soon taken. 
One of the above four prisoners who made their escape, was John 
Winter, of the notorious family of that name. 

1800 The beginning of this year, no leas than 69 out of 71 

vessels, laden with coals, from Sliields and Sunderland, were 
wrecked in their passage to London. 
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180O (April \J. — Died, in the 40th year of hia age, Mr. Solomon 
Hodgson, maay years printer and publisher of the Newcastle 
Chroniele newapaper, in the conduct of which, he uniformly ad- 
vBiiceil tlie genuine sentiments of his mind, uninfluenced by party 
or interest of any kind, and unconnected with any political club or 
society whatever. Firmly attached to the principles of constitu- 
tional liberty, to tecal the attention of his readers to those princi- 
files, was an object to which he devoted his chief exertions. He 
eelingly lamented the miseries of war ; and so long as he could do 
it coiiiiigteHtly with personal safety, he exercised the privilege of 
di^laring bis conscientious sentiments with boldness and freedom, 
bul ftlwuys without descending to licentiousness or personalitv. 
Wa remains lie interred in St. John's church-yard, under a table 
monunieat, next that of John Cunningham, the celebrated pastoral 
podt, who had been putronized, &c., by Mr. Thomas Slack, Mr. 
Hodfison's father-in-law. The above wood cut, for the use of 
whicYi I am indebted to Messrs. T. and J. Hodgson, was engraved 
by Mr. Thomas Bewick, and a few impressions from it were pre- 
sented to Mr. Hodgson's friends. 
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1800 (Mmf 1 1 ). — One hundred and forty-four vessels sailed from 
Shields, under coDvoy for the Baltic, having on board, beeidea 
other commoditiea, 1 1,600 chaldrone of cools, Newcastle measure. 

May 18. — Died, at the Grange, near Darlington, George Allan, 
eeq^ F.S.A. He was an indefatigable collector of topography and 
antiquities, and in addition to his own museum, he purchased the 
Wycliffc collection for less than 700^., of which the birda alone cost 
Mr. Tunstoll 5,000^ In or about 1768, Mr. Allan commenced his 
typographical labours, with a view of amusing himself by multiply- 
ing Qt on easy rate, any curious subject in antiquities or bic^raphy 
that struck his &ncy i all of which, trom tlie small number of copies 
printed, have long since become extremely rare. The Grange 
museum, which was purchased for 400^, forms at present the 
museum of the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcaatle. 
There ia an excellent likeness of Mr. Allan seated in council witli 
his coUcEtgue Hutchinson, prefixed to theeightli volume of Nichols 
Literary Anecdotes 

June 4. — Died, in the streets in Newcastle, William Barron, an 
eccentric, well known for many years by the name of" Biii^ Pta- 



Jum 8, — A person named Blenklnsop, a joiner of Newcastle. 
was observed by a woman to ascend the railing which surrounded 
the shaft of Lawson's main colliery at Dyker, near Newcastle, and 
to precipitate himself feet foremost into it, having previously 
thrown down his hat. She instantly gave the alarm, and on pro- 
per persons descending the pit, the body was found in a shockingly 
mangled condition occasioned by a fall of more than 137 fathoms. 
The following is a copy oi'a letter found in his pocket addressed to 
his wife : — " My dear Mary, I hope that God Almighty will so 
order things, that you will be better without than with your un- 
happy, unfortunate, but aHcctionate husband, Thomas BlenkinBop." 
For some weeks before, he had shewn strong symptoms of a <us- 
ordered mind, though this letter appeared to be written under the 
preralence of sanity. 

June 16. — Died, At Mill-green, near Ravensworth, Mary Brown, 
aged too years, 

July 13. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, William 
Thompson, an eccentric, well known by the name of " Traveller 
Billy. He was noted for his numerous gormandizing exploits, 
and his death was occasioned by endeavouring to swallow a 
shilling, which he was fearful would be taken from him. 

July 21. — A horse and gig took fright near the Carpenters' 
Tower, Newcastle, and set off in full gaUop down the narrow and 
very steep passage, called St. James' Lane, which leads from that 
place to Pandon-bank- The owner was thrown out, and much 
bruised, and the gig was dashed to pieces. The horse sprang over 
the wall into Pandon-bank, fell on his feet, and continued his career 
up the street into the lields, where he was retaken uninjured, 

Jfdy 26 Died, in the city of Durham, Mr. John tarrer. agid 

102 years. 
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1800 fAuff. lO;.— Died, at Dissington, Ann Wilson, aged 101 
years. She not only retained all her faculties to the laet, but 
worked hay that year, and did a variety of domestic employments. 

Atigutt 25 — Died, Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu, in the 80th year 
of her age. ITiis lady, who was the eldest daughter of Matthew, 
Robingon, eaq. of West Layton, in Yorkshire, married in 1742, 
Edward Montagu, esq. of East Denton, in Northumberland, emi- 
nent for his acijuirements in science, particularly in mathema- 
tics. The extraordinary talents and beauty of Mrs. Montagu have 
been much extolled, and her conversation was sought by all who 
were distinguished for learning and politeness. Her excellent let- 
ters have been published in 4 vols, 8vo., and her Essay on the 
writings and genius of Shakespeare, in answer to the trifling ob- 
jections of Voltaire, must always rank with the best illustrations 
of the bard of Avon. Mrs. Montagu survived her husband S5 
years. She fitted up Denton Hall in the Gothic stile. It is at 
present occupied by Hichard Hoyle, eacj. See July 12, 1766, and 
Attgtul 3, 1770, vol. i.pp. 258, and 274. 

September 28. — Died, at her house, in Northumberland -street, 
Newcastle, aged 78 years, Mrs. Priscitia Atlee, a widow lady of 
ample fortune, great part of which she expended in acts of piety 
and charity. Her remains were interred at All Saints" church; 
they were followed by thirteen coaches, and embalmed by the tears 
of the poor whom her benevolence had clothed and fed. 

This month, the foundation of the Roman wall, built by the em- 
peror Severus nearly 1600 years before, was taken up at Byker, 
east of Newcastle, in order to repair the highways. 

October 7. — Died, at Scaton Delaval, in Northumberland, the 
countess of Tyrconnell, aAer an illness of many months. She 
was the only child of the late Lord Delaval. 

The grand stand on the Town Moor, at Newcastle, was this year 
built. 

This year, as some workmen were levelling a barrow, about a 
quarter of a mile north of Bowsdon, in the parish of Lowick, in 
Northumberland, they found two urns inverted upon broad flags, 
and containing bones, which appeared to have been partially burnt. 
Previous to this another funeral um was turned up by the plough 
at Bowsdon HoUins. 

1801 ^Jan. IJ. — The Newcastle volunteers were drawn up on 
the Sandhill, and flred three most excellent voUies in honour of the 
legislative union between this country and Ireland. On this occa- 
sion, the corps, for the first time, mounted the union bearings in 
their colours, and marched along the bridge to the county of Dur- 
ham, where, in the presence of the Gateshead volunteers, they ex- 
pressed their resolution to be united. A similar celebration took 
place on (he part of the armed association. The colours of all the 
ships at tlie quay were hoisted. 

January 24. — A Are broke out in the printing-office occupied 
by Mr. John Taylor, in Church-street, Berwick, which raged with 
such violence, that the building (partly covered with thatch)^wa5 
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entirely destroyed, together with the stock and working impletnents. 
The fire broke out id a room used for drying printed paper. The 
loss was eBtiniBted at 1,000/. 

1801 fFa.5J^Died, in the Flesh Market, Newcastle, Mar- 
garet Robson, aged 103 years. She retained her faculties to the lost. 

February H. — Two soldiers of the 3d Lancashire militia on fur- 
lough, travelling betwcco Durham and Auckland, were so fatigued 
and distressed by the inclemency of tlie weather, that one of them 
on entering a public house near Butcher-row, and warming himself 
by the fire, fell backwards from his chair and expired ; the other, 
who was somewhat forward, was found dead under the park wall 
near Auckland, by a butcher going to Durham market. 

March H. — Died, ia the city of Durham, Mrs. Eleanor Crowe, 
aged 103 years. 

March 26. — The body of an old man, recognized to be that of 
an old mendicant, and his dog, were found floating in the river 
Tyne. opposite to the quay, Newcastle. They had been missing 
for more than a month, and were, dead, as they had lived, attached 
to each other; the cord by which the blind man had been led by 
bis four>footed friend being wrapped about his wrist. 

March 27. — A tumult took place in the corn-market at Sun- 
derland, in conseijuence of the price of wheat, 40«. being demanded 
by one of the dealers fur a boll of that grain. The populace im- 
mediately raked the kennels for dirt, with which they besmeared 
the farmer, who was glad to retreat to the Fountain inn, the win- 
dows of which house were assailed with stones and brick-bats, as 
were also those of the Half-Moon and Queen's Head. Besides the 
damage susttuned in the brittle materials of the houses attacked, a 

S|uantity of com was madly trodden under foot, and several of the 
armers' carts were liurried into the Wear, one of which was seen 
floating to the sea tlie next morning. A justice of the peace, with 
a few constables, seized upon one of the insurgents, and committed 
him to the Cage, but he was soon liberated by a body of the rioters. 
Things continued thus till about nine o'clock, when the justice, 
with an increased body of constables, again made their appearance, 
and read the riot act on the. steps of the George inn, by candle- 
light, but with so little success, that it was deemed prudent to 
plant a military guard round his house during the night. In the 
midst of the anVay, a party of the Lancashire militia was called 
out ; they loaded their muskets, but received no orders to fire. 

March 31. — Wonderful Newa !.' ! The London Courier of this 
day, and the Edinburgh Courant of April tlie 2d, contained ac- 
counts of the fail of the steeples of St. Nicholas and All Saints' 
churches, in Newcastle. The paragraph in the Courier was given 
in the form of an extract of a tetter, as follows ■ — " Newcastle, 
March 29. I seize the first opportunity to relate to you the un- 
expected destruction of the spire of St. Nicholas' church in this 
town, which, for elegance of design, lightness, and durability, had 
long been classed among the first productions of art in the norlh. 
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Ycaterday evening, about eight o'clock (after experiencing a. tine 
clay), we liad a smart sliower of rain, attended with a strong 
souuierly wind, wliicli increased considerably; at a little before 
nine, some stones fell from the steeple, one of which unfortimateiy 
alighted upon a young woman, and bruised her eo desperately that 
her life is in danger. It still continuing to blow strong, fears were 
entertained for the safety of the Eteeplc ; the butchers, who expose 
their meat for sale near the church, were very alert in removing 
it i the impending danger was swiftly sprend around. I, too, 
hearing of the dreadful alarm, was repairmg to view the cause of 
it, when I had scarcely letl the door, when the upper part of the 
steeple, and as low as the belfry, was removed Irom its long wonted 
situation, covering at some distance from its base, on the north sido 
(called the Flesli -market), with ruins. The roost painful part of 
the catastrophe is, that I, among others, have to lament the loss of 
seven of our fellow-creatures, who have fallen victims to their too 
ardent desire of saving their property ; four of them were butchers, 
one of whom belonged to Morpeth ; live more persons were se- 
verely hurt, but 1 trust not dangerously. A public-house near to 
the church was nearly levelled with the ground, and several olhtr 
buildings were materially damaged. It is much to be feared that 
some more persons have lost their lives, whose curiosity had led 
them to die spot, as (while I write) some are yet missing. The 
confusion this disastrous affair has occasioned, 1 am at a loss to 
describe ; numbers of the inhabitants are continually repairing to 
view the ruins. Tlie fall of this elegant remains of ancient archi- 
tecture, which was 191 feet in height, and adorned with thirteen 
spires, has been attributed to various causes." The Edinbui^h 
Courant of April tbe 2d, contained an account of the fall of All 
Saints' steeple in Newcastle, as follows : — " Newcastle, March 27. 
The spire of tliat modern-built church, called All Saints, suddenly 
fell to the ground, on the south side, at about half-past 5 o'clock 
this morning. Happily no lives were lost. The cause of this ac- 
cident is generally attributed to tlie impropriety of building the 
spire so high, it being known, that the tower on which it was built 
had considerably shrunk." It is only necessary to say, that tliey 
were ingenious fabrications, intended for the iirst of April. The 
steeples arc still standing, and likely to do so. For an account of 
St. Nicholas' steeple, tee the yeor 1339, vol. i. page 50. 

1801 (April le^.— Tlie Gazette of this day confirmed the eleva- 
tion of Lord Eldon to the important office of lord high chancellor of 
Great Britain. The intelligence was received by his fellow-towns- 
men in Newcastle with the most distingoished marks of respect. 
The bells in all the churches in that town and Gateshead continued 
ringing from the arrival of the mail till late in the evening, and 
numerous groups of his lordship's relatives and friends were form- 
ed in various parts of tlie neighbourhood to celebrate the event. 

April 19. — Died, at Wdker, near Newcastle, aged 36, Mr. 
Thomas Barnes, principal viewer and agent at Walker colliery. 
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He was a man of ver^ superior abilities in bis pTofession. A most 
ingenious and ^el simple combination of madiinery, tor the pur- 
pose of regulating the conveyance of wagons, laden with coal*, 
down an indined plane) from Benwell coUiery, on the north tide 
of ttie Tyne. to the staith at the border of tl)e river, and for 
bringing up the waggons, when unloaded, by the same power that 
resisted its projectile impetus in the descent, was, in the year 1798, 
perfected and brought into use by Mr. Barnes. His remains lie 
interred m Long Benton church-yard, where a table monument id 
erected to his memory. 

1801 fApril2lJ, — In celebration of the decisive victory obtained 
over the Danish fleet and batteries, by Lord Nelson, the Newcastle 
volunteers, the armed association, the Gateshead volunteers, the 
11th light dragoons, and the North York militia, had a grand field- 
day on Newcastle Town Moor, in the presence of lieul.-gen. Mur- 
ray. Similar rejoicings took place at all the neighbouring towns. 

May S. — About four o'clock on the morning, the iron slitting- 
mill of Messrs. Hawks and Co., near Gateshead, was discovered 
to be oo fire, but by the prompt e.'certions of the company's work- 
men, who lived upon the spot, it was readily extinguished. 

Xajf 6. — The foundation-stone of the new building for the 
Sunderland Subscription Library was laid by Dr. Brown, who de- 
posited an appropriate inscription, in the presence of several mem- 
bers of llic mstilution. May llth, ItiOS, it was opened, when an 
elegant breakfast and ball were given by the Bubscribers to a great 
number of ladies and gentlemen. I'he gentlemen afterwards dined 
at the Bridge inn. 

May 21 — A terrible fire broke out in the village of Harbottle, 
Northumberland, owing to a foul chimney. Nine cottages and 
four out-houses were unfortunately destroyed by this conflagra- 
tion, the progress of which there were no means of stopping, till 
the poor inhabitants lost nearly the whole of their furniture and 
other effects. 

June 30. — The alterations for improving and widening tlic 
bridge over the river Tyne, at Newcastle, were begun under the 
management of the late Mr. David Stephenson, architect. It was 
a bold and successful undertaking. 

Ju^ i9. — The North York militia marched from Newcastle, 
and encamped on the coast near Whitburn, in the county of Dur- 
luun. The camp broke up on the 13th of October. 

August 19. — As a cartman of Newcastle was employed with 
four horses in drawing some heavy timber ashore, near the end 
of Hillgate, Gateshead, he threw a brick at the foremost animal 
to hasten his speed. This cruel act had, however, the contrary 
effect, for the brick striking the poor animal ii|K)n the hoad, he 
fell back, stunned and almost lifeless, upon his fellow -labourers, and 
being all chained together, a terrible struggle in deep water imme- 
diately ensued, which ended not till the four horses were drowned. 
September 5. — Two postilions in the service of Mr. Maddocks, 
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of Wookr Haugli-head, were, on the aHernoon of litis duy, em- 
ployed with four horses in conveying a gentleman's carriage, in 
winch were himself and family, to Holy Island. About nine 
o'clock in the evening, [he postilions set out on their return home- 
wards, with their horses, and shortly after a thick fog came on. 
Strong apprehensions were in conseijuence entertained by the 
islanders lor their safety, which, next morning, were found too 
fatally verified ; for soon after day-light, the bodies of the two un- 
fortunate men, and one of the horses, were discovered lifeless on 
tlie sands. Another horse, which by some means survived, stood 
motionless beside its dead companion. The remaining two horses 
were supposed to have been buried in a quick-sand, many of which 
abound m this dangerous passage. 

1801 (Sept.^J The foundation-stone of the additional build- 
ing to tlie Infirmary at Newcastle, was laid by Sir M. W. Ridley, 
barL, one of the vice-presidents of the charity, as represenlAtive 
of his grace the duke of Northumberland, the senior president, in 
the presence of a great concourse of spectators. Previous to tho 
ceremony of laying the stone, the worthy baronet addressed the 
company assembled, in a neat speech, in which he pointed out the 
esEential service rendered to numerous unfortunate members of 
society by this noble institution, and cordially recommended its 
most ample support. He paid a just tribute of applause to the 
skill and humanity of the physicians and surgeons attached to the 
charity, and to the other inferior agents in this ^eat business of 
benevolence. Sir Matthew concluded by informmg his auditory, 
that the duke of Northuniberland, to his other munificent respect 
for the Infirmary, had added ten guineas, as a present to the work- 
men employed in the proposed extension. A plate with an in- 
scription was deposited in the stone. The additional building is 
ofbrick, the original of stone. See Feb.9t/i, n5l,vol.i.pagel9T. 

October 2. — A line of keels was moored across the river Tyne 
near Clitford's Fort, and deals laid across them from shore to shore. 
After carefully examining this extraordinary highway, Lord Mul- 
grave mounted his charger, and accompanied by General Murray, 
Major Heron, and other officers, rode over from the county 
of Durham to Northumberland. Major Heron then galloped back 
again. Soon after, Lord Mulgrave marched the 1st regiment of 
royal Lancashire militia (accompanied by their field pieces and 
ammunition waggons) from Tynemouth barracks over this bridge 
to the Herd Sands, when on action took place against a supposed 
enemy ; at the same time several shells were fired ftom a battery 
on the north side, which had a fine effect. The troops were then 
marched back again, and Major Heron (aflcr firing three close vol- 
lics), marched the South Shields volunteers into Northumberland. 
The adjacent banks and hills were covered with spectators to wit- 
ness this novel sight. 

October 15. — On the signing of the preliminaries of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the French Republic, a general illuroioation 
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took place in Newcastle and Gateshead, when many loyal and 
cnrious devices in transparency^ &c^ were exhibited.* 

1801 f Oct 26 J. — About midnight, some incendiary set fire to the 
stacks in a yard belonging to Messrs. Reed of Old Town, in the 
parish of Ebdon, by which diabolical act, seven com stacks and one 
nay stack were totally consumed. 

Ntpoember 19. — John Scott, convicted o£ sheep stealing from 
Mr. S. Dodd, was executed at Morpeth, pursuant to his sentence. 

December 23. — Died, at Heaton, near Newcastle, Mr. Thomas 
Thompson. Although blind, he was very famous for his judgment 
in cows, of which he purchased many in the markets. 

This month, died at Longhorsley, Mr. John Buddler, farmer, 
aged 101 years. 

This year, Framwellgate and Brasside Moors, and Witton Gil* 
bert Common ^2,400 acres), all in the county of Durham, were 
divided. The late bishop ^Barrington) had one sixteenth of the 
soil allotted, and all the mmes. This venerable prelate appro* 
priated one third of his whole aJlotment to the fbunoiDg of soiods 
within the county of Durham. 

1802 CJetn. 7 J, — About one o'clock on the morning, part of the 
wall (to the length of 60 or 70 feet) of All Sainto' church-yard, New- 
castle, fell into Silver-street, with a tremendous crash, knocking in 
the doors and windows of some of the houses opposite, and exposing 
to view many coffins and their contents, and vast quantities of human 
bones. Happily no lives were lost, nor was any person injured. 

May 4. — Being the day appointed by the magistrates of New- 
castle, for proclaiming the peace between Great Britain and the 
French Republic, the morning was ushered in by the ringing of 
bdls, which continued at intervals during the day. At noon the 
Newcastle Volunteers, the Armed Association, and the Gateshead 
Volunteers, with their respective bands, were under arms, on the 
Sandhill, to receive the members of the corporation with the re- 
galia, attended by the officers of the police, eighteen free porters, 
carrying each an ancient battle axe, sixteen with javelins, and six- 
teen with halberts. The civil authorities were then surrounded 
by the military to keep off the crowd, and the sound of trumpets 
announced that his majesty's proclamation was about to be read. 
This was done by Mr. Richard Hill, the town-marshal ; the town 
sword (which had been borne unsheathed) was now sheathed, afler 
which, the procession moved forward to the westend of Mosley* 
street, and then to the White Cross in Newgate-street, at each 
of which places the proclamation was read. The whole returned 
in good order to the Sandhill, where, afler a feu de joie^ wine 
was handed to the magistrates and the military, and the occasion 
of the day was drunk with the enthusiasm of acclamation it so well 
merited. 

May 25. — The Society of Arts presented the silver medal, and 
60 guineas to Mr. Henry Greathead, of South Shields, for his in- 
vention of the life boat. 

* For a particular account of this ilhimination, m **AeeomU of R^jokingt 
and lUumituakmi in Ncwcttitkand Gatahead;' published by John Sjket. 
VOL. II. C 
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1802 (June ij — On this day was published in Newcastle, by 
Mr. John Mitchell, the first number of the Tyne Mereuiy and 
North umbcrland and Durham (iazette. It is at present published 
by his son and successor, Mr. William Andrew Mitchell, the editor. 
June.— Tlie French emigrant clergy, who had been resident 
in Newcastle and its neighbourhood, since October 1796, took their 
departure for their own country. They left behind them a most 
grateful address to their benefactors, written In their native language. 
n.cHiM-sTREET gate, part of 
I lit- town waliof Newcastle, was 
iiniuuenced being pulled down 
un the 30th of June this year. 
It had been long complained 
of;* frequent instances having 
occurred, where it was found 
necessary to take off part of the 
loading of a waggon, before a 
passage through tlie gate could 
be effected. A cannon ball was 
found in the wall, weighing 
more than S2 lbs. ; allowing lor waste, this had, in all probability, 
been a 2i pounder, and thrown during the siege of the town in 
1644. See vol. i. paffe 97. In 1716 this gate mas repaired and 
beautified at tlie expense of the company of House Carpenters, 
whose hall or meeting-room was above the gateway, and in 1771 
convenient font passages were opened out on each side of it, pre- 
vious to which, foot passengers must have passed through tlie horse 
road. 

July 22.— Died, in Hillgate, Gateshead, Alice Carr, aged 102 
years. 

Auffiist 23. — John Corleton, was executed at Durham, for firing 
a pistol loaded with powder, at Mr. Thomas Greenwell, grocer in 
Gateshead, whose warehouses he and other accomplices were at- 
tempting iorcibly to enter. 

SeptemLer 2 A life-boat, built by Mr. Greathead, of South 

Shields, arrived at Bamborough castle, under the care of the Mer- 
maid cutler, captain Smith, and was received with a discharge of 
cannon from the battery, and the greatest joy of the people. 

September S. — The owners of Percy Main colliery, accompanied 
by a great number of the neighbouring gentlemen, aud the work- 
men belonging to the colliery, walked in procession with the first 
waggon-load of coals from the winning to the staith at Whitehill 
Point upon the river Tyne. On their arrival at the staith, the 
waggon was taken to the spout, where a ship was in readiness to 
receive the coal, into which they were immediately discharged. 

• In fX'tober 1770, a petition, signed by the inhabitants of Pilgrim-street, 
North umberbinil-atreet, and other parts of the town, was presented to the 
mngistrstcs and comuiou council of No«ca«Lle, pra^'ing that application mj^t 
be made for leave to tnlre down Pilgrim-atreet gate, which wouhl be of the 
greatest conveDiencc, and at the suae time au excellent impravenient of the 
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At the instant of the cod being delivered, a lalute of artillery was 
fired, the band playing " Tht Ktd Hair" The company then form- 
ed a circle, when " Success to Percy Main" was druDk with three 
times three cheers. The [irocession then returned to the winning, 
where a plentiful dinner was prepared, which the company, consist- 
ing of 150 gentlemen, sat down to at one table, under a covering 
erected for the purpose, at three o'clock ; alter dinner appropriate 
toasts were drunk, and the afternoon was spent with the greatest 
conviviality. All tlie workmen belonging to tlie colliery were 
plentifully r^aled with beef and plum pudding, strong beer and 
punch, and they amused tliemselves with music and dincing till a 

1903 fNov. IbJ. — About eleven o'clock at night, an alanning 
fire was discovered to have broken out in the steam-engine and 
boring mill, at the extensive iron works of Messrs, Huwks and Co., 
ne&T Gateshead. From the violence of the fiames, great fears were 
entertained that the whole premises would have been consumed, 
but from the calmness of the evening, and the strenuous exertions 
of the firemen, aided by the public, their ravages were confined to 
the building first attacked. 

November 16, — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New- 
castle, instituted a perpetual lectureship on Natural and Experi- 
mental Philosophy, and ajipointed the !tev. William Turner, lec- 
turer, to the endowment of which, the duke of Northumberland 
Eubscribeil 200/., and the bishop of Durham 100/. The introduc- 
tory lecture was delivered on the above day. 

litis month, died at Durham, in the SUth year of his age, Mr. 
ItoI)ert Harrison, a profound mathematician. From his knowledge in 
mathematics, he was appointed Jan. the Uth, 1757, master of the 
Trinity-house school in Newcastle, where he also took private puplU ; 
of whom, among others of great respectability, were tlie present 
earl of Eldon, and his brother, Lord Stowell. He was acquainted 
with almost every known language, and possessed a most acute 
memory. Having resigned his situation at Newcastle, he retired 
to Durham, where he spent the remainder of his life. Mr. Harri- 
son is described as dressing very neat, a dark blue coat without a 
collar, but not exactly a century old in lashion. Wlien he walked 
out, he wore a triangular hat, and carried n cane with a large amber 
bead to it. He suffered his beard to grow for some time before his 
death. He was generally known in Durham and Newcastle, by 
the denommation of Phitotopher Harrimn, which he probably de- 
rived from his having in conjunction with Mr. Isaac Thompson, 
given lectures on Natural and Experimental Philosophy. See 
January 6(A, 1776, vol. i. page 304. 

Deeattber 7. — About twelve o'clock at night, a fire of the: most 
alarming kind broke out in the premises at the Ouseburn, near New- 
castle, occupied as a pottery by Messrs. Yellolcy and Co^ which 
entirely consumed the same, and the whole of the atock on hand. 

A very elegant octagonal light-house, from a design by Mr. 
Rckemell, engineer, was this year built near the extremity of the 



12 



IIISTOKICAL KEOISTBR OF 



[A. D. 1602. 



north pier at Sunderland. It is built of freestone, and ia 68 feet in 
height &om the pier to the underside of the cap. 
f 1803. — This year a dispensary was established at North Shields 
b.under tlie patronage of his grace the dulce of Nothumberland. It 
*• Eupporteil by beijuests, donations, and annual subscriptions. 

Several curious brass spear heads were this year found in making 
Br^ ditch near Cheeseburo Grange, in Nortliumberlnnd. 

1803 (Jan. 4;.— Died, in Union-street, Newcastle, aged 77, 
tfr. Luke Long, of eccentric and facetious memory ; belter known 
by the appellation of Doctor Long. Tlie doctor, in one of his ad' 
.TertiscaicQts, says, that he " was a student in Edinburgli, and a 
pupil in London, and has been in great part of Europe, Africa, and 
America." At an early period of liie, he had been a surgeon's- 
mate in different ships on the coast of Africa : and hence his ex- 
ploits, adventures, and hair-breadth escapes, became ever afler, 
particularly on convivial occasions, tlie common topics of his prolix 
conversation. As he claimed consaoguinity to the great Doctor 
Sydenham, he named a son Sydenham Long. AJier he became 
Btationary in Newcastle, he was for some time employed as an 
apothecary in the town, but from the various improvements that 
had taken place in the science, (tlit: doctor strictly adhering 
to the practice of the old school,) his business gradually dwindled 
into insignificance, and he was afterwards obliged to stock his shop 
with ribbons, ttpei, blaching balls, brashes, Sfc,, in addition to those 
olDqffff's Elixir, Anderson's Pills, IVorm Cuies, S(c. Sfc, which 
singular medley would have formed a very curious catalogue, 'ilie 
doctor was very garrulous, and had something to relate of almost 
every person and subject. Very early in Ufe he was a candidate for 
popularity, as the following notice, which was circulated in the year 
1769, will testify : — " Mr. Long, surgeon, on die High Bridge, 
Newcastle, will bleed any poor person, gratis, at his house, every 
Sunday Morning, from seven to ten, during the Svmmer seasons" 
In person he was a short thick man, end assuming a very pompous 
and dignified demeanour, gave him a very professional appearance. 
He was usually dressed in black with a cocked hat, white wig, and 
gold headed eane, the talisman of the old school. 

Jaiiaari/ 8, 9, 10. — There was a tremendous storm with the wind 
at east, which did a great deal of damage to the shipping on the 
coast of Durham and Northumberland. 

February 8. — A subscription library was founded at South 
Shields, supported by annual subscriptions. 

Mareh 13._Died, at North Shields, Mr. William Morris, ship- 
wright, aged 102 years. 

March 14. — An impress by the Serjeants at mace and con- 
■tables, broke out in Newcastle in consequence of the re-comracnce- 
inent of hostilities by tlie French. 

March. — Died, at Birtley, Mr. George Itobson, aged 102 years. 

April b. — A gold ring was found in harrowing a piece of ground 
near Halton Chesters. It weighed 8 dwts. 1.7 grs., was set with a 
small blue stone slightly injured, and was afterwards worn by Lady 
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UOS (Afr^) — Died, in the Uland of Trinidad, Henry Swio- 
bume. esq^ the celebrated traveller, j-oungesi wn of the late Sir 
John Swiiuiunie, barL. of Caphcaton, to Nartbumbrrland. He was 
educated at Scorton School, in Vorhthire, and al^ervards studied 
at Parb, Bordeaux, and in the Royal Academy at Turin. In 
1774, he and his lady travelled on the contiaent lor the espress 
purpose of indulging tlieir taste for antiquities and the fine ails. 
On his return to England, he retired to hi« teat st Hamstcriey, in 
the county of Durbani. He pubhslied his " Trat>d* m Spam", 
4to. 1779, and afterwards " TrareU in tie 7W Siriiiet," 2 rola. 
4to. 178S. By the nutmage of his onl^ daughter to Paul Benficld, 
esq.,* he bet^me involved in the misfortunes of that speculator 
and obtained a place in the newly-ceded settlement of Trinidad, 
where he died. 

Mag 9. — Died, of a paralytic attack. Sir Robert Chambers, a 
native of Newcastle, where he »as bom in the year 1737, and 
educated at the Free Gramnuir Sriiool in that town. He after- 
wards went to Oxford, sod in July. 1754. he was chosen exhibi- 
tioner of Lincoln college, and afterwards became fellow of Univer- 
sity college. In Jscuary, 1762, he was elected by llie university 
Vinerian Professor of the Laws of England. In 1768, he was 
olTcred the appointment of attorney -general in Jamaica, which he 
thought proper to decline. In 1773, he accepted the appointment 
of second Judge in the supreme court of judicature in Ik^ugal, then 
first estabUshed ; Mr. Impey, afterwards Sir Elijali, being chief- 
justice. In 17S0, he received the honour of kuighthood, as on ex- 
press act of roytj approbation. In 1782, he lost his son, when on 
hia passage to England for education, in the Grosvenor East India- 
man. On the resignation of Sir Elijah Impey, in 1791, Sir Robert 
was advanced to the office of chief-justice, and in 1797, he bciame 

• April 1810, died, *t Paris, in indigent drcunwtanees, 1*0111 Renfit'ld. esq., 
wboK formoe on bU return from India a few jeare before, was *uppo»eil to 
excMd half a miUion sterling. 
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president of the Asiatic Society. In 1799, he returned to Eng- 
, hnd ; and in the autumn of 1802, he went to France for his health, 
•nd died in Paris, as above stated. His body was brought to Eng- 
I land by his widow, and on the 33d of May, was interred in tlie 
J Temple church, London. Sir Robert had a brother, William, who 
I was interpreter of the supreme court in Bengal, over which Sir 
' Robert presided. 

, 1B03 (May \Q). — A great number of keelmen were impressed 
[ at Shields, by which the coal trade was much impeded. Alter 
[ being inspected, fifty-three were retained and sent away. 

June 9. — Died suddenly, at the Wheat-aheaf inn, near the Vir- 
ginia water, in Windsor Great Park, aged 46, Joseph Kichardson, 
'Esq., M. P. for Newport, and one of the proprietors of Drury-lane 
I theatre. Mr. R. was a native of Hexham, and while at college 
L he distinguished himself by the elegance, beauty, and vigour of 
his prose and poetical compositions. He was the author of " The 
Fugitive," a comedy ; " Probationary Odes for the Laureatship" 
* The RoUiad," &c. &c. He left a widow and four daughters to 
L lament his loss. On the 13th, his body was interred in Egham 
I fcfaurch-yard. A portrait of Mr. Richardson is prefixed to his 
w Jtemains." 

June 16. — The keelmen of the Tyne, who had been impressed 

on the lOlh of the preceding month, returned home, government 

I having agreed to take substitutes for them; and on the SOth, 

I «ighty men, raised as substitutes to serve in his Majesty's navy, 

I went down the river Tyne in a keel, to be shipped for the Nore. 

■ •These were furnished to government at the joint expense of the 
keelmen to prevent them being liable to the impress. 

Jufie 26. — Three tents were burnt down on the Town Moor, 
I Mewcastlc, supposed by an incendiary. 

I '. June 30. — The banting-house of Messrs. Surtees and Burdon, 
i in Newcastle, stopped payment. This to a great number of people 
ms a most disastrous circumstance, 
i ■ Auffiut 2, — The committee who received the enrolment of mem- 

■ Ikts to serve in the Newcastle Loyal Associated Volunteer Infanl- 
I Ty, finished their sittings, after having sworn in upwards of 1,200 
[ men, who had boldly come forward to serve their country at that 
, important crisis. Oo the following day, a numerous and respect- 
able meeting of the members was held in the merchants' Court, 
when the following gentlemen were nominated and approved of as 
officers:— Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., colonel; M.W.Ridley, esq., 
1st lieutenant colonel ; Anthony Hood, esq., 2d lieutenant colonel ; 
John Hodgson, of Elswick, esq., 1st major ; William Grieve, esq., 
8d major; William Ingham, esq,, to be sut^on; Isaac Cookson, 
iun., C. D. Purvis, Matin Sorsbie, Robert Clayton, John Brumell, 
Thomas Hopper, Robert Yellolcy, Thomas Clarke, Thomas Smith, 
and Dixon Brown, csqra., to be captwns ; John Gray, William ' 
Lloyd, W. R. Calender, William Boyd, Richard Rogerson, Robert 
Pinkney, Robert Pearson, Samuel Walker Parker, William Cuthbert, 
and Benjamin Sorsbie, esqrs., to be Ist lieutenants ; William Abbs, 
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WQliam Wright, Job James Bulman, John H&ll, Thomas Rankin, 
Thomas Sroilh, jun, William Joho Grey, William Fisher, Taylor 
Winship, and Wuliam Peters, esqrs., to be 2d lieutenants ; William 
DiKon, gentJemBD, to be adjutant ; Mr. Edward Milbum and Mr. 
William Healon, to be setjeant majors. August 24th, the mem- 
bers, consistiog of ten companies, were inarched from their respect- 
ive parades to the town moor, to receive their colonel Sir M. W. 
Kidley, bart. The corps was then farmed tltree-deep, and though 
without their uDiforms or rouskets, made a formidable appearance. 
On the arrival of the worthy colonel in front of the line, he was 
most cordially cheered with three times three by the whole corps. 
About the middle of October, they received their muskets, and oo 
the 34th, had a geaeral muster for the first lime under arms, in a 
Geld called Blackett's field, outside of the town's wall, near the Pos- 
tern gate. Their uniform consisted of a scarlet jacket, with blue 
facinge, cap and feather, white breeches, and fuU black gaiters. 
November 22d, the corps marched to the Town Moor, for the double 
purpose of receiving their colours and being inspected by Colonel 
Blakeney, inspecting field-oSicer. Sir M. W. Ridley, on deliver- 
ing the colours to the ensigns, made a veiy appropriate speech ; 
the inspection then commenced, afler which the corps went through 
the various evolutions with great precision. The colonel, after iLe 
business of the day was over, presented each company with ten 
guineas, to make merry with on the occasion. There was also a 
grand dinner at Loilus s. During the inspection, &c , the New- 
castle Volunteers kept the ground. 

1803 fAug. 9;— Died, at Newcastle, Mr. WiUiam Chamley, 
aged 76 years, bookseller, and father of the trade in that town ; 
highly and justly respected for his literary and professional talents, 
his strict integrity and social worth. His view of human nature 
was enlarged and liberal, and the natural dignity of his mind was 
tempered with the purest urbanity. Mr. Chamley, on behalf of 
the public, strenuously advocated their rights to the valuable U- 
braryat St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, bequeathed to them by 
Dr. Thomlinson. A portrait of Mr. Charnley, is engraved for pri- 
vate distribution. 

August 16. — Jtdin Moses was executed at Durham, pursuant to 
his sentence, for stealing a quantity of linen-drapery goods, in the 
shop of Beojamlii Jackson, of Bornardcastle. 

September 3. — The foundation stone of an elegant new bridge of 
cast iron was laid on the north side of the river Tees, at Eggles- 
clifTe, in the county of Durham. This bridge afterwards fell down. 

September 23. — Died, Mr. Joseph Ritson, a native of Stockton, 
and born Oct. 2d, 1752. Mr. llitson was bred to the law, but a 
passion for ancient English poetry, rhyme, and ballad, induced him 
to become an indefatigable collector in this way. At one period 
Ritson had possessed a competent property, but it was amongst 
his anomalies, that, though he detested gambling, he had ventured 
to speculate with nearly his whole fortune in the funds, and tl 
revulsion consequent on the peace of Amicus, swept away most 
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his capital. Under theie circumstances he sold a portion of hit 
very valuable library by auction, and the remainder was reluctantly 
dispoaed of by his nephew at Leigh and Sotheby's in December 
1803, He abstained on a principle of humanity from the use of 
ftaimal food, and published a book ia defence of his opinion. He 
had a considerable turn for topography, and aausted both Brewster 
and Hutchinson in their respective histories. Many of Ritson's 
vorks (some of which were printed at Newcastle), are become ex- 
Iremely rare- He died in a deplorable state of mental derange- 
ment. There is no good portrait of Ritson, only a caricature, a 
print, and a slight etching (in the Literary Anecdotes), both which 
seem to be token from the caricature. There is also a black profile 
prefixed to his memoirs. 

1803 fSepl. 2&J.—An explosion took place in Wallsend colliery, 
by which unfortunate circumstance, thirteen individuals lost their 
lives. 

September 26.— Being the day appointed by Mr. Simon Temple 
to celebrate the opening of his colliery at Jarrow, the fineness of the 
day, and the general invitation, drew many thousands of people to 
witness the passage of the coals to the ship, Fox, which lay, highly 
decorated with colours, to receive them. Early on the morning, the 
South Shields bells announced the intended feast, and all the ships 
in Shields harbour immediately hoisted their colours. About ten 
o'clock Mr. Temple arrived at South Shields, to proceed with the 
shipwrights, attended by the bands of the Northumberland and 
Anglesea militias, to tlie place of festivity, celebrated in eaily times 
•a the birth place of Bede. Immediately on his arrival in the mar- 
ket-place, the shipwrights took the horses out of the carriage, and 
drew him, attended by his father and three sons to Jarrow, with 
flags flying, and music playing. On Jarrow bridge he was met 
by a large assemblage of gentlemen, headed by Sir Cuthbert Heron, 
trart., who greeted him on his arrival. Their first step was to lay the 
foundation stone of a school, for the education of the poor children 
of the various workmen employed by Mr. Temple. 'This was done 
by his eldest son, Mr. William Temple, amidst the plaudits of the 
whole company. Tliey nest proceeded to lay the foundation stone 
of a building intended as a seminary for the instruction of poor fe- 
males in offices more suit^le to their sex than several of their em- 
ployments in tlie north of England. These commendable acts being 
finished, the procession moved to another part of the estate, to lay 
the foundation stone of a fever-house and hospital, for such of the 
femilies employed in Mr. Temple's various works as might require 
Aese comforts. By this time, several of the clergy of the cathe- 
dral of Durham, the corporation barge of Newcastle, with several 
members of that body, and a great number of the most respectable 
gentlemen from all parts of the country, had arrived. They now 
proceeded to the more immediate cause of their meeting and the 
waggons being loaded with coals, were taken to the ship, under 
the banners of the South Shields loyal volunteers, which were 
ften nnfbrled, and a general discharge of artillery, the music 
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playing " IVeel may tht Keel Row," and other appropriate tunea. 
It was BuppoSed that not less tlian 10,000 people were assembled 
OD thb occasion. In a tent prepared for their eittertainmcnt, 
about 300 gentlemen gat down to dinner. The workmen, in num- 
ber 500, dined at a long table without. After dinner, a great 
number of loyal and applicable toasts were given. 

1803 rOet. ij. — The Newcastle volunteers, commanded b^ 
Lieut-Col. Clennell, assembled near the Forth to receive tlieir 
colours, which had been deposited in the mangion-house at tlieir 
previous dbembodiment. Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, with a 
suitable speech, presented the colours to the commander, who ad" 
dressed tne corps in a handsome and appropriate speech, which 
was received with three times three cheers. The corps went 
through their evolutions and firings with great precision. The 
peculiarity of the uniform (very dark green) worn by the com- 
pany of riflemen attached to the corps, attracted very general 
attenUon. Part of the Gateshead volunteers attended to keep the 
ground. The corps afterwards dined at Loftus's, and spent the day 
with social mirth. 

OcbAer 25. — The Newcastle waggon train, consisting of upwards 
of ISO waggons and carts, with their horses and drivers, enrolled 
for the service of government in case of invasion, were mustered 
upon the Town Moor, in the presence of the mayor, and several of 
the magistrates and other respectable gentlemen. The drivers 
were dressed in uniform frocks, aitd the whole had a good appear- 
ance. 

November 6. — The Durham, armed association was again called 
out on the re -commencement of the war, and had their first parade 
on the above day. Col. Fenwick resigned the command from ill 
health in 1806, when a handsome piece of plate was presented to 
him by the commissioned and non-commissioned otiicers and pri- 
vates. November 30th, 180G, Edward Shipperdson, esq., succeed- 
ed to the command, and the corps remained embodied till March 
t!4th, 1H13, when they had their last parade, and extended their 
services to the local militia. A handsome piece of plate was pre- 
sented to Colonel Shipperdson by the officers and privates, April 
19th, 181.9. 

November 16. — The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Cuth- 
bert Ellison, of Hebburn, esq., paraded in Oakwell-gatc. prepara- 
tory to inarching to the field, where they were to receive their 
colours. About half-past twelve o'clock they arrived on tlie ground, 
which was previously kept by the Newcastle volunteers, when the 
line was formed, the centre opposite the stand erected for the ac- 
commodation of tlic ladies. As soon as Mrs. Ellison, who presented 
the colours, had taken her station, supported on the right by the 
right honourable the earl of Strathmore, and on the left by John 
Carr, esq., she was received with a general salute, the ceremony 
then commenced by the regiment going througli the manual 
e'Xercise ; afVer whicii, three sides of the square were ibmied by 
the corps, the stand in fVont making the fourth. Tlie colonel then 
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(IJsmountcil and ascended the platform, wlien Mrs. Ellison address- 
ed him in an appropriate Kpeeeli. She then delivered the colours 
into the handii of Colonel Ellison, who replied in a strain of manly 
eloquence ; he afterwards addressed the corps, and delivered the 
standards in charge of the ensigns. AAcr going through various 
manoeuvres, the whole was concluded with a general salute, the 
colours were then taken to Mr. Bertram's, the Goat-inn, Gateslieod, 
where ihey were deposited. The right honourable the earl of 
Strathmore, John Carr, esq., Brook Richmond, esq., rev. Dr. 
Prosser, and several other gentlemen, together with the officers of 
the Newcastle volunteers, afterwards dined with the Gateshead 
volunteers, at Bertram's. The men were regaled at the different 
public houses in Gateshead with dinners, &c. 

As it is impossible within the limits of this work to particularise 
every corps which came forward in the counties of Durham and 
Northumberland, on the re-commencement of hostilities, it may 
be briefly stated, that almost every town and village furnished vo- 
lunteers, who came forward with an alacrity truly astonishing. 

1803 (Nov. 29 J Died, at North Shields, Ann Turner, at the 

very advanced age of 105 years. She retained her faculties to the 
last. 

December 20, — About five o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the Tync steam-engine paper mill, at Felling-shore, near 
Gateshead, belonging to Messrs. Hawks and Co., which, in a short 
time, entirely consumed the stock, machinery, and buildings. 

JJecember 26. — A volunteer corps of artificers for Newcastle, 
under the command of David Stephenson, esq., architect, took the 
oati) of allegiance in the mayor's chamber. Their uniform was 
a blue jacket, and trowsers, and a round hat. 

December 27. — Died, in the InHrmary, at Newcastle, Thomas 
Houston, brass founder, aged 26 years. He was the autlior of 
" Tfie liace to Hell" " Frogrets of Madness," " Poems, Odts, 
and Songs," " The Term-dat/, or, the Unjust Steward," a comedy, 
and various other pieces of considerable merit. He was interred 
in the burial ground belonging to the Indrmary. 

The chapel at Whitworth, in tlie county of Durliam, was rebuilt 
about this year. 

ISO* (Jan. 1). — About Iwo o'clock on the morning (Sunday), 
tlie cotton manufactory belonging to Messrs. Salvin, near St. 
Oswald's church, in the city of Durham, was discovered to be on 
fire in the upper stories ; the alarm was instantly given, and the 
Durham volunteers were quickly on the spot. The inhabitants also 
assembled in great numbers to give assistance, and although tlie 
fire engines had speedily arrived from the different churches, yet 
the fire continued to gain ground, and at about three o'clock the 
roof fell in. Tlie flames were now seen for miles around the city, 
as if bursting from a burning crater. Towards daylight the confla- 
^ation abated, but the building was reduced to a shell. The south 
front fell in at eight o'clock, and other portions gave way In the 
course of the dav- 
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1804 {Jam. IS;— A dreadful (ire broke out in ihc brewery at 
the Low Lights, North Shields, belonging to Henry Coward, esq. 
It was first discovered about four o'clock od the rooming, and was 
not got under until conaidersble damage was done. 

February 1. — In the evraing of this day, a considerable degree 
of bustle and confusion prevailed in Newcastle on the subjeet of 
invaiion. The military, both horse and foot, were dl in motion, 
and the drums of tlic ScaiFordshire militia beat to arms. There 
were strong musters of the Newcastle loyal armed association and 
volunteers, of the Gateshead volunteers, Usworth legion, and 
Dcrwent rangers. An officer's guard was mounted at the head- 
quarters of tlie Gateshead volunteers during the night, in order to 
assemble the regiment as quickly u« possible, should any further par- 
ticnlars transpire relative to the nature of the alarm. In short, such 
a display of ^eal and ardour in behalf of the country was manifested 
by all descriptions of men as could not be suq>assca. On the follow- 
ing morning, the same cause excited a considerable degree of alarm 
at Durham. Major Mowbrsy (notwithstanding severaTof his corps, 
were at a few miles distance) despatched messengers, and had his 
whole corps in readiness to assemble on the Palace-green in less 
than two hours, fiilly equipped for the field. The North Durham 
corps, commanded by Sir Camaby Haggerslone, were in Berwick 
all Wednesday. On Thursday, the guards were all doubled, and 
the volunteers put upon garrison duty ; orders were also issued by 
the mayor, that no person was to be seen on the ramparts after eight 
o'clodi in the evening. Report amused the public during the whole 
of Wednesday, with a variety of vague and improbable rumours; 
but the most likely on Thursday was, that the whole had originat- 
ed in a mistake, of taking the burning of whins on Lommcr-muir 
hilU for the lighting of the signals, 'to prevent a similar mistake, 
the corporation of Newcastle published the following notice : — " In 
order to prevent any Alarm in the Country, Notice is hereby given, 
that the undermentioned Signals, intended to be made use of in 
in case of Invasion, bat only in /Ae Ev^U of the General Officer, 
eommandiTig hit Mojetty's Forces in this Diitrict, giving Orders for 
the Hemovat of the InhabitaiUs and Stoch of thit Town, will be 
made for the information of the Inhabitants, on Tuesday the 20tli 
day of March instant, between 12 and i o'Clock at Noon, and be- 
tween 8 and 9 o'Clock in the Evening; and that such Signals will 
be a Red Flag by Day, and a Light by Night, hoisted at the fol- 
lowing Places ; ?viz.)---The Castle, St. Nicholas' Church, All Saints' 
Church, St. Andrew's Church, and the Tower at the Westeate, ac- 
companied by Five Minute Guns, fired at each of the following 
Places; (viz.)— " The Castle, All Saints' Church , Newgate, and 
Westgate. Thomas Smith, mayor. — Neiocattk, \&th March, 
1804." Agreeably to notice, the signals were tried at the aliove 
(daces, and they were sufficiently seen in every direction 
~"'er the purpose for which they were intended. 

March 24. — The new graving dock at St. Peters' Quay, east 
Newcastle, built by Mr. William Row, was completed and took 
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the Henry and the ColpiU, two vessels of above 300 tons burthen. 
It was capable of receiving vessels of twelve feet water. 

1804 (April 6 J. — About eleven o'clock at night, a most terri Ic 
fire broke out in the extensive glass-works belonging to Messrs. 
Blackett and Co., at South Shields, which, in a few hours, com- 
pletely destroyed the building, together with most of the stock 
* ard utensils contained in tlic saint'. Tlie whole of the damage 
vas estimated at £3000. 

April 6. — Died, at the house of her grandson, in Gateshead, 
Mrs. Ann Parkin, aged 104 years. She enjoyed a good slate of 
health till within a few months of her death. 

April 12. — Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, in the 45th 

Kar of his age, the Rev. Joseph Dacre Carlyle, B. D., and mem- 
r of the Society of Antiquaries, London. Mr. C. was the bod 
of George Carlyle, M. D^ of Carlisle, and born in that city, June 
4th, 1768. There he received his early education, and m 1775 
entered of Christ's College, Cambridge, which he afterwards quil- 
ted for Queen's College. After leaving college, he settled in Car- 
lisle, where he obtained one of the two parish churches, of which 
he performed the duties many years. In 1793, he took his degree 
of B. D., and the following vcar was elected to the professorship of 
Arabic. In 1795 he was called to the chancellorship of tlie diocese 
of Carlisle, vacated by the celebrated Dr. Palej', In 1799, from his 
gretit skill in oriental literature, he was appomted by Mr. Pitt to 
sttend the embassy of the carl of Elgin, to the Ottoman Court ; to 
this he agreed, but had no official situation. Whilst at Constanti- 
nople he was admitted (according to expectation) into the libraries, 
and made catalogues of the works which they contained; after a 
residence of some months io the capital, he undertook, with a small 
party, a very extensive expedition into the provinces of the empire. 
His route lay through Asia Minor, and through countries which 
had not been penetrated by Europeans since the Turkish conquest, 
Ttiis was a very hazardous journey. He spent some time in the 
Trood, and surveyed with accuracy the site wliich had been as- 
signed to ancient Troy. After a long journey by land, he took 
shipping and sailed (touching at many of tlie Grecian Islands) to 
Alexandria, where he found Sir Sidney Smitli, aboard the " Tigre," 
with whom he spent six weeks. From Egypt he proceeded into 
Syria, and spent some time in Jerusalem, and other remarkable 
parts of the Holy-land, from whence he returned to Constantinople, 
where he resided some time. He next travelled into Greece and 
visited tlie ruins of some of its most celebrated cities. He visited 
the plain of Marathon, where the monument of Miltiades still re- 
mains. With great labour he made catalogues of all the works in 
the twenty-two libraries which are contained in the twenty-two 
monasteries of Mount Atbos. In this he was assisted by the Hev. 
Philip Hunt,* chaplain to the embassy. Many of the monks im- 
pressed him with a high opinion of their abilities and learning. 
inrl had his enrlv education st the 
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Before his return to England, he made a tour through part of 
Italy, from whence he proceeded through the Tyrol and part of 
Germany, and landed in England in September 1801. During his 
absence be had visited the most celebrated countries of the old 
world. Soon afler his return he was presented by the bishop 
of Carlisle to the vicarage of Newcastle, into which living he was 
inducted October 5th, 1801, but, unfortunately for literature and his 
friends, he did not long enjoy his promo^on. His health had pro- 
bably been injured by the fatigues of his travels, and the variety of 
climate he had endured, and he laboured for a considerable time 
under a painful and distressing malady winch terminated his 
existence as above stated. He lies buried at St. Cuthbert's, Carlisle, 
with the rest of the family. See an extract of <t teller from Mr. 
Carlyle to Uie ckurehwarden* of Sl Nicholat, vol. i.page 51. 

1804 (April 18^. — The agreement was closed between the 
stewards of the incorporated companies of Newcastle and an agent 
from government, for eleven acres of ground on the Town Moor, at 
a rent of £55. per annum, on which to erect a large depot for mili- 
tary stores, barracks, stabling, &c. These erections were com- 
pleted in .4pril, 1806. 

April 27. — The fair for the sale of live stock opened at Tyne- 
mouth for the first time, as did that at North Shields for the sale 
of all other goods, and for the hiring of servants. The business of 
the day began at tlie Bull Ring, North Shields, by the assembling 
of a number of gentlemen, accompanied by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland's tenants all on horseback. The proclamation was 
first read by the bailiff of Tynemouthshire and clerk of the market, 
when the procession moved forward to the market-place; the 
duchess of Northumberland's own bagpiper, in his proper habili- 
ments, mounted upon a white pony, and playing the favourite air 
of " My Jockey stays lang at the Fair" in the van : next to him the 
bailiff of the manor (Mr. Weatlierby), and his deputy ; then the 
gentlemen and tenants, two and two. When they arrived at the 
Post-office, another proclamation was made : they then proceeded 
to Tync mouth-castle gates, and proclaimed the fair there, and from 
thence to the place where the ancient cross of Tynemouth stood, 
in the days of the priory. After making another proclamation, ac- 
companied by three cheers, the piper performed some northern airs 
in a style that would have done honour to Courtney, Gow, or Allan. 
The Percy tenantry cavalry attended in uniform, and afterwards 
dined together at one of the inns, when a number of appropriate 
toasts were drunk. The fairs are held here twice a year, vis: — on 
the last Friday in April, and the first Friday in November. 

April 29. — The Newcastle volunteers, commanded by Lieut. 
Col. Clennelt, commenced in Newcastle their twenty-one days of 
permanent duty, which they undertook with an ardour and alacrity 
highly honourable to the corps. 

April^Q. — The North Shields and Tynemouth volunteers en- 
tered upon permanent duty for one month ; the guards of ClitTord's 
fort, Tynemouth barracks, and the Spanish battery, were delivered 
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up to them. The company in Clifford's fort had not been in pos- 
•essioo oi it more than tour hours, when Major Doyle, of the 
li^t brigade, from Sunderland, croued the Tyne, in a large flat- 
bottoiiKH) boat, accompanied by one company of the 61st regiment, 
one ivuipany of the Northumberland militia, and one company of 
the Laiuurk militia. The major gallopped up to the fort gate and 
Ueiuaiided entrance, but was answered by Colonel Linskill in the 
iM^gative. The colonel instantly made a signal for reinforcements, 
when another com|uiny of volunteers marched down the hill from 
Dockwray-square, and commenced a sharp sham action on the 
l«(kw-]iffhts luridge, while the men in the fort made a sally, and tlie 
battio iHH'amo general ; much skill and apparent courage were dis- 
Uayinl on bt^th Hides, the contending parties at intervals charging 
mvouots. and the engagement ended in the retreat of the assail- 
atits. During Uie contest, a party of the volunteers crossed the 
'l\ne» and Mrui'k the tents of the besieging party. 

* imU f MiW tf6V — This day (Friday), being the general fast, 
tho NowiHMitlo loyal associated volunteer infantry assembled on 
ihi^ir iiai'Ntlct gniuiul, from whence they marched to St. Nicholas' 
(*huivh. luul utti'mlcd divine service. The same day their route 
arrivvd ftir tho |H^r(brnuu)cc of permanent duty for 21 days, upon 
whii*h llioY t^nttfrtui with cheerfulness: nearly 800 privates having 
luwiouiilv voluntiH^red tlieir services for duty. 

Miw yi\K --Tht) SiH*iety of Arts presented the silver medal to 
Mr, NVilliaiu WatMuii of North Middlcton, near Belford, in North- 
uinlH>rUiuli thr \\\v iHmi|utrative culture of turnips. 

Thi« nioiUlii on rt*nu)ving a mound of earth, to make the outer 
%^nM«int'«> into Ty»t>niouth castle more suitable to the ingress and 
vgU'Mk \\t hiNivy piiH'OM of onlnunce, vast quantities of human bones 
WV4V AhuuIi «ii)i|iiwitHl to In) the remains of bodies buried there, 
^Wv ik^ Hlormlng of the castle in 1648, by Cromweirs troops, 
U4hU*4' \\w ^Huuuiaiul of Sir Arthur Haslerigg. See 1648, vol. t. 

s^Ui^ A,— All till) vohintcHT floras witliin a day's march of Ncw- 
v^(Us ^oiv «Mia«»inlUi)d on the 'lown Moor there, and fired three 
wiktU'* iu hsMiour i4* hU majesty's birth-day. The line extended 
Wk^\%' a uulo in Un\|{ih, A f^reat concourse of spectators was 

,^Mi^ U. — A \pii\ soriouH riot took place in Berwick, between a 
^v^vivnUi^ |Mii'l> \Mf IUd York nwerve, and some of tlie inhabitants. 
U n feh^^i in\H* MikwartU iU*a tlioiuuiiui |)eo|)le were upon the street, 
^1^^ ««\M\U and lH^v\ui«»tM wer%^ seen glaring among the crowd in 

t\^\ \\m\^\m i Iho nHwt drt>adt\il oadis and groans were heard 
i^VW'^^ \|UaiU^*'« IV nmin gunnl soon turned out, and eagerly 
(J^Ui'd lU^aid lo Iho aik:«Ulani*« of tlieir ofliccrs and comrades, the 
wk\m\ \m\\v% VNcrlvU ihcir authority in vain. The utmost con- 
l\u\m« w\\\\ \\^^\s\M )u'v\aklvdi and there Mcemed no mode left of 
H(«^kkiu|| \\w Usil until lh<' ukiYor, attended by his officers, with 
(Vh \i\\\y\ iu«mUlHili»i and a i^MituiWrablc number of private gentle- 
'^^H iHV^i^^^ I iWi imUvd vxcrtions at length were successful, 
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af^er many desperate blows were given and received, and quietness 
was at last restored upon the soldiers retiring to their barracks. 
The mayor was several times upon the point of causing the riot 
act to be read, but this was fortunately rendered unnecessary the 
moment that the swords and bayonets were sheathed. The con- 
duct of the chief magistrate during the affray was judicious, spirit- 
ed, and manly; he derived great assistance from the energetic 
exertions and coolness of Captain Locke of the royal navy. 

1804 (June). — As some workmen were pulling down an old 
house at Gallow-hill, in Northumberland, a bag of gold pieces, of 
the coin of Charles the First was found ; the legend Caroiui Z>. G. 
Mag. Bri. F, et Hu Bex. and XX, behind the head, to denote its 
value in shillings ; and on the reverse, round the arms, Fiareat 
Concordia Reffni. 

June. — Military encampments were formed on the coast of North- 
umberland. • 

July 2. — The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Lieut-Col. 
Askew, marched into Newcastle for the performance of three 
weeks permanent duty. The arrival of the corps was greeted by 
various peals from the bells of St. Nicholas. 

This, and several successive years, the volunteers, generally 
throughout the kingdom, performed permanent duty. 

July 20. — Died, at Burnt-houses, Whickham Fell, Mrs. Dunn, 
aged 107 years. 

Juiy 25. — Between eight and nine o clock at night, the hold of 
the sloop Eliza, of Aberdeen, lying at Newcastle quay, with a 
valuable cargo of merchandise on board, was discovered to be on 
fire. The drums and bugle of the armed association immediately 
sounded an alarm, when the members of that corps (who had a 
little before returned from the field), were in a few minutes assem- 
bled and proceeded to the Quay, where they were of the utmost 
service in keeping off the crowd, and protecting the property that 
was taken out of the vessel. Two engines were managed with so 
much skill, that about eleven o'clock, the fire was completely got 
under. The cargo being much burnt and injured, the loss was 
very ereat. 

Jiuy. — A vote having been passed at the quarter sessions, to 
double the width of the passage of Elvet bridge, in the city of 
Durham, the work was commenced this month, and the last arch 
was closed August 4th, 1805. The workmen, in taking down part 
of the southernmost pUlar, found amongst the masonry a noble of 
Edward VL 

August 31. — A general muster of the Newcastle waggon train, 
under the conmiand of Captain Davidson, took place upon the 
Town Moor, when the whole, amounting to upwards of 160 wag- 
gons, carts, &c.y were assembled. .ASter being minutely inspected, 
the whole passed the captain in the greatest order and regularity. 
The corps was officered by a captain commandant, two lieuten- 
ants, and five superintendents or ensigns, who held commissions 
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ftoni the lord lieutenant, and consisted of fifteen troops, each under 
tlie immediate direction of a conductor, who was a warrant officer. 
It was the onlj' regular establishment of the kind (sKcept the rojal 
waggon train) in England. 

1801 (Sept \2). — The two volunteer corps of Newcastle, 
with the waggon train, were inspected on the Town Moor, by the 
Hon. Brigadier General Grey. The associated corps mustered 
about 70U privates, and the Newcastle volunteers about 200, all of 
whom were mounted upon the carts and wagons provided for tlie 
occasion, and proceeded in this manner to town. The novelty of 
the scene drew together an immeose crowd of spectators. In case 
of actual invasion, the plan was admirably calculated to lessen the 
^tigues of a long march, and to preserve unimpaired the vigour of 
the troops till the moment of action. 

September 27. — A silver cup, value fifty guineas, raised by a 
subscription of tlie gentlemen of the Newcastle Hunt, was run for 
on Newcastle race ground. Out of thirty subscribers, only five 
started. It was won by Isaac Cookson, jun., esq. 

September 39, — About six o'clock in the evening, a most alarm- 
ing hre broke out in the back premises, known by the name of 
Coward's yard, in Alnwick, inhabited by poor people, which 
threatened serious consequences, as many thatched houses were 
nearly adjoining ; but the wind providentially kept moderate. 
Two engines were soon on the spot, and were well supplied with 
water, notwithstanding which, four houses in one row, containing 
nine bmilies, were burnt down. 

December^, — Died in Hexhatn, Sarah Stephenson, aged 102years. 

A bouse of recovery, for the cure and prevention of contagious 
diseases, was this year built without the town's-wall, and a little 
north of the Westgate, Newcastle. 

This year, a superb painting by the celebrated Giordano, repre- 
senting the last supper, was presented by George Anderson, es(],, 
to the inhabitants of the chapelry of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle, 
which was placed above the communion table of that church. 

Cocken Hall, about four miles north of the city of Durham, this 
year, became tlie residence of a convent of nuns, of the order of St, 
Theresa, from Lier, in Flanders, 

1805 (May 21 J. — Died, at Sunderland, Edward Lawson, at the 
advanced age of 106 years. 

May 25, — Died, at Bishopwearmouth rectory, in the sixty- 
second year of his age, William Falcy, D. D. This eminent philoso- 
pher and divine ofthe church of England, was born at Peterborough, 
in 1T43, In 1795, he was presented by the late bishop of Durham 
(Barrington) to the living of Bishopwearmouth, He wasalsosub- 
deon of Lincoln. He was the author of gome excellent works, 
viz. — " Prineiplex of Moral and Political Philoiaphi/" " Horie 
Paulina," '■ Vieio of ike Evidences of Chriitianify," " Natural 
Theology, or Evidences ofthe Existence and Attributes ofthe Deity" 
" Sermons," Sfc. Sjc 
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1805 (Jrmt 5 J. — The Society of Arts presenteii a gold medal to 
Mr. William Taylor, of Beamish, in the county of Durham, for im- 
proving 308 acres of waste land od Pclton Grange estate. 

JuTie 23. — Lord Elibank crossed the Scottish border with the 
Peebleshtre volunteers. The regiment having arrived at Carham- 
haugh, in Northumberland, were formed in line, when they fired 
three votliee aod gave three cliecrs. This was the Grst Scottish 
Tolunteer corps that had entered England in a body. Tlie men, 
after being plentifully regaled by their officerg with several casks 
of porter, &c., returned to their quarters at Kelso in the evening. 

Auffiut 7. — The new and beautiful brewery at the Dean, near 
South Shields, was burnt down. 

August 12. — nichard MetcoJfe was executed at Durham for die 
murder of his son-in-law. 

Auffuit 16, — Thomas Clare, a private in the 2d Staffordshire 
militia, was executed, according to his sentence, at the Westgate, 
Newcastle, for the murder of William Todd. He was much agi- 
tated at the awful preparation for eternity, so much so, that he 
appeared nearly deaa before his suspension ; he made no public 
confession of his guilt. Tlie murder was committed August 19th, 
IBOl, during tlie time the regiment was encamped near Hartley. 

Atifftut 19. — About three o'clock on the morning, a terrible fire 
was discovered in the colour manufactory at the Outebum, occu- 
pied by Messrs. Parker, of Newcastle. The flames raged with such 
fury, that in a short time the building was almost totally destroy- 
ed. The damage was estimated at upwards of £4,000. 

In (he evening of the same day, William Henry West Betty, 
the young Roscius, aged 13 years, first pertbmied at the Theatre- 
Royal, t^wcastlc, in the character of Douglas. He performed 
thirteen nights, and drew crowded audiences. The receipts during 
that time were £1889. I6«, 6d., at the advanced prices, averaging 
£145. 7*. 5d. per night. The last night (13th), he performed 
RoUa for his own benefit, which produced £310. 9*. 

October 21.— Died, Mrs. Kidd, mother of Mr. Kidd, fla.t-dresser 
in Newcastle, at the great age of 103 years. 

OclobeT2l. — An explosion took place in Hebbum colliery, by 
which 35 human beings lost their lives, leaving 25 widows and 81 
children unprovided for. 

November 28. — An explosion took place in Oxclose colliery, by 
which unfortunate accident 38 human beings were hurried into 
eternity, and IB widows and 70 children were thrown upon the 
charity of the public. 

Deoemlier 10. — In the evening of this day, was found dead, on the 
road between Hexham and Hay don-bridge, Mr. Tliomas Graham, 
tallow-chandler, of the latter place. His death was occasioned by 
a, fall from his horse. It was very remarkable, a strange dog was 
lying by the body when found, and would suffer no person to come 
near it till forced. It afterwards followed the body to Haydon- 
bridge, up into the chamber where it was laid, and biing banished 
out of the room, it found his boots in another, and lay down upon 
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m ; it also followed close behind the body to the place of ioter- 
meDt, and was seen many days afterwards liowling and scratching 
upon the grave. The dog belonged to Mr. Armstrong, butcher, of 
Hexham. Mrs. Batey, of tlie Grey Bull Inn, Hexham, ivhere Mr. 
Graham set out from, heard a dog howling horribly aa Mr. Graham 
left her house. 

1805 (Dec. 10^ — During the night an extraordinary high tide 
'■took place at Shields, and me sea being very high, occasioned the 
I waves to break with great fury against the stone quay at the foot 
I of Tyncmouth-barracks, built by order of his royal highness the 
L duke of York. Several of the woodenheads or breakwaters, 
[ finished in tlie most substantial manner, were torn from their places 
L in front of the wall and dashed to pieces. The tide washed down 
\ the centry-box near CliSbrd's-fort, although placed where the water 
I leldom reached. Much old ship timber was carried adrifl, and, by 
\ ■ driving up and down, damaged and sunk several boats. The sea 
[ continued high for some days. 

December S6. — Died, at Fenwick-hall, near Starafordham, in 
k Northumberland, Mrs. Ann Dixon, aged 100 years. 

This year, the Postern-gate (part of the town wall), Newcastle, 
\ vas pulled down. This gate had been of great strength. See the 
f year 1095, vol. i. patje 16. 

\ An ancient Roman celt was this year ploughed out of Tunstall- 
F hills, in the county of Durham. It was about 5 inches long, and 
\ i^ broad at the edge. 

I \9X)5(JaH.9}. — Being the day appointed for the funeral of Lord 

I VelsoD, at the cathedral of St. Paul, in London, the bells of St. 

^ Nicholas' and -\11 Saints' churches, in Newcastle, rung muffled peals 

intervals during the day. The great bell of St. Mary's, in 

Gateshead, was also toiled on the same melancholy occasion. At 

.South Shields, the great bell tolled at intervals, from sun-rise to 

I Bun-set, and the ensign on the steeple was hoisted 'half-staff high : 

I' in the evening, a solemn peal was rung from 7 to 8 o'clock, and 

\ Iwsides these marks of respect to departed heroism, must of the 

I inhabitants appeared in mourning, and all the ships in the harbour 

\ displayed their colours half-mast high. In 1807, Alexander Davison, 

I esq., of Swarland, in Northumberland, erected an obelisk of free- 

i Btone, to the memory of the gallant admiral. It stands near the 

post road, about a mile north of the village of Felton. 

January 13 Died, in Toll-street, North Shields, Mr. William 

Lamshaw, aged 25 years, her grace the duchess of Northumber- 
land's own bagpiper. This extraordinary performer on the im- 
proved small pipes, was grandson of the celebrated piper Lamshaw, 
of Morpeth, and on his demise, was taken from the band of the 
Northumberland militia, where he had been since a boy of twelve 
years' of age. When only eighteen, he played a match against the 
most iamtA pipers in the north of England, at Elsdon, before the 
duke's baronial court, and Homc distinguished judges, and bore away 
theoriie. 
Sdtruary 8, — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, the 
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prein!»es occupied bv Messrs. Beilby and Hawthorn, watcli-glasa 
manufacturers, in Bell's Court, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, were dis- 
covered to be so totally enveloped in Sanies, that every assistance to 
extinguish the devouring element, proved unavailing, and the whole 
were consumed in the course of an hour. The stock, which amounted 
to between two and three thousand pounds, was entirely destroyed. 

ISOSf March 16 J. — A firewas discovered in one of the bed -rooms 
of the house of William Hodshon, esq., at Merry Shields, Northum- 
berland. The flames soon raged with such fury.ihat the whole inside 
of the building, with the beds, furniture, wine in the cellar, and 
valuables to a great amount, were totally destroyed. 

March 24. — Died, in the workhouse at Sunderland, Barbara Coag, 
aged 103 years. 

March 28. — An explosion took place i 
by which unfortunate occurrence ten perso 

April I. — Died, at Gateshead, Ann Maddison, aged 103 years. 

.^>ril 6. — A terrible fire was discovered in the malting of Messrs, 
Barras and Co., in Gateshead, which did considerable damage to 
the building and stock of malt on hand. 

jfyrilG. — Died, at South Shields, Hannah Gordon,aged 100 years. 

Aprill. — As two sawyers in the boat-building yard of Mr. 
Masterton, near Gateshead, were sawing a well-grown elm tree, 
they were suddenly slopped in the middle of their work by a 
harder body than the wood, which, on further examination, proved 
to be a horse shoe, in good preservation, and which there was no 
reason to doubt, had been there since the first growth of the tim- 
ber. It was found in the very core of the tree, where a fine im- 
pression of the shoe was made on the surrounding surface. No 
visible injury appeared to have been sustained by the timber in 
consequence of this strange companion. 

April 20, — This day (Sunday) Earl Percy having attained his 
21st year, the morning was ushered in with the ringing of bells at 
every church in the county of Northumberland. On Monday the 
celebration of that happy event was of the most harmonious and 
enthusiastic kind ; at Alnwick, in particular, no circumstance in 
the memory of the oldest person living ever excited such rapturous 
feelings of congratulation and Joy as were displayed in that town 
on the above occasion. The representatives of the duke at Alnwick- 
castle also entered warmly into the general enthusiasm, by co- 
operating with the public in rendering this Joyous day an event as 
memorable as it was important. A large ox was roasted in the 
market-place, and 700 loaves were provided for the entertainment 
of the people in the town and neighbourhood. Two pipes of re- 
markably strong beer, brewed when Earl Percy was bom, were 
brought from Keilder castle, which, with thirty other barrels of 
strong ale, were also distributed among the populace ; and to add 
to the entertainment, a building was erected in the market-place to 
contain a band oi' music, who played during the principal part of 
the day. The Percy Tenantry, in and about Alnwick, were called 
up and. treated in the most liberal manner. The three companies 
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of cavalry, and nine of infantry, were cntertaJnetl 8t his grace's ex- 
peni'c, witli on excellent dinner and a bottle of wine each man, 
and 3s. were allowed for the expense of each horse. An elegant 
dinner was provided at the White Swan inn, for all the officers of 
the corps, and the principal gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 
About dOO suits of clothes were given to the cottagers upon the 
noble duke's estates. The officers of the Percy Tenantry in the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle, who could not, without inconvenience, 
pay a visit to Alnwick, were munificently entertained at the Turk's 
Head inn in that place, with an t^'B^nt dinner, and the day was 
spent with the utmost conviviality. Tlie Percy Tenantry Infantry 
were regaled at Mrs. Thrift's market-place. North Shielus, and the 
cavalry at Tyneraoutli. 

1806 (Jifay 19J. — A plan of the grounds belonging to his ma- 
jesty at Tynemouth castle, Spanish battery, Sic, and of the works 
raised for the defence of the castle against the parliament's army 
in the reign of King Charles the first, was taken by order of go- 
vernment. 

June 5. — The foundation stone of the New Subscription Library, 
in Howard -street, North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by 
William LinskiU, esq., high sherilF of Northumberland. A plate, 
with a Latin inscription, was dejwsited in the stone. November 
5ih, 1807, the building was opened with a concert of vocal and in- 
strumentoi music. 

July &. — Died, in Northumberland-street, Newcastle, in his 
85th year, the Rev. Hugh Moises, A, M., many years head master 
of the Free Grammar School in that town, and justly celebrated 
for his laborious and successful discharge of that important duty, 
During the presidency of the Rev. Mr. Moises, the right hon. the 
earl of Eldon, Lord Stowell, Lord Collingwood, and several other 
eminent persons obtained the rudiments of their education tn this 
seminary. June I4th, 1787, on the resignation of Mr. Moises, his 
pupils presented him with an elegant and valuable diamond ring, on 
which was engraven the following motto : — "Optimf. MEiiENTi,"aB 
a testimony of their gratitude for his attention to and care of their 
education, which he was pleased to accept in a condescending and 
gracious manner, highly to the satisfaction of his pupils, whose sor- 
row on losing so worthy and able a master was unaffected. There 
never was perhaps a gentleman in a public character as a teacher, 
whose resignation was more regretted than that of this worthy 
divine, who bod filled that important situation for a period of 37 
years with the utmost dignity. Nov. 1810, an elegant mural mo- 
nument, by Flaxman, with a Latin inscription from the classical pen 
of Sir William Scott (now Lord Stowell), was placed in St. Mary's 
Porch, in St. Nicholas' church. Newcastle, in memory of this emi- 
nent divine. 

September 10— Arrived in Newcastle, on a tour through the 
British islands, their most serene liighnesseB, Prince Frederick 
Augustus and Prince Paul George of Holslcin Oldenburgh, attend- 
ed by Count Hotmar and Baron Maltzahn. 
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1806 f iS^ li;w--Died, in ]>ndoi^ the Rer. Jolm Bnmd, M. A^ 
Rector of the united pnidies of St. B^vy at HiD, and Sl Andrew 
Hubbard, in the dtj of Londoiiy and resident secretary of the Societj 
of Antiquaries. Mr. Brand, who was boni in Newcastle, in 174^ 
was of low parentage. He serred his time to be a shoemaker, hot 
afterwards obtained learning enough to enter himself of lincohi 
college, Oxford, where he took his badidor's d^ree, and baring 
been cnrdained, he became curate of Bdam, in Northumberlan£ 
June, 1773, Mr. Brand was prese n ted to the curacy of St. Andrew*s, 
in Newcastle. October 6th, 1774, he was presented to the curacy 
of Cramlington, in Northumberland, by Bilatthew Ridley, esq. 
May the 29th, the same year, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries, London. While a badielor of arts at the 
university of Oxford, he published a very pretty poem on ** lUkU 
Lovt^ supposed to haTe been written among the ruins id Godstow 
Nunnery ; and in 1777, he published a very curious work, entided 
*' Obienfolums an Popular Aniiqtdties^ mamding the whoie cfMr. 
Bawme^M AmiquUates VuJgartty with Addenda to every Ckapier 
of^uU Work ; as alio^ an Appendix, etmtammg tueh Artidee on 
the Smb/ed as have been omitted by thai AvAorr 8to. This woric 
he continued to enlarge and improve till his death, when a new 
edition was published, in 2 vols. 4to., by Mr. Ellis. In 1784, he 
removed to the rectory of St. Mary at Hill, and St. Andrew Hub- 
bard, London, and in 1786, was appointed one of the domestic 
chaplains to the duke of Northumberland. June 14th, 1787, at a 
meeting of the common council in Newcastle, the corporation was 
pleased to grant to Mr. Brand the honour of dedicating to that 
body his History id Newcastle, then going to be published hj 
subscription. May 16th, 1789, Mr. Brand announced that his 
** History cf Newcastle was published, price three guineas, embeU 
lished with thirty-four views of the public buildings, S^c^ engraved 
by Mr. Fittler." This splendid work is in 2 vols. 4to. ; the en- 
gravings, it is said, cost £500., but the want of a good index is 
much to be regretted. A small portrait of Mr. Brand is given in 
the title-page of this work. 

September 23. — Died, at Eshe, in the parish of Lanchester, John 
Hunter, who, according to his own account, corroborated by the 
parish register of Chester-le-Street, completed his 106th year the 
previous April. 

This month, died at Newcastle, J. Moore, seamen, aged 101 
years. 

October 14^— The foundation stone of the New Quay and Mar- 
ket-place, at North Shields, was laid, under a triple aischarge o£ 
nine pieces of ordnance. His grace the duke of Northumberland's 
bailiff for Tjnemouthshire, David Stephenson, esq., architect, and 
a vast concourse of spectators, attended. The ships in the har- 
bour displayed their colours, and the afternoon was spent at Mrs. 
Carr*s, Han- moon inn, in harmony and festivity. 

December 3. — A very alarming fire broke out hi the workshop 
of Mr. John Anderson, joiner and cabinet-maker, in the Bigg- 
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market, Newcastle, which raged with great fury for nearly an hour, 
laying the workshop in ruins, and partially injuring an adjoining 
dwell! Dg-house, before the fire was got under. 

1806 (Dec. lO;.— Died at Gainford, in the county of Durham, 
Mr. John Cade, an eniinenl antiquary. He was bom at Darling- 
ton, in 1734. About sixteen years before hiit death, he had a 
paralytic stroke, which deprived him of the use of his legs, and 
was con6ned to his bed ever after. 

Dacember 12. — Died, in Gateshead, the Rev. John Baillie, aged 
66 years. Mr. Baillie had been fourteen years minister of Sally- 
port chapel, in Newcastle. He published, besides several detached 
Bcrmons, " Leetaret on the Revelations," " History of the French 
War from 1791 to 1802," and " M Impartial History of NeweaslU 
iq>on Tym, ISOI," all in 8vo. 

December 2i . — About ten o'clock on the morning, one of the 
arches of Haydon Bridge, about 95 feet in span, which had long 
shewn evident signs of weakness and decay, fell with a tremendous 
crash, just at the time a number of people were passing to church. 
One unfortunate man sunk with the ruins to the depth of forty 
feet, but was taken out alive with a broken thigh bone, and other- 
wise much bruised. 

December 25. — A furious storm of wind from the west was 
experienced in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. About noon, 
accompanied with ruin, it became an absolute hurricane, in some 

(laces breaking down trees, in others tearing them up by the roots. 
n Newcastle, the massy boards composing the butchers' stalls in 
(lie Old Flesh-market, were blown about in every direction ; and 
the wood-work of that well known erection, the Vicarage pump, in 
Westgaie-street, was torn away, Several stacks of chimneys fell ; 
one in the Spilal, broke through the roof of a house into the apart- 
ments, happily without any injury to the family. At Acomb, near 
Hexham, a spark was blown trom a chimney, and set a stack on 
fire. The violence of the wind baffled every etTort to extinguish 
the flames, all the slacks in the yard were burnt, and unfortunately 
the fire extended to the neighbouring cottages, about ten of which 
were reduced to ashes. The great circular west window in the 
tower of Shields church was blown in, during the time of adminis- 
tering the holy sacrament ; and the organ, standing near tlie win- 
dow, was in imminent danger of being overturned, and dashed to 
pieces, but immediate assistance being had, prevented tliis effect. 
Many houses in Doc kwray- square were damaged in their roofs, 
and one man nearly killed by the falling of a stack of chimneys. 

December. — Bishop wearmoutli church being much too small to 
contain the increased population of the place, and having become 
ruinous, the parishioners came to a resolution of rebuilding it. It 
is raised on the old foundations. The chancel was opened for 
divine service in 1808, and the whole work finished in 1810. At 
■ the same time a new burial-ground was purchased, and, being en- 
larged by a parcel of iht bishop's waste, was consecrated .August 
.Sth, 1610. 
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1806. — The diurch of Long Newton, in the county of Durham, 
was this year nearly rebuilL In 1819, the matrix of a brass seal 
was found in this churdi-yard : — ** Sigillum Wilelmi De Broc ;** 
and on the inner ctrde, ^ G. L R. E. Nomen V Abet.** The 
device, a holy lamb and a cross. William de Broc appears as a wit- 
ness to charters about the year ISOO. 

This year, the church at Redmarshall, in the county of Durham, 
was repaired, and the lead roof removed. 

1807 (Feb. 2a>;— The new Butchers'-market, in Newcastle, was^ 
opened tor business. 

February. — The famous Durham ox was slaughtered. He was 
bred by Mr. Charles Cdling, at Ketton, in 17%, and was supposed 
to weigh 168 stones, when exhibited as a show in 1801, by Mr. 
Bulmer, who purchased him for £140., and in the same year sold 
him to Mr. John Day, for £250. This enormous animal, tor whidi 
£2,000. was refused by Day, was exhibited for nearly six years in 
all parts of England and Scotland. When slaughtered he weighed 
220 stones. 

Marek Ih — As a loaded coal cart, with two horses, was at- 
tempted to be backed to the door of a house near the top of the 
steps, leading from St. Nicholas' church-3rard, in Newcastle, the 
cart, coals, horses, and man, were precipitated in a moment into 
Dean-street, a fidl not less than thirty feet, without receiving any 
material injury. 

March. — A woman named Hodgson was residing in a cottage 
near Hexham, on the Beaufront estate, at the great age of 105 
years, in the full possession of her faculties, and in perfect good 
health. 

Jpril S^ — ^Diedy at North Shields, Margaret Glanton, aged 100 
years. 

April 30« — About one o*dock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the steam corn-mill, belonging to Mr. John Crawford, near the 
high end of North Shields, which totally destroyed the same, as 
well as a small house on the opposite side of the street. The da- 
mi^ was estimated at £5,000. 

This month, died at a village near Liverpool, the Rev. George 
Walker, F. R. S., Professor of Theology at the New College, and 
I^sident of the I^ilosopbical and Literary Sode^ of Manchester. 
Mr. Walker was bom at Newcastle, in the year 1735. 

Mcuf I. — A tremendous thunder-storm visited Newcastle and 
its neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered the dwelling-house 
of Mr. Joplii^, marble mason, in Pilgrim-street, and did consider- 
able damage m the rooms and to the furniture. Providentially no 
person was hurt, although Mrs. J. and several children were in 
a small room throueh which the lightning passed. A horse was 
killed at Hebbum, m a stable, A man standing on a pit-heapy 
near the shaft of Urpeth colliery, had both his shoes torn from his 
feet, without receiving any personal hurt whatever. Great damage 
was also done in other parts of the country. 

•ftffy. — A sparrow built its nest at the top of the main-stay of 
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the Gainsborough Packet, Ijing at Newcastle Quay, an<t in it de- 
, {Kiaited five eggs. 

I 1807 fAuf. II J. — Died, in Northumberland-street, Newcastle, 

I £lizabeth Bickett, aged 103 vears. Being a water carrier, she 

I lor many years enjoyed the title of " Queen oftlu Pant." 

I September b. — A cold wind from tlie N. E., accompanied with a 

[ iKAvy and incessant rain during the whole day and night, produced 

^■o remarkable a swell in the river Tyne, at Newcastle, that next 

■'Morning (Sunday), the beautiful little island, called the King's 

pMeadows, was entirely under water. Large masses of grain in 

liabeaf (wheat, rye, barley, and oats,) came floating down, and se- 

J' veral coal keels, which put off for the purpose, got their loading 

I , with part of the wreck. A whole field of oats, the property of Mr. 

Forsler, of Newbum-hall, valued at £300., was entirely swept away ; 

a&d at several other places, along the banks of the river, similar 

losses were sustained. At Hexham, the united force of the wind 

and the rain lore up several trees by the roots ; and the low grounds 

near the town were covered with various descriptions of wreck. 

In a broad, but confined part of the North Tyne, near Haughlou 

paper-mill, the river was observed to obtain a rise of at least flfleen 

ftet beyond its usual bounds. 

September 29. — The foundation stone of the new light-house, 

near tlie centre of the front of Dockwray-square, North Shields, 

was laid ; at the same time the corporation of the Trinity-house of 

Newcastle, contracted with the right honourable Lord Cullingwood 

I ibr another piece of ground in the angle of the Low-light Quay, for 

( another light-house. 

This month, a shark eight feet long, and weighing about SOOlbs, 

I taken in the fishermen's nets at Whitburn, and afterwards 

[ taken to Newcastle. When opened, upwards of 130 herrings and 

ither small fish were found in the stomach. 

October 1. — Earl Percy arrived at Durham and took up his frce- 

( .dom in the butchers' company, to which he was entitled by patri- 

I .Biony. The noble earl ordered an elegant dinner at the Wheat 

I Sheaf for his brethren of the trade. Jan. 1808, a large and elegant 

I jilver punch bowl, the gift of £arl Percy, was presented to the 

I fcompany, on which occasion, the company, with several other res- 

1 ^ectable gentlemen, held a meeting at the Lord Nelson tavern, for 

I the purpose of drinking the health of the noble donor. 

[ Noetmber 10. — The foundation stone of tlie new church at 

I .Wall's End was laid in the presence of a numerous and respectable 

^jMsemblage of spectators. Afler which, an elegant and appropriate 

,addrees was delivered by the Uev. Joseph Ireland. April 27lh, 

1809, this church and burial ground were consecrated by Thomas 

Burgess, D.D., lord bishop of St. David's. A most excellent scr- 

inon was preached by the Rev. Henry Phillpolls, (now bishop of 

Exeter) after which, Mr. Shaw sung a beautiful piece of sacred 

r.tausic. The number of people present was computed at 1,500, and 

■ the business of the day was conducted in a very solemn manner, 

■ ^Tbe Wall's End rifle corps lined the passage to the church. This 
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neat edifice stands onlj a f«w hundred yards from tlie Roman 
station called Segeebmum, where stood a temple of Diana, as ap- 
pears from the remains of sacrifices found there. 

1807 (Nov. is;.— There was a heavy &!1 of sleet and snow in 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which found its way even through 
solid brick walls exposed to the direct operation of the wind, and 
many houses were deluged. Almost all the shops and the lower 
stories of the houses on the north side of the Sand-hill and the Close 
were oversowed tirom the high banks behind, and much damage 
was done. The cellars and kitchens of the houses in Pandon were 
overflowed, and great loss was experienced from the o^erHowing 
of the Ouseburn. The quay, to the extent of 100 yards, which 
was built by Messrs. Hind and Co., was swept away by the current, 
and great damage was done to the houses and warehouses situated 
on the banks of that rivulet. Part of an unfinished house, near the 
church-way. North Shields, was blown down, and a part of tlie 
ruins penetrated an adjoining house, but happily no person was in- 
jured. The snow did not lie very thick in the neighbourhood of 
Newcastle, but westward of Hexham, and in the high lands about 
Alston, the roads wer& impassable. The storm unhappily proved 
&tal to Mr. James, farmer near Haltwhistle, who was out in his 
fields on horseback looking ailer his $heep, and was found dead not 
far from his own house, lying on his back, and his horse standing 
near him. 

1807 (Nor. \\}c—D\eA, at Fallowden-houite, in Northumber- 
land, in the 79th year of his age, the right honourable Charles 
Earl Grey, Viscount Howick, and baron Grey de Howick, a ge- 
neral in die army, governor of Guernsey, colonel of the 3d regi- 
ment of dragoons, and knight of the military order of the Rath. In 
addition to the honours granted him by his sovereign for his many 
eminent services to his country during his military career, he re- 
ceived the thanks of both houses of parliament, and the corpora- 
tion of London presented him with the freedom ol' tlie city in a 
gold box. 

Novemiier 17. — The oflicers of the Percy Tenantry Cavalry pre- 
sented their colonel, the right honourable Earl Percy, at Alnwick 
castle, with a most magnificent and highly-hot shed sabre, with a 
Damascus blade, and on the scabbard uas embossed in basso re- 
lievo, on one side, the various armorial bearings of the Percy 
family; on the converse, military trophies under different forms. 
The whole was the superior workmanship of one of the first artists 
in London. 

December 17. — The wnrehouses attached to the glass-house at 
South Shields, occupied by Messrs. Shortridge, llussell, and Bar- 
ras, were completely destroyed by fire. 

DecenUier 29. — Three desperate offenders made their escape 
from the gaol in Newcastle, viz. John Willis, John Dlakelock, and 
David Miller, the first on a charge of foi^ry, the others under 
sentence of transportation. Tlieir efforts to break out of confine- 
ment had been continued for some time prerioua to their escape, 
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Its t!ie north wall, tlirough wliich tliey retreated, 
yard and a quarter in thickness, composed of ii 

I Reestone. So silent and secret were their proceedings, tliat no 
suspicion was entertained by the gaoler or his assistants, and at 
tfae wuol hour of inspection and locking up by the turnkey, oq the 
very evening of their escape, all had the appearance of being or- 

I deny and safe ; their fetters seemed to be as firm as when first put 
opon the prisoners, and no flaw was observable in the wall. It ap- 
peared that the frt^ments of the wall, which had been removed m 
the intervals of time between the stated visits of the turnkey, had 
been »o artfully replaced as to elude detection, and the fetters liad 
been cut asunder by implements conveyed to them. The blankets, 
by which they had descended, were found upon a dung-hill below. 

1807 (December SOJ.— A stone coffin, about six feet in length, 
was dug up in the old church at Hexham, on the north side ol' the 
place where the altar has stood. It had a thick stone cover, but 
no inscription whatever, nor any thing in the inside, excepting the 
bones of a dove entire, and some small pieces of glass, apparently 
gilt, but mucH worn olf. 

This month, died, at CuUercoats, near Tynemouth, John Ram- 
say, mariner, aged 1 15 years. He served in the capacity of cabin- 
boy on board one of the ships in Sir George Rooke's squadron at 
the taking of Gibraltar, in 1704. He retained all his faculties till 
within a few days of his death. 

1808 {Jan. 2;.— The first number of the Berwick Advertiser 
newspaper, was published by Mr. Henry Richardson, which he 
coDtinued till his death, Nov. dth, 1823 ; since which time, it has 
been published by his widow, Mrs. Catherine Richardson. 

January 14. — Daring a sudden gale of wind, several fishing- 
boats belonging to Hartley, BIyth, and Newbiggen, were lost upon 
the coast of Northumberland, and all their crews perished, leaving 
many widows and numerous orphan children : of one family, of 
the name of Robinson, there were lost a father, three sons, and 
two grandsons. There was a very liberal subscription for the wi- 
dows and children of the unfortunate men. 

January 19 — Died, Robert Melville, of South Shields, aged 105 
years. He was a member of the Society of Friends. 

January 28 — Died, at Lowrys Mill, near Bellingham, Mr. 
William Robley, aged upwards of 100 years, 70 of which he lived 
at Smalessiouth, in the same neighbourhood, as farmer and publi- 
can, and was much esteemed for big jokes and merry catches. 

March 31.— Died, in Newcastle, m his 89th year, Robert Rod- 
dam, of Roddam, in Northumberland, esq., senior admiral of the 
red. April the 6th, the remains of this gallant admiral were re- 
moved to lldcrton, in Northumberland, for interment. He was a 
descendant of one of the most ancient and illustrious families in 
that county. 

April l.t — Tlie first stone of an elegant new hall, in tlie Mar- 
Jiet-place at Darlington, was laid by George Allan, esq., of Black- 
,well Grange, George Lewis H oil ings worth, csqi and Richard 
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Hodgson, esii-, of Darlington, whon a great number of gentlemen 
were as^nibled, and gave three cheers. The bells were rung, and 
there were great rejoicings throughout the day. 

1808 CAprit 18;.— The remains of Sir Henry Grey, bart., in 
great funeral solemnity, passed through Newcastle, for interment 
in the family vault at Howick. 

April 21. — Died, in the workhouse of St. Nicholas" parish, Dur- 
ham, Ann Angus, aged upwards of 100 years. 

April 26.— The new parade ground, in Perey-*treel, Newcastle, 
was opened for the first time on the evening of the above day, by 
the Newcastle volunteers, who were inspected there by Colonel 
Raw don. 

April 27. — A very alarming fire broke out in the bark-mill be- 
longing to Mr. Isaac Richardson, in his tan-yard near the ^^^itc 
Cross, in Newgate-slreet, Newcastle, which raged with such vio- 
lence, that in less than half-an-hour the mill fell with a tremendous 
crash, setting fire to four hay-stacks in an aitjoining yard, two of 
which were entirely consumed, and the others very much damaged. 

May 17.— Died, John Lord Delaval, of Seaton Delaval, in 
Northumberland, aged BO years. June 3d, the corpse passed 
through Newcastle, for London, in great funeral pomp. The cof- 
fin was decorated with masonic emblems, &c. &c. 

This month, in digging into a mound of earth, adjoining llic 
soutli side of the ruins of Tynemouth Priory, a capacious cemetery, 
or arched tomb, was discovered ; some human bones, of a large 
size, and skulls, were found on the floor, some of them very per- 
fect. It was supposed that this place had not been opened sincu 
the dissolution of the Priory, in 1539. See vol, i. page Ti. 

June 4, — In honour of his majesty's birth-day, the new town's 
clock, placed on the top of the Subscription Library, at North 
Shields, was first set in motion. The ships in the harbour dis ' 
played their colours, and immediately on the clock striking twelve, 
twenty-one guns were fired. Clifford's fort, the Spanish battery, 
and "rynemouth castle, also fired royal salutes. The clock was 
made by the late ingenious Mr. John Dolton, of Chesler-le-Strect. 

At Newcastle, the day was ushered in by peals of bells from the 
several churches. At 12 o'clock, the Newcastle volunteers were 
ibrmed upon the Sandhill, and fired three vollies in honour of the 
day. In consequence of the 4th of June falling on Saturday, his 
majesty's bir-th-day was celebrated by the military in the counties 
of Northumberland and Durliam, on the Monday following. On 
Sunday the following regiments marched into Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, for the purpose of being present at the two nest 
days' brigades, viz. : — the East York niiliiia, the Sunderland volun- 
teer artillery, the Sunderland volunteer infantry, the North Shields 
and Tynemouth volunteer infantry, and the Hexham and Corbridgc 
volunteer infantry. The Gateshead volunteer infantry marched 
into Newcastle on the same day, ibr the puqiosc of being placed 
on permanent pay and duty for fourteen days. On Monday, the 
troops assembled on the occasion were drawn up in two columns, 
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left in front, the one in Northumberland-fltreet and the other in 
Westgate-streety and in that order marched to the Town-moor, and 
formed in two lines previously marked oat for them. The first line! 
was formed by the mllowing regiments : — ^four troops of the Ennis- 
knien dragoons, the Gibside cavalry, the Axwell rark ditto, the 
Tjrne legion ditto, a brigade of artillery, the East York militia^ 
the Newcasde volunteer infantry, the North Shields and T^ne- 
mouth ditto, the Hexham and Corbridge ditto, the Newcastle as- 
sociated ditto, and the Wall*s-£nd rifle corps. The second line 
consisted of a brigade of artillery, the Wiltuiire militia, the Sun- 
derland volunteer infantry, the Tjme le^on ditto, the Gateshead 
ditto, and the Sunderland volunteer artillery. The two lines to- 
gether formed upwards of 5,000 men. As soon as lieutenant- 
general Dundas arrived at the centre of the first line, the signal 
being given, the troops under the command of major-general John- 
stone presented arms in honour of his majesty. The firing of the 
first line then commenced by battalions from right to left, and as 
soon as each regiment had fired three vollies, the line was wheeled 
back into open column, and the second line ordered to advance 
and pass through the intervals of the first line. Having advanced 
to the appointed distance, the second line was fired in a similar 
manner with the first, and then ordered to retire and take post in 
the original alignement. Both lines now presented arms, and sa- 
luted the lieutenant-generaL They were next wheeled back into 
open column of companies ri^ht in front, and passed the lieutenant- 
general in slow and quick time, and again took up their original 
alignements. The business of the field being over, Uie troops were 
formed into a column of sections, and proceeded to their several 
parades in the town. On Tuesdav mommg, the two columns were 
ordered to assemble at six o'clock, in order to proceed by different 
routes to Throckley Fell,* about eight miles from Newcastle ; the 
right column under the command of lieutenant-general Dundas, 
and the left under the command of major-general Johnstone. 
During tlie march, a brigade of artillery joined the left column at 
Fenham, by which means a communication was kept up between 
the heads of the columns, by the firing of signal guns, llie Wall's 
End rifle corps formed the advanced guard of the right column, 
and the-Grateshead light company of the left column, who were 
joined by the light company of the Wiltshire militia, when the co- 
lunm entered on the Fell. The columns arrived at their places of 
destination within a few minutes of each other, and, as soon as the 
first was formed, the left column took up a position in its rear, 
ready to advance to its support The ground occupied by the left 
of the second line was very much broken, the men being, for the 
greater part of the movements, up to their waists in whins. The 
firing of^ the first line soon commenced, and the second line was 
ordered to file from the right of companies, and advance to its sup- 
port ; having formed and fired, the second line retreated past the 
first, the retreat being covered by tlie light troops. After having 

* In 1816, an act was obUtneil for inclosing Throckley Fell. 
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Hitertiately advonced end retreated several times, the second line 
by an amelUm movement, Ibrnied on the left of the first, and by 
that means presented a single line, extending upwards of a mile 
and a half. It then tired bycompanies from centre to Hanks, by 
wings, and by battalions. The whole being formed into open 
colunm of subdivision B, crossed the Fell, and passed along the east 
side, covered by tlie Wall's-End rifle and Gateshead light company, 
where the line was again formed, and fired by battalions. The 
tine afterwards wheeled into open column of sections, and retreated 
off the Fell, covered as before by the light troops. The whole then 
proceeded on their march to Newcastle, where they arrived about 
five o'clock. The next day the troops were highly complimented 
in the general orders tliat were issued. 

180B (June 20;.— Died at the foot of the Manor Chare, New- 
castle, Mrs. Mary Graham, aged 101 years. 

Jidy 18 A wliale was towed into Shields by a sloop, which 

found it floating near Holy Island. On being cut up, its jaw bones 
were found broken, supposed by running against rocks. 

Jtiiy 19. — The elegant and commodious Catholic college and 
seminary at Ushaw, near Durham, was opened for tlie reception 
of students, by the ecclesiastics of the ancient English college of 
Doiuy. The buildings, which are of stone, form a specious quad- 
rangle. 

Same day, died, at North Shields, Mrs. Jane Orean, aged 108 

Jtdy 23.— Died, at Whitfield, in Northumberland, Mrs. Isabella 
Mandeville, relict of the Rev. Kichard ^fandeville, formerly curate 
of that parish, aged upwards of 100 years. She had been for some 
time before her death both blind and speechless. 

This month, a Jew found a noble of Henr^ IV., dale 1399, 
amongst the rubbish of an old house, then pulling down in North 
Shields' Market-pbee. It was of pure gold, the impression per- 
fect, and weighed 90 grains. 

Aufftat 1. — Died, in the Wall Knoll, Newcastle, Mrs. Dorothy 
TumbuU, in the 107th year of her age. She was bom on the 4th 
of July, 1703, in the reign of Queen Ann, and imtd within three 
days of her death, possessed her iaculties in an amazing degree. 
Her memory being little impaired, she could relate, with astonish- 
ing exactness, a variety of events which happened during the 
rebellion in 1715, and almost every subsequent event of any im- 
portance. About a month before her death, she made herself a 
petticoat witliout the aid of spectacles, when she was heard to ob- 
serve, that " the had lived to such an age, that Neuxaslle could not 
fitmuA ker with a pair to assist her sight." On the Friday pre- 
ceding her death, she walked to Low Friar street, where she drank 
tea with a friend, who lived in the curious old house with the or- 
namented front, but before returning home, she grew very low- 
spirited, and seemed conscious of her approaching dissolution ; tlie 
next day, she was confineil to her bed. and on the Monday her 
existence was terminated. 
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left in front, the one in Northumberland-street and the other in 

Vestg&te-street, and in that order marched to the Town-moor, and 
f fiirmed in two lines previously marked out far them. The first line 
' was formed by the following regiments : — four troops of the EnniB- 
I Idllen dragoons, the Gibside cavalry, the Axwell Park ditto, the 

Tyne legion dilto, a brigade of artillery, the East York militia, 
[ the Newcastle volunteer infantry, the North Shields and Tyne- 

mouth ditto, the Hexham and Corbridge ditto, tlie Newcastle as- 
L iDciated ditto, and the Wall's-End rifle corps. The second line 
[ consisted of a brigade of artillery, the Wiltshire militia, the Sun- 
[' derland volunteer infantry, the Tyne legion ditto, the Gateshead 
[ ditto, and the Sunderland volunteer arliUery. The two lines to- 
[ gethcr formed upwards of 5,000 men. As soon as lieutenant- 

gneral Dundas arrived at the centre of the first line, the signal 
ing given, the troops under the command of major-general John- 
1 atone presented amis in honour of his majesty. The firing of the 
[ first hne then commenced by battalions from right to left, and as 
I toon as each regiment had fired three voUies, the line was wheeled 
back into open column, and the second line ordered to advance 
k and pass through the intervals of the first line. Having advanced 
I to the appointed distance, the second line was fired in a similar 
I manner with the first, and then ordered to retire and take post in 
\ the original alignenient. Both lines now presented arms, and sa- 
I luted the lieutenant-general. They were next wheeled back into 
I open column of companies right in front, and passed the lieutenant- 
[ general in slow and quick time, and again took up tlieir original 
L alignements. The business of the field being over, the troops w 



F formed into a column of sections, and i 



:eded to their several 



parades in the town. On Tuesday mommg, the two columns were 
ndcred to assemble at six o'clock, in order to proceed by different 
routes to Throckley Fell,* about eight miles from Newcastle ; the 
right column under the command of lieutenant-general Dundas, 
and the lell under the command of roajor-general Johnstone. 
During the march, a brigade of artillery jonied the left column at 
Fenham, by which means a communication was kept up between 
the heads of the columns, by the firing of signal guns, 'i'hc Wall's 
End rifle corps formed the advanced guard of the right column, 
and the-Gateshead light company of the left column, who were 

J'oined by the light company of the Wiltshire militia, when the co- 
umn entered on the Fell. Tlie columns arrived at their places of 
destination within a few minutes of each other, and, as soon as the 
first was formed, the left column took up a position in its rear, 
ready to advance to its support. The ground occupied by the left 
of tlie second line was very much broken, the men bein^, for the 
greater part of the movements, up to their waists in whins. The 
firing of the first line soon commenced, and tlie second line was 
ordered to file from the right of companies, and advance to its sup- 
--Jt i having formed and fired, the second line retreated post the 
It, the retreat being covered by the light troops. After having 
In 1RIG, in act was obtiinf>d fbt incloiing Throckley Fell. 
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altetnatelv advanced and retreated several times, ihe second line 
by an etduUon movement, formed on the lefl of the first, and by 
that means presented a single line, extending upwards of a mite 
and a half. It then fired byconipoDLes I'rom centre to flanks, hy 
wings, and by battalions. The whole being formed into open 
column of subdivisions, crossed the Fell, and passed along the east 
side, covered by the Wall's-End rifle and Gateshead light company, 
where the liue was again formed, and fired by battalions. I'he 
line aAfirwards wheeled into open column of sections, and retreated 
off the Fell, covered as before by tlie light troops. The whole then 
proceeded on their march to Newcastle, where they arrived about 
five o'clock. The next day the troops were highly complimented 
in the general orders tliat were issued. 

1808 (Jutte 20). — Died at the foot of the Manor Chare, New- 
castle, Mrs. Mary Graham, aged lOl years. 

Juljf 18. — A whale was towed into Shields by a sloop, which 
found it floating near Holy Island. On being cut up, its jaw bones 
were found broken, supjiosed by running against rocks. 

Juli/ 19. — I'he elegant and commodjous Catholic college and 
seminary at Ushaw, near Durham, was opened for the reception 
of students, by tlie ecclesiastics of the ancient English college of 
Douay. The buildings, which are of stone, form a spacious quad- 
rangle. 

Same day, died, at North Shields, Mrs. Jane Orean, aged 102 
years. 

July 2S.— Died, at Whitfield, in Northumberland, Mrs. Isabella 
Mandeville, relict of the Ilev. Richard Man deville, formerly curate 
of that parish, aged upwards of 100 years. She had been for some 
time before her death both blind a:id speechless. 

This month, a Jew found a noble of Henry IV.. date 1399, 
amongst the rubbish of an old house, then pulling down in North 
Shields' Market-pbce. It was of pure gold, tlic impression per- 
fect, and weighed 90 grains. 

Augvit I. — Died, to the Wall Knoll, Newcastle, Mrs. Dorothv 
TumbuU, in the 107th year of her age. She was bom on the 4<tn 
of July, 1702, in the reign of Queen Ann, and until within three 
days of her death, possessed her faculties in an amazing degree. 
Her memory being little impaired, she could relate, with astonish- 
ing exactness, a variety of events which happened during the 
rebellion in 1715, and almost every subsequent event of any im- 
portance. About a month before lier death, she made herself a 
petticoat without the aid of spectacles, when she was heard to ob- 
serve, that " tlie had lived to such au age, Ouit Neacastle could not 
fitmuk her with a jutir to oMsiif her sight." On tlie Friday pre- 
ceding her death, she walked to Low Friar street, where she drank 
tea with a triend, who lived in the curious old house witli the or- 
namented front, but before returning home, she grew very low- 
spirited, and seemed conscious of her approaching dissolutiou ; the 
next day, she wus confined to her bed, and on the Monday her 
existence was terminated. 
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ISOB (Aug. SJ. — Newcastle and its neighbourbood were viuited 
by one of the moat awlul thunder storms ever remembered. The 
flashiis of lightning were terrific in the extreme. The house of Mrs. 
Haisbeck, in Westgate- street, Newcastle, was very much damaged. 
J The lightning struck the back part, entered the usual dining-room 
of the family, shivered a door to pieces, and drove the fragments 
llong the passage into the front room, tore the plaster off the wall, 
. and damaged some of the furniture. Several of the bell-wires in 
* the house were melted, and a black mark of considerable depth 
left along the walls where they were. Some of the windows were 
I chattered to pieces, and a hole was driven through a thick chimney 
' wall, where the lightning had struck npon a nail. Mrs. RaisbecK 
and her daughter had a most providential escape, having removed 
Irora the room where the principal damage occurred a short time 
before, to avoid the glare of the lightning. In the next house, oc- 
cupied by Mr. Jobling, some of the bell-wires were melted, win- 
I dows broken, and the top of a bed post-struck off. A painter at 
vork in the inside of the house, next door to Mr. Joblmg's, was 
■truck down, but being bled, he recovered. Some tiles were taken 
off Mr. Leigliton's house on the opposite side of the street, but no 
' Other damage was sustained than that caused by the torrent of rain 
which rushed in. Two men at work in the neighbouring clmpel 
were thrown against each other by the shock, but not much hurt 
The house of Mr. Farrington, in the Bigg-market, was also struck, 
and the bell-wires of two rooms and the staircase melted. The 
fwmmou sewer at the head of the Side was so full charged with 
water in consequence of the heavy rain, that the pavement was 
. forced up for several yards, and the water issued from the aper- 
ture for a considerable Ume, as if thrown from an engine. The 
I^htning struck the house of James Losh, esq., at Jesmond, in two 
puces. The funnel on the top of the library chimney was broken 
iR pieces, thence it passed down the chimney into the library, 
throwing down the soot, and singeing the hearth-rug. It also en- 
tered by a window on the stair-head, struck a barometer hanging 
by the side of the window, which it shivered to pieces, passed 
along all the bell-wires, and went round the gilt franie of a large 
picture in the drawing-room, which it completely tarnished, then 
pierced the wall a little above the chimney-piece, and disappeared. 
A large rent was likewise made in the wall, communicating with a 
closet in the kitchen, the lock of the door forced off, and two balls 
of fire appeared to the servants to fall on the kitchen floor, and 
escape by the door. Fortunately no one was hurt, although part of 
the family were on the stair-head when the barometer was broken, 
L and the servants were in the kitchen when the fire passed through 
E -It. Mr. Maddison's house, at Birtley, was struck, the funnels thrown 
I ftom tile chimneys, several windows with their frames torn in pieces, 
[ and the coping-stones on the gable end of the house carried to a 
[ considerable distance. At Lumley, near Chester-le- Street, tlie 
' lightning entered the roof of a house, and killed a woman in tlie 
J lower room. Air. John ShemdoD, of Hough ton-gate, liad a cow 
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killed in a field near that place. Mr. KirLup, of Orpeth, had seven 
lambs killed near his house. The lightning entered the roof of the 
)iou»e of John Cole, at High Chater's Haugh, and forced olf the 
head of the clock, and broke it to pieces ; it then trenc up the 
chimney, without doing anjr fiirther damage. At Dipton, a horse 
and several sheep were killed in the fields. The Seven Stars pub- 
lic house, on Gateshead Fell, was also struck ; some cattle were 
also killed in that direction. Some women in a cart had a narrow 
escape, as the cart was much damaged. A windmill belonging to 
Mr. Hodgson, on the Leazes, near Newcastle, was struck, and two 
oftlie wands were completely shattered, and a large piece of iron 
carried to a considerable distance. A pike of hay was entirely 
burnt at Cramlington. As tlie daughter of Mr. Pollock, sign of 
the Rose, Half- way-bank, between Shields and Newcastle, was 
standing at the back door, with a comb in her hand, the lightning 
struck the back of the comb, singed it, and curled up some oftlie 
teeth, without doing the least injury to tlie girl. A new smelting, 
mill at Derwent-heads, near Blanchland, was nearly swept away by 
the fiood, together with a considerable quantity of lead ore- 

1808 /Augutl J ^-Thia month, the White Cross, in Newgate- 
street, Newcastle, was taken down, and put up in a somewhat dif- 
ferent form in the New Butchera'-market. See August, 1784. 

September 1. — Martin O'Bryan was executed at Morpeth, pur- 
suant to his sentence, for robbing and cutting the throat of Barbara 
Weir, upon Shields' road. Being a Roman Catholic, he was at- 
tended to the place of execution by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He 
seemed quite reconciled to his fate, and died penitent. 

September 4, — There were great rejoicings at Newcastle, on the 
arrival of the news that Sir Arthur Wellesley (the present duke 
of Wellington) had defeated the French under the command of 
general Junot, at Vimeira, in Portugal, on the 21gt of tlie pre- 
ceding mouth. This was the first engagement between the Eng- 
lish and the French on the peninsula. 

September 20. — Died, at Berwick, Mrs. Isabella Hounim, aged 
104 years. 

OeuAer 6. — Died, near Corbridge, Mrs. Hodgson, oged 1 03 years. 

November 3. — At four o'clock in the afternoon, his Majesty's 
ship the Bucephalus, was launched from tlie building yard of Mr. 
William Row, at St. Peter's Quay, near Newcasde. She was rated 
in the Navy List at 32 guns, but was pierced foe 52, and measured 
S70 tons. An immense concourse of spectators was present at 
the launch. The bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a merry peal in 
honour of the event. November I7lh, was launched from the same 
yard, a very handsome small ship of war, called the Woodlark. 

November 8. — A dreadfiil fire took place at East Lilburn, in the 
parish of Eglingham, in Northumberland. As Mr. Brewis's servant 
was going to bed with a candle, about ten o'clock, either from a 
spark from the candle or not extmguishing it, the stable caught 
fire, and, melancholy to relate, ten horses were all burnt to death, 
and the lad escaped with difficulty, without his clothes. 
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1S09 (Nov. 13^.— A new Methodist chapel was opened at Dur- 
ham, for public worship ; the Kev. Jabez Bunting, of Sheffield, 
{venched to a crowded audience, from Psalnm, xx. verse 4. 

November 29. — An explosion took place in Harraton collieiyi 
Durham, by which unfortunate occurrence four human beinga and 
twenty-one horses lost their lives. The coal was set on fire by this 
explosion, and the pits were tightly scafTolded to exclude the air, 
for the purpose of smothering out the fire. The pits were opened 
6ut at the end of two months, when the fire on the coal was found 
Id be extinguished ; but, to the astonishment of every body, a 
pony was found alive, and in high condition. This pony had a 



I trick of slij 



ippmg 



his halter, 



indering about the workings. 



The explosion happened just aflcr the men had finished their day's 
work, and the horses, 22 in number, had been tied up in the stables. 
It was supposed that this pony had slipped his halter, and gone 
upon his rambles as usual, as all the remaining 21 horses were 
killed in the stables by the explosion. It would seem that the life 
of this pony had been preserved by the fresh air which was sent 
up in the rise part of the workings, and he had lived upon the 
ftroge of his dead companions. He survived the accident many 

Decemlter 15. — A terrible fire broke out betwixt one and two 
o'clock on the morning of this day, in a kitchen, under the shun 
and parlour of Mr. George Carr, tallow-chandler, Hexham, which 
threatened destruction to a vast pile of buildings, and it was not 
known to the family above, until they were almost suffocated. 
Mrs, Carr, Miss Kobson, and three of the children, threw them- 
selves from the window of the room above the parlour, with very 
little injury. Two other children, nearly sufTocated, were taken 
from an upper room, by Mr. James Meston. The fire was occa- 
sioned, it was supposed, by a spark falling upon some Unen upon a 
clothes-horse. 

December 22. — A very alarming fire took place in the mansion 
t)f Charles John Brandling, esq., at Gosforth, exactly at the mo- 
ment of the family sitting down to dinner, which was occasioned 
by the careless manner of joiners, in the erection of buildings, 
driving wooden plugs into the walls of the chimneys, for the purpose 
of fixing their joiner-work. In this case, the wooden |>lug3, to 
Tphich the joiner-work of the elegant saloon was fixed, took fire, 
from the heated chimney of the library. However, the devouring 
element was happily discovered in time, and fortunately extin- 
guished by the active exertions of the family and domestics, before 
that any considerable damage was sustained. Had it happened 
during the night, the consequences might have been dreadful. 

December 24. — Being Christmas eve, the clock which graces the 
lower of Durham cathedral first began to chime the quarters. It 
is the workmanship of the late ingenious Mr. John Bolton, and is 

Sut in motion by a clock which stands upon the ground floor, at a 
isUnce of above 300 feet. This last, which was placed there by 
Dean Hunt and the chapter, in the year 1652, is a very elegant and 
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curious piece of medianism. It exhibits a view of the planets and 
their motions, and shews the variations of the moon ; it points out 
the day of the month, and the moon*s age, with several other cu- 
rious exhibitions. 

1808. — This year, nearly the whole of the old castle of Ravens- 
worth, Durham, was taken down, and the present splendid man- 
sion was begun, on a beautiful Gothic plan furnished by Nash. 
The castle has three fronts, north, south, and west ; the eastern 
Wde is closed in by offices in which are incorporated two of the old 
towers. Near Ravensworth castle is a stone column, evidently the 
shaft of a cross, concerning which there is a tradition, that it was 
one of the crosses erected to hold markets at, during the great 
plague at Newcastle, in 1636 ; the produce of the- country at that 
time, not being allowed to be exposed for sale at a less distance 
than three miles from the town. See 1636, vol. i, page 89. 

A school on the Madras system was this year established at 
Wearmouth, under the personal direction of Dr. Bell, and a neat 
school-house, with two separate rooms for the boys and girls, was 
built by subscription, opposite to the west end of the church. The 
whole expense amounted to about £500. 

About this time, the remains of a fine sudatory were discovered 
at Whitley Castle, at its north-east corner, out of which issued a 
clear and plentifiil spring. In September, 1810, manv of the pil- 
lars of the hypocaustum were standing, covered with large thin 
slabs of freestone, and a strong calcareous cement. 

This year, in breaking up a freestone quarry, near Bamborough, 
where the ground seemmgly had never been opened before, a vast 
quantity of tlie horns of deer (supposed to be red) were found 
buried full four feet under a solid body of earth. Most of them, 
when exposed to the air, mouldered and fell in pieces, except two, 
which were in high preservation. They were each about three 
feet long, and all their raiiiifications quite entire. Tliey were care- 
fully suspended in Bamborough Castle as curiosities. In digging 
them up, it appeared that whole carcases had been entombed 
there, for the skulls of some of them were not severed from the 
horns, and even an offensive smell arose from the soil in which they 
were buried. 

This year, some workmen employed in lowering the foot-path, 
near the north-west porch of Monkwearmouth church, discovered 
the effigy of a Benedictine monk in his full habit, the hands clasped 
on the breast. The figure was placed in the chancel of the church. 

This year, died, at Berwick, John Chisholm, aged 74 years. He 
had served under General Wolfe at Quebec, and was reckoned 
one of the best swordsmen in the army. On his retirement from 
the army, he became a Chelsea pensioner. It was believed that 
he was heir-at-law to a large property. Though, like Dancer and 
Elwes, he was continually employed in picking up pieces of rope, 
stick, &c. in the streets, upwards of 500 guineas in gold were 
found secreted in various parts of his house. 

Robert Sanderson, who also served under General Wolfe, died 
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at Ford, in North umberland, August 7th, 1607, aged 85 yeari. 
As Chishalm was a good ewardgman, so Sanderson wob famous as 
a marksman, and he is general!}' understood to have been Uie man 
who shot the French commander. General Montcalmi He was or- 
derly sergeant to Wolfe, and is the man represented in the print of 
the death of Wolfe, as supporting the general af^r he received his 
death wound. At page 2^S, vol. i., in a notCi he is, by mistake, 
said to be ordinary surgeon. 

1809 (Feb. lOJ. — As some workmen were digging the founda- 
tion of a new waggon-way through the estate of John Stafford, esq. 
of White-house, near Newcastle, an immense quantity of very va- 
luable and ancient coins of gold, silver, and copper were discovered. 

Ftbruary 26, — A very elegant cliapel, in Chapter-row, South 
Shields, for the Wesleyan MeUiodists, was opened by the Kev. Mr. 
Isaac, who preached to a crowded audience. The chapel was built 
by subscription. 

March 8 — Died, at Washington Wood, Sarah Hudson, aged 101 

In the spring of this year, died, and was buried at Bellingham, 
in Northuraberliind, Edward Coulson, an eccentric character. He 
was the son of John and Susannah Coulson, of Haydon -bridge, and 
born April 28tli, 175*. His father was a joiner and wheelwright, 
he also cleaned clocks and watches ; his mother was ■unt sagefemme. 
The old man himself seems to liave had his eccentricities. On one 
occasion, having mode a coffin which did not please the party who 
ordered it, — " Never mind," said Jolm ; " It's not 6ne enough for 
him, but it will do for me." He kept it the remainder of his life, 
and it served the purpose for which it was reserved. Edward's 
infancy is said to liave been marked by an extreme slowness in 
learning to speak, so that, till five years' old, his playfellows called 
him dummy. Ho learned his father's art, and could work well as 
K turner, making racks, reels, and spinning-wheels. When arrived 
L M maturity, he was about five feet ten inches in height, of fairish 
K'DOtnplexion, very bony, and surprisingly strong; but his chief pe- 
rn vuliarity was extreme swiftness. He had a brother, William, who 
I was an excellent runner, and is said to have lost his life by pursuing 
a beast which had broke loose, and In following which he swam 
I- RcroSB a river. Ned ran much about the country cleaning clocks; 
and travelled chiefly by night, dragging a 
[ Knall cart after liim. This rendered him a very peculiar object on 
J road ; it was a small two-wheeled cart, with two slialta, like 
\ va ass cart, in which he carried his work-tools, materials, victuals, 
1 such things as he picked up about the country. He was a 
L'Mdler, not perhaps remarkable as a good one, but be could boost 
L .of an attainment which is much less common — he could perform 
I whilst he ran ulong tlie road, and even with the instrument behind 
He could easily run before a post-chaise, and has otlen 
i travellers by passing them, then hiding liimself, repassing, 
I length bidding them good night. He had a method, by 
; bk fii^r In his mouth, of producing a sound somewhat 
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resemlding the report of a pistol, and this he miscfaievousl j employed 
to intiiiiidate traveUen. He often travelled to great dbtances from 
home, as to Jedburgh, and other parts beyond the Scottish border. 
One of his feats which attracted notice, was his going to Stanhope- 
in-Weardale, on an eiqiress errand, one winter, when the state of the 
roads, owing to an extraordinary storm, was such as to render them 
almost impassable. His courage seems to have been equal to his 
strength and swiftness : it is stated that he went to a lonely church at 
midnight, and nu^ the bell ; but he gave better proof of his fearless- 
ness, by walking along the parapet of the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
with two pecks of com on his back, which he was oflen seen to do. 
Having been out on one of his excursions, at the period when this 
bridge was in part taken away by a flood, he could not, on his re- 
turn, get across with his cart ; some worionen, however, managed 
to drag it over, whDst he made his way through the water alone. 
This is believed to have caused his death ; he got a cold which 
fixed on his longs. Feeling his end approaching, he desired to be 
removed to the residence of a person of his own family name, who 
lived up North Tyne ; here he soon died, not surviving his removal 
more than a few weeks. He was never married ; in his dress he 
afiected a shabby gentility, wearing ruffles at his breast ; he carried 
a staff of a peculiar sort, a thick twisted stick, which was his con- 
stant companion. Ned had his antipathies as well as preposses- 
sions ; he entertained a particular aversion to swine, and abhorred 
their flesh, professedly in observance of the Jewish law. His' resi- 
dence was near that part of Haydon-bridge called the Broad-stone, 
one of the cottages on the right hand, on entering the town from 
the east. 

1809 (April 16^. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Pattison, 
aged 104 years. He enjoyed all his Acuities till within a few days of 
his death, particularly his eye-sight, as he could read the smallest 
print without glasses. 

May \\. — Being Ascension-day, a terrible accident happened 
as the barges passed up the river, on board of the Hartford, lying 
at Newcastle quay. Thomas Heron, the mate, having fired a gun 
in salute, was reloading it without spunging, when the charge took 
fire, and blew him overboard into the river. A finger was lefl on 
board, and, from the circumstance of his hat being much cut, it 
was supposed that his head had been blown off. 

May 15. — The inhabitants of Alnwick and its vicinity were gra- 
tified by the completion of an undertaking hitherto unattempted in 
that quarter, viz. the delivering of coals at Alnwick, from Shilbottle 
colliery, by waggons conveyed along a metal rail-^road. 

May 17. — The opening of the waggon-way from Bcwicke main 
to the river Tyne took place, on which occasion every road leading 
to it was crowded with passengers at an early hour, and before 
eleven o'clock, about 10,000 people were assembled. About this 
time, four waggons of small coals were brought up the first plane 
by Uie steam-engine, to the great admiration of the spectators ; 
but owing to some little difficulties which ofYen occur in new 
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tnachineiy, the four waggons of best coals, intended for the TynC) did J 
not start till a much later hour. As soon as the waggons reached the 1 
summit of the Eecond and highest plane, up which they went with i 
surprising velocity and regularity, the British flag was hoisted at | 
Ay ton cottage, and announced by a discharge of six pieces of can- 
non, which were answered by an equal number from the Ann and 
Isabella, his majesty's armed ship on the Tyne, and from Deptford- 
bouse, tlie reaidence of Mr. Cooke. Immediately on the waggons 
reaching the first plane, about 400 gentlemen sat down to dinner, 
in a tent fitted up for the occasion. An excellent military band 
attended. In the evening, in order to prove the excellence of the 
' level railway, six men, without horses, took with the greatest ease 
four laden waggons, with each ten men on the top, from Ayton 
cottage to the Tyne ; and the first coals being put on board the 
.Ann and Isabella, the same was announced by discharges of artil- 
lery as before. 

1809. — In the spring of this year, as some workmen were level- 
ling a piece of ground on an allotment of Aydon Common, in 
Northumberland, belonging to Mr. Bulman of Newcastle, they 
found an urn with the mouth downwards, which would hold about 
tour gallons, having a smaller one within it, with the mouth also 
downwards, and which contained a quantity of small bones, which 
crumbled to pieces on being removed. 

May 30. — The Society of Arts presented to Mr. Luke Clcnnell, 
A native of Morpeth, and who had been a pupil to Mr. Tliomaa 
Bewick, of Newcastle, a raedul for an engraving on wood of the 
Highland Society's diploma. May 27th, 1^06, Mr. Clennell was 
presented by the same society with the gold pallet, for an engrav- 
ing on wood of a battle.* 

June 9. — The drying-house of Mrs. Cook at Athclstone Abbey 
paper-mill, near Barnardcastle, was discovered to be on fire. She and 
her two daughters, in endeavouring to remove what paper possibly 
could be saved, were soon enveloped in flames. The neighbouring 
farmers, afler llie alarm was given, were obliged to break in ttie 
shutters, and witli mudi difliculty got them out of the p!ace from 
the top windows. Mrs. Cook was carried down apparently lifeless, 
and expired the next day ; the eldest daughter leaped out of one 
of the windows, but so much burnt that her life was despaired of; 
the other was carried down in the same manner as her mother, 
nearly suffocate d. 

Juli/ 31. — A grand masonic procession took place from the 
Granby lodge-room, in Old Elvet, Durham, at half past eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of laying the foundation 
Stone of the county courts, new gaol, &c., in that city. It was 

Eerforraed by Sir II. V, Tempest, bart., P. G. M. pro tan. assisted 
y It. J. Lambton, P. G. M., and the officers and brethren of the 
' provincial grand lodge of tlic county, in presence of the lord bishop 
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of Dorfaam, the magistrates, clergy, and gentry of the county, and 
the corporation of the city. When the masonic procession were 
in the street, they were honoured with a salute from Colonel 
Shipperdson and the Durham volunteers, who were drawn out to 
join them ; and the bishop of Durham, magistrates, &c^ joined in 
the procession soon after. When the front of the procession ar* 
rived at the ground, the volunteers filed oS, and formed three sides 
of a square to keep the ground. When the grand master arrived 
in the trench, he, with the provincial officers, formed on three sides 
of the stone, and the bishop, magistrates, &c^ at a little distance 
on the fourth side. The bishop then deposited gold, silver, and 
copper coins of the reign of King George III., in a chamber in the 
stone, which was covered by a plate, with a suitable inscription. 
The masonic ceremony of laying the stone having been gone 
throush, the volunteers saluted, the band playing ** God save the 
King, * The procession then proceeded to the Assembly Rooms, 
in the Bailey, where the bishop took his leave, and the company 
sat down to an excellent dinner. The county courts were opened 
August 14th, 1811. The prisoners were not removed from the 
old gaol and house of correction till August 4th, 1819. 

1809 f August I J. — A violent thunder storm, accompanied with 
rain and hail, took place at Alnwick ; the electric fluid entered the 
house of Major Castles, and shivered a bed-stead to pieces, tore 
the wall in several places, and completely demolished the bell* 
wires ; 'a servant maid was in the bedroom, but escaped unhurt ; it 
left such a sulphureous smell in the house that they could scarcely 
breathe in it for some time. 

Augusts, — An awful storm of thunder, lightning, and hail passed 
over Newcastle. The lightning entered the house of Mr. David 
Sutton, in PHnce's-street, and did very great damage. It first 
struck the chimney, which it threw down, partly into the street, 
and partly into the house. It then followed the direction of the 
chimney into the sitting parlour, in which eight persons were at 
tea, bnnging down a quantity of bricks and soot along with it, 
dashed over the urn and broke the cups, but fortunately injured no 
person ; it shivered the book-case, seized the bell-wires, which it 
melted all over the house, following them from room to room in an 
upward direction ; it tore the stair case up in its passage, broke the 
glass of the clock, and stopped it, and split three bed-poles to 
pieces, fusing some of the iron work, and finally passed out at the 
roof. In the difierent rooms, twenty-eight squares of glass were 
broken and forced outwards, and in one of the rooms, Mr. Sutton 
had a most providential escape, being there with the intention of 
shutting a window at the time it was struck. The lightning appear- 
ed in the parlour like a globe of fire ; which afterwards divided 
into small globules that burst like a rocket. The oxydation of the 
bell wires produced an effect beautiful beyond description. The 
door jamb of an adjoining house was torn ofL The lightning also 
struck down a chimney, and entered the roof of Mr. Edward 
Mumble's (bookseller) dwelling-house, near the Forth, and at the 
same instant shattered one of the pillars of the front door, com- 
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niunicatiag with and deetrDjing all the wires of the bella in the 
first and second stories, shattered the stock of a gun in the kitchen, 
also the window shutters of three rooms, singeing the paper, and 
toHsing about the lime from the lops of the windows where the bell- 
wires communicated ; then burst out of the back stair-case window 
with a dreadful explosion, similar to tlie discharge of a cannon, and 
filling the rooms with a black sulphureous nmoke. None of the 
family were materially hurt; Mrs. Humble was deprived for a few 
minutes of her hearing, and experienced a numbness in one arm ; 
one of the maid-servants was slightly scorched in one. The light- 
ning set a bwk mil! near St. Andrew's church on fire, but fortu- 
nately it was extinguished without much damage, except to the 
wands and one beam. Mrs. Hawks' house, near Jesmond, was 
struck, and the works of a gold watch, which was hanging up in 
one of the rooms, were melted, and considerable damage was done 
to the walls, pictures, &c. The lightning struck the house of Mr. I*. 
Dale, of Walker, near Newcastle, threw down the chimney and a 
great number of tiles, broke seventeen squares of glass, tore off the 
window shutters, and dashed them against the garden pales, scat- 
tered the plaster about the house, and filled the rooms with a sul- 
Ebureous smoke, but did not injure any of the family. A horse was 
iiled by it at Coxlodge. The hailstones, or rather pieces of ice, 
were very large, and tell in great abundance. 

1809 (Aug. 13^. — One of the heaviest showers of rain ever 
remembered fell in Newcastle, and its neighbourhood. It con- 
tinued with little intermission for tlie space of six hours, with 
such violence, that every brook and rivulet wero swelled to a 
most alarming height. The small stream of water, which runs 
through Pandon, in that town, overflowed its banks, and inun- 
dated most of the houses in New Pandon-street and the Stock 
Bridge, to the depth of three to four feet of water. A boy, named 
George Innis, about five years old, son of George Innis, smith, 
Pandon-gat£, had a most miraculous escape. Whilst amusing him- 
Bclf along with several other children, with wading in the water 
near the mustard-mill, at the foot of Pandon Dean, he ventured too 
much into the stream, and was swept away, by the impetuosity of 
the current. Near the place from whence he was taken away, 
the water enters an inclosed conduit, through which lie was car- 
ried for the space of three hundred yards, and precipitated with 
great fury down a fall of sixteen feet in the midst ot its course. 
At the eiitremity of the conduit, he was most providentially per- 
ceived by a man, who, at the imminent hazard of his own life, 
sprang into the water, and succeeded in rescuing him from his 
perilous situation ; and such waa the rapidity of the current, that it 
was with great difficulty the man was him self pre vented from being 
borne away by it. The boy, when first taken out, exhibited very 
little appearance of animation, but in a short time he came to him- 
self, having received only some bruises. At four o'clock the same 
aflemoon, a short but severe thunder storm passed over that town. 
A man of the name of Henderson, of Angerlon Moor, who had 
run for shelter into a shed nt the Cowgute on the [own- 
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together with four horses, struck dead by the lightiung. It was 
somewhat remarkable, that the hat of the deceased was lorn from 
his head, and forced upwards with such fury, as to be closely 
jambed in the crevice of two boards which were placed imme' 
ilialcly over the place where he had been standing. Another 
man and a boy, and two other horses, in the same place at the 
time, were also struck down, but afterwards recovered. Several 
cows and horses at the &ir, at that time holding on the CowhiU, 
were scorched by the hghtniog. A man named Liddell, servant 
to Mr. Freeman, miller, near West Jesmond, in endeavouring to 
cross tlte Ouseburn, near that place, witli a horse, was unfortu- 
nately drowned ; the horse was saved. 

1809 (Avff. 16^.— Lord Barnard, the eldest son of the earl of Dar- 
lington, attained the ageof 2i years, upon which occasion, a plenti- 
ful dinner was provided at Kaby castle, for his lordship's tenantry. 
The park guns were hred at one o'clock, and a bait was given to 
the tenants' wives and daughters in the evening. An ox was roasted 
whole at Darlington, and distributed with plenty of bread and ale 
to the populace ; another was roasted and distributed in like manner 
at Piersebriclge ; a third at Staindrop ; a fourth at Cocktield ; a hflh 
at Oamardcastle, and a sixth at Middle ton-in-Teesdale, at all of 
which places, there were great rejoicings. 

August 19. — John Boyd was executed at Morpeth, pursuant 
to his sentence, for a foi^cry on the Durham Bank. He was taken 
to the place of execution in a chaise ; and being a Koman Catholic, 
was attended by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He was handsomely 
dressed in a suit of black, with black silk stockings, in whicli attire, 
at his own request, be was deposited in llie earth. This unfor- 
lunate young man, who was only twenty-four years of age, had 
very respectable connexions in Ireland, but had assumed a false 
name, that this history of his guilt might never reach tlie know- 
ledge of his friends and relatives. 

September 14. — An explosion took place in Killingworth col- 
liery, by which unfortunate occurrence twelve human beings lost 
their lives. 

October 8. — In the evening, two daughters of Mr. John Storey, 
of Cambo, near BIyth, one aged 22, and the other 11 years, were 
unfortunately drowned. Tlie father had been fishing at sea for 
bis amusement, and returned in the evening ; the eldest daughter 
'a securing the boat, (he younger remained at a dis- 
tance with a light, which, suddenly disappearing, the elder went 
to ascertain the cause ; but the unhappy fatlier beheld them no 
s alive. It was supposed that tlicy had got on a quicksand at 
the edge of the river, and then fell in. October 25th, the unhappy 
parent, in a fit of despondency for die loss of his daughters, termi- 
nated his life by throwbg himself into the river with a large stone 
tied about his waist. He lelt a widow and six children, ' 
youngest at the breast. 

October 17.— Mr. Sinton, of the Shield-field mill, near New. 
castle, having Btoppe«t the mill and ascended the wands to adjust 
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ttie sail, the brake suddenly gave way, and he ivas carried rounil 
upon tlie wand wiih great velocity for near s quarter of an hour, Hi»| 
distressing situation being perceived by the men of Pandon Deaa' 
mill, assistance was immediately sent, and he was rescued from his;' 
perilous situation without having received any bodily injury; if 
was, however, a considerable time before he recovered his recol-' 
lection. 

9 I' Oct. 25;— The jubilee, on his ma- 

Jjesty's (King George 111.) entrance into the 
iiOth year of hia reign, was celebrated in 
Newcastle by public rejoicings, and acts of 
munificence and liberality ;— it having been 
ascertained that it would be more grateful to 
the feelings, not only of the monarch, but 
also of the subject, that in lieu of an illumi- 
, a collection should be nmde for the foundation of a public 
school, upon the plan of Mr. Lancaster and Dr. Bell, several re- 
spectable persons obligingly undertook to wait upon the inhabitants 
on the two preceding days for their contributions, when upwards of 
£600. were collected. By another subscription, commenced amongst 
the ladies and gentlemen, ten prisoners were liberated from the gaol. 
To this lust tile corporation subscribed 50 guineas, and the membeni 
of parliament for the town 30 guineas, makin;^ in all £186. lit, 6d. 
The day was ushered in by the ringing of bells, the flag was hoisted 
on the castle, flags were ^so displayed upon some of the churches, 
and also by the ships in the river. The Union Society of change- 
ringers rang in St. Nicholas' belfry a complete peal of Holt's grand- 
sire triples, consisting of 5,010 changes, in three hours and nineteen 
minutes. The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry, under the 
command of Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., marched to St. Ni- 
cholas' church, as did also the West bufiblk, the Royal artillery, 
and the 6th dragoons ; the mayor and magistrates attended divine 
service, also lieutenant-general Dundas and his staff; on excellent 
sermon, from the 3d chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, 
pan of the 4th verse, was preached by the Rev. John Sniith, A. M., 
vicar ; af^er which the above-ntenlioned corps, with the Newcastle 
volunteers, and South Tyne legion, proceeded to the town-moor, 
where they were drawn up in line, and afler the artillery had fired 
a royal salute of 21 guns, made three excellent vollies in honour 
of the day ; they then marched past lieutenant-general Dundas. 
The volunteers proceeded to tlie Sandhill, and fired three vollies. 
The mayor, the members of the town, the sheriff, Lieutenant-gene- 
, ral Dundas and his staff, Sir C. M. L. Monck, and about 80 genlle- 
tnen, dined at Loflus's ; the band of the armed association attended. 
Upwards of 500 poor persons belonging to the parish of St. Nicholas 
dined in the yard of the poor-house of that parish. By the hospi- 
tality of major Andcrsoo, and a few otlier benevolent burgesses, 
the poor members of the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor Chare, 
dined together, on the green before the house. The boys and girls 
'^ ejdi of the charity schools were dined, by order of a party of 



I 



9.] 



SBMARKABLE EVENTS. 



49 



gentlemen, who, after the children had dined, ordered the teachers 
a dinner, and a bottle of wine each. Sir Cuthbcrt Heron, bart^ 
distributed beef and bread to fifty poor housekeepers in GalJowgate. 
The congr^ation of the Rev. William Turner, in Hanover-square, 
gave to each of the poor belonging to that chapel, beef, bread, por- 
ter, tea. and lump-sugar, to be used at their own houses. Lieuten- 
ant-colonel Burdon presented the ofttcers of the South Tyne legion 
with a dinner, at Forgter's, the Queen's-head inn ; and an elegant 
cup, of the value of £120., was presented by the non-commissioned 
officers and privates of that regiment to their commandant, who 
provided a dinner for them, in a field near West Jesmond. In the 
evening, there was a ball and supper at the Assembly-rooms, which 
was numerously attended. 

The inhabitants of the city of Durham evinced their attachment 
to their sovereign, by various acts of munificence, extending to 
their dependents and inferiors satisfaction and comfort, and ex- 
pressive of their own contentment and happiness. Exclusively of 
a large sum appropriated by the reverend the dean and chapter for 
the liberation of prisoners confined for small debts, a general col- 
lection, amounting to £120., was made and distributed to more 
than 1,000 poor families. Thomas Wilkinson, of Oswald-house, esq. 
presented to a great number of poor old persons two shillings and 
sixpence each : upwards of 500 charity children were also enabled 
to participate in the general festivity. Besides the masooic, there 
were several select dinner parties. The boll and supper at Alsop's 
rooms, were most fashionably and numerously attended. 

The jubilee was celebrated at Alnwick with uncommon festivity 
and joy. An appropriate sermon was preached in the parish church 
by the Rev. Mr. Proctor, to a crowded audience : each freeman and 
freeman's widow received one guinea to drink his majesty's health. 
The chamberlains and council dined at the Riack Bull. The Percy 
tenantry were placed upon the extensive ramparts of the Castle, 
and the artillery at the battery, and the cavalry, were drawn up on 
the plain before the battery, when three fettx de joie were fired 
throughout the whole, which had a most beautiful effect. After 
which, the officers dined at the castle with Earl Percy, their colo- 
nel ; and the different companies dined at the various inns. 

At Berwick, the day was ushered in with the ringing of bells. 
In the forenoon, the mayor and magistrates attended tSvine service 
at church, when an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Joseph Barnes, the vicar. After the service in the church was 

nctuded, the Forfarshire militta marched from the barracks to 
the walls, and being set at proper distances round the fortifications 
of the town, fired Uiree/eiuc dejoie, the cannon firing betwixt each 
round of the infantry, twice seventeen and once sixteen times, 
making fifty rounds in honour of the day. The militia having 
marched into the Parade, fired three excellent vollies. Colonel 
Allan, M.P., gave a dinner to above six hundred boys, mostly 
longing to the schools in the town, the masters of which attended. 
The mayor, magistrates, and a great number of gentlemen, 
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nt tlie Ked Lion inn. In the evening, there wm a ball at the A*-:,! 
tcmblv-room : there was also a ball and supper at the Town-haOkl 
(which, with the spire, w.ia illuminntcd), given by Colonel Allany I 
both of which were numerously attended. The evcDing's an]U8e« f 
ments out of doors concluded with hre-worlie. 

Every town, and many of the villages within tlic counties of 
Durham and Nortli umber land, evinced their joy and gratitude at 
tlieir beloved monarch's lengthened years. 

1809 fNov. 22;.— Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, In the 
Manor-cnare, Newcastle, Mary Huntley, aged 102 years. 

This year, died at Wingate Grange, in the county of Durban^ i 
Mr. T. Watson, aged 106 years. I 

An act was this year passed for constituting Gateshead Fell a 
separate rectory, and one acre of ground was ordered to be allotted 
to tlie rector of Gateshead, for the site of a church and church- 
yard, leaving, however, the whole of the original parish still united 
as to the joint maintenance of tlie poor. The foundation stone of 
a new church on Gatcsliead Fell was laid May I3th, 1824, wiick 
tee. 

An act was also obtained this year for paving, watching, lighting, 
and cleansing the town of Sunderland ; fur removing the market, 
for building a town-hall or market-house, and otherwise improving 
the said town, and for establishing a watch on the river Wear. 

The Moot-hall, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, where the assizes. 
Ice, for tlie county of Northumberland were held, was pulled down. 

A buoy, stationed about two miles to the north-east of Bam- 
borough-castle, in North umbcrland, was, in the winter of this year, 
carried away in a violent storm, and found, together with a large 
piece of metal, wliicli served as an anchor, on the sand near Nova- 
Scotia. 

On opening a gap in a wall near Bamborough, for the passage of 
carts, a toad, which had been incarcerated m the centre of the 
wall, was found alive and set at hberty. A mason, named George 
Wilson, when building this wall sixteen years before, had wantonly 
immured the animal in a close cavity formed of lime and stone, 
just sufficient to contain it, and which he plastered so closelv aa 
eeemipgly to prevent the admission of air. When discovcrca, it 
seemed at firs^ as must naturally be supposed, in a very torpid state ; 
but it soon recovered animation and activity ; and as if sensible of 
the blessings of freedom, made its way to a collection of stonesj 
and disappeared. 

1809 — This year and tlie following, Coll ingwood- street, in New- 
castle (called alter the gallant admiral), was formed, and the housei 
which stood near the north porch of St. Nicliolas" church, were 
pulled down, by which a large area, called St. Nicholas' Square, is 
HM-med in front of that elegant structure. An equestrian statue, or 
a column, in memory of a monoi'ch, or an illustrious townsman, 
erected in the centre of this square, would be highly ornamental. 

1810 fJan. lO;.— Died, at Alnliam, in Northumberland, John 
Rutherford, aged 100 years. He bad formerly been a shepherd. 
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1810 (Jim. 16>^DiBd, witUo the ndes of llie Kmm% Bench pri- 
■oe, London, gad waitwricd OP llie23diiitiie¥iiiiltorSl.GeN]ge't 
churdi, in the Beron^ Andiev Rnhhwinn Slonej Boivres, es^ 
This UskkfaHmm ktmUr^ then B€r. Stonej, cime to Newctttle, an 
ensign in tiie Mi' regiment of fiwt, niioe he had the address to 
many Miss Newton,* only child of William Newton, of Buniop* 
field, m the coon^ of Duriiam, eso^ with a very lazge fortune. In 
1770, Ensign Stonej, succeeded Mr. Forrest, (promoted to a cap- 
taincy) as lieutenant in the 4th regiment of root.f After the re- 
giment was disbanded, Mr. Stonej retired on half-paj to the seat 
of his wife's ancestors. His wife, after suffering much cnid treat- 
ment, died leaving no issue. In 1777, he married the countess of 
Stiatlunore, a most accomplished jonng widow, whose lord had 
died at Lisbon, ka^nng her in the possession of immense property, 
in oonseqnenoe of this marriage, be assumed the name of Bowes. 
On Ae deadiof %* Walter Bladcett, this jear, he stood a contest 
for Newcastle, against Sir John Treveljan, hart., but was unsuc- 
cessftiL In 1780, he senred the office of high sheriff of Northum* 
berland, and in the month of September the same jear, was chosen 
a rep r es entative in parliament for Newcastle. In 1785, the count- 
ess obtained a divorce against her husband for cruel^, and in 1787, 
artides of peace were again exhibited against him, in consequence 
of fHiich, he was finally sentenced to pay a fine of £300. to his 
Bunesty, to be confined in the king's bench prison for three years, 
and at die expiration thereof, to find securi^ for fourteen years, 
himself in £10,000. and two sureties in £5,000. each. The countess 
wrote a very bitter, but just epitaph, which she sent to Bowes dur- 
ing his coimnement. In 1790, a sentence of excommunication, 
decreed by the high court of delegates, against A. R. S. Bowes, 
esq., for contumacy and not having paid the expenses of the said 
court, amounting to £553. 8«. 6e2. ; in a cause instituted by Mary 
Eleanor Bowes, his wife, was read in the parish church of St. 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. Bowes was a compound of baseness and 
hypocrisy, and his acts (even when in prison) were of the blackest 
dye* To sum up his character in the words of his biographer, " he 
was a villain to the back-bone !" A portrait of Bowes is prefixed 
to the memoirs of his life, written by Jesse Foote, his surgeon and 
firiend. The countess of Strathmore died April 28th, 1800. See 
voi, u pages 229 and 270. 

January 20.»Died, at the Forest Bum, Rothbury, Matthew 
Hall, aged 107 years, 

January SO. — Died in the county poor-house, in Gallow-gate. 
Newcastle, Mory Walker, widow, aged 102 years. 

iP66rtMif^.f— Previous to digging the foundation for the county 

• November 5th, 1768, was married at St Andrew's church, in New. 
caitle, by the Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Ellison, Andrew Kobinson Stoney, estj., 
an enagn in the 4th r^ment (Brudcneirs), to Miss Newton, .of Wcstgate- 
•ireet, an heiress with a fortune of £20yOOO,^Newcaiile dmrant and New^ 
ca$Ue J9mnul aflMt date. 

t Newcattk Chror^k, January 27ih, 1770. 
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courts, in Newcastle, it was necessary to remove an enormous 
mound, surrounded by the Moot-hall on the noTth (then removed^, 
and by what was called the half-moon battery, on the south. This 
vast accumulation of ashes, &c. was about thirty-two feet high, 
above one hundred feet in length, and of great breadth. Tl)e be- 
ginning of this month, on dif^ing the foundation after its removal, 
severBl antiquities were discovered, which proved this to have been 
the site of a Roman station. When at the depth of five feet from 
the surface, a wellofKoman masonry was discovered near the edge 
of the bank. It is near the centre of the present building. To 
raise it to the desired level, a very strong wall m the form of a tra- 
pezium, and inclosing about ten square yards, had been constructed 
on frame work, of beams of oak, fixed perpendicularly and horizon- 
tally in the river bank, and filled up within and without with clean 
blue clay. The beams of oak were remarkably fresh, and near the 
bottom of two of them, that were placed perpendicularly, stags' 
horns of great size and thickness were found. Between the facti- 
tious and original bank was a thick layer of ferns, grasses, brambles, 
and twigs of birch and oak, firmly matted together. Near the 
north-east corner of the court-house were found two Roman altars, 
one bearing an illegible Inscription, the other plain. There were 
also large quantities of Roman pottery, two copper coins of Anto- 
ninus Pius, and a part of the shaft of a Corinthian pillar, richly 
fluted, and of excellent workmanship. Near the altars there were 
found a small axe, a concave stone, bearing marks of fire, split 
and with thin flakes of lead in tlie fissures, also fragments of 
millstones and foundations of walls, firm and impenetrable as the 
hardest rock. At the bottom of the well were found two buckets 
with their iron chains. 

l8l0fFd>. 6J.— Died, at Bamardcastle, Margaret Gowland, 
aged 105 years. 

Februaty 22. — About two o'clock on the morning, a most tre- 
mendous fire broke out in the steam corn and paper mill, on the 
premises of Mr. Harrison, baker, Gateshead. A few minutes afler 
the first discovery of the calamity, the whole of the mill was com- 
pletely in flames, and the tire had communicated to the adjoining 
dwelling house of Mr. Harrison, where it spread itself with such 
rapidity, that llie family had scarce time to save their lives ; hap- 
pily, however, they all escaped unhurt, but of the furniture and 
other effects of the house, not any part was preserved, nor even a 
single article of wearing apparel. On the first alarm, the fire-bell 
was rung, and the fire-engines hastened to the spnt, but before 
they could be of any use, the dwelling-house of Mr. Harrison was 
completely Icvellecl witli the ground ; and the adjoining one 
occupied by Mr. Anderson, grocer, in such a state of confla- 
gration, that it was utterly impossible to present it sharing the 
same fate. The fire was, however, prevented from spreading far- 
ther on that side, and the exertions of the firemen were happily 
attended with such success, that the dwelling-house adjoining to 
Mr. Harrison on the other side, and tenanted by Mr. John Mar- 
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sbiD, printer, was preserred firom destmctioo, and the fire which 
had oommunicated to it extraguished. The whole was got under 
about nine o'dodL. Mr. Anderson lost the whole of his furniture* 
c^theSy &c and nearlj the contents of his shop. Mr. Marshall also 
sustained a considerable loss by the has^ removal of his stodc 
the premises being contiguous to the river, made the iUuminatioQ 
awfuUj grand from Newcastle. There was a very liboal subscrip- 
tion for the sufferers. 

1810 (FA. 27^. — A grand masonic procession took place at 



Berwick, on the occasion of laying the foundation stone of a new 
pier for that harbour ; the day was ushered in by the ringing of 
bells, &c The different lodges of freemasons from the neigh« 
bouring towns joining that of Berwick, assembled on the mornings 
at the town-hail, along with the magistrates, commisnoners, and a 
number of respectable inhabitants, from thence they walked to the 
church in due order, where an excellent sermon was preached on 
the occasion by the Rev. J. Barnes, vicar of Berwick. After ser- 
vice, they proceeded (attended by the band, and a guard of the 
Forfivshire militia, then lying there), to lay the foundation stone. 
After the Rev. William Johnstone, of Spital, chaplain to the lodge 
of St. George, had delivered a short prayer, the stone in which 
was deposited a bottle, containing all the different coins of Greorge 
UL with several medals, and two plates, with suitable inscriptions 
on them, was laid down amidst the acclamations of an immense 
concourse of people. When the ceremony, which was honoured 
by a royal salute from the cannon on the ramparts, followed by the 
ships of the harbour, who din>hiyed their flags on Uie occasion, was 
over, the procession returned to the town-hall, where the lodge of 
St. George dined ; the other lodges dined at their respective rooms, 
and the day concluded with the greatest harmony. 

Mmxh 7.— Died off Minorca, on board the Ville de P&ris, the 
day after his departure for England, vice-admiral Lord Colling- 
wood, bom at Newcastle in the year 1750. He was the friend and 
confidant of Lord Nelson, and after the fall of that gallant admiral 
at the battle off Cape Trafalgar, Admmd Collingwood completed 
the victory in the most gallant style, for which conduct November 
24th, 1805, the freedom of the city of London and a sword of 200 
guineas value were voted to him. November 2l8t the same year, 
the common council of Newcastle, voted him a piece of plate value 
150 guineas, and the master and brethren of^the Trinity-house, 
presented him with the freedom of that corporation in a gold-box. 
The Newcastle Armed Associated Volunteer Infantry voted him 
a piece of plate, value 125 guineas, for his meritorious conduct on 
the same occasion. It was made in London, and was an elegant 
sQver enchased tureen, containing his lordship's arms, with other 
emblematical devices, and an appropriate inscription. May 11th, 
his lordship's remains were interred in St. Paul's cathedral. August 
6th, 1812, a fine whole length portrait of his lordship whichTiad 
been voted by the Newcastle Volunteers, to be placed in the Guild- 
hall of that town, was, aAer an elegant speech, presented by 
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lieutenant colonel Clennell, at the head of the regiment, to the mayor 
and other members of the corporation. The regiment then fired 
three vollies, and the guns on the castle hrcd a salute. The por- 
trait is iiainted by Lonsdale in his best manner. In 1621, a ceno- 
taph by Rossi, to the memory of Lord Collingwood, was placed in 
the nave of Sl Nicholas' church, Newcastle. It is a marble bust 
of his lordship, placed upon a pedestal, whereon is recorded hia 
various achievements. An engraved portrait is prefixed to his mC' 
moirs. Lady Collingwood died September I6th, 1819. 

1810 f March 15 J. — A self-acting plane of a wonderful construc- 
tion, was put in motion, for the purpose of conveying coals from 
Bewicke-muin colliery, to tlie Tyne. It was constructed and ex- 
ecuted under the direction of Samuel Cooke, esq., of Ayton-liouse, 
one of the owners of the colliery. The lengtli of tlie rope on this 
plane was 1,600 yards, and it was made to convey fifty chaldron 
waggons of cools, at the astonishing speed of ten miles in one hour. 
March 16. — Died, at lAmesley, in the county of Durham, Mrs. 
Mary Potter, aged 100 years. 

This month, as the workmen were digging to the common sewer, 
for a house in Colling wood-street, Newcastle, then building for the 
late Mr. John Arnett, tallow-chandler, they discovered a fine frag- 
ment of the Roman wall, built by the Emperor Scverus, upwards 
of 1,600 years before. In the wall was found a stone hollowed out 
like a mortar, and containing some bones and ashes or red earth. 
This hollow stone was inverted upon a thin stone and formed part 
of the fece of the wall. 

April 7. — About one o'clock on the morning, several CuUercoats 
fishermen, launched their boats and went to sea, it being smoother 
than it hod been for many days. They got off and examined their 
great lines, where they had lell them some time previously. WhUst 
they were thus employed, a heavy storm arose. The alarming si- 
tuation of the boats was seen from Hartley. The Blyth life boat 
was sent for, and promptly obtained, accompanied by numbers of 
people. The wind, about three o'clock in the afternoon, blew 
atrong from E. S. E., and the sea very high. The boat being man- 
Bed, then pulled through the breakers, soon reached the fishing 
cobles, and after taking out tlie men and much of their gear, the 
majority unfortunately agreed to land near Bates's Isle, instead of 
making for Blyth or Shields harbours, the former of which they 
could have reached in an hour. In returning and uearing the mar- 
gin of the tempestuous main, one high and ridgy wave broke into 
the boat, killed or dreadfully maimed the steersman and two or 
three others, stove the boat almost to pieces, yet she still floated. 
her gunwales even with the broken water. Another heavy wave 
following when she was near the land and under no command, she 
struck the ground splitting nearly in two, the cork floated out, and 
the fragments were entirely dispersed. Only two men out of twen- 
ty-seven, escaped to land ; one a Swede and the other a seaman 
named Thomas Lilly, belonging to Hartley. During the whole of 
this beait-rending scene, the shore was lined with neat two 
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ISlOf^ri/ia;.— Died,otChester-Ic-street,aged79,SirThoma» 
ConycTS, bort. He inherited of this once illustrious family, nothing 
but the title, which expired with him. Such is the mutability ot' 
human aJ^rSi that this man, whose ancestors were lords of Horden, 
and inheritors of extensive lands, actually broke stones upon the 
turnpike ! and was in the poor-house at Chester-le -street, until by 
■he generous charity of the late bishop (Barrington) of Durham, 
and other gentlemen of the county, his latter days were made com- 
fortable. There is a small engraved portrait of Sir TliomasConyers. 

April 23. — This being the day appointed by Simon Temple, esq., 
for opening his new colliery, at South Shields, the morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, &c &C. Eight waggons being 
loaded with the coals, were about one o'clock drawn by one horse 
from the pit (o the staith, preceded b}' the band of tlie East York 
militia, and followed by Mr. Temple, and a long procession of his 
friends, and two associations of shipwrights under their banners. 
Seven of tbe waggons in succession, were let down by a new in- 
clined plane to tbe deck of the sliip Maida, belonging to Mr. Tem- 
ple, which was decorated witli colours. The delivery of each was 
succeeded by a general discharge of cannon, and three times three 
cheers from the surrounding multitude. The eighth waggon was 
giveit to the families of the unfortunate men belonging to South 
Sliields, who were prisoners in France. Tbe company then pro- 
ceeded to Hylton castle, where one hundred and fifty gentlemen 
sat down to dinner. The high sheriff of Northumberland, tlie 
mayor of Newcastle, several of tlie chapter of Durham, and moit of 
the macistrates of the district, were at tbe table. At eight o'clock 
tbe ball commenced. At one o'clock, near four hundred ladies and 
gentlemen sat down to supper; after which dancing recommenced 
and continued till near six, when all retired highly pleased with llic 
entertainment and respectful attention paid to them. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Mrs. Douglas, in tlic 101st year 
of her age. 

Hay I. — The lighthouses at North Shields, after beuig rebuilt 
were first lighted, and the tide tlog hoisted. 

May 9, — The foundation stone of a wall to form a new street 
between Newgate-street and Gallowgate, Newcastle, was laid by 
Sir Cuthbert Heron, bart-, under which he deposited silver and 
cOTper coins of his majesty George III. This street was afterwords 
caued Heron-street, In 18a+, diis street was much improved by 
pulling down an old house which stood across it. 

Jtfay 21. — A most tremendous storm of thunder and lightnioK 
visited Felton and the neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered 
the house-of Mr. William Cowens, farmer, at East Thirston, it shi- 
vered to pieces a press-bed standing in the kitchen, and ran along 
and melted the bell-wires attached to three rooms ; in the parlour 
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a closet door was split. At this moment Mr. Cowens come in frtan 
the field, and hU a<^, wliich was close behind him, was killed on 
the spot. There was a loaded gun standing in the passage, which 
exploded soon after. When the alarm had a tittle subsided, it was 
discovered that the rooms on the second floor were on fire, and it 
was supposed that the lightning, which had been attracted by the 
curtain rods, had set fire to the window curtains and bed-hangings. 
The flames were, however, soon extinguished. A great number of 
squares of glass in the windows were broken, and the roof of the 
house was penetrated in several places, but do person sustained any 
injury. 

1810 (May 2-1^, — The foundation of a new bridge was laid at 
Thropton, near Uolhbury. On this occasion, the Coquetdale ran- 
gers, and Percy tenantry paraded, llie Rev. Dr. Watson laid the 
first stone, and delivered an appropriate prayer ; as each stone was 
laid, the volunteers fired a volley. The ceremony being finished) 
the procession returned to Thropton, where a large party sat dowQ 
to dinner, and spent the day in the greatest harmony. 




May 29. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to die 
late Mr. Isaac Jopling, senior, of Gateshead, for penetrating inio 
the remotest corners of the North Highlands, discovering variety 
of marbles, working the quarries, and bringing (at great labour and 
expense) the produce of these almost inaccessible regions into use. 
The above wood cut by the late Mr. Thomas Bewick, represents 
correctly the obverse and reverse of this beautiful medal, which 
weighs loz. lOdwls. and lOgrs. For an interesting account of the 
difficulties which Mr. Jopling had to encounter, whilst working the 
quarries in Sutherland shire, see the " Transactions of the Society 
of Arts, Sfc" for 1810, vol. xxviii. p. 59. The marble works in ^ 
Gateshead, are still carried on by Mrs. Isaac Jopling, junior, to 
whose kindness I am indebted for the loan of the above wood cut. 

June 1— Died, at South Shields, Mr. Andrew Bowmaker, aged 





keeliBeMi* bn^tal, VI &e Nev-tTMd Newcactk, ns Ud bj George 
Ajidtmm, o^ ■ o^iBCBMratMa of the 50lh jearof the rdgn 
df his MM f Utj G i Mfjt in„ Mtd being alio the annivemry of his 
birth, the liiiiipi » the garriton, joined hj acfeni Tohiotecr corps, ' 
assembled en the Town-oMor, and fired in hooour of the dajr. 
Msrdi4*fa, 1611, this Mhool was first (^ened. 

1810 fJmu SU-^the fban^li«i stone of a new charity school, 
near the chord). North Shields, warn lud with great solenuuty by 
John Seott, €•&, one of the magistrate* for the county, assisted by 
KlUiam linaluli, Robert Lui^, esqrs^ and others. The Rev. 
WilUam IbswcD, then stood upon the slooe, and pronounced a 
benedictioo suitable to the occasion, after which he delivered an 
degant ontion. A brass plate, vith an inscription, and several 
coins of the reign of George III. were deposited in die stone. 

Same day, died, at Jairow, Mary Wotfe. aged 105 years. 

•hify 15^^Died, at Sunderland, Elizabeth Hall, aged 105 years. 
Her lirin^Molher died about five years before, aged 100 years, and 
her mother lived to the age of 108 years. 

Jufy 83. — The foundation stone of the new county courts for 
the county of Northumberland, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, 
was laid by the right honourable Earl Percy, as representative of 
his grace the duke of Northumberland. The magistrates and a 
considerate number of gentlemen of Newcastle and the county 
assembled at the Guildhall, at eleven o'clock, and from thence 
walked to the site of the courts. On the arrival of Earl Percy and 
the procession at the site, the Percy tenantrj- and the Newcastle 
volunteers, who were drawn up in a square, presented arms, and a 
royal salute of 21 guns, was fired from the castle. Thomas Clen- 
nell, esq., the chairman of the bench of magistrates of the county 
then made a neat speech, after which he presented the silver trow- 
el to the noble earl, in the name of the justices, to lay the founda- 
tion of the building. A plate, with a suitable inscription, and va> 
riouB gold, silver, and copper coins of the reign of King George 
111. having been deposited in a cavity cut in the atono, his lordship 
proceeded to the masonic part of the ceremony, aftoi which, hia 
lordship addressed tlie audience, which was received with a burst 
of acclamation. The clerk of the peace, then handed to the chair- 
man a letter from his grace the duke of North iimlicrland, inclosine 
n of £3,000. towards the erection of the building, in aid 
of the county rates, which, his grace obsened, would full heavy on 
the less opulent freeholders, llie chairman mounting the stone, 
and displaying the three bonk notes of £1,000. each, cxplabed the 
purport of"^ the letter, and observed, this was another proof of the 
generosity of the noble house of Percy. The gift was received 
with three times three cheers , and on tlie proposition of the chair- 
man, the letter and the thanks of the magistrates were immediately 
entered in the archives of the county. Another royal salute was 
fired from the casUe, the Newcastle volunteers firing a volley be- 
tween every seventh gun. The procession then returned to the 
Guildhall. In the aflcmoon, about ninety gentlemen sat down to 
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a Bumptuous dinner.* at the Queen's Head inn, in Pilgrim-strcetr 
Earl Percy in the chair. His lordsliiti gave £30, to tlie worknien 
emplnyed in building tlie courts. This and the following year, the 
Bstiises for the county of' Northumberland were iield in St. Nicholas*' 
ehurcli. 

ISIO fAriff.2J. — A ^oung n-bnlc, called a finner, was lowed inta 
Sunderland by a Scots ^loop, which picked it up oil' Holy Island. 
It measured thirty feet in length. 

AuffHst 1. — Whilst an act of parliament wns passing for rebuild- 
' log St. Edmund's chapel, in Gateshead, which had long been in 
' mins, a new chapel was begun and built by subscription. It was 
[ consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, on the above day, and 
an appropriate sermon was preached by the Kev. John Collinson, 
I A. M., rector of Gatushead, from 1 Tim. chap. iii. ver. Id. August 
7th the bllowing year, the burial ground of tliis chapel was con- 
secrated by the lord bishop nf Durham, and an appropriate sermon 
preached on the occasion by the Hev. John Collinson, A. M, 
' rector of Gateshead, from Genesis, chap, xxiii, Ter> 3, 3, 4. The 
fbllowing year the ruins of St. Edmund's chapel were taken down, 
and houses lor the three cider bretlu'en were at the same time re* 
built a tittle to the north of the new chapel. 

August IC. — An extraordinary high tide, accompanied with a 
tmisterous north wind, and a very tempestuous sea, swept away 
about thirty-six yards in length of the outer wall of Clilford's Fort, 
at the east end of North Shields. Some massefl of stones wore 
carried by the force of the water, near thirty yards from the site 
of tlic wall. It also tore up and carried away some hundreds of 
tons of earth and gravel to the eastward of the Fort, and destroyed 
Ihe blocks which had been erected lor laying down the frame ol'a 
new ship on his grace the duke of Northumberland's premises. 

Septtmber 3. — The remains of a human skeleton were dug up on 
the bank side, near the southern end of Stephenson-street, North 
Shields. An old house had been pulled down near the spot, in 
order to enlarge and beautify the street, and within a few yards of 
hs site, the bones were discovered; a few years before, another 
akeleton was dug up near the same place. It was believed this 
w« the old house, wherein, in the year 1705, the duke of Argyle, 
then a resident at Chirton, near North Shields, received so many 
bruises in a night brawl or revel, as occasioned his death shortly 
thereafter. It was occupied by Papliian nymphs, and oi^en resort- 
ed to by the noble duke, of pleasurable and protligate memory. 
The following is extracted trom the register of baptisms at 
St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle : — " 1701, November 18th. 
Archnld, son of Mr. Andrew Kcunedy, vintner ; Barbara Ux. — 
Archbald duke of Argile, liartram Stole, esq., and Mrs. Ann 
Potts, ffmurkt. " The three last mentioned persons were sponsor* 
ef the child, who had been named ailer this unfortunate noble* 

" Anthony Hood, esci., alJermnn of Newcastle, ftlt mllier indisDOsed diir- 
f log the processiun, which prevented his attendance at <llnner, and ne died in 
' OieBigfat, totfaegient grief ct'oll hbsr(]iiiunt3ncc. 
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man ; Mr. Stole was no doubt of the family of Stote, once owners 
of Stote's hall, at Jesmond. <* ff Markt*' means the Flesh Market, 
where I would infer Mr. Kennedy, tlie father of the child, resided. 
See June 2d, 1814. 

1810 (Sept. IS J, — The opening of the cut, or canal, made for 
altering the course of the river Tees, between Stockton and 
Poftrack, was commenced at Stockton by public rejoicings. Hie 
morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells. At half-past 
seven, three sloops decorated with flags, &c. proceeded from Port- 
rack through the canal, attended by the volunteer band of music, 
the custom-house boat, the Redcar life-boat, and a numerous as- 
semblage of pleasure-boats, &c. ; several guns were fired from the 
vessels as each entered into and went out of the canal, which were 
returned by guns placed on the quays at Stockton. When the 
sloops arrived at Stockton, the company's flag (most elegantly de- 
signed) was taken down firom the mast head of the sloop which 
came up first, and conveyed through the street, preceded by the 
band of music, and placed on the top of the cupola on the Town- 
hall. At twelve o'clock, the workmen were regaled with meat 
and drink, and at two o'clock, seventy gentlemen sat down in the 
Town-hall to dinner, the volunteer band performing. 

October 25.^ — This being the day which completed the half cen- 
tury of the reign of hb late majesty George III., was celebrated 
at Alnwick with great splendour. The day was ushered in by the 
reveille and a morning gun, when the colours were hoisted on the 
castle, and before noon, Lord Percy's artillery, wall-piece men, 
cavalry, and nine companies o£ the rifle corps, upwards of 750 
men, had marched into the castle, and taken post upon the saluting 
battery, the towers and battlements of the castle ; the other half 
of his lordship's corps having assembled on Tyne-sidc. At one 
o'clock, the Jeu dejoie was fired by each branch of the corps re- 
spectively, mingled with the loudest cheers and music. After 
firing, the volunteers were refreshed with cold meat and ale ; they 
then returned to their quarters, where good hot dinners were pre- 
pared for them, at the duke's expense. His grace ordered an ox 
to be roasted in the Market-place, wad three carts attended with 
ale and bread to be distributed to the populace. But the better 
to commemorate the day, the duke of Northumberland caused the 
first stone of a school to be laid, capable of containing 200 boys, 
to be educated under Mr. Lancaster's plan, which was built and 
supported at his grace's sole expense. The school was opened 
August 12th, 1811, which see. 

October 25. — The foundation stone of the Granby Lodge of 
free and accepted masons was laid in Old Elvet, Durham, by the 
right worshipful provincial grand-master, Sir llalph Milbanke, bart, 
accompanied by a great number of officers and brethren. In a 
cavity of the stone were deposited various coins of the reign of 
George III., with a jubilee medal, on the completion of the 50th 
year of his reign. Afler tlie ceremony, the officers and brethren 
dined, and the day was s[>ent in great harmony. 



so 



lIIETOniCAL RBCIGTSK O 



[A. D. 1610. 



IBIO fymi. SJ The foundation Gtooe of St. Culhbert'a Lodge, !a 

Tweedmouth (under the ancient constitution, the duke of Athol, 
grand'OiBster), was laid by brother Selby Morton, acting master, 
•midst the acclamations of most of the brethren in the neighbour- 
I hood. In the stone was inclosed a bottle, containing several coina 
of the reign of George III., and some old ones of King William 
nd Queen Mary. 
November 13. — Died, in the house of correction at Durham, 
I where he had been confined upwards of seven years, under sen- 
I fence of transportation for life, James Allan, a character well known 
' fn most parts of the united kingdom, particularly in Northumber- 
land, where he was known by the name of Jemmr/, ike duke's piper, 
I and was in early life a great proficient on the pipes. He was 
[ capitally convicted of horge-stealing, at the assizes held at Durham 
In 1803, and received sentence of death, but was afterwards par- 
doned on condition of transportation for life ; but on account of hii 
I and infirmitJca, hia sentence could not be carried into execu* 
lion. He had nearly completed his 77tb year, and, for the greatest 
, part of his confioement, was afflicted with a complication of dis- 
orders. Had the chequered life of this notorious character been 
prolonged a little, he would have regained his liberty, as the first 
signature of the Prince Regent, officially addressed to the city of 
Durham, was a free pardon for Allan ; but death had removed him 
beyond the reach of royal clemency. There is a portrait of Allan 
mefixed to his Memoirs. Died, on the 27th of March, 1830, at 
Bothbury, Tibby Allan, aged 109 years, widow of the noted Jemmy 
Allan, the celebrated Northumberland piper. 

November 24. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, where she had 
resided ever since she was born, Thomasio Robinson, aged 111 
years. When upwards of 100, she had her tliigh broken, and re- 
covered perfectly. 

This year, as Sir Carnaby Haggerston's workmen were digging 
n lloddon Field, they came to a pit filled with human bones, and 
, which seemed of great extent ; but alarmed at the sight, they im- 
mediately filled up the excavation and proceeded no further. A 
fine seal, supposed to be Roman, was found here, which was in 
the possession of the late Countess Cowper. 

The Baptist meeting-house, al the west end of Walker-gate lane, 
Berwick, was this year built. 
• This year, the north wall of Ponteland church fell ; but the 
whole structure has since that time been repaired. 

Albion-street and Albion-place, Newcastle, were this year formed. 

This year, an act was obtained for making a turnpike road from 

Durham ^through Lanchestor) to Shotley-bridge. The road posses 

directly tlirough the vale, instead of the old circuitous route along 

the heights. 

■ The corporation of Newcastle this year purchased the Old Castle 
in that town, which they put into a stale of repair, and battlements, 
guns for rdoicing days, &c., were placed upon the top. It was the 
property of ttte government See vol. i. page 14. 
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1811 (Jan. 8;.— Died, at Bljtfa, Mra. Bkkey, aged 104 yean. 

February 1« — ^In the night of Uiis day, the Low4ight od the 
Fern Island was first lightea. 

Febrmary 23. — Died, at the High FeUingy in the county of Dur- 
ham, Mr. Isaac Jac^sooy i^ed 104 years. 

Ftbntary 28«— Died, in Gateshead, Mr. Richard Bentley, aged 
101 yean. 

Aiarek 8.*— Died, at Kenton, near Newcastle, Mn. Margaret 
Milbam, aged 104 years. 

Marek 12d — ^About ten o'clock in the erenmg, a carriage was 
unfortunately orertumed near Jesmond House. It had set off 
from the residence of James Losh, esq., of that place, but had not 
proceeded fer, when the driver mistaking the proper turn to go 
along the bridge, the carriage and horses were preapitated over a 
low fence into the entrance of Jesmond Dean, the height of at 
least 18 or 20 feet. There were two gentlemen in the carriage, 
one of whom leaped out as the vehicle was passing over the fence, 
the other was onried to the bottom, and miraculously escaped any 
injury. The driver was severely bruised, and one of the horses 
died a few minutes after the accident 

lliis month, a cannon baD, weighing 961b., and thirty inches 
in drcomference, was dug out of the ruins oif the old castle in 
Berwick : it had penetrated the castle wall about three yards, at 
n place where it nad been flanked with a tower, which must have 
been first penetrated, and of which there were sufiicient remains 
to ascertam die feet. This was supposed to be the identical ball 
which destroyed one of the principal towen of the castle, and 
caused its immediate surrender to the royal army. See the year 
1405, voL Lpage 56. 

April 10. — Died, at Anick, in Northumberland, James Crozier, 
aged lOlyears. 

May 28.— The Society of Arts presented the silver pallet medal 
to the late Mr. Isaac Jopling, junior, for a plaster cast, a copy of 
the Gladiator. 

This month, died at Seaton, near Hartlepool, Eleanor Smith, 
widow, aged 107 years. She retained her faculties to the last 

June 4.— As three hundred men belonging to the 82d regiment, 
then stationed at Tynemouth, were crossing in the military pas- 
sage-boat firom North to South Shields, to fire on Whitburn sands, 
the boat was struck and upset by a ship entering the river Tyne, 
which caused considerable alarm, and might have had dreadful 
consequences. None of the men were lost, but many very se- 
riously bruised and wet. One died from the effects next day. 
Several muskets, side arms, and hats, were lost 

June 10« — As some workmen were digging at the head of the 
Long-bank, Sunderland, they found a human skeleton, about two 
feet below the surface. 

June 12.—- The workmen employed in lowering the level of the 
flat navement, at the south door of St Nicholas' church, in New- 
castle, discovered, within six bches of the surfiure, a very perfect 
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sUine cdTIn. It coatamed some bones, and a (|uantity of earth: 
tliere being no cover to it, the bones were immediately buried. 
The cofiia eecmcd to have been made to contain a person of i^ut 
five feet six indies iiigli. There was a proper excavation for the 
bead of the corpse, and a circular perforation in the bottom of 
the coffin, for the purpose of keeping it dry. 

181 1 (June 29>.— Died, at the Norlli Shore, near Newcastle, 
Mrs. Sarah Gibson, aged 1U2 years. 

July 23. — About three o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in a stable belonging to Mr. Jonallian Bell, of Walwick, near 
ChoUerford, which totally consumed the same, together witli five 
horses and their trappiogs, belonging to Mr. Thomas Wright, the 
Carlisle carrier. 

This month, in taking down that part of the town's wall, in New- 
castle, whidi extended from Pilgrim -street to the Weavers' lower 
in New Bridge- street, tlirec cannon balls, of 22 lb. weight each, 
were found lodged deep in the wall. They had been sliot during 
the si^e of that town by the Scots, in 1644. See vol. i. page 97. 

Auguit 5. — The lord bishop of Durham consecrated a new bu- 
rial-ground at Trimdon, in the county of Durham. 

August 12. — This being the birth-day of the Prince Regent 
{afterwards George IV.), bis grace the duke of Northumberland 
endowed and opened, at Alnwick, a seminary for 200 boys, the 
children of the neighbouring poor, to be clothed, fed, and educated 
•t his grace's sole expense and bounty, enacting, as an express 
clause in this permanent institution, that the natal day of the Re- 
gent should be observed for ever as a holiday, in order tliat the 
bop, as they grow up, may learn to reverence and bless that 
Frmce to whose honour this nmnificent establishment has been 
dedicated. 

August 28. — Died, at Barlow, near Ryton, Durham, John An- 
derson, shoemaker, aged 108 years. He died in the act of soling 
B pair of shoes. He enjoyed good health, and never wore spec- 
tacles. 

September 14. — Died, at Lesbury, in Northumberland, aged 78 

years, the Ucv. Percival Stockdale, the ingenious vicar of Lesbury 

and Longhoughton. Being tlie only child of the Hev. Thomas 

Stockdale, vicar of Branxton, and perpetual curate of Cornhill, he 

was nurtured witli excessive care, and after being at the grammar 

schools of Alnwick and Berwick, he was entered of the university 

of St. Andrews. On the death of his father be became a second 

lieutenant in the 23d, or Royal Welsh Fusileers, in which regiment 

Jie served in the expedition agdnst St. Philip, in IMinorca. On his 

return, his regiment being ordered to India, he resigned his com- 

■misBion in November 1757. Two years aflerwards he was ordained 

[ ideacon by Dr. Trevor, bishop of Durham; he then went to Lon- 

I don, where he enjoyed the society of Garrick, Dr. Johnson, Dr. 

[ £rown. Goldsmith, and others of Uiat bright constellation of genius. 

Jlc aflerwards became curate to Mr. Thorp, vicar of Berwick, but 

I ia a short time rctunicd to London, aud being without any church 
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employmcDt, he, in 1767, embarked for Italy, where he read and 
wrote very assiduously. After his return to London in 1769, he 
translated ^ Tocso't AmintaJ* The booksellers having conceived 
a very high opinion of his talents, he was appointed successor to 
Dr. Guthrie in the management of the '< Critical RefnewJ* He also 
wrote a very el^ant life of Waller the poet, for Davies, and trans- 
lated for the same publisher the '* Antiquities of Greece,*' from the 
Latin. In 1771, he compiled the ** Universal Magazine,*^ and 
two years afterwards appeared his most distinguished work, ^ The 
PoeL About this time Mr. S. became chaplain of the Resolution, 
guardship, of 74 guns, stationed at Spithead. During the three 
years he was attached to this ship, his mind was not inactive, hav- 
ing, besides some minor poems, compiled six sermons to seamen, 
and translated into English, Sabbattiers' '< InstitiUicnSy Customs^ 
and Manners of the ancient Nations.*' He afterwards wrote an 
** Estay on the Writings and Genius of Pope^' against the essay 
by Wharton on the same subject This performance met with the 
approbation of Gibbon and Burke. He next wrote several political 
letters, signed Agricola, in the Public Advertiser, was a short time 
tutor to Lord Craven's son, and next became curate of Hineworth, 
in Hertfordshire, where he wrote fifteen sermons. In 17B2, he 
took priest's orders, and wrote his *' Treatise on Education^ The 
vear following, Lord Chancellor Thurlow presented him with the 
Jiving of Le^ury, to which the duke of Northumberland added 
that of Longhoughton, in the same county. Here Mr. S. wrote his 
tragedy of ** XimeneSf" but the climate not agreeing with his health, 
he accepted an invitation from his friend Mr. Matra, British consul 
at Tangier, to pass some time with him under its more genial sky. 
On his return in 1790, he wrote an elaborate " History of Uibraltary' 
which, in a fit of despondency, he committed to the flames, but he 
soon resumed his studies and composed two poems, *< The Banks 
of the Wear^ and <* The Invincible Islafid,'' and in 1807 he com- 

Jileted and published his '* Lectures on the PoetsJ* His last pub- 
icaUon was '* Memoirs of Himself^' which are dedicated to the 
ingenious Miss Porter. There is a portrait of Mr. Stockdale pre- 
fixed to his poems. 

1811 (0<A. 3^.— Thomas Elliot stood in the pillory at Sunderland 
according to his sentence, having been convicted of an assault on a 
young girL The novelty of the scene brought together an im- 
mense concourse of people, (supposed not less than 20,000), who 
behaved in the most orderly manner, hardly a single insult being 
offered to the convicted delinquent. 

October 12. — The estate of Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, 
esq., at Benwell, near Newcastle, was brought to the hammer at 
the Queen's Head inn in that town. It was sold in lots, which, to- 
gether with the wood upon the estate, amounted to about £65,000. 
When purchased by Bowes for about £24,000, it was considered 
a very dear bargain. In 1771, when this estate was advertised for 
•ale, the mansion-house, which has since become a heiq[> of ruins, 
was in the most perfect condition. There had been a chapel near 
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its south end, which was pulled down on account of intercepting 
the view from the house ; when this took place, I have not been 
able to ascertain, but a vault and a few grave stones, one of which 
dated so late ns the year 1759, still continue to mark the site of the 
burial ground, where, 

" Each in bia narroTccll fur ever laid, 

" The nidi; fore&lhere of the hamlel sleep." 

IflU f* Oct. J. — A very curious machine for cleansbg and deepen- 
■ ing Sunderland harbour was set to work. A steam-engine of great 
I power was erected upon a floating barge, which continually drove 
I round a number of iron buckets fastened to a chain, and which 
I filled themselves with sand and gravel at the bottom of tlie harbour, 
I and successively emptied themselves at the top of the shaft into a 
I .spout ready to receive them. This machine could lift 55 tons of 
ballast in 35 minutes. 

This month, after much stormy weather, the high sea washed 
■way nearly the whole of the two slips for ship-building at the Low 
Lights, near Clifforil's-fort, North Shields, logctlier with much of 
f the adjoining land near the Fort-gate. October 30th and 31st it 
I also washed away some thousands of tons of earth and rubbish ; 
I laid bare and then tore up the foundations of on old fort, which, 
[ ^m the nature of the cement between the stones, appeared to 
, have existed previous to Clifford's-fort, built in 1G72, 

November 17. — The new built Scots church, in Howard-street, 
North Shields, was opened for divine service. A very excellent 
■nd appropriate discourse was delivered on the occasion by the 
Eev. Mr. Knox, to a crowded audience. 



I 
I 





Tills month, in consecjuence of the scarcity of silver coin, Mr. 
John Robertson, Silversmith of Newcastle, issued silver tokens of 
one shilling and sixpence each. Tliis wood cut represents the 
shilling token. Mr. R. oilerwards issued tokens of half-a-crown. 
Mr. Kelty, silversmith of Newcastle, issued silver tokens. Silver 
and copper tokens were also issued from Bewickc Main colliery 
)ffice in Newcastle. 

Messrs. Christopher and Jcnnett, booksellers, Stockton, issued 
nlver and copper tokens. Various other tradesmen in the counties 
of Durham and Northumberland issued tokens. 

December 2S. — An alarming lire broke out in a house in New 
Fandon-strect, Newcastle, belonging to, and occupied by Mr. 
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Cooke, ehipbUcuit baker, which communicated to the liouse ad- 
joioing, and terminated in the destruction orboth, 

1 his year, the Westgate, in New- 
I castle, vta pulled down. It was one 
1 of those strong entrances through 
I the town-wall, and had been in for- 
mer times secured with massive 
^aies of oak beams and iron doors. 
This gate consisted of four wards, 
ind was said to have been built by 
the munificent Roger Thornton. In 
the year 1782, a fool-way was open- 
* e north side of this gate. 
Upon the site of this gate arc built 
a toll-house ; the House Carpenters' 
■neeting-bouse, and the Peace and Unity Hospital. It was long 
used a« a magasine for military stores. This gate had formerly 
been a prison. See lAe year 1648, vol. i. page 102. 

1811. — This year, Cornsay Alras-houses, in the parish of L«n- 
chcster, Durham, for six poor men and six poor women, were built 
and endowed by the late William Russell, esq., of Brancepetli castle. 
I'orth-street, Ore hard -street, and Castle -street, in Newcastle, 
were tliis year formed. The quay was also considerably widened 
opposite the Exchange, Newcastle. 

This and the preceding year, the chapel of Sl Hilda at South 
Shields, which is of very high antiquity, probably nearly coeval 
with Jarrow church, was almost nearly rebuilt, except the steeple, 
the south and west wall, and part of the east wall ; the pillars form- 
ing the north and south aisles were removed, and a single roof 
thrown over the whole structure ; the ground floor was new paved, 
and a handsome uniform gallery extended round the nortli, south, 
and west. The ceiling of the whole is handsomely stuccoed. 

1812 (-/m. 2?;.— Died, at Pit Hill, in the parish of Chester le- 
street, Catherine Aisbert, aged 104 years. 
^ Febrttary. — Several Roman antiquities were this month sold 

K b^ a person (to all appearance a farmer^ to Mr. Thomas Watson, 

H silversmith, of Newcastle. They consisted of an oblong silver 

H salver, about eighteen inches in length, carved round the edge; 

^1 when discovered it was quite entire. A silver cup, about nve 

^H inches in diameter, with only a small damage on one Ei<k- ; another, 
^H about the same sixe, was so much corroded as to full to ptcce*. 
^K A long flat handle, which appeared to have belonged to one of 
^m the cups, most beautifully carved with flowers and Uk; heads of 
^1 birds, with the following inscription. Inlaid with Ictti-rs of gold, 
^1 MATR. FAB. DVBi T. — two pleccs of Silver, carved and gilt, 

^m which seemed to have been the side pieces of a bridle bit. Keveral 
H gold and silver rings, some set with stone*, and one with an insrrin- 

H tion. Tlie rings were in the shape of serpents. Along with Ui<t 

^^ above was discovered a number of silver coins ; and a musy sold 

^1 chain about eighteen inches long. Tlic above wrrc founil in 

^1 
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Northumberland, but the person who sold them, from interested 
motives, rerusetl to give any inlbraiation respecting the place. 

1812 f March ISj— The new Methodist eliapd in Vine-street, 
Sunderland, was opened, on which occBjion, the Rev. John Slack 
officiated. 

Ajiril i. — Tlie remains of the hon.-lady Julia Percy, arrived in 
I Newcastle from Alnwick. In the evening the body lay in state at 
! lite Turk's Head inn, and early the next morning was again carried 
' forward on its melancholy route to the family burial place at Stan- 
' wix, in Yorkshire. 

April 15. — The first stone of the new work, at Hartlepool pier 
L was laid by Carr Ibbelson, esq., amidst great rejoicings. 

April 28. — Died, at Darlington, Mrs. Alice Turner, aged 103 
years. 

Mai/ 2, — The public market for the sale of wheat, mnslin, rye, 
beans, and peas, was removed from near tlie foot of Pilgrim -street, 
to the open area on the north side of St. Nicholas' church, New- 
I castle. 

May 5. — An act for lighting and watching Newcastle, without 
fiK walls, received the royal assent, anil on Saturday night, Sep- 
tember 26th, the same year, Newcastle, without the walls, was first 
lighted with oil. 
I Mai/ 7. — This being ascension day, a very melancholy accident 
r happened on the return of the aquatic party from Shields to New- 
y castle in the morning. As John Uobson, a mason, one of the party, 
who were discharging the cannon on the top of the old castle, was 
in the act of reloading a gun, owing to some accident, the cartridge 
I which he was ramming down unfortunately exploded, by which his 
t right hand was blown off, and his body feU over the battlements of 
the castle, and was dashed to pieces. 

Mai/ 14. — The lord bishop of St. David's consecrated a piece of 
_rounil, as additional to the cimrch-yard of Whickham, in the coimty 
of Durham. 

Mai/ 18. — Died, in New Pan don-street, Newcastle, "Mrs, Mar- 
i garet Clark, aged 103 years. 

\ May 25,~.About half-past eleven o'clock on the morning, one of 
the most tremendous explosions on record in tlic history of the 
collieries, took place at Felling, near Gateshead, in the mine be- 
longing to Mr. Brandling, which was always considered one of the 
It sale in the district. Nearly the whole of the workmen were 
iw, the second set having gone down before the first had come 
when a double blast of hydrogen gas took place. A slight 
rambling, as from an earthquake, was felt for about half a mile 
round the workings : and the noise of the explosion, though dull, 
M heard to three or four miles distance, and much resembled an 
nstvady lire of infantry. Immense quantities of dust and small 
»! ttccompBTiicd these blasts, and rose high into the air, in the 
rut of a:i inverted cone. The heaviest part of the ejected matter, 
Pntoch as corves, pieces of wood and small coal, fell near the pits; 
pibvt the duit) borne away by a strong west wind, fell in a continued 
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shower from Uie pit to the distance of u mile and a half. In tlie 
village of Heworlh, it cauicd a darkness like that of early twilight, 
and covered the roads so thickly, that the footsteps of passengers 
were strongly imprinted in it. The heads of both the shaA tVames 
were blown off, their sides set on fire, and their pullies shattered to 
pieces; hut the pullies of the John Pit gin, being on a craae not 
within the influence of the blast, were fortunately preserved. Tlie 
coal dust ejected Ironi the William Pit into the drill or horizontal 
parts of the tube was about three inches thick, and soon burnt to a 
light cinder. Pieces of burning coal driven off the solid stratum of 
the tnbe were also blown up this shaiV. As soon as the explosion 
was heard, the wives and children of the workmen ran to the work- 
ing pit; wildnesB and terror were pictured in every countenance. 
The crowds from all sides soon collected to the number of several 
hundreds ; some crying out for a husband, others for a i>Qrc'nt or son, 
and all deeply Reeled with an admixture of horror, anxiety, and grief. 
In this calamity 91 men and hoys perished. The few men who 
were saved, happened to be working m a different part of the mine, 
to which the fury of the explosion did not reach. After the mine 
had been made air tight for about six weeks, to extinguish the fire, 
it was again opened, and on the 8tli of July the workings were en> 
terea, and the first dead body found. From various obstructions, 
the last of the bodies (some of whom were under six or seven feet 
of stone) was not found until the 19th of September. All these 
persons (except four, who were buried in single graves) were in- 
terred in Heworth chapeUyard, in a trench, side by side, two coffins 
deep, with a partition of brick and lime between every four coffins. 
In commemoration of this catastrophe, a neat plain obelisk is erect- 
ed, nine feet high, fixed in a solid stone ba»e. It has four brass 
plates let into the stone on the four sides, on which are inscribed 
the name and age of each of the ninetif-one sufferers alphabetically 
arranged. 

1812 ^May 26J. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal 
(o Mr, 'I horaas Machell, of Wolsingham, Durham, surgeon, for the 
invention of an annular saw, which cuts deeper than its own centre, 
well adapted for the division of cylindrical bones, surrounded by 
muscles, blood-vessels, or nerves, and with less injury to those 
parts than by any other instrument in use. 

"ITie same day the Society of Arts presented a gold medal to the 
Rev. Dr. F. llaggit for his improvement of 30 acres of waste land, 
at Pittington, near Durham. 

June H. — The public market for the sale of bread, oat-mcal, 
vegetables, fruit, and gingerbread, was removed from the Sand- 
hill to a plot of ground on the south side of the new Uutchers' 
market. These slalis were without any covering until the year 
1831, when they received this very necessory addition. 

June 15. — The freemen of Durham, in consequence of S( 
encroachments, perambulated the boundaries of that city, a custom 
which had been neglected since the inclosure of the adjacent moors, 
llic procession set out from the town-hall at 10 o'clock: — the 
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graiimen on horseback, attended by the banners or the voHour 
trades, the city waits (music), drums, beadle, &c. 

1812 fjune 5J. — The races on the town-moor, Newcastle, were 

attended by one of the most numerous concourses of spectators ever 

I nemembered. Just as the last heat for the gold cup was finished, 

die temporary stand belonging to the White Hart inn, being very 

nuch crowded, gave way in the middle and involved nearly a hun- 

I dred persons in the crash. About forty persons were seriously 

Kfaurt, and about twelve dangerously, several of them having limbs. 

' broken. The medical gentlemen who were on the ground gave 

I their ready assistance, and many of the suiFerors were admitted 

I into the grand stand, or were accomodated willi carriages from 

I tlience. A woman named Smith was seriously injured, she being 

I below at the time of the accident. Mr, Itedhead,* senior, of 

I "Walker, Mr. blackbird, of Newbottle, Mr. Fiddler, a midshipman, 

a pitman called " The Duke," and Sir H. Vane Tempest's groom, 

I bad all limbs broken : Mr. MofEtt, of Newcastle, Mr. Allison,* of 

[ Whitburn, and several others were seriously bruised. Mrs. Wylam, 

[ the proprietor, was liurt in the shoulder. A tjuantity of tlie stock 

\ of wine, spirits, and ale, was destroyed. 

July 29. — The chapel at Gibside, Durham, completed by the 

[ tight hon. Earl Stralhmore, was consecrated with great solemnity 

I by the lord bishop of Durham. Thb elegant edifice, which was 

I commenced building by Gesrge Howes esi^., in the year 1760, as 

a chapel and mausoleum, is ornamented with a (jortico and dome 

I bighly embellished. It stands at one end of a moat beautiful ter- 

lice in front of the mansion-house ; the other extremity is termi- 

I natcd by n wood, out of which rises a 6ne column of stone sur- 

Oiountcd by a fJKure of Liberty, built in 1736. See vol i. page 216. 

Auffiut 6.— The high sherllT of Northumberland, Mr. Bates, of 

Milburn-hnll, the judges of assize, and a large attendance of geu- 

llrnicn, wont in procession along Bailiff-gate and Castle -street, 

I KtwcMtlc, to the new county courts to open the commission. 

I Thpy had not gone this we^ before for perhaps some centuries, 

' kaviiift tVuni time immemorial gone to the Old Moot-hall by that 

dvk, iitrruw, and dangerous passage called the Black Gate. 

AtigMtl 10.— The foundation stone of the Exchange, Town-hall, 

iKv, at Sunderland, was laid witli masonic honours, by the provin- 

aU ({riuHl lodge lor the county of Durham. Sir H. V. Tempest, 

Wiu tin thv absence of Sir Hulph Milbanke, bart.) P. G. M. pro 

few, Th» ■mici'SKion went from the Fhcenix-hall, preceded by the 

" UMkrlaiiJ \oltmtccr infantry. A plate with an inscription liav- 

K bvvti kIciHMitcd in the stone, the usual ceremonies were gone 

<wi||h, altiv which the volunteers presented arms. Atler the 

^ Ki. V'haitlHUi hud delivered on oration, the volunteers fired three 

I iW air, ITie procession then relumed to their lodge, 

[:Ht«l w^kU^I tMt olliccrs for the following year. At three o'clock, 

[ jk« Wvtikrvov ^'uilnnrn of the committee, and others ,to the number 

' ttuwK (wvhuudrvdi sat down loan excellent dinner m the Fbcenix- 

* TtKWi aftcrwnrdi died of their wounds. 
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hall. Sir H. V. Tempest, bart^ in the chair, who that day distin- 
guished himself bj various acts of liberality. May the 26tb, 1814, 
this elegant structure tras opened to the subscribers, on which oc- 
casion, in the absence of the president, J. G. Lainbton, esq^ M.P., 
the chair was token by John Davison, vice-president, who addressed 
the meeting : this was followed by an address from the Rev. J. 
Hampson, both of which were very ably delivered. This building 
cost fH,O0O., subscribed by individuals in £50. shares : half of the 
ground was purchased from Sir H. V, Tempest, bart., for £600., 
and the lease of the other moiety was obtained for 63 years, under 
£10. rent. 

1813 (Aug. nj. — Died, in Gateshead, Isabella Sharp, at the great 
age of 114 years. It appeared by the baptismal register of that 
place, that she was christened August 17th, 1698. 

^1^114(31. — The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry pre- 
sented their colonel. Sir M. \V. Ridley, bart., with a magnificent 
Eiece of plate, as a token of the high estimation in whicb they held 
is conduct as their commanding officer. At two o'clock, the re- 
giment assembled in Pilgrim-street, from whence they marched 
to the Moor, attended by a great concourse of people. Having 
nuirched past their colonel in review, the regiment formed three 
deep, was wheeled forward and formed in a circle, in the centre 
of which the vase being placed, licut.-coL Ridley stepped forward, 
and addressed Sir M. W. Ridley in the most appropriate language, 
to which the colonel made a suitable reply. Tlie ceremony of 
presentation being over, the regiment greeted him with three times 
three cheers, in which they were joined by the company present. 
The regiment was then wheeled back into line, when they fired a 
feu dejoie, the guns on the castle firing a salute. They tlien ad- 
vanced in line, and made a general salute to their colonel. Before 
the regiment was dismissed, the companies were presented with ten 
guineas each by the colonel, to regale themselves with on the occa- 
sion. The bells of St. Nicholas' church continued to ring at inter- 
vals during the day. In the latter part of the day, a magnificent 
dinner was served up in the Assembly-rooms, to die officers and a 
large party of visitors. Besides the officers of the regiment, there 
were present the mayor and principal members of the corporation 
of Newcastle; the general officers and staff of the northern dis- 
trict ; the commanding officers of the cavalry, artillery, engineers, 
and militia then in Newcastle, and of the different volunteer coips, 
&C. in the neighbourhood, besides a great number of visitors, making 
in all a party of 132. The vase presented on tliis occasion was of 
silver, of an elegant Etruscan form, and was nearly two feet high. 
The sides were ornamented with military trophies and the arms of 
Ridley ; its cover was surmounted by an elegant female figure, re- 
presenting the town of Newcastle upon Tyne. It was of uie value 
of £350. 

September S3.— Died, at North Shields, Daniel Todd, aged 64> 
years; an eccentriccharocler, well known by the name of /'0r''£/''A^. 
October 10. — An explosion took place in Herrington-mlU fit, 
when twenty boys and four men were killed. 
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1812 (Od. 2i;^There waa a remarkable liigh tide at Shields. 
About 60 feet of the wall of CliRbrd's Fort were swept away, and 
the Northumberland life-boat house was entirely broken to pieces. 
Some hundreds of masts, buoys, &c. were carried away, and the 
water flowed into many of the houses in North Shields. It flowed 

I upon his grace the duke of NorthuDtberland'E new quay, and reach- 

['W the doors of the warehouse. 

Novetnber IB. — Some workmen employed in a quarry at Byker- 
lUI, near Newcastle, on splitting a huge block of freestone, nearly 
T-lhree tons weight, found a living toad in the middle of it. The 

ififtvity that contained the animal, to which there was no passage, 

L'*as the model of its figure, and was lined with a black substance, 

f inffused with moisture. 

The new building in Claypath, in the city of Durham, was this 

I year opened for the Blue-coat and Sunday schools. 

I The Anti-burgher meeting house, near the middle of Churchr 

I ■b'eet, Berwick, was this year built. 

This year, the bridge was built over Pandon-Dean, Newcastle, 
and Bridge-street formed. 

', About this year, in forming drains at the northern extremity of 
tte slake at Hartlepool, about live feet beneath the surface, several 
holes or graves, about oight feet square, were discovered, flilcd 
with human bones ; trees also, the wood of which was found in 
excellent preservation, togetlier with the antlers of deer, and bd 
immense number of teeth, which, on being examined with atten- 
tion, were supposed to have belonged to these animals. 

1913 (Jan, 29J.— Between four and five o'clock on the morn- 
ing, a fire was discovered in the house of Miss Rudd, in Mosley- 
Btreet, Newcastle, which had a most alarming appearance ; but by 
die timely arrival of the Newcastle and Hoyal Exchange fire-office 
engines, and the great exertions of the men belonging to the same, 
it was happily extinguished soon after seven o'clock, though not 
before considerable damage was done to the house, and to Miss 
Rudd's stock of millinery. A party of the Royal Bucks militia at- 
tended with the greatest promptiiude upon the occasion, and were 
of service in protecting the property and in keeping off the crowd. 
February G. — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle was esta- 
blished, when the purport of its institution was declared to be 
" Inquiry into Antiquities in general, but especially Into those of 
the North of England, and of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Durham, in particular." The first part of the 
Society's Transactions was published to Newcastle in 181G, under 

I the title of Archieologia Tirana. 

! Same day, the winil corn-mill of Mr. Watson, near South Shields, 

I was burnt down. The fire waa occasioned by violent friction. 

Februarj/ 30. — About one o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out at tJie New Mills, belonging to the corporation of Berwick, occu- 
pied by Mr. John Forster, winch burnt two barley mills, and one 
Mey-Btone mill, and a quantity of oatmeal, before it was got under ; 
but by timely assistance, it was prevented from reaching the flour 
mills and pnncipal buildings. 
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1813 (MarchSl). — The labourers employed in removing the hill 
of earth called the Mouot, near the old casile, in Newcaelle, found 
the skeletons of Ik-o tneu, about a foot and a half below, the sur- 
face ; one of them was lying with the face downward, and from the 
ireehness of its appearance, would seem to have not been buried 
many years. 

Tliia month, died at Todholee, near Elsdon, in Northumberland, 
Mr. William Snowdon, farmer, aged upwards of 100 years. 

April I. — At the quarterly court of the Infirmary of Newcas- 
tle, an excellent full length portrait of William Ingham, esq., 
painted in consequence of a subscription by liis private friends, was 
presented to the institution, as a testimony of respect for his valu- 
able services to the charity as surgeon, during thirty-three years. 
The painting, which is admirably executed, is by Mr. Nicholson, of 
NewcasUe. Mr. Ingliara died November a6th, 1817. There is a 
very finely engraved portrait of Mr. Ingliam, done at the expense 
of his family, and presented to particular friends. 

April 6. — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, William Gant- 
ney, aged 102 years, He had been 60 years an out-pensioner of 
Chelsea hospital. 

April 12. — Died, at Great WhittJngham, in Nortliumbcrland, 
Sarah Kobson, aged 104 years. She reaped in the harvest field in 
her 102d year, and retained her faculties to the last. 

April 15. — An act for improving the pier and port of Hartlepool, 
received the royal assent. It bad long been in a ruinous state. This 
year also, a life-boat was established at Hartlepool. 

Ajml IC— Died, at 
his house in Portland 
Place, London, after an 
illness of two days. Sir 
Matthew White Rid- 
ley, of Blagdon, in 
Northumberland, bnrt., 
the 67lh year of his 
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volunteer inrantry, from its first establishment m 1798, to the 
period of the general diimissal of the volunteers in 1813. He wu 
one of the oldest members of the merchants' company, and at the 
period of his death, had been 35 years its governor. In 1819, a 
beautiful monument to his memory by Flaxman, was placed in the 
nave of St. Nicholas' church. It displays in very high relief, a full 
length fieure of the deceased, as large as life, dressed in a Itonivi 
toga, and standing in a graceful and dignified attitude, with other 
Btlribuies, together with a shield charged with the family arms. 
There is a large portrait of Sir M. W. Ridley, barL, engraved by Rl- 
tler, from a painting by Hoppner. There is also a reduced copy of 
this published by John Sykes, Lady Uidley, died August 3d, 
1806. On the 18th, the body arrived in Newcastle, from London, 
and was interred in the family vault in St. Nicholas' church, the 
day following. The preceding wood-cut shews a portion of Sir M. 
W. Ridley's monument. 

1813/ AprU 16;.— George Wilson, of Newcastle, the celebrated 
pedestrian, whilst confined for debt in the gaol of Newgale, in that 
town, undertook for the trifling sum of three pounds one shilling, 
to walk 50 miles in twelve successive hours, within the prison walls. 
A small flagged yard, measuring thirty-three feet by twenty-five and 
s half, was chosen as the stage of action. This he performed four 
I, minutes and forty-three seconds within the time stipulated, being 
' ;BD uncommon effort in so circumscribed a situation, having taken 
10,300 turns to make up the distance, at four turns to each round. 
He walked the last 6 miles in one hour, twenty minutes, and forty 
Mcondg. Since that time, this man has done various feats in pe- 
destrianism both in London, Newcastle, and other places. There 
■le various portraits of this pedestrian both in wood and copper ; 
the former have accounts of his different pedestrian feats under' 
Death. Aflcr liis memorable struggle with the Ulsckheath magis- 
trates, a life of him was published m London in 1815, 8vo. wi& a 
{wrtrait, aged 50. 

May 7. — Died, at Fowberry Tower, in Northumberland, in the 
79th year of his age, George Cultey, Esq., the eminent ngricultu- 

' rist and breeder. Mr. Culley, assisted by Messrs. Builcy and 
Pringle, drew up the " Agricultural SurveT/ of NorlhumierlGnd 
Cumberland, and Wetlmoreland," 8vo. 1805. 

Mat/ 12. — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Mr. Thomas 
Hunter, aged 104 years. He had formerly been a sea captain. 

L - Maj/ 25. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to Wil- 

[ liam Backhouse, esq. of Field House, near Darlington, tor planting 

1 900,000 larches, and 50,000 other timber trees, on waste ground ; 

Rand to Jonathan Backhouse, jun. esq., of Darlington, lor planting 

Z 871,000 larches, a silver medal. 

L The same day, the Society of Arts presented tlie lesser silver 
Ptnedal to Thomas White, esq., of Woodlands, in the county of 
TDurham, for his application of larch bark to answer all the pur- 

VpMes of oak bark in tanning leather. 

l^ Jtmt 9. — A handsome school-house, built at an expense of nearly 
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£300., was opened at Heighinglon, in the county of Durham. The 
school was originallj' fouudeJ in 1601, by ElUabeth Jenison, of 
Walworth, widow of Thomas Jenison, esq. 

1813 (Jwae 11) — Died, at Barnardcastle, Mr. Cuihbert Vasey, 
farmer, aged 100 years. 

June 13. — A oew Methodist chapel waa opened at Stockton, 
and two appropriate discourses were delivered by the Rev. T. 
Lessey, to upwards of S,000 people. 

Jtme 23. — The foundation stone of a new bridge over the river 
Allen, near Allendale smelt-mill, was laid by Colonel Wentworth 
Beaumont, with the usual ceremonies. In the centre of the stone 
were deported several coins of George 111. The colonel and a 
party of bis friends afterwards partook of a cold collation with the 
committee ; and on retiring, he gave £21. towards the erection of 
the bridge, and £5. to the workmen employed in building it. 

Juty 6. — Died, at Fulham, near London, in the 79th year of his 
age, Granville Sharp, esq. This venerable character was bom at 
Durham, on the 10th of November, 1735, O. S. He retained the 
vigour of his mind and body till within a short period of his dis- 
solution, and, without any symptoms than those of natural decay, 
terminated a life which had been actively devoted to the best in- 
terests of liberty, religion, and humanity. 

July 17. — An unfortunate act^idcnt happened by fire damp, at 
Collingwood Main colliery, on the river Tyne, by which eight men 
were killed, and two severely burnt. Several horses also suffered. 
July li8. — Died, in Gateshead, Mary Gold, aged 101 years. 

August \. — Died, ofler a short but 
evere illness, at his seat at Wynyard, 
I ear Stockton, Sir Henry Vane Tempest, 
bart., M. P. for the county of Durham, 
and on the I2lh, his remains were depo- 
sited in the family vault of Long-Newton. 
Tlie melancholy procession left Wynyard 
at ten o'clock, attended by an immense 
train of his friends and tenantry, passing 
through Wolviston, Stockton, and Elton, 
to Long- Newton. The rood was thronged with anxious spectators, 
drawn from all parts of the county, to pay the lost sad tribute of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. At two o'clock, the 
funeral procession reached Long-Newlon, the ancient residence 
of the Vane family. The pall was supporled by J. D. Nesham, 
R. E. ,D. Shafto, Edward Shipperdson, Richard Wright, Cuthbert 
Sharti, Thomas Wilkinson, John W'harton, and Robert Surtees, 
esquires. The chief mourners were M. A. Taylor, esq. M. P. and 
Mr. Vane. The church ofLong.Newton was crowded to excess, 
and the solemn service was frequently interrupted by the sighs and 
tears of the congregation. It seemed as if every one present had 
tost hia dearest friend and nearest connexion, so much was Sir H. 
V. Tempest beloved and lamented. May 31st, 1820, Lord Stewart 
(now marquis of Londonderry) presented a whole-length portrait 
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of Sir HeArj Vane Tempest, in a splendid fraroei to the Exchange 
Coffee-room at Sunderland. 

1813 (Aug. 9 J, — About six o'clock in the evening, a fire broke 
out in the paper-hanging manufactory of Messrs. Goodlad and Co., 
situated in a yard opposite the Cross-house, in Westgate-street, 
Newcastle. Ihis manufactory occupied part of the second story, 
and all the upper part of the building, and, with its contents, was 
entirely consumed. Considerable damage was sustained in the 
stable and warehouses of Mr. R. Pearson, drvsalter, which were 
on the ground floor in the same building, and to whom the pre- 
mises belonged. Mr. Hodgson, a coach-maker, whose work-wop 
was in the second story, also suffered considerable loss. 

August 27. — As the workmen of Messrs. Hawks and Co. were 
trying some new ordnance, they, by some accident, missed their 
intended mark, and the ball went oyer into Gateshead, struck the 
stone in front of Mr. Uoddam*s house, broke eleven panes of glass, 
and fell into the street without other mischief. 

September 1. — Died, at Heddon-on-the-Wall, Mrs. Ann Ruther- 
ford, aged 102 years. 

September 2. — An ingenious and highly interesting experiment 
was performed in the presence of a vast concourse of spectators, 
on the railway leading from the collieries of Kenton and Coxlodge, 
near Newcastie, by the application of a steam-engine, constructed 
by Messrs. Fenton, Murray, and Wood, of Leeds, under the direc* 
tion of Mr. John Blenkinsop, the patentee, for the purpose of 
drawing the coal waggons. About one o'clock the new invention 
was set a-going, having attached to it sixteen chaldron waggons 
loaded with coals, each .waggon with its contents weighing four 
tons or thereabouts, making altogether an aggregate weight little 
short of seventy tons. Upon peHectly level road, the machine so 
charged, it was computed, would travel at the rate of three and a 
half miles per hour, but in the present instance its speed was short 
of that, owing, no doubt, to some partial ascents m the railway. 
Under all the circumstances, it was very highly approved of, and its 
complete success anticipated. Ailer the experiment was finished, 
a large party of gentlemen connected with coal-mining partook of 
an excellent dinner provided at the Grand Stand for ttie occasion, 
when the afternoon was spent in the most agreeable and convivial 
manner. "^ 

September 21.— Died, at South Shields, Mr. William Bel), mil- 
ler, aged 100 years. 

September 28 The Hall Pit at Fatfield colliery, in the pari^ 

of Chester-le-Street, fired from the foul air, and thirty-two men 
and boys were killed. 

October 6. — The Rev. John Hodgson presented to the Anti- 
quarian Society of Newcastle a copper coin of Egfrith, king of 
Northumberland, called a styca. This coin is of great rarity, so 
much so, that, according to Pinkerton, it is upwards of 150 years 
earlier than any other Saxo-Northumbrian coin known to be in 
existence. A small vessel of red earthenware, containing several 
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of these coins, was found in the chapel-yard of Hcworth, in the 
county of Durham. The same gentleraan ailcrwards pesented 
the vessel to the above society. 

1813 / Oct. 10 J An elegant new Methodist chapel, on the New 

Road, Newcastle, was opened for divine service, and collections 
were made towards the building, amounting to nearly £90. Part 
of this building wag aflerwards used as a granary, but the whole 
building is now again used as a place of worship. 

October IB. — Died, in Newcastle, aged A5 years, Mr. Isaac 
Garner, printer. He was the author of many poetical pieces of 
considerable merit, which appeared in different journals, among 
which are " 7%e llind, or a Voyage to Uia Went Jndiex" •• TKe 
Splendid Guinea," " Sonnet to the Rainbow," S,c. These pieces 
particularly attracted public notice. 

November 3, — The members of the Antiquarian Society of New- 
f^astle, established under the patronage of his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, held their first meeting in apartments in the old 
castle of tliat town, which were neatly fitted up for their reception. 

Nov^a&er 11. — Died, at Collingwood Main, near North Shields, 
Mrs. Richardson, aged 104 years. She retaineil all her faculties 
to within a few weelis of her death. 

November 15, and the following day, the Northumberland mili- 
tia passed through Newcastle, on its route to Scotland. The van 
division of the regiment, which was headed by lieut.-colonel Coul- 
■on, was, on its entrance into the town, greeted with a salute of 
guns from the old castle, the bells of St. Nicholas' cluircli rang a 
peal, and every demonstration of joy was displayed, in compliment 
to the " Lads of the Tyne" The crowds of people assemljled to 
meet them were immense Dean-street was completely blocked as 
they marched up. The regiment had not been in Newcastle for 
upwards often years. June Slth, 1814, this regiment was disem- 
bodied at Alnwick ; they hod been in actual service upwards of 
eleven years. 

November 20. — An alarming fire broke out in a building adjoin- 
uig the Rev. Mr. Pringle's new chapel, iu Cbvering-place, in New- 
cnstle. The fire begaa in a room, which was used as a work-place 
by the joiner who u*aa employed an the premises ; but its origin 
could not be accounted lor, as he had carefully watered out bis 
fire at four o'clock, and another person who looked into the room 
about eight, found it perfectly dark. The building was enthely 
consumed, with its contents, among which was a valuable library 
belonging to the society. By great exertions, the chapel and the 
neighbouring houses were saved from conflagration, An extensive 
library in Mr, Cuthbert's house adjoining was greatly injured, and 
Bt one time the fire had caught the roof of the chapel. 

November29. — Edward Moises, aged IGyears, only son nf the Rev. 
Edward Moises, M.A., and Christopher Hesleton, aged 17 years, 
were unfortunately drowned in the new water pond on the Town- 
rooor, Newcastle, from tlic ice giving way, whilst skaiting upon ii. 
There is a neat mural monument to the memory of the former put 
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1813 (Nov. 29^.— Sunderland was illuminated three nighu, to 
commemorate tlie glorious news of Holland and Hanover being 
\ Stee. On the above night, the town shone uncommonly brilliant, 
I when were displayed numerous devices and transparencies of 
r " Ohanck Boven," " Wellington," &c &c. The only draw- 
r back to the general joy was the fury of the lower orders towards 
V that very peaceable sect, the Friends, who would not light up* 
r Bud numerous were the squares of glass that were broken each 
I night: one person of that persuasion had every square of glass in 
[ his house broken, and at one time several empty tor-barrela were 
I in a blaze before his shop and house, to the great terror of the in- 
] mates. 

December 15. — In celebration of Lord Algernon Percy having 

\ attained his 21st year, tlie bells of tho different churches in New- 

I castle were rung through the day. The morning was ushered in 

I At North Shields by a discbarge of 21 guns in the Market-place. 

At noon, the Percy volunteer cavalry, commanded by Captain 

Coward, paraded in the Market-place, and tired &feu dtjoie, which 

ves returned by a round of 21 guns. At sun-set another discharge 

of 21 guns took place, afler which there was a grand dinner at Mrs. 

Carr'e, the Northumberland arms inn ; William Linskill, esq. in the 

1 chair. This young nobleman was at this time serving his country 

r in the royal navy, stationed in the Mediterranean sea. 

December 22. — There was a grand dinner at the Assembly-rooms 
in Newcastle, in commemoration of the deliverance of Holland from 
^ench oppression, and of the series of brilliant successes which 
bad attended the arms of England and those of her allies. About 
■ix o'clock the company, consisting of two hundred, sat down to 
dinner, the right worshipful the mayor of Newcastle in the chair. 
Amongst the company present were the ear! of Strathmore, Sir J, 
£. Swinburne, Sir Thomas Lid dell, and Sir Charles Loraine, harts.; 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., Major-general Fuller, the High-she- 
rifis of Nortliumberland and Durham, Archibald Reed, esq., Tho- 
mas Gibson, esq., &c. &c. The outside of the building was literally 
cavered with variegated lamps, with the words " Orange Boven ' 
in gilt letters. A transparency of the "Dutch Night-tnare" repre- 
■enting Buonaparte asleep in his tent, with a huge Dutchman 
■eated upon his breast, smoking his pipe, excited considerable cu- 
riosit}-. 

December 21 — About half-past one o'clock on the morning, an 
ixplosion took place in Felling colliery, by which twenty-two per- 
nni were hurried into eternity, several others severely burnt, and 
I ill the under-ground horses but one destroyed. 'ITie accident oc- 
[ curred at the time of calling course, or when one set oi'men were 
I relieving another. Several of the morning shift men were stand- 
I ing round the mouth of the pit, waiting to go down, when the 
I- luBt occurred, and the part who hod just descended met it soon 
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after they tnd reached the bottom of the shaft ; these wcro moat 
miserably burnt and mangled. Among the unrortunatc sufrervrH 
were the two overmen of the colliery, Mr. William Ilastrell and 
Mr. Thomas Morrows, and two of the deputies, Mr. Robert Stoves 
and Mr. Martin Greener. Some of the men left large familieE. 

1813. — This year, a society was instituted at Sunderland for the 
prevention of accidents in coal mines. 

The church of Elwick, in the county of Durham, dedicated lo 
St. Peter, was this year considerably repaired, and the leaden roof 
exchanged for slate. It is a picturesque, grey structure, with a 
low massy tower and buttresses. 

This year, died, at Barnardcastle, Hugh MaclaJnc, aged 104 
years. 

1811 (Jtm. 15J. — The frost was bo inten«], that the river Tyne, 
at Newcasde, was completely frozen over. The temptation to in- 
dulge in skaiting was not to be resisted ; and on the above day' 
(Saturday) a Dutcli seaman put ilie strength of the ice to the test, 
by passing over it with beef bones tied to the soles of his shoes, 
and a long pole of wood in his hand, that in case the ice had broken 
under him, he might have supported himself with the pole until 
assistance had been afforded him. Numbers soon afterwords ven- 
tured upon it, and the next day, notwithstanding it snowed very 
hard almost the whole time, the skaiters were numerous, and con- 
tinued their diversion till the evening. On the Monday anil Tue»- 
day, the ice having been swept by the keelraen, who, by tlii* means, 
endeavoured to raise a little money to maintain themselves whilst 
laid otr work by the frost, the number of people who ventured apon 
the ice was very great, and even ladies graced the scene witli tlieir 
presence. The skaitera were very numerous, and amongst tluHw: 
who delighted the spectators by their grace and expertness in this 
most elegant exercise, were particularly noticed Cuthbert Ellison, 
esq., M. P. for Newcastle, and Messrs. Gihson, Home, Biggfc 
Smith, &c The ice, after these two days, was covered with racb 
a quantity of snow as to render skaiting impracticable. The snow 
being reduced by a quantity of rain which fell, became afterward* 
so frozen as to present once more an uncommonly thick Mn&ce oC 
ice. Of this opportunity numbers availed themselves ; ti»e mtr, 
/or several days, continued to be covered with crowtb o£ F**'V'*< 
amusing themselves in didereni ways upon its sur&oe. Sevcal 
booths were erected upon the ice, for the sale of spirituoia Uqaau, 
and some 6rcB kindled. The immense tfiickness of the ice ranvvig 
all fear of danger, numerous parties, of all ages, raoki^ ami Macs, 
were to be seen in every direction, perambtdating tntr ka ^tmw 
sur&ce, and enjoying the novelty of the scene. Serenl ace> Imk 
place, both with and without skates, for prizes conriitBK fOaa- 
pally of different pieces of wearing apparel, as hal^ MM^^p^Ac* 
but in one instance, of the substantial cowfart at * Itf ^mrnKm f 
These afforded great amusement. On other^tftt tf dHicc p0* 
ties might be seen playing at foot-ball, qutHU^ 4c tad m eahv 
directions, fruit and cake sellers, fiddlen, |ip 
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scene more resembled a country wake or tair, or a racG^^ound, 
Oaa Any thing else to wliich it could be comgiarecl. From the 
brilliancy of the moon, vhich was tben full, the sports were conti- 
nued each night to a latt- hour. Another partial thaw took place, 
but ft very iharp Irost suceeeding, the same scenes and amusements 
. were renewed. On one day, a horse and a sledge were upon the 
ice, and on another, a horse and a gig. Both getting on and off the 
ice was attended wiUi vonie difficulty, the edges being so broken 
by the rising and falling of tlie tide. Gangways were laid down 
at different places, to remedy this inconvenience, and a toll being 
[ VKacted from every person who passed over, became a source of re- 
y venue for those persons who were laid off employment by the frosL 
Each gangway was attended by four men, who were changed every 
day. The average thickness of the ice was stated at about ten 
inches ; in some places tliere was a double ice. The sheet whicli 
admitted of skaiting extended from Uedhcugh to the Glass-house 
bridge. The navigalion of the river was completely closed, as far 
down as St. Peter a Quay. The ice finally broke up on Sunday 
the Cth of February. 

1814 {Feb. 8J Died, at Tweodmouth, James Robinson, com- 

nionly called Jemmr/ Dumps, aged 94 year», an eccentric character. 
He was a drum-major at ^le battle of Preston, in 1746, and was 
faighly offended when told that he ran away on that day. He 
seined his livelihood by leading coals and sand, and attending to 
nnners' carta, on the High-btreet at Berwick. He slept in the 
■ame apartment with his asses, and had not luio on a bed for 
twenty-two years. 

The beginning of this month, two swords were found at Ewart 
Park, near Wooler ; tliey seemed to be a compound of brass and 
copper, the handles quite wasted by time. They were twenty-one 
inches long from the handle to the point. They were found in a 
perpendicular position, as if stuck down on purpose. One of them 
was presented to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, by Mrs. 
St. Paul, of Ewart Park. 

Fel^uaiy 20 Died, at Polam Farm, near Darlington, John 

Yarrow, aged 1 10 years. He was a native of Mason Dinningloni 
in Northumberland ; was a servant (o a fanner near North Shields, 
in 1715 ; and remembered assisting at the plough when the con> 
Stables went into the field, and demanded the horses to conv^ 
military stores in the rebellion. He was able, the preceding sum- 
DMr, to cut turf in a field, as well as to attend to many domestic 
and rm-al occupations ; his diet chiefly consisted of bread, milk, and 

Februarif 23. — Died, at Capheaton Clock-mill, Mrs. Margaret 
Tours, aged lOl years. 

Febntary 2a — Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, Mrs, Mary 
Taylor, aged 103 years. She possessed all her faculties to the last 
tDoment, and walked about on the morning of her death. 

Jforet 6.-'As the sexton was digging a grave on the north side 
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of Cbatton chorchi he found a stone coffin about ten Inches Mow 
the surface. It was securely and neatly covered with three stones. 
In the coffin were the remains of a human body* The skull was 
nearly perfect, and the teeth of the upper jaw were a full set ; the 
thigh bone measured eighteen inches ; but the skull was nearly full 
of water. The earth being carefully examined, one of Robert 
Bruce*s silver pennies was found, also a steel spur, and several re- 
lics of ornamental brass and iron work, supposed to be the remains 
of the helmet of the warrior who had been interred in the coffin. 

1814 (March 12J, — As some labourers were at work on the 
summit of a green hill, in the farm of Old Earle, near Wooler, they 
struck into a complete urn of baked clay, unglazed, inverted on a 
flat stone, a little inclined. Some fragments of a human skuU, and 
other lx>nes, in a sound dry state, and a thin piece of flint, were 
found under the urn. The small end of the urn was not a foot 
below the surfiice, with a few stones remaining over it. 

April 5«— An explosion took place in Howdon Pit, Percy Main 
colliery, when four human beings lost their lives. 

April 7^-^Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 82 years, William 
Hutchmson, esq., F. S. A., clerk of the lieutenancy of the county of 
Durham, whose death was preceded only two or three days by that 
ot his wife, aged 78 years ; they were both interred in the same 
grave. Mr. Hutchinson had distinguished himself by the puUica- 
tion of three county histories. I, ** A View cf Northwnber- 
landy with an Excursion to the Abbey cf Mailross^ in Scotland^ 
1776, 1778, 2 vols. Mo. 2. « The History and Antiquities of the 
County Palatine o^ Durham," 1785, 1787, 1794, S vols. 4lo. S. 
** The History (fthe County of Cumberland, and some places ad' 
jacentj SfC. S^c" 1794, 2 vols. 4to. He also published << An Excur- 
sion to the Lakes in Cumberland and Westmorland,"" 1776, 8m^." 
*^ The Spirit of Masonry,** l2mo., and various dramatic and mis- 
cellaneous works. There is a small portrait of Mr. Hutchinson oil 
the title page of the Spirit of Masonry, also on the same plate with 
that of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, F. S. A., which forms the 
frontispiece of the 8th volume of Nichols' Literary Anecdotes. 
Seepage S, May 18, 1800. ^ 

J^jtU 9«-^Died, at Sunderland, Mary Pearson, aged 101 yeartu 
April 13. — The city of Durham was elegantly illuminated on 
account of the news of the surrender of Paris to the Allies. On 
the morning, a great number of red, white, and orange flags were 
hoisted out of the windows in the different streets, which had a very 
good effect. The signal for lighting was given by the bella of the 
cathedral, and all the other churches beginning a merry peal at 
eight o clock, and in a short time afler, the whole city and suburbs 
were apparently in a blaze. The fountain in the college was taste- 
fully decorated with coloured lamps, Slc, as was also the town-hall. 
The many transparencies and devices which were exhibited at the 
principal houses, showed an uncommon degree of taste. An effigy 
of Buonaparte, mounted on an old horse, was carried through the 
streetSy and at length brought to the market-place and committed 
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to the Humes. A band of music paraded the Btreets, plaj'iag seve- 
ral martial airs, wliicli added much to the hilarity of Uie evening. 

18I4< (May I), — The petitions to parliament from Newcastle, 
against any alteration in the corn laws, were transmitted to the 
members of parliament for that town. They were signed in the 
course of three days by 11,S00 persons, and filled ninety skina of 
parchment. 

May 3. — Tlie foundation stone of the Independent chapel in 
Chester-le- Street, was laid by the Hev. Italph Davison, of the 
Postern chapel, in Newcastle, when, at the same time, he delivered 
an appropriate address to an attentive audience. 

May 9. — Samuel Walker Parker, esq., entertained a large party 
to supper, &c., at bis house at Low Elswlck, near Newcastle. The 
Shot Tower was illuminated both inside and out with coloured 
lamps 1 round the galleries, &c., on the outside, and placed at inter- 
vals quite up the winding staircase in the inside ; the tout emenMe 
tiad a fine cHect. A considerable ijuantity of excellent fire-works 
was discharged on the field behind the works, and considerably 
heightened the pleasure of the scene. The Shot Tower was also 
illuminated, and had a flag flying on the following evening, and 
looked particularly well from Newcastle-bridge. 

May 10. — Having been fixed for the illumination of Newcastle, 
on account of the peace of Europe, it was a day of general joy, and 
the town was crowded with strangers. Precisely at twelve o'clock 
the Right Worshipful Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, the recorder, 
aldermen, sheriiF, town-clerk, and the other oflicers of the body cor- 
porate, attended by the stewards, and a numerous company of the 
free burgesses, went in procession from the Guildhall to the West- 
gate, to lay the foundation stone of a new hospital for indigent 
freemen and their widows. Upon the procession coming in view 
of the caslle, a salute of twenty-one guns was fired, which was re- 
turned by loud clieerings in the open area fronting St. Nicholas* 
church. l"he procession then moved forward to the site of tlie 
building, and the arrangements having been previously made, the 
town-clerk read the inscription engraved upon a plate of brass, 
wjiich being deposited, the mayor laid the foundation stone in due 
form, and then standing upon i^ congratulated the immense assem- 
blage of spectators on the combination of charily and public happi- 
ness in the business of the day. Mr. Joseph Clark then followed, 
and after a neat speech, proposed that the building should be called 
" The Peace and Unity Hospital." This was agreed to, and loudly 
cheered. The procession then returned in form to the Guildhall, 
where it separated. At half-past eight o'clock in the evenmg, the 
signal for illuminating was given by a gun from the castle, and the 
town was presently in a blaze of light. Never before was such an 
illumination seen m Newcastle. Ihe weather also was favourable, 
dark, dry, and calm; and though the streets were crowded to ex- 
cess, tlirough the precautions taken by tlie mayor, all disorder was 
avoided ; not a gun was fired nor a squib let off. Many [lersuns 
wore white cockades; the number of variegated lamps was very 
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great, and probabljr the devices, serTous and humourous, exceeded 
four hundred. At twelve o'clock a gun fVam tlie castle, announced 
that the time for extinguishing the lights had arrived, irhen in a 
few short fleeting momenis " all teas dark." Not less than be- 
tween forty and fifty thou.tand peoi>Ie were in the streets, many of 
them from a great distance. It seemed rather strange to see the 
Durham and Sunderland coaches, and Shields boats leaving New- 
castle at eleven and twelve o'clock at night. 

1814 (May Xl). — North Shields was most brilliantly illuminated 
in honour of the peace. 

Illuminations and other rejoicings took place at South Shields, at 
Berwick, Belford, Darlington, Stockton, Sunderland, and the other 
towns in Northumberland and Durham ; each town vicing with the 
other in tcslifying their loyalty by ^arious elegant transparencies 

Majj \K. — Mr. Edward Wiggan, farmer, near Bcdlington, was 
arrested in Newcastle, for a E-mail debt, and safely lodged in gaol. 
At the time of his arrest, he declared that he would not long be in 
confinement, and on the 17th he made the following desperate at- 
tempt at escape ; whilst walking with the other debtors on the lop 
of the prison, he mounted the parapet of the gaol next to Gattow- 
gate, where tlie wall was fifty feet high, and leapt off in the hope of 
reaching a dunghill which lay about five yards from the wall of the 
prison. He succeeded in reaching the outer edge of the dunghill, 
m which he sunk up to his knee^^ and it was perhaps owing to this 
circumstance that none of his bones were broken by the fall, but 
he was so dreadfully shaken, that on taking him up, no hopes were 
entertained of his recovery. He finally surmounted the injury. 

J/oy 19^The Tyne Steam Packet, the first built upon that 
river for the conveyance of passengers, Ac, between Newcastle 
and Shields, commenced its course. Being ascension day, it joined 
the procession of barges, &c., and was a great novelty. It was 
afterwards named " The Perseverance." There are now (1831) 
upwards nf thirty gleam packets plying upon this river. 

Mai) 31. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Edward Backhouse, of Darlington, for planting 363,600 larches on 
waste land. 

Same day, the Society of Arts presented a silver medal and ten 
guineas to Mr. William Martin, of W'allsend, Northumberland, for 
his invention of a spring weighing machine. This very ingenious 
&nd self-taught meclmnic was born at the Tow House, near Halt- 
wbistle, in Northumberland, and is the brother of Mr. John Martin, 
the celebrated painter and engraver, and also of Jonathan Martin, 
who is of considerable notoriety for having set fire to York Catlie- 
dral. Mr. William Martin claims the original invention of the 
safety lamp ; he has also made various models of bridges, railways, 
&C., &c., which prove him to be possessed of great mechanical m- 
genuity. In the year 1821. he published " A New St/stem of Na- 
tural Philosi^hif, on the PrifKiple of Perpetual Motion," with a 
portrait, 8^o. This very curious work, in which he refutes Sir 
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luutc Newton's Philotopliy, in replete with visions, dreams, rob- 
beries, &c., Ac. This viiriously taJented man Iibs engraved several 
copper plates, among wliieh arc a flash bunk note — the plates to 
illustrate the life of his brother Janathao, which the latter hawked 
■bout for sale, also portraits of himself, views of York Cathedral 
done afler the fire, and various others, and is at present (1831) e 
gaged in engraving on steel. He is also a Poet .' and has published 




" A New Philosophical Song or Poem Book, called the Nortkum- 
berland Bard, or the Doimtfall of all false Philosophy," 1827, 8vo. 
He has repeatedly lectured in Newcastle and the neighbouring 
towns and villages, on his otmt system of Natural Philosophy. In 
June 1830, he undertook a lecturing tour through EngUtnd, and 
returned in the summer of the following year, and he says with 
success, nobody daring to defend the Newtonian system. In 
August 1831, he sent by post a large packet, containing six or 
eight thecU of paper very closely written, to Baron Braugham, 
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lord high cliancuHor of England, explaining (o his lordatiip the 
Martinian tyilem of Natural Pkilotoptiy f on the perusal of which, 
he is confident that his lordship will take such meuures as to 
cause the nem tyglem to be universally adopted. Mr, Martin is n 
writer upon almott every nJtject, which has chawii forth attacks from 
numerous anonymous scribblers : these he treats with great con 
tempt, always boldly signing himself" William Martin, Nat. Phil, and 
Poet." The above portrait is copied ftora the engraving done from 
Mr. Parker's painting of this philosopher. 

1814 (May). — Died, at Ovinghani, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Johnson, aged 100 years. 

Jane 2 — The skeleton of a man was found at the depth of thirty 
fathoms, in an old coal pit at Chirton, near North Stiields. Tfic 
discovery excited much curiosity. The duke of Argyle,* who re- 
sided at Chirton, in the reign of William HI., built a small house 
of undressed stone, in a shrubbery, which was aflerwards converted 
into a brothel, and remained there until the present proprietor 
came to tlie estate, who immediately pulled it down. About the 
year 1784, a young sea-faring man disappeared, and was never 
more heard of. One of the nymphs of thts house, vulgarly called 
CusAel Hall, remembered a young man being rudely taken away 
Irom her by three men on the Newcastle road, and he was suppos- 
ed to be thrown down the pit near the house. The pit was then 
being filled up by order oi the owners ; the rubbish had filled it 
to within about thirty or forty fathoms of the top. The workmen 
proceeded and entirely closed it. The owners of Collingwood Main 
having occasion for a shaft there, caused the rubbish to be cleared 
out, in doing which, the skeleton was discovered, iicveral of the 
ribs were broken. The soles of the shoes were very perfect. 

June 20.— Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Ann Corby, aged 105 
years, who, till within a year of her death, earned her subsistence 
by selling vegetables. She retained her menial faculties till bci' 
death. 

Junt 25. — At noon the right worshipful the mayor of New- 
castle, attended by the other officers of the corporation, and 
preceded by the mace, sword of state, &c., and trumpeters, walk- 
ed in procession from the Guildhall to proclaim the peace, which 
was done by the town-marshal, upon the Sandhill, and afterwards 
m the Wheat-market, in Newgale -street, and in the Castle-garth. 
The procession was loudly cheered by the populace, and saluted 
by a discharge of guns from the castle, and peals of bells from St. 
Nicholas' church. 

This month, died, at North Shields, Mr. William Bobson, aged 
101 years. 

July 20. — .South Shields was visited by a tremendous thunder 
storm, which occasioned considerable damage. The electric Huid 
entered the house of M r. Oliver, in Albiou-street, an<l passed along 
the bell-wires into two or three rooms, in one of which a bedstead, 
bedding, &c. were literally burnt to ashes, but fortunately the 
< See September 3d, 1810, page 68. 
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fire was extinmiished witliout doing further harm. The dwelling- 
house of Mr. Hodge, adjoining Mr. Oliver's, was also much injuret^ , 
several of the chiiniiics were thrown down, and the roof consider- 
ably damaged. -Happily no part of either family received the 
■lightest injury. A person in Mrs. Errington's, the Black Bull 
Hiblic house, nigh end of the town, was struck during tlie storm, , 
lut Dot materially hurt, at the same time, the clock in tliat room, i 
fras very much shattered. 

1814 (July). — A set of fifteen gold beads, on a bar 
of metal, of which the annexed wood cut is a repre- 
sentation, were found under a cairn on Chesterbope 
Common, in the manor of Redesdale, in Northumber- 
land. They were presented to the Antiquarian Society 
of Newcastle, by his grace the late duke of Northum- 
berland. 

July 28. — Between two and three o'clock in the 
afternoon, whilst the atmosphere was obscured by a 
dense fog, the town and vicinity of North Shields was 
visited by a violent storm of thunder and lightning. 
In its commencement the thunder rolled with awful 

frandeur until it nearly attained its climax, when the 
earing became suddenly stunned by a tremendous 
crash. The lightning struck the house of Mrs. Wil- 
kinson, the Bull Ring inn, broke several tiles, descend- 
ed from the upper story to the next, forced out a 
number of bricks, damaged tlie window boards, entered 
the apartment beneath, and broke a bullion square of 
glass in the shop window of an anchor-smith adjoining. 
lliegrandgonofMrs. Wilkinson was slightly struck by 
the electric fluid and much terrified \ when (ears be- 
ing entertained on account of the servant who had 
been employed in the upper story, some persons pro- 
ceeded to the spot, when ihey were much shocked on 
finding the poor girl sadly scorched on lier aide and 
neck, her voice was enfeebled, and her clothes were 
considerably burnt and her pockets lorn olT. She 
eventually recovered. The lightning also struck and 
materially injured the warehouse of Messrs. Coward 
and Johnson, from whence directing its course to the 
house of Mrs. W'calands adjoining, it entered a clock 
whicli stood at the head of the staircase, and which it 
shivered to fragments, leaving the metal work unin* 
jured ; proceeding from the clock, the lightning burst 
the door frame near which Mrs. W. was standing, 
threw the opposite door olF the hinges, and in its descent 
broke the four wooden supporters of a bird cage without 
injuring the bird, or appearing to have even touched 
the wires. The glass of tlie window through which 
it made its final exit was shivered to pieces. Two boats were 
sunk on the south «de of the river. During the most considerable 
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part of the night ihere was lightning and thunder, and the raiji 
descended in torrents. 

1811. — In the summer of thig year, some workmen discovered, 
on the northern side of the Eouthern peak at Tun9lall, near Sun- 
derland, about six feet from the base, a rude sepulchre, formed of 
common lime-stones, and covered with the same materials. On 
the floor were deposited the fragments of three urns, of very rude 
and inelegant form, ornamented with zigzag ; and all of them con* 
taining a rich dark mould, in which were interspersed smalt frag- 
ments of hone, and some human teeth. 

Aufftut 10. — A grand masonic procession took place in Newcastle, 
on account of the union of the Athol with St. Nicholas' lodge. 
There were about 600 in the procession, amongst whom were Sir 
J. E, Swinburne, barL, P. G. M.. Sir M. W. lUdley, bart., M. P., 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., William Loraine, esq., Isaac Cook- 
son, esq., the Rev. John CoUinsoo, rector of Gateshead, the Rev. 
Mr. Wasney, &c. In conseqiience of the vicar of Newcastle having 
refused tlie use of St. Nicholas' church, the procession marched to 
Gateshead church, where they heard divine service, al^cr which 
£112. IGj. IQd. was collected for the benefit of the Infirmary. 
314 of the brethren afterwards dined at the Turk's Head inn. 

Augutt 12. — A melancholy accident happened at Hebbum col- 
liery, near Newcastle. Elias Mould, under-viewer, had descended 
one of the pits, with the deputies and overmen, to change the 
course of the air Ibr ventilation, when the pit fired, and himself 
and ten others were unfortunately burnt to death. 

Augmtt 14. — Died, in Parliament-place, Westminster, Edward 
Hussey Dclaval, esq., of Doddington, in Northumberland, aged H6 
years. Mr. Dclaval was a man of very distinguished genius and 
tneriL He was M. A. and Eellow of Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, 
and an excellent classical scholar. Chemistry and experimental 
philosophy were his favourite pursuits. In 1759, he was elected 
a member of the Itoyal Society, and in 1765 was complimented 
with their gold medal, for a paper which he read to that illustrious 
body. The Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester also 
voted him their gold medal for his philosophical researches ; and 
the Royal Societies of Upsal and Gottingen, and the Institute of 
Bologna, unsolicited, enrolled him amongst their members. Mr. 
Delaval corresponded, and was in habits of intimacy, with most of 
(he scientific characters of his day. 

Augwit 25. — 'ITiere were upwards of 10,000 salmon in Ber- 
wick market, which had been caught in the river Tweed. 

Septtmber 8. — I>ied, in London, Mr. Thomas Spence, a native 
of Newcastle, author of several curious political works. Mr. S. 
devised and pablished a plan by which all human kind could be 
provided with sustenance without pauperism. In 1801, he under- 
went a state prosecution, was convicted, and endured a year's in- 
carceration, and was also subjected to a fine, of which he ever after 
boasted, and used to say it would be the means of one day usher- 
ing his doctrines into universal noUce. His remains were attended 
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by a numerous tliroiig of political admirers. Appropriate inedal- 
lions were distributed, and a pair of scales preceded his body, iii' 
dicative of the justice of his views. One of his friends made an 
oration over his grave illustrative of his public and private quali- 
ties. Upon Mr. Spence's principles a sect was founded, called 
" The Spenceans." 

181* (Sept. 9 J, — An explosion took place in the Leafield colliery, 
in the parish of Chester-lc-Streetj which killed four men, and muui 
injured five others. 

Sepfeniber iO. — Tlie first number of the Durlmm County Adver- 
tiser was published in Durham, under the firm of Francis Humble 
and Co. This was originally *' The Newcastle Advertiser," and, 
after having had various owners, it was removed to Durham. It is 
at present published by Mr. Francis Humble. See Oct. 18, 1788, 
vol. i. page 346. 

September 20, — A grand musical festival commenced at New- 
castle, which continued for three days. The performances con- 
sisted of three grand oratorios in St. Nicholas' church, and three 
miscellaneous concerts in the theatre. On the last day there were 
between S,000 and 3,000 persons at the church, and the theatre 
was crowded to excess. The receipts exceeded £2,300 ; one-fifth 
was given to the Infirmary. Every one who partook of the mental 
treat expressed the utmost satisfaction at the wonderful powers of 
Madam Catalani and Mr. Braham. 

October 8. — About three o'clock on the morning, a fire was 
discovered in the farm-yard of Mr. Ralph Atkinson, of South 
Gosforth, near Newcastle, which destroyed the whole of the hay, 
amounting to about 150 tons, together with eleven corn-stacks. 
The fire was supposed to have originated from the heat of the hay- 
etacks. The thrashing machine was also much damaged by the fire. 
October a. — An imjuest was held at Bishopwearmouth Pans on 
the body of Margaret Poole, who had poisoned herself by pur- 

. posely taking a large quantity of laudanani. The coroner's verdict 

L ^Bg 11 Pfi, de gg;- and in consequence she was buried in the public 

khighway, on the S-lth, in the presence of a great concourse of 

I Relators. 

T ' Oct. 28. — Died, at Cleasby, near Darlington, Ann Donnel, aged 

I 105 vears. 

Nonemlier 8. — A new bridge built over the river Till, near Red 

I Scar, in Northumberland, fell down with a tremendous crash. The 

I architect, who was below removing some props, was unfortunately 

I killed, being buried in the ruins. 

^ Notiember 11. — Died, in the Manor Chare, Newcastle, Mr. Wil- 
liam Middleton, aged 101 years. 

November 21 — Died, at Percy Main, near North Shields, Mrs. 
Mary Tulip, spinster, aged 100 years. 

December 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mary Porch, aged 100 years. 

December 10. — Died, at his house in Somerset- street, Portman- 

square, London, in the Blst year of his age, the Rev. Dr. Scott, 

rector of Siraonburn, in North umbcrtaad. This very popular divine 
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was a Datire of Leeds. He published ten Occasional Sennons, 
also tliree Seatooian Prize Poems, S:c^ which exalt him high as a 
poet. As a public speaker he had scarce an equal, and bis coni' 
positions were of the most elegant kind. 

18Ii (Dec. l&j. — A great hurricane commenced about sun-rise, 
and continued through ^e whole day, which did great damage to 
Kewcaalle and tlie neighbourhood. About eight yards of the 
parapet wall, which surrounds the roof of All Saints' church, was 
blown into Silver-street ; aud a large stone urn was blown from 
the steeple, and fell at the head of the Butchers' Bank. A window 
also of that church, one of St. Nicholas', and one of Hanover- 
square chapel, were blown in. Stacks of chimnies in the houses of 
George Waldie, esq, S. W. Parker, esq., Dr. Headlam, Mr. Turner, 
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bell, and many others, were blown down, and 
falling on the roofs, completely destroyed tliem. A house belong- 
ing to Mr. Charles Turner, in Pilgrim-street, had the roof and two 
upper stories entirely destroyed. The high brick wall that en- 
closed Mr. Croser's garde.i, at the Shield-neld, was blown down 
into the lane. The fury of the tempest was most conspicuous in 
the vicinity of the river Tyne, whicn, swelled by the rains, came 
rolling down like a sea, and beating with fury against the bridge, 
the spray was carried forward by the wind into the lower parts of 
the town, where it fell with all tlie effect of a shower of rain. Tlic 
ships at the Quay were obliged to strike their topgallant-masts, 
and not a boat durst venture on the river. A sailor was blown 
from the mast of a vessel at the Quay, and, falling on the deck, 
was killed on the spot- Two wherries were upset on the river, 
from both of which the people were saved. Another, laden with 
cinders, was swamped near the Close. Several keels were also 
swamped, and the crews of several which were overtaken on their 
passage by the storm, were obliged to throw the greatest part of 
their coals overboard, to save themselves from sinking. Carr's-hill 
and Gateshead-fell, from their exposed situations, particularly felt the 
effects of the storm. A great part of Jarrow churcli was unroofed, 
and manv yards of a high garden wall at Westoe, belonging to 
William Ingham, esq., was blown down. The same gentleman had 
a hay-stack thrown down and scattered by the wind in all direc- 
tions. Many other stacks shared the some fate, and several trees 
were torn up by the roots. At North Shields, several houses were 
unroofed, and numerous chimnies, walls, &c. were blown down. 
Many keels and wherries were sunk, and a keel belonging to 
Messrs. Nichol and Ludlow was crushed to pieces. One man 
fell from a keel near the New Quay, and was drowned in the sight 
of several persons, who could render him no assistance. A keel 
was driven out to sea with its crew on board, who, after great exer- 
tions, happily succeeded in reaching Holy Island in safety. A 
garden brick wall, thirty yards long, near Bedford-street, witli the 
fruit trees, was laid flat, almost m a mass. At Durham and the 
vicinity much damage was done. A stack of chimnies in Lord 
Barrington's house, in the College, being blown down, fell upon 
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I penetrated i 
(testroying the bed, aad forcing its way into tlie drawing-r< 
low. Another stack of chimnica fell trom the house ol' Dr. Gray 
into the College. At the new school in Claypath, large slates were 
blown to a diatancfi of eixty yards : no person received any injurj'. 
At Sunderland, the gale blew witl) indescribable fury. About one 
o'clock, B garden w^, on the east side of Nile-atrcct, Gishopwear- 
mouth, was blown down, and Mr. George Cameron, a very respect- 
able master raasun, of Sunderland, who was passing by at tlie time, 
was 10 severely wounded on the head, that he only survived three 
hours. The bricks flew with such violence across the street as to 
break several sijuares of glass in the houses on the opposite side. 
Several houses in Sunderland and the neigh bourliood were entirely 
unroofed, and numbers were partially so. 

1814. — Henry Collingwood Selby, esq., of Swan sficld -house, near 
Alnwick, has erected, on a commanding eminence called the Camp- 
hill, a little to the south of his mansion, an elegant stone column, to 
commemorate the victorious efforts of Britain and her allieii, during 
the late war, and the restoration of peace to Europe, in the above 
year. On the square tablets of the four sides are suitable inscrip- 

A handsome cross was this year erected at Corbridge, at the 
expense of the late duke of Northumberland. In 1809, tlie old 
cross was taken down, and was in the possession of the late George 
Anderson, esq. of Newcastle, who placed it in the Nun's Field, be- 
hind his house; but in 1S28, when this piece of ground was thrown 
open to tlie public, it was again taken down. 

The spire of Poiter-gate Tower in Alnwick, was this year taken 
down, by order of the chamberlains and common council of the 
borough. It bore a striking resemblance to the steeple of St. Ni- 
cholas' churchj_in Newcastle, Tlie tower, which was sixty feet in 
height, was erected on the site of the Old Gate, in the year 1768. 

This year, died at Whitley, near North Shields, Eleanor Gibson, 
aged 108 years. 

IS15 rjan. 2J.— The front of a house situated on the Bank- 
side, in the Cas tie-gar tli, Newcastle, tenanted by live iamilies, fell 
down, and its inhabitants were placed in the greatest danger. For- 
tunately, however, a ladder was near the place, by the assistance 
of which, the children were taken out of the upper window tram 
their perilous situation. 

Januart/ 15. — Died, at Park-house, near Morpeth, Mr. George 
Jewit, dyer and bleacher, in his lOOth year. 

JanuarffiO. — Died, at South Shields, James Sheds', seaman, 
aged 100 years, 

January 29 Died, at Framlinglon, in Northumberland, Mrs. 

Thompson, aged 101 years. 

Pd>ruary 4. — Died, near Hexham, Mrs. Eleanor Charlton, aged 
99 years; her brother George, died at Birtley, aged 103 years; 
and James, at Hexham, aged 97 ; and her sister Elizabeth, died at 
Wsrk, aged 100 years. 
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1813 (FA. 4J^— Died at East Sleekbuni, near MoiTietli, Mr. 
Stephen Watson, farmer, aged 101 years. 

March 5. — The Newcastle petitions against the com bill, were 
this day (Sunday) sent off to London. There weie three petitions, 
each 60 yards long, which contained 23,500 signatures, all signed 
within the sliort space of two days. 

Jtfare/t 6. — Died, in Framwellgate, Durham, Jane Mmldison, 
aged 1IX> 3'ears. 

March 17. — Died, at Shadforth. near Durham, Mary Paddtson, 
aged 103 years. 

March 20. — In the afternoon, a numhcr of misguided persons, 
principally keelmen and casters on the river Wear, assembled in a 
riotous manner near Sunderland, and determined to pull down the 
bridge which had been erected across Galley's Gill, near Bishop- 
wearmouth, for the purpose of cooyeylng the coal-waggons belong- 
ing to Messrs. Nesham and Co. to the staiths below. They then 
proceeded to their work of destruction ; and having entirely pulled 
down the bridge, set fire to the staiths at the head of the bridge, 
and burnt all the niachinery which wa$ erected there for the pur- 
pose of conveying the waggons down the inclined plane to the 
spoDts, where the coals were put on shipboard without the inter- 
vention ofkeels. They also pulled down one house, and unroofed 
several others. It continued till a late hour at night, when a party 
of horse arrived from Newcastle, and dispersed the mob. One man 
was killed by some of the falling timbers striking him, The occa- 
sion of this tumultuous proceeding originated in an idea, that other 
similar staiths were about to be erected upon the Wear, in conse- 
quence of which, there would not be so much employment for keel- 
men and casters. The injury done was estimated at £6,000. 

Apnl 6.— Died at Norton, near Stockton, Ann Cumming, aged 
101 years. 

May 3. — A dreadful accident look place in Heaton Main Col- 
liery, near Newcastle. The workings of the colliery at tliis time 
were in one of the lower seams, at a very great depth, having a 
considerable dip or inclination from one side to the other, the shafts 
being on the lower side. The upper and neighbouring seams had 
formerly been wrought as a colliery, under the name of lleaton 
Banks, by shafts distinct from the present workings, and which 
shafb when the colliery was given up, were covered over with 
boards and earth. In the course of time, these old workings had 
become entirely filled with water, which at about half-past four 
o'clock on the morning of the above day (Wednesday^, broke 
through the roof in the north-west part of the present colliery, at a 
point where the strata are disturbed by a dyke, and inundated the 
workings. Some of the men who were working near the spot 
where the water forced its entrance, ran immediately to the shafts, 
and happily escaped from the pit. On their way they met Mr. 
. Miller, the utuicr viewer, and informed him of what had happened, 
when he ran to give the alarm to the other men, who were work- 
ing in the higher pari of the pit, in the hope that they might be 
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able to effect tlieir escape also ; hut this, alas 1 was nut permitted. 
The water rushed in with dreadCul rapidity, and flowing naturally 
to the lower parts of the workings, soon cut oiF the only means m 
eacape, by closing the lower mouth of the shafts, in which the wa-- 
ter soon rose to the depth of nbeteen fathoms. Exertions were im- 
mediately made to reach tlie spot where the men were supposed to 
be, from some other workings, but without success, as the shafts 
of the old workings were choaked up by the earth, &c. which 
covered their mouths when deprived of the support of the water, 
having fallen in, dragging after it many trees which had been 
planted in their vicinity. Attempts were made in front of Heaton- 
faall, to endeavour to reach the old workings through a shatl wluch 
bad not fallen in, but these also were unavailing, on account of 
I' baing filled with inflammable air. Three large engines (one of 
I 180 horse-power^ were incessantly employed in endeavouring to 
[ draw the water from the pit, but without effect, as the water in 
I flie shat^ amounted at first to nineteen fathoms, but it subsequently 
[ gkined upon them, from which it appeared that some internal re- 
L Krvotr had burst into the pit. At three o'clock on Thursday, it 
[ Itood at thirty fathoms. During the night the water gained upon 
I ike engines, notwithstanding tltey discharged 1.200 gallons per 
I minute. The water in tike lowest shaft was plumbed early on the 
f Iriday morning, when it was found to be thirty-three fathoms. — 
I By this catastrophe, 75 persons (41 men and 34 boys) lost their 
I Uvei, together with the whole stock of horses which were down at 
I llie time. In the distance between the back of Heaton nod Benton- 
bridge, seven of the shafts belonging to the workings of an old 
colliery on Heaton Bonks, fell in, presenting most trighUul chasms. 
Of many of these, the surface exhibited not the least vestige, nor 
was their existence known in the neighbourhood. The old col- 
liery is said to have been discontinued on account of the influx of 
water, which was so great, that seven engines, of the construction 
of that day, could not get the better of it. The first steam-engine 
Ued in this part of the country was erected at Heaton, and most 
I |irobably on this colliery.* From various difKculties, the bodies of 
these unfortunate men were not arrived at until upwards of nine 
months from the time of the accident, lite sufferers who thus 
fbund a living grave, lefl twenty-four widows and seventy-seven 
orphans, besides Mrs. Miller and her eight children, to deplore 
their untimely bte. On the Qth of January 1816, the first human 
body of the sufferers was brought to bank, in a state of great de- 
cay, but ascertained, by the neckcloth, to be that of William Scott* 
between 70 and HO years of age, who attended one of the t'umacea. 
Of a knife which the deceased hod in his pocket, the hal\ only (of 
bone) was entire, the Made being entirely corroded by tlie mixture 
of the pyrites in the mine with tl)e water. His watch was also 
Bearly destroyed by the same cause. It may, however, afford some 
•peculation to the curious, that the articles of linen on the deceased • J 
were quite fresh and uninjured, but those of woollen fabric entirely 
■ 5ee 1714, vol L pnge 1S3. 
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destroyed. la s few weeks aftenrariUi the remain* of the rest of 
tfaeBC unfortuDote men were tbund in different situations in the 
workings of the pit. February 2titl), thirty-Dine of the bodies, 
forming a melancholy procession, were interred in trenches in 
the south-east corner of Wall'a-End church-vard. Many of the 
bodies, when found, were nearly naked, and all in a state of great 

1615 (June \). — Died, in the workhouse of Chester-le- Street, 
Mrs. Aliea, aged 104 years. 

June 2. — At fire o'clock in the afternoon, a dreadful explosion 
look place in the Success Til, near Newbottle, in the county of 
Durham, belongiog to Messrs. Neeham snd Co. At the lime the 
accident happened, seTcnty-two men and boys were at work in the 
pit, and though the flame did not ascend the shaft, yel a large co- 
lumn of dust plainly indicated to the workmen above ground tlie 
sad cstaatrophe that had happened. Immediate exertions were 
made to save, if possible, the Uvea of those in the pit, in which 
tbey 80 far succeeded as to bring all the bodies to bank by the 
momiag of the 4th. Very few of the bodies were disfigured, and 
in many life was still extant ; several of whom, shocking to relate, 
died the moment they breathed the fresh air 1 Of the seventy- 
two in the pit, fiiWen survived, some of whom were severely hurt. 
Of nineteen horses in the pit, six were killed. It appeared the 
fire had passed down tlie ways, destroying all that ent:ounterGd ita 
fury, until it was impeded and broken, as it is termed, by a large 
waggon, which it dashed to pieces, and mangled [he driver and 
horse in a most shocking manner. Atler the torrent had passed 
by them, the men left the workings in hopes of effecting their es- 
cape : but few, alas 1 were able to reach the shall, and even some 
of those, overpowered by ailer-damp, at the very moment they 
hoped to have escaped, fell to rise no more ! The first person that 
reached the sur&ce was a little boy, six years of age. By this 
accidrat, fifty-seven valuable lives were lost. 

JutM 9. — A meeting was held in the Town-hail, in Alnwick, 
(William Burrell, esq., of firoom-park, in the chair,) for the pur- 
pose of taking into consideration the expediency of establishing a 
dispensary in that town, for the benefit of the poor in Coquetdale, 
Bamhorough, and Glcndale wards, which was immediately carried 
into execution by a very liberal subscription. 

June 11. — As some children were playing in a brick-yard near 
Shield-field, Newcastle, they picked up several guineas from some 
rubbish that had been led trom the cellar of the Grey Horse pub- 
lic-house, on the Quay. The circumstance having spread, people 
Hocked to the place that evening and the whole of the next 
day, many of whom were well rewarded for their trouble. The 
i:artroan who had led the rubbish, hearing of the good fortune of 
■o many, and recollecting that he had talcen gome of it to a brick- 
yard Dear Bridge-street, went thither and found several guineas. 
This place, too, became a scene of industry. One man went at 
night witli a dark lantern, and lined his pockets with gold. One 
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girl got twenty-two guineas; some (if tliem wtre dated 1759, but 
most of them were of the coinage of 1777. Various were the 
conjectures employed to account for this treasure being in eo extra- 
ordinary a situation. Some people related, that, about forty years 
before, a traveller was robbed in the Grey Horse, and that a servant 
who was suspected and turned away, liad concealed the plunder in 
the cellar, and had not afterwards an opportunity of carrying it o£ 
Others reported, tliat a landlord of the above house had said upon 
his death-bed, that he was worth a sum of money, which could not 
afterwards be found, and imagined tliat this must have been the 
wealth to which he alluded. 

1915 (June \i J. — As some workmen were employed at the North- 
ehore, near Newcastle, they discovered two human skeletons, the 
banes of which were in a perfect state. They were both lying to- 
gether, and one diagonally over the other. 

June 21 On the morning of this day, Sheritf-hill colliery, near 

Gateshead, fired, during the time thai Mr. William Foggett, the 
viewer, and his two brothers were down, all of whom were killed 
by the blast, and eight of tlie workmen were also suffocated by 
what is termed the after-damp. 

June 37. — In the evening. Count Lynch, mayor of Uourdesux,- 
arrived in Newcastle, on his road to visit his relation, John Cla- 
vering, esq., of Callaly. As soon as it was known who the stranger 
was, he was greeted with a peal of bells (about a quarter past ten 
o'clock at night), and which was continued at intervals till past 
twelve. On the following morning, the count breakfasted with 
Thomas Davidson, esq., Westgale-street, and afterwards paid his 
respects at the Mans iou -ho use, and likewise waited upon several 
of the Catholic families in Newcastle. As soon as the mail arrived, 
confirming the intelligence of the defeat of the French army under 
Buonaparte, the populace assembled at the Queen's Head inn, 
where the count was, and congratulated him on the news, and 
again greeted hini with repeated huzzas. It will be remembered 
that Count Lynch was the first to hoist the white flag in France, 
and surrendered Bourdeaux to the Dritish arms. On the count's 
arrival at Morpeth, he was welcomed with a peal of bells, and the 
applause of an immense concourse of spectators. The populace 
were regaled with ale, and the count and Mr. Clavering joined 
them at the window in drinking the king, array, &c. On his de- 
parture, the populace took the horses from his carriage, and drag- 
ged him through the principal streets. 

Julff 1. — Died at Broom- It idge, in Northumberland, Bridget 
Mfllion, aged 103 years. 

Juli/ 31. — A shocking accident happened at Newbottle colliery, 
owing to the boiler of the locomotive engine bursting frora being 
too strongly charged. It was the first trial of the machine, whico 
was intended to draw twenty waggons, and a number of personi 
had assembled around it to witness its setting off. The brakesman 
was dashed to pieces, and another man cut in two by the fragments 
of the boiler, and a little boy thrown a great distance and killgd. 
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About fifty Others (of whom some died) were most severely scald* 
ed and wounded. 

1815 (July), — This month, a man employed in cutting a drain 
behind a house on the south side of the Main-street, Monk wear- 
mouth, discovered the remains of two human skeletons, about three 
feet beneath the surface, in a bed of dark brown sand, covered 
with a large stone, but without the slightest appearance of a coffin ; 
one of the skeletons appeared to be that of a female. 

August 28. — In the night, the house of Miss Smith (now Lady 
Peat), at Herrington, in the county of Durham, was set fire to, 
after being robbed. Miss Smith was from home at the time, but 
a servant girl, named Isabella Young, was found in a passage lead- 
ing to the kitchen, nearly naked, with two wounds on the back 
part of the head, and a large fracture on the fore part of it, which 
had occasioned her death. The fire, when discovered about two 
o*clock on the morning of the 29th, had not reached the body of 
the girl, but it appeared evident such had been the intention of 
the perpetrators. At the assizes, held in the city of Durham, on 
the Idth of August, 1819, John Eden, James Wolfe, and George 
Wolfe, his son, were put upon their trial for burglary, murder, and 
arson, at Herrington ; and after the attention of uie court had been 
occupied upwards of nine hours, a verdict of guilty was given against 
John Eden and James Wolfe, who were sentenced to be hanged 
on the 16th. After their conviction, some circumstances appear- 
ing in favour of Wolfe, some members of the Society of Friends 
instituted an inquiry into the particulars of the case, when an alibi 
was established, proving by numerous affidavits, that James Wolfe 
was one hundred miles f/f from Herrington when the murder, &c. 
had been committed. September 26th, he received a free pardon 
from the king, and was released from prison. The success attend- 
ing their endeavours for Wolfe, induced the same benevolent in- 
dividuals to look into the case of Eden (who still persisted in his 
innocence), and they found, to their great joy, that this man had 
been falsely sworn to, by James Lincoln, a seaman of Sunderland, 
no doubt for the reward offered. Eden was also liberated, having 
obtained his Majesty's pardon. At the summer assizes, held in 
the city of Durham, August 4th, 1820, James Lincoln was tried, 
and, upon the clearest evidence, was found guilty of wilful and 
corrupt peijury. 

September ]. — Mr. Sadler, in his balloon and car, ascended 
from the Bowling-green (afterwards Bond-street, now Prudhoe- 
street), Newcastle. The day was uncommonly fine, and at an early 
hour the town was thronged with people to witness this unusual 
exhibition. The process of inflation was commenced at half-post 
ten, and before twelve, considerable numbers had assembled in the 
Green, where two bands of music were stationed for the recreation 
of the company. At length the discharge of a cannon announced 
that the inflation was completed ; but some further time elapsed 
before all the subsequent preparations were completed, and before 
the balloon coidd be brought to the platforoL At a quarter ailer 
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three, the balloon was brought forward with Eonie cJiificuIty, on 
account of the high state of the wind, when the attention ofeverj 
one was instautlv fixed with anxious expectation on this Btrange 
vehicle, and the daring aeronaut who was preparing to commit htm* 
self to ibe bosom oi' the wind. At lengUi, utter receiving lut flag 
from the handi of Mrs. Ellison, of Hebburn, the order to play 
« God save the King" was given ; soon after wliich, the car wm 
disengaged, when the balloon rose with a tremendous bound fraiD 
the platform, and dashed with amazing velocity orer Northumber- 
land-street, in a direction nearly £. N. E. Soon oiler its ascent, 
the flag of the young aeronaut was observed waving in the air, but 
the balloon was carried forward with such rapidity, that its motiona 
soon became indistinct, and the balloon diminished to little more 
than a speck. It cotitinaed in sight about fifteen minutes, when it 
appeared rapidly to approach the earth ; on throwing out the anchor 
one of the flukes broke, which caused it to be dragged some dis- 
tance. At length the balloon and car were secured near to the 
seat of T. Wright, esq., at Whitley Park, and ivithin two hundred 
yards of the sea, being twenty-one minutes from leaving the Bowl- 
ntg-greeo. From Mr. Wright and the gentlemen in the ne^hbour- 
hood, the ai-ronaut received the most polite and friendly ultcntioo. 
About eight o'clock in the evening, Mr. Sadler returned to town, 
«nd, as he passed through the streets, was loudly greeted by the 
huzzas of the people. September 29lh, 1834, Mr. Sadler was 
Ulled by a fall from his balloon, after having ascended majestically 
' from the yard of the gas-works at Bolton, in Lancashire. , 

- 1815 f Sijit. IQJ. — In consequence of the sudden reduction of 
the navy, happening at the time of the arrival of the ships from 
the Greenland and other trades, an immense body of seamen was 
■t once thrown, unprovided for, upon the country, and in much 
greater numbers than could possibly, in so short a space of 
time, find employment in the merchant service. Great numbers 
of unemployed seamen consequently accumulated at the several 
> out ports, and particularly at Shields and Sunderland, where they 
' inadvisedly endeavoured to obtain employment from the ship- 
owners, by insisting that every ship should have a complement of 
five men and a boy for every 100 tons register admeasurement. 
In order to obtain this demand, they for several weeks assembled 
in large bodies, and forcibly prevented tlie sailing of all ships, by 
l^ing out the teamen, whom they compelled to join their body, 
tuder pain of having their faces blacked and jocicets turned, and being 
I tfius exhibited through the public streets, with other contemptuous 
t toeatment- They observed tlic strictest discipline among them- 
I Idves, and severely punished those who were guilty of any distur- 
Itlnnce, calling the roll every morning, and tining those who were 
^ absent without leave, and a watch was set every night to patrole 
the streets, and clear them of those who were guilty of any dis- 
order, so that the greotest order prevailed in Shields' streets. On 
the above day, ^Saturday) a general meeting was held upon Cul- 
Icnoats Sands, wlieu ^out 3,000 were present, and on Wednesday 
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the SOth, another was held at the game place of the icaincn 
from Shields, Sunderland, and Bl^th, consisting of about 7,000, 
when, afier consulting on the measures to be adopted, tliey sepa' 
rated without committing the least outrage. The abovn meetings 
had a very alarming appearance, being Gomposed principallr of 
men just liberated from bis majesty's service ; but tite ship-owners 
resisting their demands, and getting tlie aid of the navy and mili- 
tary, together wltli the rigorous measures pursued by the magis- 
tratee, the seamen were subjected without btoodHhed, and brought 
to a sense of their duty, October 24th, 1815, when near two hun- 
dred Teasels proceeded to eeo. 

1815 (Dee. %) — As four of the workmro were employed on a 
stage seventy fathoms down the sliatt ot' Nesham'a Main Colliery, 
repairing the masoiu'y, one of tliem came to bank to get aomctbing 
he wanted ; while talking to the banksman, and incautiously pasung 
along a plank, he fell down upon the Stage he had a few minutes 
before Icfl, and so great was the force acquired In his fall, that 
three beams, six inches by four, whidi supported the stage, were 
broken by the shock, and the poor fellow and his three com- 
panions were [u^cipitated to the bottom (55 fothoms further) and 
all dashed to pieces. 

Deeentber 9. — This day (Saturday) their imperial higbnesses the 
archdukes, John and Lewis of Austria, with their suite arrired in 
Newcastle ; soon after which, they were waited upon by the right 
worshipful the mayor and several of the aldermen, when the mayor 
reffoesled the honour of enCertaining them at the mansion-house, 
which their imperial highnesses declined, observing that they were 
sensible of the honour intended them, but that they wished to be 
considered as travelling privatelv- On the same day they visited 
Shields, and Wallsend, and Percy Main Collieries, where they were 
attended by John Buddie, eflq., who described to diem the nature 
of the subterraneous workings, &c. On Sunday forenoon tliey at- 
tended at the Catholic chapel in Newcastle ; and In the aAemoon 
paid a visit to Sunderland to see the cast-iron bridge of that town. 
Tlieir imperial highnef^ws and suite exprcssed/greal astonishment 
and pleasure at the structure and ingenuity in the erection of the 
same, and its wonderful span. On Monday they proceeded, at- 
tended by T. H. Biggc and Joseph Lamb, esqra., to Lemington, 
to see the iron and glass-works eBtablisbed there. Their attention 
was forcibly arrested by the locomotive engine at work upon 
Wylam waggon-way. After pttrtaking refreshment at Mr. Lamb's 
they returned, and afterwards visited the shot and white-lead 
works at Low Elswick, and Messrs. Hawks' iron foundry at New 
Greenwich. On tlie Tuesday morning, their imperial highnesses 
set oif OQ their way to the south. 

1815 (Dec W) A fire unfortunately took place in Sheriff Hill 

Colliery, owing to the wooden partition which separated the upcast 
from the downcast shaft, taking fire from the coal lamp, which is 
used to cause the updraught of air necessary for the ventiUtiion of 
tiw pk. Every exertion was used to get both men snd horses out 
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^t, as tile destruction of the partition nccesgarily destroyed 

■ circulation of air within the workings. They succeeded in ^t^ 
ling out all but five wastemen, who unhappily perished. 

1815 (Dec. 20^.— A most dreadful fire broke out in 
Icnsive granaries of Messrs. Johnson, Carr, and Co., John Dewartl 
John Waugh, John Forsler, and George Sligh, in Berwick. The 
fire originated irom the kiln used for diying grain being overheat* 
ed, and was discovered about six o'clock in the evening, but did 
Dot burst into a Dame till near seven, when it raged with such furyv 
that, in a short time, the granaries (about 200 feet in length) were 
reduced to ashes. The wfaote of Bridge-street was at one time 
threatened with destruction, and several of the inhabitants there 
removed their furniture, &<:., and the whole of Mr. Keid's valuable 
Stock of books were taken out of the house for safety. The da- 
mage was estimated at £5,000. At twelve o'clock the fire bell was 
rung a second time, the flames having broke out in a hay lofl be- 
longing to William Bell, the Old Hen and Chickens inn. Had the 
wind blown as strong from the west as it did from the north-east, 
no exertions could liave saved the whole of Bridge-street from being 
burnt down. No hves were lost. Few of the sufferers were in- 
sured. 

DeeertAer 29. — On repairing the north aisle of Alnwick church, 
Mr. Thomas Patterson discovered two stone statues about two feet 
below the surface. They are of exquisite workmanship and great 
antiquity. The largest is supposed to represent a king, and is paint- 
ed as having a scarlet gown and crimson robe lined with ermine, 
an ermine tippet over the shoulders, and bound about the middle 
with a gilt strap. On the left side is a purse, and on the right a 
string of beads ; in the led hand is a globe, in the right a sceptre, 
and at the feet are the royal arms. The other statue is supposed 
to represent a martyr j it is carved as being naked, except a piece 
of drapery about its middle. The legs, thighs, and body, are 
transfixed with nine arrows, and the hands and feet are bound in 
fetters. These statues were found without their heads. They are 
placed below the belfry at the west end of the church. 

In the night of this day, the paper mill belonging to Mr. Lumtey, 
At Butlerby, near Durham, was blown down. The building ex- 
tended across a valley, and was about 100 feet long, the upper 
part being constructed of wood and brick pillars, the lower floor of 
atone. The wind sweeping along the vole, and taking the building 
at its broadside, tore away the roof and the whole of the upj)er 
atory, or drying rooms; nothing remained standing but the two 
gable ends and the walls of the lower rooms. The likil of the roof 
.'ftirced in the pillars of the drying rooms, breaking some mossy 
beams, and involving in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an 
unfinished state, all the vats, and the various utensils used in the 
mill. 

December 30, — In consequence of a rapid thaw, accompanied 
with wind and raia, there was a great flood in the river Tyne, 
which was supposed by many persons to have done nearly as much 
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injury, though it did not rise to so great a height, as the flood 
in 1771, which carried away the bridge at Newcastle. The water 
was at its greatest height about five o'clock on the morning of 
the above cuEiy (Saturday), when its appearance was particularly 
awful. Some idea of the force of the current may be formed from 
the circumstance of the Carlisle, London trader^ which was lying 
alongside the quay at Newcastle, having torn up the cannon to 
which she was moored, and broken adrift. Another vessel also 
broke adrift from the Carlisle running foul of her, but both vessels 
were soon afler brought up and secured. Most of the other ves- 
sels at the Quay were obliged, for security, to bring their anchors 
ashore and fasten them, up to the stems, in the pavement. The 
Quay and lower part of the Close were overflowed, and almost every 
cellar filled with water. The loss this way was very great, many 
of the cellars being full of sugars and other dry goods. A man 
named James Craig, and a spirited youth named John Hoggins, 
belonging to Newcastle, were unfortunately drowned, when hu- 
manely endeavouring to rescue Robert Lindsay and his two sons, 
the crew of a keel, which, about eleven o'clock on the Friday night, 
cot fixed lengthways across the second arch from the north end of 
Newcastle bridge. When the cries of the keelmen had given 
alarm for their safety, the man and boy seized a small boat and 
went off to their assistance ; they succeeded in rescuing the men 
from the keel, but, on their return, were swamped in a strong eddy. 
The others who were on board the boat, were saved by one means 
or other, but the man and boy were drowned. Great apprehen- 
sions were at one time entertained for the safety of the bridge of 
Newcastle, some of the arches being choaked up with keels and 
ice, and pieces of timber. Happily, however, the bridge stood 
firm. The two southern arches of the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
were carried away at nine o'clock on the Friday night. In Shields 
harbour, some lives were lost by the upsetting of a boat, and up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from their moorings, and were driven 
upon the Herd Sand. Several keels were also blown out to sea, 
with their crews, some of which were seen ofF'Flamborough Head. 
The effects of the flood were severely felt by the farmers and others 
on both sides of the river, in the loss of horses, cows, sheep, pigs, 
&c. All the low grounds in the neighbourhood of Pontcland were 
overflowed, and many of the inhabitants were roused from their 
sleep by the water entering their beds. Considerable damage was 
done at Durham, Darlington, Sunderland, Hexham, &c. The wind 
corn mill of Mr. Heron, about half-a-mile to the westward of Sun- 
derland, got amain, and taking fire, from the friction, was burnt to 
the ground. On the river Wear, the ships and keels were nearly 
all adrift, but were secured before they got to sea. Great damage 
was done by this storm on the banks of the rivers Tees and Wear. 

1815. — This year, died, at Sunderland, Ann Appleby, aged 103 
years. 

1816 CJan. 3j» — Died, at the Low Felling, near Gateshead, 
Alice Blackett, aged 101 years. 
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1616 (Jan, ij. — Died, in Gateshead poor-houBe, nhere slie had 
resided oO yearsi Ann Carpenter, aged 1 lU years. 

January !J. — Died, at his bouse, near the Wind mill Hills, Gatai- 
head, Mr. Thomas Thompson, merchant, in the 43d year of hU age> 
Hi^ death was caused hy cold and fatigue in hie exertions to save 
' his property (timber), from the ravages of the destructive flood in 
the preceding month. Worn an humble origin, he raised himself by 
I Itis talents and merit to a respectable rank in society ; his loss ww 
,ieverely felt in the extensive circle of his friends, as well as in the 

Eublic festivals of the town, to the mirth of which his exquisitely 
uraourous songs in the ^ure Newcastle dialect, contributed a large 
portion. Besides being the author of " Canny Newcastle," " Jemtng 
\ Johnson's Whurrtn/," " New Keel Row," and other descriptive local 
' MQgB, Mr, Thompson wrote several pieces of considerable merit. 

JaRuary 12. — Died, at the Windy-nook, Gateshead Fell, Mary 
Henderson, aged 100 years. 

Janvary 29. — Died, at Bishop wearmoutb, Thomas Coulsonr 
glass maker, aged 105 years. 

This month, a stone coffin of the usual form was discovered 
•bout tt foot below the surface, immediately without the cost chaocel 
walls of Boldon church, Durham. It had no lid or inscription. 

A temporary bridge was this month finished across the river 
Tyne, at Hay don -bridge, for the accommodation of travellers. 

January 3. — Died, m Milbum-gatc, Durham, Mrs. Ann Smith, 
aged 100 years. 

February 5. — Died, at East Brunton, in Northumberlmid, Mr. 
Jolin Wallace, aged 103 years. 

The beginning of this year, vigorous eiForts wore made to esta- 
blish a branch custom-house at North Shields. ThU excited con- 
■iderabte interest both at that place and Newcastle, and deputations 
lh>m which places, composed of respectable merchants and ship- 
owners, were sent to London for the purpose of conferring with bis 
majesty's ministers on the expediency of the measure. The lord 
chancellor and Sir William Scott, natives of Newcastle, were de- 
cidedly against it. The lords of tlie treasury at length tinaliy de* 
termined, that no branch of the custom-house at Newcastle should 
be established at Shields ; but such masters of colliers, as might 
wish it, would in future be permitted to sign the coast bond at 
Shields. Newcastle was also highly indebted to Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and Cuthbert Ellison, esq., members of parliament for that 
town, for their unremitted exertions on this occasion. 

Another attempt was afterwards made by the shipowners of 
Shields to obtain the privilege of a distinct custom-house, but the 
lords of the treasury again decided against making any alteration 
in the mode of conducting the customary business of the port. 

April 12 Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Richardson, aged 

100 years. 

April 20.— Whole length portraits of the lord chancellor 
(Eldon), and Sir William Scott, judge of the admiralty court, 
were placed in the Guildhall, Newcastle, on each side of Uie por- 
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mit of Lord CoUingwood, fonniDg an Ulustrious trio, all uklives of 
that town. The portraits are b; Owen. 

1816 (April 23^,— Tile second centenary of the immortal bard, 
Sbakespeare, wa* celebrated in Newcastle, by a grand dinner at the 
Queen's Head inn, which was attended by about 60 of the ad- 
mirers of the poet of nature. William Loraine, esq., in the chair. 
Songs and glees were sung by the professional gentlemen present, 
and Mr. Stephen Kemble gave a long and able dissertation on the 
comparative merits of different poets. At the theatre the per- 
formance closed with a representation of Goirick's celebrated Ju- 
bilee at Stratford. 

This month, an excellent portrait of the duke of Northumber- 
land, painted by Phillips, and elegantly framed, was placed in the 
grand jury- room of the new courts of justice of the county of Nor- 
thumberlend, in Newcastle. The portrait was a present from his 
grace to the magistrates of the county, who had requested " that a 
picture (to be painted at their expease) of the munificent donor of 
£3000. towards the building of the courts, might adorn their walls." 
His grace ver^ obligingly complied in sitting to the artist, but con- 
verted the finished production into an additional present to the 
county. This portrait was most exquisitely engraved by the late 
Mr. Thomas Fryer Hanson, a native of Newcastle. 

May 10.— Died, at the Low Row, near Willington, Northiun- 
berlond, Dorothy Phillips, aged UO years. 

Maff 14. — Ditd, at Bishop .\uckland, Mrs. Jane Webster, aged 
104 years. 

May 31. — The Society of Arts presented a silver medal to 
William Reid Clanny, esq., M. D., of Bishopwearmoulh, for bis 
safely lamps for coal mines. This society the following year pre- 
sented the Doctor with a gold medal, for a steam safety lump. 

This month, died in the county poor-house, in Gallowgate, New- 
castle, John MoSatt, better known by the name of Dummg, never 
having had the faculty of speech. This eccentric character had 
been in the poor-house about 36 years, and was supposed, at the 
time of his death, to be near 80 years of age. He had two large 
excrescences under his chin, very much resembling the goilret oi' 
SwilMriantl. He was particularly fond of military costume, in 
which habiliments he was generally dressed, and his partiality for 
fiddling wa« indicated by imitating that performance with a stick 
across his arm. A whole length portrait of this harmless eccentric 
may be had of John Sykes. 

June 3. — In the evening, Signor de Montfort, bad an exhi- 
bition of fire works in the Spital-fietd, Newcastle, when the 
following melancholy occurrence took place: — Owing to the great 
strength of the wind at the time, the sparks from one of the largo 
wheels fell on the stage, on which four rockets were lying ; these 
were ignited by tbe sparks, and flying off in different directions, one 
of them unfortunately struck a youth of the name of John Price on 
the breast, when lie almost immediately expired. The deceased 
fifteen years of age. Some other perBoni were also Hurt. 
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L616 (June \b). — A fire broke out in the dweDing-house of Mr. 
J. Miller, at Brinkburn colliery, near Morpeth, which, in a short time, 
destroyed the house, n-ith a joiner's shop and stable, and a large 
quantity of wood. Miller's wife, with an infaot only three days 
, old in her arms, had to make her escape by the window, with other 
five children, all without clotliing ; two lodgers also lost every thing 
except what they had on. 

June 18. — The first anniversary of the memorable victory of 
Waterloo, was observed in Newcastle, with every mark of public 
rejoicing, A royal salute was fired at noon and sunset from the 
guns on the castle, and many a merry peal was rung by the bells of 
the different churches during the day. 

This day was observed by the gallant SSiI regiment of foot, 
quartered in Sunderland barracks, as a high festival. On the morn- 
ing, the regiment had a grand field day, when the men all wore 
a sprig of laurel in tlicir caps, and fired several rounds in honour 
of the occasion. The officers in the latter part of the day gave aa 
elegant dinner to many gentry in the town and neighbourhood. 
At night the garrison was illuminated, when various transparencies 
were displayed. The non-commissioned officers had a ball and re* 
freshments in one of the barracks; and the men were also permit- 
ted to regale and enjoy tliemselves in commemoration of a day 
when their sufferings were so great, and when they contributed so 
much by their valour to the attainment of the glorious result. 

./une 30, — Died at Darlington, aged 53, Adam Yarkcr. better 
known by the name of JBlind Adam, having been blind from his 
birth. He possessed a strong memory, which ho particularly ap- 

Silied to the registering the number of deaths, &Cn which occurred 
br upwards of forty years in Darlington. Without hesitating a 
moment, he could tell how many deaths had been in any given 
year or month, the exact day when the individual died, to whom 
they were related, &c. He was noted for keeping of poultry, in 
which he greatly excelled ; his hens, owing to bis superior manage- 
ment, laid their eggs in the winter season ; he knew them from 
each other, and could tell the name, colour, &c., oh soon as he got 
them in his hand. Although he was descended from poor parents, 
and had but a small pittance, called the blind's bount}', with the 
benevolence of a few charitable individuals, flie protits arising from 
his poultry, &c., enabled him to realise ^200. 

July 1. — The foundation stone of a column erected by the 
tenantry of the late duke of Northumberland, to perpetuate his 
grace's munificence and numerous acts of kindness, was laid with 
great rejoicings. The procession moved from the White Swan 
inn, Alnwick, to the site of the column adjoining the road on the 
south entrance into that town. In a cavity were deposited the 
regimental roll, written on vellum, of the late Percy tenantry vo- 
lunteers, hermetically closed in a glass tube, together with several 
medals. When the clergyman had concluded a prayer, the com. 
wine, and oil, were poured upon the stone, and the company united 
in shttuts of applause; after which the procession returned. The 
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bells of Newcastle and Gateshead announced to the public the 
laying the foundation stone, commencing to ring at 12 o clock, and 
which was continued during the remainder of the day. The co- 
lumn was built on the plan of his grace's architect, the late David 
Stephenson, esq., of Newcastle. 

1816 (Jufy 6^«— Some workmen employed at the quarry at Hetton, 
near the old Roman road, Northumberland, on removing the earth, 
discovered about four feet below the surface, an urn rudely carved 
and filled with black ashes, near it was a stone coffin about three 
feet four inches long, and two feet two inches in width, containing 
the remains of a body lying on the left side ; the legs folded up 
behind the thighs. From the rough state of the coffin, no inscrip- 
tion or marks could be seen. 

Jufy 10. — About twelve o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke 
out in the upper part of a building in the Pudding Chare, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Beeney, painter and glazier, as a varnishing 
room, and Mr. Lawson as a currier's work shop. The fire had 
arrived at a considerable height before it was discovered, and when 
the flames burst forth they threatened destruction, not only to the 
building in which it broke out, but also to the two dwelling-houses 
adjoining, and fronting to the Bigg-market. The firemen succeed- 
ed in getting the fire under by about two o'clock, without doing 
much further damage than destroying the upper stories of Uie 
building in which it broke out, together with the property contain- 
ed therein. Mr. Beeney 's loss was considerable, being unfortu- 
nately not insured. Mr. Richardson, the owner of die premises, 
and Mr. Lawson, were both insured. 

August 5. — The ship Flora, of London, having just taken in a 
cargo of coals from Messrs. Nesham and Go's, staith at Sunderland, 
blew up with a terrible explosion, the deck beams being broken, 
and the decks completely torn up, with considerable other damage. 
This was occasioned by the inflammable state of the coal, and the 
air being entirely excluded from the hold. 

August 17. — John Greig, for the murder of Elizabeth Stone- 
house, of Monkwearmouth, was executed pursuant to his sentence, 
on a drop erected in front of the new county court house at Dur- 
ham. After hanging the usual time, his body was cut down and 
given to his friends for interment. He was a stout good-looking 
man, thirty-seven years of age. 

August 22. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming 
fire broke out in the premises of Mr. Coxon, of Milburn place, 
North Shields, pawn broker, which threatened destruction to the 
neighbourhood. Fortunately there was no wind, and by the timely 
aid of the engines, it was got under, but not until the whole inter- 
nal part of Uie building, furniture, and pledged goods were con- 
sumed. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Margaret Archer, aged 110 years. 

September 7. — James O'Neill, for robbing Mr. George Angus, 
carrier of Mickley, on the highway, on his return from the preced- 
ing October Cowhill fiur, was executed pursuant to his sentence, 
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on the Toirn Moor, Newcastle. The body, after haogiog the usual 
time, was cut down, and conveyed by the friendi of the deceased 
to a public house near the gaol, where it was toaktd, und on the 
following day (Sunday) it was interred at St. Andrew's church; 
about thirty Irish people Ibtlowing it to the grave. 

1816 fSept. 10 J. — Duringa tremendous hurricane, the patent iron 
wands of the com mill at Byker-hill, near Newcastle, were carried 
away for the third time in two years, and fell with a dreadful crash. 
In Newcastle many buildings were injured, and the large ash tree, 
which had for many generations stood in the west corner of the 
vicarage garden in Westgate -street, was blown down, to the great 
regret of the inhabitants. It was somewhat remarkable that this 
tree, which, for many years, had been frequented by rooks was this 
year deserted by them, a solitary pair only making their nest in it. 
Sqitetnber 18. — Many of the tradesmen in Sunderland, injudi- 
ciously refused taking the shillings and sixpences that were plain, 
and without remains of the impression. In consequence of this, 
atler dark, a large concourse of the poor inhabitants met end com- 
menced an attack upon the shops of Messrs. Caleb Wilson, Nattrass, 
Middlebrook, Walton, Andrews, Hall, &c., all grocers and flour deal- 
ers ; the windows of both shops and houses were nearly demolished, 
and the shop of Middlebrook completely gutted by the mob, who 
were seen running away with hams, bacon, groceries, &c. Afler 
the shop had been forced open, the brave S3d regiment were called 
out, and on the riot act being read about midnight, they prepared 
to act hostily, when the mob in a great degree dispersed, but not 
before several soldiers received severe bruises from bricks, &c. The 
house of Mr. Barnes, surgeon, being at this time rebuilding, the 
mob took many hundred bricks for their destructive purposes ; the 
town continued in great alarm and commotion for some time on 
this event. 

Seplember SI.— Died, at Chirton, near North Shields, Mr. WiU 
; liam Elliot, aged 100 years. 

Stptetnber SO.~Died, at Old Walker, near Newcastle, Mrs. Jane 
[ Jowsey, aged 10+ years. She possessed all her faculties until the 
r tkne of her dissolution ; she could sew, spin, knit, and read small 
I |irint without the aid of spectacles. 

[ Stptember, — The view of that venerable ruin, the cathedral of 
I 8l Cuthbert, at Holy Island, was considerably improved by the 
) meek and rubbish of the fellen parts of the building being removed 
n the windows, which had for ages been blocked up ; but mOst 
L especially by the great western door of the church being opened 
I Ibut, which the sun had not shone upon for centuries past, the archi- 
9 tecture of which is the true Saxon, highly ornamented with three 
koDlumns on each side of the door. The amateurs of antiquities 
%-WK indebted to Mr. Selby, of Swansfield, for this great improve 

Octaiier 9. — A Roman gold coin of the emperor Galbm about 
1400 years old, with a fine head quite perfect, was found in a field 
strar Chestcr-le-street, by a young woman gathering potatoes ; it 



>. a- 1H16.] 



KBMARKABLE KVEMTS. 



lOS 



weighed about two-thirds of a guinea. It is now in the valuible 
collection of Robert Surtees, etq., of Mainafortb. 

1816 f Oct. llj. — Witton caslle and estate in the county of 
Durham, were sold by auction in the city of Durham, for the fum 
£78,000. 

Octobtr 18. — A riot tnolc place at Sunderland this day, (Friday) 
which is the morketHiay there. A farmer had been asking I6t. 
a bushel for his wheat, when a fellow standing by him forcibly seis- 
ed the sack and ran off with it. This daring outrage was the signal 
for the whole of the com being seized by the populace, and in- 
stantly the whole market became the scene of the utmost confusion 
and alarm. The shop-keepers shut in their window!), the magis- 
trates appeared and read tlie riot act, and the military were ordered 
to be in readiness, but fortunately their services were not required. 
By the active exertions of about 60 special constables, tlie corn was 
nearly all recovered and tranquility restored, 

November 22. — A tremendous 6re broke out in the premises oc- 
cupied by Mr. James Hewet, tJiip-chaiidler, in the Low-street of 
North Shields, which were totally consumed, and the adjoining 
premises considerably injured. 

November 29. — Died, at Bishopwearmoutli, Mrs. Elizabeth Bro- 
derick, aged 104 years. 

Dreember 13. — The grand duke Nicholas, of Rut^sia, and his suite 
arrived at Sunderland ; and the morning following, attended by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, minutely inspected the pier, the iron bridge, the 
coal staicli of Messrs. Nesham and Co., and afterwards took refresh- 
ment at Bishop wearmoulh rectory -house. They then set out for 
Newcastle, when almost immediately after their arrival, his impe- 
rial highness proceeded to the Royal Jubilee School, where he was 
met by the Rev. William Turner, one of the secretaries. Though 
Saturday is not a regular school-day, yet at the rcuucst of Dr. 
Hamel, who had arrived the day before, Mr. Drury, the master of 
the School, had assembled all the boy^ to the number of nearly 
500. This being the first Lancastrian school which bis highness had 
seen, he appeared, even on his entrance to be powerfully interest- 
ed, and afterwards attentively examined all their performances. 
Before leaving the school, he inscribed with his own hand in tlie 
visitors' book. Ins name in the Russ character, to remain as a testi- 
monial of his visit. From the school the prince proceeded to Walls- 
end colliery, where Mr. Buddie explained the whole process of 
ventilating and working the mines and the shipping of coal. Mr. 
Bewick had afterwards the honour of laying before the grand duke 
specimens of his skill in the art of engraving upon wood, u hich were 
closely examined, and much approved of by his highness On Sun- 
day morning, the right worshipful the mayor. Sir Thomas Burdoa, 
knt., paid his respects to his imperial highness, to tender him the 
honours and hospitality of Newcasde. His highness regretted that 
want of time did not allow him to accept the invitation, and indeed 
he almost immediately set off for Alnwick castle, and thence to 
Berwick, where he passed the uighL His suite consisted of the 
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follotving persDHG : — Baron Nicholay, Sir William Congrcret | 
Koutouaof, Dr. Chriciiton, General Saurassolf, M. Kiitiker, M. 
MarecU, and M. Parosky. 

lB16t — This year the freedom of Berwick was voted to Admiral 
lA)rd Exmouth, and to Admiral Sir David Milne, for highly distin- 
guished and meritorious services at Algiers. His lordship replied 
by a letter of thanks, stating that this was the first compliment 
that he had received since his arrival in England from Algiers. 

1817 (Jan. ISJ Died, at Shincliff, near Durham. Mr. John 

Larab, farmer, aged 100 years. Itwastheannivcrsaryofhisbirthday. 

January 30. — Eighteen waggons belonging to the artillery 
arrived ia Newcastle on their way to Scotland, under a military 
escort. They were laden with the new silver coin to the amount, 
in weight, of twenty -four tons. 

Febrvary 12. — The valuable and extensive woollen -manufactory 
of Messrs. Edward and Joseph Pease, of Darlington, was consutned 
by fire. 

Febmary 13. — The new silver coin was delivered from the Mint 
Office, in the Close, to the public in Newcastle, in exchange for 
the old standard coin of the realm, however defaced or reduced io 
weight by use. 

This month, there were found in the ancient manor of Ulchester, J 
Northumberland, nearly 1000 silver coins, which appeared to be I 
pennies of the reigns of Stephen and Henry H. 1 

March, — Died, in the poor house of St. Nicholas', Durham, Wil- 
liam Williamson, aged 100 years. 

April 8. — Died, io Sandgate, Newcastle, Isabella Thompson, 
widow, aged 100 years. 

April 14. — Martha Wilson was found suspended from a nail in 
the wall of her apartment in the Trinity-house, Newcastle, After 
a careful examination of witnesses before the coroner and jury, ft 
verdict of /elo de te was found, and in consequence her body wu 
interred in tlie public highway a little east of the toll-gate, and in | 
front of the buildings which have since been named Ridley Villai. I 

April 20. — Died, in the hou^e of correction at Durham, where 
he had been kept nearly 46 years, a man usually called Dickg, s 
lunatic, whose real name could never be made out, but which was 
supposed to have been Hicbard Williamson. This extraordinary 
man was first discovered in 1771, in a complete state of nudity, in 
an out-building, in tlie fields near Newton-hall, then the seat of 
Thomas Liddell, est]., who allowed him 1*. a-week towards his 
maintenance, and which was continued by bis successors, and, witli 
the allowance from the county, and the kind attention of the go- 
vernors of tlie house, rendered his life comfortable. It was gene- 
rally conjectured, that he bad been a lunatic confined in some 
receptacle, whence he had escaped. He was never able either to 
tell his name, or give the smallest account of himself, nor could 
any discovery ever be made where he came from, or to whoui he 
belonged, though, from his dialect, he seemed to liave come from 
ibe Bouth. He was perfectly harralessi and appeared to have had 
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a good educfttion, from his being able to repeal man^ parts of tlie 
service of the church, particularly the morning semce, which he 
frequently did with great propriety. He was auppoaed, at the time 
of his death, to be about 60 years of age. 

1817 (April'ZOj. — Died, at Plessey, Northumberland, Margaret 
Stafford, aged 106 years. 

Aprii 28.— Died, at the Westgate, Newcaatle, Mrs. Ana Tindal, 
aged 100 years. 

ApHl 29. — The marriage of Earl Percy, at Northumberland- 
house, Strand, London, to Lady Charlotte Plorentia CHve, youngest 
daughter of the Earl of Powis, was celebrated at Alnwick, by the 
ringing of bells, the firing of guns, and an ox roasted in the Mar- 
ket-place ; it was cut up by Mr. George Lindsay, butcher, on a 
scaffold erected for the purpose, and distributed amongst the popu- 
lace, together with a proportionate quantity of bread and ale. The 
whole was conducted with the greatest harmony. 

April 29. — The foundation stone of a new Independent Meet- 
iog-house was laid with much ceremony, in Villiers-atreet, Sunder- 
land, by the Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Leeds. 

This month, died at Hexham, Mr. John Bewick, aged 101 years. 

May 18.— Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Margaret Cundell, wi- 
dow, aged 100 years. 

This month, died at Rig End, near Falstone, Mrs. Heron, widow, 
aged 101 years. 

JioK \. — Died, at St. Anthony's, near Newcastle, Sarah Forster, 
aged 109 years. 

Jujte S. — Died, at the High Felling, near Gateshead, John Mac- 
lay, aged 101 ^ears. 

Junt 8. — Died, at Hexham, Elizabeth Cams, aged 102 years. 

June 12. — Died, in the gaol of Newgate, Newcastle, where he 
had been confined several years, Mr. William Richardson, formerly 
an eminent corn-merchant in that town. Mr. R. possessed consi- 
derable talents, and various were his satiric effusions, the chief of 
which is " The NewcatlU Attomeyi" which was privately circu- 
lated, and of course has become exceedingly scarce. His widow 
placed a very singular epitaph over his remains, in Heworth cha- 
pel-yard, which has since been much mutilated. 

June 23. — The corporation of Newcastle commeoced building 
twenty additional rooms to the Peace and Unity Hospital, at the 
Westgote, for aged freemen and their widows, 

June 26,— Died, at Birtley, Durham, Ralph Gofton, in the 102d 
year of his age. 

June 30 About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the carburet- 

ted hydrogen gas in the Row Pit, at Harraton Colliery, on the 
river Wear, uniortunately ignited, when thirty-eight men and boys 
lost their lives. It was one of the most violent explosions which 
had happened for years ; corves, trams, and several utensils used 
at the bottom of the shaft (82 fathoms in depth) being blown into 
the air, together with the bodies of two of the unfortunate work- 
men, one with the head off, and the other cut ia two in the middle- 
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AU the sufferers, except one from Fat6e1d, belonged to New 

Painsher, and were buried there on Wednesday, July Sd. Amongst 

I tiiem were ten belonging to one fumily, ol' the name of Hills, viz. 

I the grandfather, his two sons, and seven grandsons. This dreadful 

I Occident was caused entirely by the perverse obstinacy of a youn^ 

1, named John Moody, one of the hewers, who, in defiance of 

I tiie orders of the overman, refused to use Sir H. Davy's lamp, and 

I lighted a candle, which was twice put out by the workmen whom 

f he was to relieve, but he rc-lighted it by unscrewing the tamp, and 

I tfius sacrificed his own lite, and the lives of his companions. But 

[ the painful narrative does not close here : on Wednesday aHer- 

noon, some of the workmen went into the Nova Scotia Pit, of the 

V nme colliery, to repair some part of the pit which had been in- 

I jnred by the explosion of 'the Itow Pit, and not returning in time, 

T mnother party of the men went down to seek them, but were 

1 obliged to return without effecting their object, being unable to 

proceed on account of the great quantity of choke damp which 

, had entered the workings, supposed from the Row Fit subsequent 

to the explosion. The eight workmen who had first gone down 

' were obliged, therefore, to be left to their fate. Their bodies were 

got out on the following day, six of whom were quite dead ; two 

were still alive, with little hopes of recovery. This is the explosion 

alluded to by Mr. Buddie, at page 49, folio, and page 10, octavo 

editions of the " Report of the Evidence taiien m 1829 on the Stale 

of the Coal Trade of the United Kingdoms." The octavo edition 

was published by John Sykes. 

1817 (June). — This month, the foundation stone of a Roman Ca- 
tholic chapel was laid in Bedford-street, North Shields, adjoining the 
turnpike road from Tynemoulhto Newcastle. June Hth, 1821, this 
elegant Gothic edifice was opened with great solemnity by the Right 
Hev. Thomas Smith, bishop of liolina, and vicar apostolic of the 
northern district, assisted by a number of Catholic clergymen. An 
excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas tiitlow, to a 
crowded audience, who had been admitted bj ticket, exhibiting a 
cross and the rising sun. Mr. Gillow who still presides over uijs 
chapel, is a highly respected clergyman, — See Aug. S2rf. 1830. 

jul^ 4. — A blast took place on board (he Fly, Brown, of Ely, 
"which hadjust been laden with coals at Mr. Brandling's staith, on 
the river Tyne. The hatches were fastened down about eight 
o'clock at night, and about half>past eleven, the master havmg 
been writing in his cabin, the inflammable gas from the coal hav- 
ing found its way from the hold, ignited at his candle as he was 
soing tn bed, and exploded. The master was seriously scorched ; 
his bed curtains were set on fire ; the hatches were burst open, 
) and a boat which was upon them thrown oft'. Two planks on the 
[ deck were blown up. The other men on board were in bed and 
Kceived no hurt, except the mate who was thrown out of bed, and 
his toes a little burnt, and his whiskers singed olF. The cat also 
lost her whiskers, and was much singed. These accidents are occa- 
sioned by immediately fastening down the hatches upon a cargo of 
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181 J (Jaly \Q). — Died, at Northumberland House, London, the 
most noble Hugh Percy, duke of Northumberland, unrivalled for 

foodnesa of heart, frieadship, muuiticeoce, and princely protection. 
or 53 years he adorned the military profession both at home and 
abroad ; and as a statesman, tempered the love of his sovereign 
with the love of the just rights of the people. He was the father of 
his tenantry, who gratefully perpetuated his memory by a stately 
column. During the late war, the Percy Tenantry volunteer ar- 
tillery, cavalry, and riflemen, were clothed, paid, and in every re- 
spect maintained in arms, at the sole expense of this patriotic 
nobleman. His grace's titles and offices were, Hugh Percy, duke 
of Northumberland, E^rl Percy, Baron Warkworth, of Warkworth 
Castle, Baron Percy, Lucy, Poynings, Fitzpayne, Bryan, and Lati- 
mer, a baronet, a general in the army, knight of the garter, lord 
lieutenant anil vice-admiral of Northumberland and Newcastle upon 
Tyne, and constable of Launceston Caatle, F. R. S. and V. S. A. 
His grace was in the 75th year of his age. The following month, 
on account of his grace's death, eleven elegant banners, coat of 
moil, sword and shield, &c., were placed in Alnwick church. 

July 14. — Died, near Wolviston, Durham, Mrs. Mary Stephen- 
son, widow, aged 104 years. Her mother died at tlie age of 1U8 ; 
a sister at 107, another sister at 105, and a brother at the age of 
97 years. 

July 18. — Died, in St. Andrew's poor>house, Newcastle, Anne 
Moulter, aged 102 year^. 

Juiy 19. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Tliomas Morrison, aged 
103 years. 

July 25.— Died, at Hartley, In her lOSth year, Mrs. Margaret 
Lowery, who enjoyed excellent health till within a few hours of 
her death, with faculties unimpaired. About twenty years before, 
she was nearly blind, but she recovered her eye-sight, which re- 
mained strong and clear to the last. 

Auguil 14. — Died, at Darlington, Isabella Burnsides, aged 104 
years. \ 

Septemb§r 25. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event six men lost their lives. 

October II. — Thecominitteeof the coal trade of the rivers Tyne 
and Wear, and the several subscribers to the superb service of 
plate, which had been for some time preparing as a tribute of gra- 
titude to Sir Humphry Davy, for his invaluable discovery of the 
safety lamp, with several of their friends, assembled at the Queen's 
Head inn, to partake of a dinner given to that distinguished philo- 
sopher on the [iresentation of the plate. John George Lambton, 
esq^ M. P., for the county of Durham, waa called to the chair. 
About sixty gentlemen sat down to dinner, which was of the most 
sumptuous kind. The meeting broke up about eleven o'clock. May 
29th, 1829, Sir Humphry Davy died at (ieneva, where he had 
arrived the day before, of an attack of apoplexy. 
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1817/" Oct 15^— An immense whole was found at sea, by the 
fishermen belonging to North Sunderland, when, afler great exer- 
tion, thej' succeeded in towing it ashore, at North Sunderland 
pier, where it lay some time for the inspection of (he curious. 

November 3. — An explosion tocik place in Ouston coliiety, near 
Chester-le-street, by which a man named John Tumbull lost his 
life, and three others were severely burnt. 

November 8. — On the receipt of the intelligence in Newcastle, 
oftlie death ofthe Princess Charlotte, the great bell of St. Nicholas, 
and the bells of all the other churches lolled heavily for an hour, 
and the flag of the castle was displayed half staff high ; many of 
the ships in the harbour made a similar mournful display. At Dur- 
ham, the bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a mourning pesl, and 
the great bell of the cathedral was aJso tolled for a considerable 
time. At North and South Shields the bells of the churches rung 
muffled peals, and the ships displayed their mourning. The flags 
on Cllfford's-fort and Tyncmoutli castle, were also hoisted in mourn- 
ing. November 19th being the day when the mortal remains of this 
roost beloved princess were to be consigned to the cold and silent 
tomb, it was observed in Newcastle with every mark of solemnity 
and sorrow. At sun rise, on the signal of a gun from the castle, a 
muffled peal was slowly rung on the bells of St. Nicholas, and the 
other churches, and the flags of the castle and the ships in the 
harbour were hoisted half mast high. All the shops were closed, 
and business of every kind suspended. Divine service was per- 
formed at the several churches in the morning, and was most nu- 
merously attended. Tlie mayor and corporation passed in slow 
procession to St. Nicholas' church, where also the several lodges 
of free masons in that town and Gateshead assembled, properly 
attired in black, with hatbands and white gloves, to join in the 
mournful service of the day ; the church was exceedingly crowded. 
The pulpit, reading desks, &c., were all hung with black cloth. 
After service, the church bells tolled heavily for a considerable 
time, and at sun set, another mournful peal closed the sad observ- 
ance of the day. At Gateshead church, there was also service in 
the evening, when an affecting sermon was preached by the Her. 
Christopher Benson, of Newcastle. This mournful event was simi- 
larly observed at all tlie other towns. She died Nov. 6th, 1817. 

rfovember . — Died, at Matfen, in Northumberland, John Arm- 
strong, game keeper to Sir Edward Blackett, hart., in his 101st 
year. He retained all his faculties to the last, 

December 3. — The awful sentence of the law was carried into 
execution against Charles Smith, for the wilful murder of Charles 
Stuart. About ten o'clock the procession moved from the gaol to 
die gallows, which was erected on the town-moor, Newcastle, a 
little north of the barracks, on the opposite side of the road. 
When arrived at the gallows, he, in a firm and impressive manner, 
addressed the spectators at some length, denying his having shed 
the blood of Stuart, and stating that he forgave all who had ap< 
pewed against him. After joining in prayer with the Roman 
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Catholic clergyman (Rev, Mr. Worswick), he was Uunched into 
eternity. His body was afterwards takea to the Surgeons' Hall 
for dissectioD. He had been respited from the 18th August 

1817 (Di^ 14^. — Died, at Hexham, Mrs. Margaret Davison, 
aged 102 years. 

Dtcemher 18. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in the 
Plain Pit at Rainton colliery, when twenty-seven persons (eleven 
men and sixteen boys) lost their lives ; the accident took place a 
short time before all__the workmen had descended to their work ; 
had it occurred a little time later, there would have been upwards 
of 160 men and boys in tlie pit, most of whom, it is probable would 
have perished. 

This year, Mr. Grev, of Miilfield Hill, found near the traces of 
an ancient encampment, a short distance from Flodden Hill, a tumu- 
lus, which, on removing, exhibited a very singular sepulchre. In 
the centre a large urn was found, but in a thousand pieces. It had 
either been broken to pieces by the stones falling upon it when 
digging, or had gone to pieces on the admission of the air. This 
urn was surrounded by a number of cells formed of flat stones in 
the shape of graves, but too small to hold the body in its natural 
state. These sepulchral recesses contained nothing except ashes, 
or dust of the same kind as that in the urn. 

This year, Gilesgate moor, Durham (270 acres) was divided. 
The marquis and marchioness of Londonderry, had one sixteenth 
allotted as lord and lady of the manor, and reserved the mines. 

This year, died at Rushyford, Durham, Mrs. Mary Young, aged 
101 years. 

1818 (Jan. \(i). — A savings' bank was opened at Newcastle, and 
upwards of £300 paid in by between 60 and 70 depositors. 

In the evening of the same day, a partial lighting of the gaa 
lights took place in such of the shops in Newcastle as had com- 
pleted their arrangements. The lamps in Mosley-street were not 
lighted till the 13th (Tuesday evening), when a great crowd wit- 
nessed their first lighting up, and a loud cheer was given by the 
boys, as the flame was applied to each burner. 

January 12, — A numerous and most respectable party of gentle- 
men dined together at the Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle, (Charles 
John Brandling, esq,, of Gosforth, m the chair), on the occasion of 
presenting a piece of plate (a tankard of large dimensions) to Mr. 
George Stephenson, for the service rendered to science and hu- 
manity by the invention of his safety lamp. This, added to a 
former donation of the coal trade at large, amounted to nearly 
£1,000. 

Ftbrttary 8. — Died, in the workhouse at Bishop Auckland, Han- 
nah Robinson, aged 103 years. 

FAruary 12. — Died, at Haggerstone, in Northumberland, 
Thomas Ewart, aged 101 years. 

F^uary 14— Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Mary Usher, aged 
lOIyears. 

FAruary 15 The chapel of St. Andrew's, at North Shieldi, 
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was first opened for service, by ihe Rev. John Wilson, A. M., a 
the solemn Presbyterian tbrro of Scotland. The foundation st 
of this chapel was laid in June 1817. 

1818. (Fd). 18;^— Died, at North Shields, Jane Macdonald,'! 
aged 101 years. 

February 'il. — Died, in Sunderland Old Road, in the chapelry 
' of Heworth, at three o'clock on the morning, Hannah, aged 100 
years, wife of James Bell, and at nine the same morning, James 
Bell, her liusband, aged 103 years. He had been indisposed for 
some time ; and a few days previous to his dissolution, his wife 
observed to him, that he would not live long, but that she would 
go before him, which she did as above stated ; without any pre- 
vious illness she complained of being sick, and expired. Their I 
youngest daughter, aged 68, attended them during tlieir last iii»f ■ 
ments. ffl 

March 10. — When the workmen were digging the foundation (S\ 
a circular addition to the north side of the church at Bedlington, ihey 
discovered three monumental stones, on which were cut out a swordi 
the cross of which was decorated with ribbons, and human figures. 
On one stone was inscribed, " Ora pro nobit." Tlie bones of a human 
being were also found close to the buttress of the steeple. They 
were supposed to be the remains of Cuthbert Watson, a noted 
somnambulist. On February 14th, 1669, he rose in hi» sleepi and, 
wandering to the church, climbed up the buttress on the north side 
of the steeple. A person passing at the time, being alarmed for 
his safety, called to poor Watson, who awoke, fell, and was killed 
on the spot. This story is verified by tradition, the parish regis- 
ter, and the date cut upon the buttress, called " Watson's WoAe." 

March 84. — Died, in the Keelmen's hospital, Newcastle, Ann 
Hamilton, aged 100 years. 

Same day, a large floating dock, belonging to Mr. Farrington, 
ship-builder, was launched from his yard at Sundgate Shore, New* 
castle, in the presence of many hundreds of spectators. 

March 27. — A grand masonic procession look place from Mr. 
Smith's the Anchor ion, at Wooler, which was met by a deputa- 
tion of the trustees, elders, and others of the congregation of Pro- 
testant Dissenters of the West chapel, the Kev. Mr. Mitchell, mi- 
nister, and proceeded to the site fixed upon for a new meeting- 
house, where the foundation stone was laid by Mr. Richard Jobson. 
Under the stone were deposited in a scaled bottle, various coins of 
George III>, and a roll of parchment containing a list of the pre- 
siding officers of the society and the lodges, after which, an appro- 
priate oration was delivered by brother Joseph Armstrong. 

In the spring of this year a part of the south wall of Barnard 
castle fell. It battered in the roof of a house, and a man at work 
in a saw pit below was providentially preserved by a tree falling 
across it. 

April 15. — At the anniversary meeting of the Uoy.ol Humane 
Society, holdcn at the London tavern, his royal highness the 
duke of Sussex, president of the society, delivered the honorary 
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medallion to John D&Tison, esq., of Bisliopwearmouth, for his io- 
ventioa of the improved SuoderlaQd life-boat. His royal highoew 
in addressing Mr. Davison, observed the society had been highly 
pleased with the life-boat, the principle of which his roya! highness 
explaioed (o the numerous party assembled. He also stated that 
the society were much gratified by Mr. D's being present to re- 
ceive the medal in person, and he further observed as one of the 
royal family, they were deeply interested in every invention that 
tended to preserve the Uvea of his majesty's subjects, and condes- 
cendingly added, in presenting the medal to Mr. Davision, that he 
had well deserved iU 

1818 (May 2J.—A fire broke out in the Hartford, London 
trader. Captain James Otway, belonging to Mr. Kobson, wharfin- 
ger, of Newcastle. She was lying near the cinder kilns, on tlie 
south side of the Tyne ; and about one o'clock on the morning, tlie 
alarm of fire was ^ven by the mate and his wife, who, with a boy, 
were the only persons on board. Two engines from neighbouring 
glass-houses were not long in arriving at the place, and about four 
o'clock, one of the engines from the Newcastle fire office, proceed- 
ed down the river in a wherry. Every exertion was made to pre- 
vent the progress of the fire. The vessel was scuttled, but being 
in shallow water, she of course sunk very little. At one time the 
flames issued through the sky light, set fire to the trysail, and 
would certainly have destroyed all the rigging, had not a man in- 
stantly cut away the lanyards on one side of the vessel, which 
caused the mainmast to fall overboard. Notwithstanding tliese 
efforts, the fire continued to rage iu the cabin, (where it originated) 
and the after part of the hold till six o'clock, and consequently did 
considerable damage to the vessel, as well as destroying every 
thing on board belonging to the captain and the crew ; fortunately 
no goods were on board. A new cable was found lying coiled, 
apparently as perfect as when tirst laid into the vessel, but upon 
being touched, fell into dust. William Lamb, who was employed 
at the Tyne Glass-house, unfortunately fell down the hatchway ; it 
was not long before he was brought up with a hook, but life had 
fled ; he left a widow and five children, for whom a subscription 
was set on fooL 

JUay 11 Died, in Northumberland Square, North Shields, Mr. 

Robert Wilkinson, librarian to the Public Subscription Library. 
Howard-street, aged 48 years. He was well skilled in the mathe- 
matics, as many of his productions in the Diaries and other publi- 
cations, will testify. His calculations, often made without putting 
pen to paper, were very astonishing. He was also a poet of no 
mean celebrity. In short, in him were combined some of the 
rarest qualities of the human mind. Mr. Wilkinson was a native 
of Northumberland. 

May 30 Died, at his house in We I beck-street, Cavendish- 
square, London, in the 54th year of his age, William Burdon, esq. 
of Hartford-house, in Northumberland, a gentleman of great li- 
terary attainments. Mr. Burdon was a native of Newcastle, and 
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educated at the Free Grammar-school there, from whence he wu 

■ent to Emanuel college, Cambridget where he obtained b felloir- 
r tlup. Mr. Burdon was designed for the church, but on reading 
' '' e early history of Christianity, he came to the concluaion of not 
I Miteriog into priest's orders, ana he resigned his fellowship in 1796> 
I After his retirement from the university, a number of curious and 
I valuable works proceeded from his fertile pen. His publications 
bwere — " Three Lettert addressed to the Bishop of Llandaff. Cam' 
V'^ridge, 1795," "Life and Character of BtionapaTte," '^Examina- 
I of the Pursuits of Literature," " Malerialsfyr TTtinking," 2 tfo/* 
•., " Letters on the Affairs of Spain" " Thoughts on Polities. 

Moralitt/, and Literature," " A Vindication of Pope and Grattan," 
I;* Treatise on tlie Privileges of the House of Commons," and several 

miscellaneous essays and papers in the periodical publications of 
I die day. For some years, a small swelling had affected his thigh ; 
L Alia increasing, and occasioning an intense and unremitting pain, 
[ fee removed to London in 18L7, for the purpose of an operation; 

Ae consequence was, that ihe thigh was amputated close to the 

(trunk of the body. In two months he was able to take an airing 

a his carriage, although he was never free from pain. About the 

■ Huddle of May he gradually relapsed, and found great difficulty in 

Fbreathing, attended with spasms, and expired as above stated, 

1818 (June 2 J. — Tlie Society of Arts presented the silver medal 
Bid ten guineas to Mr. John Common, of Denwick, near Alnwick, 
br his invention of a double-drill turnip sower. He was also pre- 
I tented with thirty guineas from the Highland Society for this in- 
I vention. The following curious account of tliis wn-Common family 
T B>ay be interesting : — Mr. Common's family have been remarkable 
I tar stature, strength, longevity, and cleverness. His great-grand- 
F Atther, Thomas, uved until he was above 110 years of age. Some 

time before his death, which happened at Dunsheugh, he got a new 

let of teeth. He left seven sons : one of them, named Andrew, 
I measured m inches across the shoulders ; and frequently went to 

Alnwick market from Thrunton, with a stick over his shoulder, to 
L which a boll of peas was suspended. Robert, another son, seized 
y two men who were assaulting his master at Warkworth Bams, and, 
[ carrying one of thero under each arm, ran and ihrew them both 
I into the Coquet. Being present when a party of men were tiring 

their strengtli by throwing an axe towards a house at High Bus- 
, ton, he joined in the sport ; but instead of throwing it towards the 

house, he threw it over it. There was another son, named Matthew, 
[possessed of uncommon strength. At one time he leaped forwards 
L tnd backwards over a yoke of oxen in Alnwick streets. Thomas, 
I the youngest, Mr. Common's grandfather, was the leost, yet he 
I weighed fourteen stones. He had two sons, Thomas, and Robert 
I Mr. Common's father. They were both ingenious mechanics and 
I noted pugilists. Thomas excelled in the erection of windmills and 
L'tteam-engines; and Robert, in making winnowing machines on an 
I economical plan. He made some improvements in the construc- 
I lion <^ ploughs, and invented the bonnet maker's mangle. He also 
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performed well on the bagpipes and violin, both of which instru- 
ments he made himself. When a boy, he was severely corrected 
by his father, fbr standing upon his head on the steeple of Shil- 
bottle chorch. His ^eldest son, Thomas, is now an eminent onill- 
Wright at Quebec William, another son, carries on the same 
blisiness in Buston, his native place. He possesses a portion of 
the nerve and agility of his forefathers, as he cao leap through a 
hoop^ two feet in diameter, while a tall man holds it above his head. 
His brother, Mr. John Common, (from whom these particulars were 
obtained,) when a youth, stood upon his head on the highest tower 
of Warkworth castle. He performed the same feat on the edge of 
Che grate of Brislee tower, and on the stem-piece of a boat while 
agitated on the water. He has also laid his hands on a board the 
height of his chin, sprung up, and rested upon his head. He has 
likewise walked upon his elbows on level ground, and upon his 
hands on the battlement of Warkworth bridge, and the highest 
part of Eshott^hall I About the time that King James I. mounted 
the English throne, one of this wonderful famity &rmed the Free- 
stone Bam, near Whittingham, and tradition records how boldly 
he fought with a party of moss-troopers who had stolen his cattle. 
Jc^n, the brother of Mr. Common's great-grandfather before men- 
tioned, lived until he was 115 years old ; and Peter, another bro- 
ther, until he exceeded his 132d year. He died at Rugly, about 
mnety years ago. This patriarch was casting flags on Hazon Moor, 
when a Mr. Lisle rode up, and demanded to know by whose au- 
thority he worked there ? *< 1 have cast flags here by times,'* said 
Peter, *< above a hundred years, and no man ever asked me the 
question before.'* << Cast on while you live," replied the gentle- 
mon^ throwing him half-a-crown ; *< I will never forbid you." — 
John, while serving at Titlington, was seized by a party of soldiers, 
whmn his master, in a joke, had sent to take him ; but he defended 
himself so resolutely with the spade, that the poor fellows were 
fjM, to effect their escape. His eye-sight remained unimpaired to 
die last ; so that a few days before he died, while lying in bed, he 
could read a printed paper that was pasted up at some distance 
npOD the wall of his room. He was buried at Warkworth. 

1818 fJuly IS J. — A tremendous fall of rain, called by the country 
people a water-spout, fell upon Davyshield Common, and caused 
the rivulet which passes Otterburn to overflow its banks, carrying 
away potatoes, turnips^ corn, &c. The rise was so rapid that most 
of the inhabitants of the village of Otterburn were compelled to 
quit their houses for safety : the women and children were carried 
wupon the men's shoulders. In a few minutes all was confusion 
iid desolation. Scarcely an inhabitant of the village west of the 
bridge, but was a sufferer more or less. The scene was truly aw- 
iiil-— swine, hay, dunghills covered with poultry, and various uten- 
sils of husbandry, all driven off by the flood. 

July 28. — A new burial-ground which had been added to the 
church-yard at Sunderland, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Oxford* 

VOL. II. Q 



lA. a. 1818. 1 
>,Mn. I 



111 UliTOBICAL 

1816 fJuly 28;.~Died, at the pin-man ufaclory, Durhar 
Catherine Uichardby, aged 102 years. 

Juli/ 30. — The additional cemetery adjoining St. Andrew^ I 
chuKch-yard, in NewcaBtle, waa consecrated by the lord bishop of I 
Oxford, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. f 

Jufy 31. — His imperial highness the grand duke Michael, hn- I 
ther to the emperor of Russia, accompanied by his suite, arrived I 
Bt the Bridge inn, Sunderland. Tliey were soon af^er waited upon J 
by the Rev. Dr. Gray, whom they accompanied to the rectory, T 
where they took refreshment. They afterwards inspected the iroa ( 
bridge, patent ropery, barracks, exchange, &c,, and took an eiccta- J 
(ion up the river Wear In a boat. During the time of the grand | 
duke's visit at Sunderland, a guard of honour was placed at hill 
door. Next morning, his imperial highness and suite lefl Sunder- I 
land for Newcastle. They soon after paid a visit to the Royila 
Jubilfte school, where they were received by the committee ud ^ 
the master, — tlie boys, who had broken up for the harvest holidays ' 
the day before, having beea expressly assembled. Afler staying 
here a short while, the party paid a visit to the low glass-houses and 
Heaton colliery. Next morning lliey left Newcastle for Alnwick 
castle, where they were engaged to dine with the duke of North- 
umberland. On their arrival, his highness was received on the 
Bteps of the principal entrance by their graces the duke and duchess 
of Northumberland, and immediately upon his alighting, the band 
struck up " God save the King," and a salute of 21 guns was fired. 

This month, a large painting (seventeen by seven feet), by Tin- 
toretto, of our Saviour washing the apostles" feet, presented to 
St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, by Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., was 
placed at his expense above the altar-table, the church having 
undergone a thorough repair and cleaning. | 

Auffusl 1. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a piece of I 
ground which was added to the cemetery of Berwick church. 

August 4. — The mayor and corporation of Newcastle, attended 
by the proper officers, waited upon the duke of Northumberland 
(whilst on a visit to Newcastle), and presented to liim the freedom 
of that town, which they had previously voted to him. .A.fter the 
presentation of the freedom, the bells of St. Nicholas' church 
struck up a merry peal, and a salute was fired from the guns on 
the castle. 

August 5. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in WoU'b 
End colliery, by which four men lost their lives. This is the only 
explosion Uiat has been known to have happened at the Davy 
lamp. It occurred as follows : — Two men and two boys were work- 
ing in an explosive mixture. One of the men extinguished big 
Davy in trimming it, and sent one of the boys to the ■■ stationary" 
light, in a safe part of tlie mine, to get it re-lighted. The hoy 
returning with It In haste, fell when near to the man to whom he 
was carrying it, and Iklllng with the lamp upon tlie corner of s 
cast-iron tram-plate, burst a hole in the wire gauze cylinder of the 
lamp, and the explosion instantly took place. The man survived 
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a few faourg, and (old Mr. Buddie the circumstance, who took iq> 
the Davy on the spot where the boy was Lilled, and found il ia 
the itate detcribcd. 



1818 fAugusl 8, 9, lOJ.— The lord bishop of Oxford, as the re- 
presentative of tlic late venerable prelate (Barrington) of the dio- 
cese, consecrated the tlircc new churches and cemeteries for the 
new parishes of Thomeyburn, Greystcad, and Wark, which had 
been erected within the extensive parish and rectory of Simon- 
bum, in Northumberland, which became, od the death of the Rev. 
Dr. Scott," the former incumbent, separated into six distinct rec- 
tories and parishes, viz. — Simonburn, Wark, Beltingham, Thorney- 
bum, Falslone, and Greystead. On the 11th, his lordship also 
consecrated the new cbapel and cemetery at Humshaugh, as a 
chapel of ease and additional cemetery to the parish of Simonburn. 
The above new churches and chapel were built by tlie commis- 
sioners and governors of Greenwich hospital, who are the patrons 
of Simonburn, and of the several above new rectories and parishes- 
After the conclusion of the consecration of Thorneybum church 
and cemetery, his lordship proceeded to Foletone, where he conse- 
crated the ground for the additional cemetery to Falstoiie church- 
yard. 

August. — M. Cottu, liie French judge who tried Sir Robert 
Wilson, and Messrs. Bruce and Hutchinson, for aiding the escape 
of Lavalette, attended on the northern circuit, bcinff sent by the 
French government to observe and report the British mode of ad- 
minigtermg justice, particularly as regarded the rules of evidence 
and reception of proofs. The French judge appeared to be very 
attentive to the proceedings. 

September 24. — About four o'clock in the aflcrnoon, an alarm- 
ing fire broke out in Hexham Abbey, the seat of T, W. Beaumont, 
esq., M. P. for Northumberland. The building was in the form of 
■ JlM DecembM- mh, I81t,pigea8. 
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a quadmngte, the whole of the south and west sides of which, and ' 
part also of the north side, were entirely coosumed. About seven 1 
o'clock, the roofs fell in with a tremendous crash. About eiglit \ 
o'clock, an express arrived in Newcastle, renueatiiig the assistance J 
of the engines belonging to the Newcastle Fire-office, which wer* -j 
consequently dispatched with the greatest expedition. The ea-> 
gines arrived at Hexham between one and two o'clock, when the 'I 
ruins were still in flames, but a plentiful supply of water being at 1 
hand, the engines were Immediately set to work, and soon suiy' 

, ceeded in extinguishing them. The damage was said to be about i 
£10,000, There was little wind at the time, and it fortunately was 
n the south-east, to which providential circumstance was attri- 
buted the preservation of the venerable church, which is close ad- 
joining to the east side of the Abbey. 

1818 fOct. II J. — As Joseph Madelen, a miner, employed in 
South Moor colliery, in the county of Durham, was hewing at s ' 
solid stratum of coal, about six tcct in thickness, and thirteen fa- 
thoms from the surface of the earth, he found a frog enclosed in 
the solid mass, which, immediately on being liberated, began to ' 
exercise the functions of animal life. The recess in the coal n 
which it was found, was exactly fitted to its bodv, and had appa- 
rently no communication whatever with the surface of the block. , 
The animal was exactly the colour of the coal, but on being put 

I fflto a vessel of water, its sooty covering disappeared, and it ap- j 

|> peared speckled like the rest of its species. 

■ October 30. — The workmen of CoUingwood Main colliery, in cut^ | 
ting through part of the lands at Chirton, near North Shields, for 
s water level, came to the remains of a human body, enclosed in 
fiag-stones set upon their edges, about four feet below the surface, 
snd covered over by others of a similar description. Only a skuU 
and two or three mutilated bones were found, which, on being ex- 
posed to the air, crumbled into dust ; the bottom of the inclosure 
contained nothing else, except some while sand. 

This month, died at Hatherwick, in Northumberland, Mrs. Potts, 
in the 104ih year of her age. 

' November J. — His imperial highness the archduke Maximilian, 
cousin to the emperor of Russia, with his suite, on their tour to 
the north, honoured North Shields and Tynemouth with their pre- 
KDce. Accompanied by Nicholas Fairless, esq., and other gentle- 
men, he visited the ancient priory and fortifications of Tynemouth, 
the North Shields Subscription Library, and the various manufac- 
tories, and expressed himself highly gratified, particularly with Mr. 

' ¥linn's improved harpoon guns, whale lances, and other instruraenta 
1 in tlie Greenhind fishery. The same evening, his imperial 

I highness and suite arrived at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle, and 
on the following day visited several of the collieries on the north 

I vide of the Tyne, below the bridge, ottended by William Clark, esq. 
of Benton, and Captain Morgan. They also examined St. Nicholas' 
ehurch, and other objects of curiosity in that town. On the 5tb, 
they left Newcastle for Alnwick castle, on their way to Scotland. 




. 1819.] 



RIMAKKABLK E 



117 

181B (Nov. Id). — On the morning, John and Lancelot Youiif;* 
busband, brothers, and very res|)ectable fanners at Hecldcy Grange, 
near Alnwick, the one aliout 70 years of age and the other 60, left 
their house between the hours of nine and ten o'clock ; when one 
of them went to give instructions to a boy pioughing in the field, 
the other brother approached, and asked, "Are you ready?" 
Being answered in the affirmative, they left the field tt^ether. 
Their long absence froni home created alarm, and servants were 
sent (o search for them, when they were discovered within a few 
yards of each other, each having his throat cut, and a raitor near 
his body. A watch was also found beside one of them, from which 
it was inferred that they had resolved to die at tlie same momenL 
A jury held an inquest, and after several adjournments, returned 
a verdict of Felo de se. The farming stock anil utensils were then 
valued, and the bodies were buried at midnight, in cross roads near 
the church. This not being considered a sufficient compliance with 
the terms of the statute, an order was given by the magistrates to 
the churchwardens, that the sentence of tlie law should be carried 
strictly into execution. The bodies were accordingly taken up, 
and buried again, amidst a great concourse of people, in a highway 
near Hinding-lane, not far from the spot where they committed 
tlie fatal act. 

November 16. — A numerous and respectable meeting of the in- 
habitants of Bishopwearmouth and Sunderland, and their vicinities, 
was holden at the Exchange Buildings, Sunderland, (the Itev. Dr. 
Gray in the chair) to consider of the expediency of eiitablishing an 
Infirmary at Sunderland. January lOth, 18'^2, the foundation 
stone was laid by the right honourable Lord Stewart, now marquis 
of Londonderry. 

Novfimber 28. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, in his 4oih year, 
Georije Wilson Meadley, esq. Mr. Meadley wrote " Memoirt of 
Dr. Patey" 8vo. ; he was also the author of " Mtmoirt of Alger- 
non Sydney" 8vo., &c. &c. His remains were followed to the 
grave by the president of the Sunderland Library (of whidi he 
was one of the founders), and a very large party of the subscribers 
and other gentlemen. 

November. — Died, at Monckton, in the county of Durham, 
Elizabeth Clarke, aged 103 years. 

This month, the entire skeleton of a woman was found in a bog, 
which was draining, on a farn) in the parish of Monk Hesledon, 
near Castle Eden. Tlie brain was in a considerable slate of pre- 
servation. The skeleton was much bent in the middle, as if thrust 
by force into the bog. No appearance of clothes remained. 

TkeenAtT 2. — Being the day appointed for the funeral of lier late 
majesty. Queen Charlotte, the same was observed in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. All business was sus- 
pended, the shops being universally shut. The flag of the castie 
was hoisted half staff high, and the flags of all the ships in the river 
were displ^ed half mast high. Slow muffled jieals were rung upon 
the b«lla of tl)e several churches, at different times during the day, 
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and the great bell of St. Nicholas tolled very slowly from one till 
I two o'clock. At sunset, minute guns were fired from the guns on 
the castle for the spuce of one hour, each gun being followed by a 
I Mlemn toll of the bell of St. Nicholas. The usual service was 
I performed in the churches on the morning. Her majesty died 
f November 17th, at Kew Palace, in the 75th year of her age. 

1819 (Jan. \0J Died, at Throckley, in Northumberland, Mr. 

I jUder Penman, aged upwards of 100 years. 

I > FAruary 7. — Died, in All Saints poor-house, in Newcastle, 
Cjlargaret Purvis, in her 100th year. She was the mother of the 
Wjbmou* muticiajt, William Purvis, better known by the name of 
K^Atd Willie, never having had the use of sight, who is in the same 
■ ^4oor<bouse, and who has travelled the streets of Newcastle, time 
1 out of mind, without a covering upon his heed. Several attempts 
I have been made, by presenting him with a hat, to induce him to 
r irear one, but after having mffered it for a day or two, it is thrown 
L wide, and the minstrel again becomes uncovered, preferring the 
Lixposure of his pate to " the pelting of the pitiless storm. ' A 
vd of the Tyne has declared, tliat should he survive, he will com- 
le a solemn dirge on the death of Blind Willie, as he considers 
a the most worthy and harmless of all the Newcastle eccentrics, 
ind therefore he ought to be placed at the head of them. New- 
^imstle has had another blind minstrel. See Janvary 1th, 1749, 
:, page 189. There is an engraved whole length of Blind 
L Willie, published by John Sykes. 

'.. Fthntary 12 Died, at Hawkhill, Northumberland, David Wat- 

I wn, aged 102 years. 

f Febntary 13. — Died, at Longhorsley, Northumberland, Mrs. 

I Mary White, aged 102 years. 

Februaty 28.— Died, at Lumley, near Chcster-le -Street, Elea- 
nor Turner, aged 100 years. 
March 22. — Jonathan Raine, esq., arrived in the city of Durhami 
¥ fud opened his commission for holding a general gaol delivery ia 
" e four northern counties. March 27th, he arrived in Newcastle, 
opened his commission in the town and county courts. These 
I were the first spring assizes held north of York. 
I - April 12. — George Atcheson, aged 67, was executed in front 
f'OS the new County Courts at Durham, for a rape on the body 
[ of Isabella Ramshaw, a child under ten years of age. From the 
me of his condemnation to the period of his execution, he was 
l^fery penitent, and often expressed a wish that his untimely end 
blight be a warning to others, and deter them from the commission 
ofsuch a crime as an ignorant course of life had led him to. 

April 14. — The execution of Joseph Charlton, aged 24 years, 

for an unnatural crime, took place at Morpeth. He was conducted 

from the gaol to the place of execution in a chaise, when he ascend- 

. cdthe platfonii with great firmness, but very penitent, and after 

■ imending some minutes in prayer, he was launched into eternity. 

r 'After his body had hung the usual time, it was cut down and de- 

" ' his friends. On the arrival of the hesrae with the bodjr 
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ftt Earadent four miles from Tynemouth, it was met by near 1,000 
people, and by the time of its arrival at TynemouUi priory, the txok- 
com-ee had increased to upwards of 2,000, yet great order was pre- 
served. It was half-past eight o'clock at night when the proc»- 
eion reached the grave, ia which it was deposited, with decent »>- 
lemriity, by candle light. 

1819 (April \h.j — An elegant masked hall and supper took 
place at llie Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle. From the prepara- 
tions made by the committee, the entertainment was supposed 
never to have been surpassed in any provincial town. The cos* 
tumes were superb, and ihe characters were supported with great 
judgment and spirit. 

April 2t. — Died, at his house, at Chimney-mills, on the Lcazec, 
near Newcastle, Mr. John AlitcheJl, editor and printer of the Tyne 
Mercury, aged 47 years. April 27th, his remains were interred at 
the foot of the garden of his residence. The procession was con- 
ducted in the usual manner, and a numerous assemblage of friendi 
attended the body to the grave. Before the principal part of ths 
funeral service, which was read in a most impressive manner, 
from the reformed liturgy of Dr. Liadsey, by the Rev. William 
Turner, of Hanover tjquare chapel, that gentleman delivered tbta 
following explanatory address : — ■' Friends and Fdlojo C'/iritltam, 
— We are here assembled to discharge the last offices to the me- 
mory of our departed friend. If any should enquire into the re»- 
sons why we ore called upon to do it in this place, rather than 
according to the customary mode of the country in which we live, 
I am desired by the family to state, that our friend always eKpreai- 
ed the strongest reluctance to disturb the living with the remains 
of the dead, by crowding with them our churches and church- 
yards, and the most populous parts of our towns ; and that he wtti 
often shocked at the little respect paid to those very remains, wheo 
he saw them lying promiscuously around the newly-opened graven; 
and as it appears from several remarkable passages that the scrip- 
tures authorize family burial places, and that particularly in gul- 
dens, he was anxious to imitate this primitive custom ; himself 
made this express preparation for it,* and earnestly charged hli- 
family to comply witli this his last request. However, therefore, we 
may, any of us, regret this departure from ordinary custom, or be 
led to (juestion, in other respects, its prudence or propriety, I 
persuade myself these reasons will sufficiently acquit him of having 
directed it through any disregard to religion, or disrespect to the 
institutions of his country — (1 know that he firmly believed the 
religion of Jesus Christ, and thought its dictates, precepts, and pro- 
mises, the most valuable gifl of God to man. however imperfectiy he 
might himself observe them — and which of us but observes them 
very imperfectiy !) — especially when J add, that it was his desire ttiat 
his interment might be accompanied by some religious service. 
This it has fallen to my lot to conduct, and I have endeavoured 

■ Ha hill planted h spot <if f^nund with laburnums, lilscs, and other tree*, 
" '^ of which ha desired bii renuins might be d^pioiiteil. 
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make it as conformable as I consistently could with the form o^ 
pointed by our established church. Agreeably lo that form, we 
will now proceed to commit the remains of our friend to the silent 
abode which he haa chosen for himself." Mr. Evelyn in his " Sylva" 
has very justly observed, " That there is no place more fit to bury 
our dead in than groves and gardens, where our beds tnay be 
decked and carpeted with verdant and fragrnnt tlowers, trees, and 
perennial plants, the most natural and instructive hieroglyphics of 
our resurrection and immortality." 

1819 (April 21.) — The foundation stone of a bridge over the 
river Wear, near Lambton-hall, built by J . G. Lambton, esq., 
M. P. (now Lord Durham), was laid on the south side of the river. 
It was completed September 27lh the same year. The bridge, a 
eimple elegant design by Bonomi, consists of a single arch, of 
which the span is 82 feet 6 inches. 

May 25. — Died, at Nesham, near Darlington, Frances Water, 
s pauper, in her 101st year. 

May 29 — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Elizabeth Grey, 
104 years. 

June 4. — Died, John Bailey, esq., of Chillingham, Northumbe^ 
land, aged 6ti years. He was the son of Mr. William Uailey, of 
Blades Field, near Bowes, in the county of York. Mr. Bailey 
■hewed a taste for drawing very early in life, and was patronized 
and assisted in his pursuits, both in drawing and in mathematical 
studies by the late George Dixon, of Cockfield, who was his uncle 
by marriage. He was employed when a young man by Mr. Dixon 
as tutor 10 his children, during which time he employed himself in 
his leisure hours in drawing and engraving many pieces which bear 
his name. Uc never followed engraving as a sole occupation. Mr. 
Dixon Was a very ingenious man — a good mathematician, a minera- 
logist, a painter, an engraver, a great experimentalist in chemistry, 
hydraulics, and pneumatics, and also an excellent land-surveyor, 
and most beauiifui planner. No doubt Mr. Bailey profitted largely 
in his scientific knowledge by living under the roof of his relation. 
Mr. Bailey, af^er attending to the education of his cousins, prac- 
ticed land-surveying, and for a short time was mathematical teacher 
under the Rev.' John Farrer, at Wittoii-ie-Wear. He theie mar- 
ried the daughter of Nicholas Greenwell, esq. and shortly afterwards 
became Lord Tankerville's land-agent at Chillingham, which he 
continued to the time of his death. He at the same time did a 
great deal of business as a general land-agent and surveyor, and 
few men have greater claims to the gratitude of posterity for the 
many lasting improvements in rural economy planned end executed 
by him. Mr. Bailey engraved several of the plates of Hutchinson's 
topographical works ; he was also the author of an " Essay on the 
Contlruclionof the Phugli," 8vo., and joint writer with Mr. Cull ey 
of the Northumberland Report, drawn up for the Board of Agri- 
culture. See May 7lh, 1H13, page T2. 

June 1 — Died, at Allenheada, Northumberland, Mr. Peter 
Green, aged 100 years. 
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1819 fJmmeJ^-^Thls month, as the sexton was digging a grave 
in the burial ground within Tynemouth castle, his spade struck 
against a atone coffin, which, on being examined, was found to con- 
lain a perfect skeleton, the bones of which were covered with 
leather, curiously cut and ornamented. On looking further, ano- 
ther coffin of the same description was found, which also contained 
a skeleton, but without the head. The bones of this latter were 
defended and adorned with leather in the same manner as the 
other. The leather was sewed tight round the bones, and it was 
therefore evident that the bodies had been anatomised before in- 
terment. 

July 18« — ^Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Ferguson, widow, 
aged 105 years. 

July 19. — A terrible accident occurred at Sheriff-hill colliery, 
near Gateshead. After the hewers had led work, an explosion of 
fire-damp took place, which unfortunately proved fatal to two men 
and thirty-three boys who happened to be m that part of the mine. 
This event occurred only half-an-hour before the pit was to have 
finished its day's work, otherwise the loss would, in all probability, 
have been more extensive. Upwards of twenty men and boys 
were in other parts of the mine when the accident happened ; but 
fortunately escaped, a few only being slightly injured by the con- 
cussion and afler-damp. 

Aujl^usi 14.^About five o'clock in the aflemoon, his royal high- 
ness Prince Leopold, accompanied by Baron Hardenbroke, Sir 
Robert Gardiner, and Dr. Stockmar, arrived at the Queen's Head 
inn, in Newcastle. A considerable concourse of people assembled 
in firont of the inn, and his highness repeatedly gratified their 
curiosity by exhibiting himself at the windows. In the course of 
the evening he visited the Northumberland glass-house, and saw 
the process of glass making ; he also visited the Assembly Rooms, 
with which he expressed himself much gratified. On the following 
morning (Sunday), his royal highness went to the house of William 
Loraine, esq., near St. Nicholas* church, where he condescendingly 
shewed himself at one of the windows to an immense number of 
persons assembled in front of the house. It being assize Sunday, 
as soon as the procession of the judges and corporate body had 
passed, and they had taken their seats in the church, his highness, 
accompanied by Sir William Scott, (now Lord Stowell, who was 
then on a visit to his relation, Joseph Forster, esq., mayor), and 
fi^Uowed by his suite, proceeded to St. Nicholas' church, which he 
entered just before service commenced, and was conducted by Sir 
William Scott to the corporation seat. Tlie church was crowded 
to excess, in expectation of his attendance ; and as he passed along 
the aisle, both in going and coming out of church, he repeatedly 
bowed to the company on each side. After service his royal high- 
ness proceeded to view the Guild-hall, from whence he went to 
the Mansion-house, and on his way was saluted by the^uns on tlic 
castle. On his arrival at the Mansion-house, he was received in 
form by the corporate body in their robes, and conducted into the 
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interior, where his highnesa partook of a collation. His highneu 
toon stier returned to the Queen's Head inn, and about half-past 
two o'clock lefl KewcQEtle for Alnwick castle to dine with his grace 
the iluke of Northumberland, His roj'al higness arrived at Ber- 
wick, on Monday evening, about seven o'clock ; his approach to 
that town was announced by a royal Balute from the cannon on 
the fortifications, and his entrance greeted by the ringing of bella. 
During his short stay in Berwick, he was waited upon by the mayor 
and magistrates, when the former presented him with tl)e freedom 
of the borough. His royal highness seemed much pleased with his 
reception. Prince Leopold was the widowed husband of the uni- 
versally lamented Princess Charlotte. He is now king of Bel- 

1819 (Aug. 16^. — John King, for the wilful murder of James 
Hamilton, in the cabin of Ncwbottle colliery staith, during the 
night of Sunday, the 16th of the preceding May, was executed 
pursuant to his sentence, at the New Drop, m front of the courtSt 
in the city of Durham. 

Seplember 7 — The first stone of a Presbyterian chapel waa 
laid at Thirston, near Felton, by Alexander Davison, esq., of Swar- 
land, on a piece of ground generously granted by that gentleman, 
who also liberally subscribed £40. to aid in the erection of the said 
chapel. On this occasion, the Rev, George Atkin, of Morpetbf 
prayed, and an address was delivered by the Rev. Alexander Hoy. 

September's. — On the morning, a fire broke out in the dwell* 
ing house of Mr. Young, of Westoc, near South Shields, which in 
a short time destroyed the whole fabric. 

This month, in digging to make gaa tanks, at the Low Lights, 
near North Shields in a place called the Salt Marsh, in Pow 
Dean, at the depth of twelve feet six inches from the surface, the 
workmen came to a framing of large oak beams, black as ebony, 
pinned together with wooden pins or tree-nails ; the whole resem- 
bling a wharf or pier, whither ships drawing nine or ten feet water 
had come. Muscle-shells lay under an artificial spread or coating 
of fine clay, as in the bed of a river. Julius Agricoia, about the 
83d year of the Christian era, had his fleet in the river Tyne ; but 
tradition says he moored them in the brook Don, near where Jar- 
row church now stands ; he may have also moored some of them 
in this place (opposite to the Roman station, near South Shields), 
as it has been a secure estuary at the mouth of the Pow Bum, 
guarded Irom the sea hy a peninsula of clay and sandy land, now 
called the Prior's Point, whereon Clifford's Fort was huilt in 1673. 
Large oak beams were also found, hollowed out as if to convey 
water. Had there been any scoria, or calcined stones, conjecture 
might have pointed to salt-works having been here ; but, on the 
contrary, few stones were found, only sandy black mud, twelve or 
thirteen feet deep, and oue freestone, squared out in the middle 
to hold the foot of a wooden pillar ; hammer marks were visible in 
the sides of the square hole. On the side of the peninsula above 
raferred to, next to the estuary, salt pans were working in the time 
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of tlie Priory, at Tynemouth ; probably as early as the 3rear 8(Xh 
and 80 to the disaoiution in 1599 ; and according to local histarj 
and other records, the Pow Pans were making sut in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth ; and in 1634, the corporation of the Trinity-house, 
Kewcastle, bought land near Tolland's, Deiaval's, and Selby's pans, 
to erect their Low Light upon. The Danes oflen moored fleets in 
the riyer T3me, in their pillaging and murderous excursions in the 
8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th centuries. The peninsula called Priors' 
Point, nypears to have had a fort erected upon it previous to build- 
ing Clifford's Fort. See Octobery 181 1, page 64. 

1819 f Odober 9 J. — A dreadful accident happened from the ex- 
plosion of inflammal>le gas, in the George Pit, near Lumley. The 
eas ignited at the candle of a hewer named Gee, who had woriced 
into a board, where, owing it was supposed, to a fall of the roof, a 

Siantity of gas had accumulated from a blower. By this accident 
even men and boys were killed on the spot. Gee and another 
boy died on the foUowing day of the injury they sustained, and 
many others were severely hurt. 

October 1 1. — A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, and 
neighbourhood, to deliberate on the outrage at Manchester, was 
held on the town-moor, near Newcastle, and was most numerously 
attended. In the early part of the forenoon, the reform societies 
of Benwell and Fawdon arrived in town, and proceeded to join the 
Newcastle society assembling in the Castle Garth. At half-past 
eleven, the reform societies df Winlaton, Gateshead, North and 
South Shields, Sunderland, and the eastern part of the Newcastle 
district, passed through the town. When this immensely long line 
arrived at the head of Northumberland-street, it halted until the 
party which had assembled in the Castle-garth, and which did not 
leave its station till twelve o'clock, passed by it, and took its place 
at the head of the procession, which then moved to the moor. The 
whole was preceded by the hustings, which consisted of a covered 

glatfrom raised upon the frame and wheels of a waggon, and drawn 
y three horses, decorated with red ribbons ; the hustings were 
hung round with black cloth, and on the front were inscribed the 
words, in black letters on a white ground, << truth f order ! 
JUSTICE f" Several of the reform societies which formed the 
procession, were preceded by a person bearing a Roman fascesy and 
by a band of music which played at intervals. Next the band 
walked the committee, each member of which was distinguished 
by a white rod, at the top of which was a small knot of crape tied 
with white ; after these came the classes into which the societies were 
divided ; each being headed by the class leader, bearing at the end 
of a short black rod a small painted board, on which the number 
of the class and the initial letter of the society were painted. Each 
society was also attended with several flags, and at the head of the 
whole was borne an union jack, hoisted half staff high, in token of 
mourning ; many of the committees wore white hats with black 
hat-bancU, and many were in black. The classes walked four 
alyreast, holding each others* hands. The Shields reformers were 
accompanied by i^out three hundred aailon. Several parties of 
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fdnale refonners were seen in the procession. On the most mty- 
derale computation, there could not be fewer titan twenty or thirty 
thousand in rank, while some were of opinion the number was 
much greater. It was, however, afterwards ascertained by actual 
admeasurement, that the space occupied by the compact body of 
the meeting would hold 76,000 persons, at the rate of four to a 
square yard : but when the thousands of scattered spectators are 
included, and the close manner m which the great body stood, 
the whole may he safely stated at 100,000. The announcemeDt 
of this meeting (by hand bill), intended at first to be held on the 
parade ground, excited a great deal of attention and curiosity, and 
many idle reports of apprehended tumult were in previous circula- 
tion, but the result proved what little cause there was for these, 
fur never was there a meeting conducted with greater order and 
decorum, or one which passed off more peaceably. 

1B19 (Oct, 14^. — A serious disturbance took place at North 
Shields. 'I'he mayor of Newcastle (Archibald Reed, esi|.) had 
proceeded down the river with the civil power, aided by the boats 
of his majesty's ships, witli a view of opening the navigation of the 
river, (which had been interrupted for some time by the riotous 
proceedings of the keelmen), and had gone on shore at North 
Shields. After the mayor, and the other gentlemen who accom- 
panied him, had retired to the Northumberland Arms inn, the 
mob made an attack, with paving-stones and other missiles, upon 
tlie Speedwell steam-packet, by which several of the peace officers 
and the coxswam of the packet, were severely hurt ; the mariacs 
then fired in protection of themselves and those in the steam-boat, 
when unfortunately one man, named Joseph Claxton, was shot 
upon the New Quay ; this eo exasperated the mob, that they 
turned their fiiry upon the inn, with threats of vengeance against 
the mayor, and exclaiming that they would have blood for blood, 
by the application of some iron pipes, they soon demolished the 
^rdoors and windows of the inn, and liberated a man who bad been 
dtea into custody, when in the act of throwing stones. By the 
jprited exertions of Mr. Donkin, the high constable of the district, 
who fortunately arrived at the door in a chaise at the very time, 
VHbey were held some time in check, and time was thus atforded 
f TUr. Mayor and the gentlemen to escape by the back part of the 
Blinn. From the fury with which they were actuated, there was 
\ i too much reason to tear that they would have carried their threats 
I linto execution ; and so eager were they to attain their object, that 
L'ltbey searched almost every part of the house. Their design was, 
l.however, frustrated. They also sought to wreak their vengeance 
on the officers In the steam-boat, but these had fortunately escaped 
over in boats to the south side of the river. The moh continued 
in the streets In the most tumultuous state till a late hour, but the 
arrival of a party of the 6th dragoon guards from the barracks at 
Newcastle, somewhat quieted the fears of the inhabitants. Tlie 
lawn continued agitated for severaJ days. The jury, after having 
sat five days on the body of the unfortunate man, returned a ver> 
diet of juttifiable komieide. 
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1819 (Nov. 2^.— Died, at Tynemouth, Mr. Robert Mills, aged 
101 years. 

November 5. — ^Died, at Throckley, Mr. John White, aged 105 
years. 

December 1. — ^Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Stephenson, 
butcher, aged 102 years. 

December 9. — Died, at his house, in the Pudding-chare, New- 
castle, Mr. George Gray, an eminent fruit-painter, in the 61st year 
of his age. Mr. Gray, who was of very eccentric habits, was well 
skilled in chemistry and botany. His fruit pieces, when offered for 
sale, generally bring good prices. He was the son of Mr. Gilbert 
Gray, whose death is mentioned at page 371, vol. i. A portrait of 
Mr. George Gray was painted by Mr. Parker, and also etched by 
that artist. 

December 12. — Died, in Pipewellgate, Gateshead, Mr. John 
Anderson, aged 103 years. 

December 22. — ^Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Catharine Clark, aged 
107 years. 

December 26. — Mr. Joseph Price, of Gateshead, glass-manufac- 
turer, presented to the inhabitants of that parish, a valuable and 
elegant window of stained glass, for the south transept of St. Mary's 
church ; in the centre is a representation of the annunciation of the 
virgin to whom the church is dedicated, below which is a reference 
to St. Luke, chap. i. verses 28 and 38, and the following inscrip- 
tion : — << Presented to the inhabitants of St. Mary, Gateshead, by 
Joseph Price, 1819.*' On each side of this the principal compart- 
ment, are also arched divisions of coloured glass, into which are in- 
troduced the arms of the borough of Gateshead, and the goat's 
head in a shield, with a crest taken from an old chair in the 
vestry, bearing date 1666, with the initials of Uie churchwardens of 
that year. See voL t. page 1 13. On a line crossing the window, and 
dividing the above from the lower compartments, which are com- 
posed of variegated stained glass, are twelve coats of arms in the 
following order, viz.: — of the present rector (Rev. John Collinson)» 
of the Rev. Henry Phillpotts (now bishop of Exeter^, and Dr. Pros- 
ser, late rectors ; of Adam Askew, esq., Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M.P.; 
the bishop of Durham (Harrington) ; the earls of Darlington and 
Strathmore ; Sir Thomas Liddell bart., (now Lord Ravensworth A 
Sir Thomas Clavering bart. ; John George Lambton, esq., M. r« 
(now Lord Durham) ; and Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., M. P. 
The brilliancy of the colouring, and the good arrangement of the 
drapery, is highly ornamental, and reflects ereat credit on the 
manufactory of the donor. At a meeting of we inhabitants, held 
in the vestry on the above day, (the Rev. John Collinson, rector, 
in the chair) the thanks of the parish was unanimously voted to 
Mr. Price, for his very liberal donation. 

December 26. — Died, at Chilton, Durham, Robert Roan, labourer, 
aged 105 years. 

This month the. Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer corps 
of cavalry was formed, undor die command of Charles John 
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Brandling, esq., of Gosfortli House ; and a troop of dismounted | 
jeomanry (tlic measure having been sanctioned by liiti majesty^ I 
government), to be Joined to, and to act with tlie cavalry, was raised J 
in Newcastle. ■ 

1819. —This year, North Gosforth Chapel, near Newcastle, which 
was rebuilt about the year 1798, was considerably enlarged. 

1820 (Jan, \}, — The first number of a newspaper entitled 
" The Durham Chronicle, or General Norihem Advertiser," wai 

fubJished in the city of Durham, by Mr. John Ambrose Willismft j 
t is at present published by Mr. John Hardinge Veitch. ■ 

January 3, — Died, at Wall's End, Mrs. Kenlish, aged 105 yeargi J 
Bhe retained all her faculties till within a few days of her death. 

January 6. — About eight o'clock in the evening, a dreadful ex- 
plosion of gae, by which several persons were seriously injured and 
fln infant killed, took place in Forth-streel, Newcastle. During the 
greater part of that day, the family of Mr. Benjamin Slater, is 
front of whose house, in that street, one of the main gas pipes pass- 
ed, but without having any communication with the house, had 
been greatly annoyed with the smell of gas, which was escaping 
firom the pipe into the house. Information of this circumstance 
*as communicated to the proper persons, at the gas-works, who j 
promised to remedy the inconvenience next day, not conceiving I 
•ny imniediate danger. In the evening, however, as Mrs. Slater 4 
was sitting in the parlour conversing with a friend, she sent her ' 
daughter with a candle to the closet, when a most violent explosion 
of gas took place, by which the upper part of this house, and the 
whole of the back part of the one adjoining, were blown out and 
destroyed, and the houses otherwise much injured. Mrs. Slater's 
daughter was scorched most shockingly over all her body, and a 
voung child was forced from Mrs. Slater's arms into the fire-place. 
Mrs. Slater was also much hurt. Mrs. Fletcher, her friend, escaped 
unhurt. But more serious injury was sustained in the adjoining 
house, occupied by Mr. John Slater, who was that evening enler- 
. taining a party of friends. The part of the house where they were 
Pitting was quite demolished, and they were so crushed among the 
ruins, that it was some time before they were extricated. Mrs. 
I John Slater had both her ancles put out, Mrs. Debnum had also 
t (both her ancles put out, and her arm broken ; and had the further 
' misfortune of having her child, a baby of about five weeks old, 
which she was holding in her arms, unfortunately killed. Mr. 
I Debnum also received some injury, as did Mr. John Slater, and 
I aome otliers. From the violence of the explosion, some tables and 
i '^airs were thrown across the street, and a window being blown 
L ^uite out, was thrown to a great distance. Some persons passing 
I 'Were also hurt by the falling bricks, Stc. At the assizes held in 
Newcastle in August, 1821, Mr. Debnum brought an action against 
"ihe gas company, and obtained £460 damages. 

January 12. — About hall-past nine o'clock at night an alarming 
I lire broke out in the house occupied by Mrs. Lynn, in New Cross- 
I meet, Sunderland. The Bsmes burst out with great violence, and 
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apprcbensiona were entertained for the safety of the neighbouring 
houaei, but by the speedy arrival of the engines, and the prai»e> 
worthy exertions of the inhabitants in supplying them with wal«r, 
the fire wa» confined to the back part of the premisea in which it 
commenced, and which it completely destroyed. It is melancholy 
to add, that Mrs. Lynn was herself unfortunately burnt to death. 

1820 (FA. 3^. — ITie accession of his majesty George the 
Fourth to the throne of tliese realms was proclaimed in Newcastle. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, Archibald Iteed, esq., mayor, 
several of the aldermen, and other members of the corporation, at- 
tended by the general of the district. Sir Andrew Bernard, and 
other militarj' officers, after having drunk the health of his ma- 
jesty, in the Guildhall, appeared on the Sandhill in front of tliat 
building, and there, in the presence of an immense assemblage of 
people, after a flourish of trumpets, the proclamation was read by 
Mr. James Sopwith, town -marshal. The reading of it was received 
with cheers, and immediately after a royal salute was fired from 
the guns on the castte. The procession then moved forward, pre- 
ceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, mounted, playing 
" God save lie King ;" these were followed by a party of tree- 
porters bearing halberds, the nergeants at mace, town-marshal, &c., 
ftccompanied with a flag, on which was represented the arms of the 
town. Next came the sword and mace bearers, who were followed 
by the mayor, supported on his right by Sir Andrew Bernard, and 
on his left by another officer. His worship was followed by the 
recorder, aldermen, sheriff, together with many officers and several 
members of the common council and other gentlemen ; the whole 
was closed by two troops of the 6th dragoon guards. When tlic 
procession arrived opposite to St. Nicholas' church it halted, and 
the proclamation was again read. The procession again moved for- 
ward up the Middle-street to the White Cross, and along Low 
Friar-street, and Wcstgatc -street, to the castle, at both of which 
places the proclamation was again read. From the castle the pro- 
cession returned by tlie head of the Side and Mosley-street, to the 
Guildhall. During the day the bells o{ the churches rang several 

Febrvary 5. — The king was proclaimed at Alnwick. The high 
sheriff, William Orde, of Nunnykirk, esq., ai-rived a little before 
one o'clock at the .Swan inn, (where several gentlemen had assem- 
bled to attend him} and proceeded immediately to the Market- 
cross, preceded by a band of music, the under sheriff and bailiffs 
with white wands. He was accompanied by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, and several of the magiatrales and country gentle- 
men ; the sUff of the county militia also attended. After the pro- 
clamation was read, during which the people were uncovered, the 
populace joined the gentry in cheering, and his majesty's liealtli 
was drunk amidst shouts of approbation, while the band played 
" Gad lave the King." The duke of Northumberland had order- 
ed several barrels of ale and carts with bread and cheese, to be in 
tbe Market-place ; the proviBioos and liquor were distributed lo 
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the people) while a double royal salute was fired from the field- 
pieces at the castle, and the flag hoisted. The procession then re- ' 
turned to the Swan inn, and from thence accompanied his grace to i 
his princely mansion, where a very handsome collation was served 
for such gentlemen as called. Upwards of 300 of his grace's per- 
I manent workmen, and the children of their grace's schools, with 
\ the militia statT, being together above 500 persons, had bread and 
[ cheese, and ale served out to them in the inner court of this ancient 
^.pile, where the duke and duehesB set them the example of drink- 
I ing his majesty's health, in which they all heartily joined. The 
high sheriff, as well as the duke, broke their glasses af\er drinking 
the king's health, according to the good old custom on such occa> 
dons, to prevent thett ever being used again on a less important 
event. Proclamations were made at all the other towns, 

1820 (Feb. 16;.— The day of interment of the remains of hii 
most gracious majesty George III. was observed in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. At eight o'clock the 
flag on the castle was hoisted half-staff high, and continued so 
until the evening ; the flags of the several ships in the harbour 
L vere also displayed half-mast high ; the bells in the different 
-churches were muffled, and rung mourning peals during- the 
day. At the usual time on the morning there was service in the 
wveral churches and chapels, and appropriate sermons preached ; 
>the churches were hung with black. The soldiers, composing the 
garrison, consisting of some troops of the 6th dragoon guards, and 
parties of royal artillery, and of the 33d and 40tli foot, marched 
through the town to St. Nicholas' church in slow and solemn step, 
the band playing a very mournful air; this had a most impressive 
«flect. The mstruments of the band were hung with crape. The 
Newcastle lodge of free masons also attended divine service in St. 
Nicholas' church, but without their insignia. The soldiers return- 
■ed from church without music. From one o'clock till two, minute 
stms were fired from the guns on the castle, and between each gun 
me great bell of St. Nicholas gave a solemn toll. Tliis was repeated 
^ 'between four and five o'clock in the evening. The shops were all 
■hut during the day, and business generally suspended. Tlie day 
was observed in a similarly mournful manner at all the neighbour- 
ing towns and many of the villages. George III. died January 
89th, 1820, in the 82d year of his age. and his son George IV. was 
proclaimed in London on the 31st of January. 

March 11.— Died, at Salutation, near Darlington, Mr. Benja- 
min Gamett, in his 105th year. He never experienced one day's 
illnesB, and walked about till a few hours before his death, and had 
the use of his faculties to the last. 

March 24. — This being the day appointed for the Northumber- 

■Isnd and Newcastle cavalry, commanded by Ireutenant'Colonel 

[ 'brandling, to receive tlicir colours, the corps, which was then on 

■ permanent duty, preceded by the band of the 6lli dragoon guards, 

■narched to the town-moor, and being formed on three sides of a 

I taquaie, {ronling the Grand Stand, Mrs. Brandling, supported by 
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Bin. Bdl and Mrs. Brown, in their joint names presented the 
standards intended for the three squadrons, observing, *< that 
when they requested the corps to allow them the high honour of 
presenting them with their standards, they felt the fullest convic- 
tion, that they entrusted them to those, who, in every situation, 
would defend them like Englishmen;** to which the colonel re- 
plied in a speech fraught with loyalty. The standards were then 
delivered to the troops, whose loud cheers, accompanied by a sa- 
lute fired by the royil artillenr, had a grand and impressive effect. 

1820. — bk the early part of this year, C. W. Bigge, Esq., of Lin- 
den House, munificently contributed to the comfort, convenience* 
and elegance of Longhorsley church, by building a new vestnr, re- 
pairing the chancel, and enlarging the arch between the churdi 
and chancel, which before was so contracted as literally to divide 
them into two separate apartments ; he also made an elegant altar- 
table and rails, nrom a part of an immense oak tree, dug out of a 
moss in his estate, where it must have lain for an unknown series 
of ages. 

.^mi 28. — Died, at Lansley, in Kent, her grace the duchess 
dowaeer of Northumberlana, m her 67th year. May 10th, her 
grace s remains were interred in the same vault in St. Nicholas* 
chapel, in Westminster Abbey, in which those of the late duke 
were deposited. There were upwards of 100 private carriages in 
the procession, besides mourning coaches. The funeral service was 
perrormed in a most solemn manner by Dr. Fynnes. 

Jiprii 28«— An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by which 
unfintunate event two persons lost their lives. 

Mc^ 4h — Died, at Heathery Bum, near Hexham, Mrs« Margaret 
Lee, aged 107 years. 

Mojf 5w— The first stone of a new chapel in the Wesleyan Me- 
thodist connection, was laid in Northumberland-street, Newcastle. 
The Rev. Edmund Grindrod delivered a short address to a respec- 
table audience. He stated, that the first stone of the contiguous 
chapel (Orphan House), for which this was intended as an enlarged 
substitute, was laid by the Rev. John Wesley, on the 20th of De- 
cember, 1742, fsee vol. t. page 167,^ and that for many years past 
it had been much too small to accommodate the stated hearers. 
Friday, February 23d, 1821, this elegant chapel was first opened 
for divine worsnip, when eloquent and powerful sermons were 
preached by the Rev. Messrs. Newton, Atherton, and Wood, to 
crowded audiences. Very neat houses were soon afler built on 
each side of the opening which leads from Northumberland-street 
to the chapel, and which is called Brunswick-place. 

May 17. — A thunder storm passed over Newcastle ; a concus- 
sion took place directly over the centre of the town about one 
o'clock, and instantly a mass of fire fell with a stunning report, as 
though a bomb had burst near the ear. The lightning struck the 
chimney of a house at the foot of the Side, which it scattered 
partly into the street and partly through tlie roof, providentially 
without injuring any person. The lightning also struck the spindle 
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nisst'head of a sloop, near White-hill point, on the river 

Tyne, shivered the mast from end to end, burnt one of the sails to 

I tinder in an instant, und raised the deck from the beams four or 

I 'five inches. A hole was made in tlic mast, as if an IS pounder 

Viliad gone into it. 

T lS:iO /-A/aj/ 26) — Died in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, 
i Thomas fliatfin, oged 77years. When aboy, and in St. John's chariw 
P^^chool, he was supposed to have died. His school-fellows, accord- 
tog to the then custom, attended to sing at his funeral. On enler- 
Iffilg the church porch their voices reverberated so shrilly, as to 
1' vouse him from his lethargy, and he turned on his side (o listen. 
I^The underbcarers, who were just setting the coffin upon the bier, 
ftlt the motion, and in a fright informed ihe clergyman, who or- 
Idered tlie lid to be unscrewed. On perceiving that life had relurrt- 
C ed, he was immediately taken home to his aunt's house in Low 
T Friar-street, where he was wrapped in a blanket, and having drank a 
I Iittleol'some invigorating cordial, was put to bed, and soon recovered. 
I He afterwards became a keelman, and being in his old age, turned 
I out of the kcelmen's hospital for irregular conduct, he became an 
Mnmatc of All Saints' poor-houset where he died as above s(aCed| 
[■■nd was interred at All Saints' church by the llev. Robert Green, 
m the 28th of May. 1820. 
June 20. — Died, at Slaley, in Northumberland, Mrs. Mary Can-, 
I Cged 100 years. 

I June 22. — The foundation of a new bridge at Chester-le-street 
[ was laid in the presence ol' a great number of the inhabitants. On 
1 taking down part of the old bridge, un old cupper coin, supposed 
I to be of James I., was found amongst the rubbish. February 22d, 
1821, this bridge was opened for public carriages, when three 
I guineas given by Earl Grey were drunk on the bridge. The in- 
scription of " Grey's Arch, November 17th, 1820," was cut on the 
I Btone over the arch, being the d.iy his lordship was drawn through 
(he town by the inhabitants, as he was relurniny; from London 
I tiom the defence of her Majesty Queen Caroline. 
1 ' June. — This month, the workmen digging in the streets at North 
I Shields, lo lay gas pipes in a place there called the Bull King, 
' came to a large flat square stone, in which, on being turned over, 
were found, greatly corroded, the iron bolt and ring to which bulls 
had been made l^st, when baited there in old times. At certain 
festivals, in the days of Tynemouth Priory, the rude sport of bull- 
bailing was common at Shields ; but after the reformation, and 
L kubsequcnt civil wars, the practice in the north greatly declined, 
[ and is now, with the exception of two or three recent instances, 
([which, it is to be hoped, will never be repeated,) totally abolished. 
Juti/ 8, — The bill for lighting, cleansing, and improving the town 
' ot Stockton upon Tecs, received the royal assent. November 15th, 
, 1822, the town was first lighted with gas, on which occasion there 
a public dinner, J. Wilkinson, esq. in the chair, when manf 
I loyal and appropriate toasts were drunk, and the bells were rung 
I ^uing the lighting of the lamps. 
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1820 ^•/•flv 19^. — The chain bridge across the river Tweed, 
near Fucton Ford, about six miles above Berwick, was opened to 
the public. Captain S. Brown, R. N., the inventor, in his tandem, 
first, followed by twelve double-horse carts, laden with stones, and 
Mr. Molle, of MoUe Mains, in his carriage, passed and returned 
along the bridge. The stability of the structure being tried, the 
right hon. the earl of Home, and the commissioners of the high roads, 
preceded by the bands of the Berwickshire and Northumberland 
tnOtria.^ daying ^ God save ike King,'^ then passed along jt. The 
earl of Home and a numerous party of gentlemen sat down to a 
most excellent dimier, prepared in a tent, by Mr. Paulin, of Horn- 
dean, and the day was spent in the utmost harmony. Several 
thousands of people were present at the opening. The suspen- 
sion arch is forty-five feet, and is sufficient to allow two carts to 
pass, and a foot-path on each side. The extreme length of the 
suspending chains from the point of junction, on each side of the 
river Tweed, is 590 feet; from the stone abutments, 432 feet; 
and the height above the surface of the river is 27 feet. The 
weMit of the chains, platform, &c. is about 160 tons; but the 
bri^e is calculated to support a weight of 360 tons, — a greater 
wewht, in all probability, than it will ever be subjected to. This 
cunous and elegant structure only cost £5,000., whereas a stone 
bridge in the same situation could not have been erected for 
£20,000. It is called the Union Bridge, and was commenced 
building on the 19th of July, 1819. 

Jufy 27. — Died, at Darlington, Jane Rutherford, aged 100 years. 

SqUember 9. — Died, at Great Aycliffe, Durham, Ann Simpson, 
aged 101 years. 

September 26. — Died, at Hepple, near Rothbury, Mrs. Jane Hall, 
aged 101 years. 

October 19. — The town of North Shields was first lighted with 
gM. 

October Sl^As Arthur Marlham, of Greatham, was shrimping 
on the sand islands, in the river Tees, he was overtaken by the 
tide in the dusk of the evening. He did not see his danger till 
he was nearly surrounded by the water, and knowing there was no 
possibility of escape, he began to consider how he could longest 
preserve himself from being carried away by the tide. A sand- 
bank of a few yards was all the uncovered space left him : he 
selected the highest spot, on which he placed his leap (a wicker 
basket carried on the shoulder in shrimping), and fixing his shrimp- 
ing-pole, with the net downwards, to give the pole as sure a pur- 
chase as he could, he mounted his basket, and held by the pole. 
The tide soon covered his feet, and gradually flowed as high as his 
middle. Ailer three hours, he thought he saw the waters fall ; 
but in a few minutes a breeze sprung up, and the tide flowed again 
nz or seven inches. The tide, however, was falling, and he re- 
mained on his sand-bank till he was relieved by the fishing boats 
in the morning. His situation in the river was two miles from the 
Darham coast, and three firom Yorkshire, in the midst of the Tees 
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eaiuar)-, with the wide ocenn full ia front at the river mouth. He 
I aud it was an awful Bight lo look over lite Koters ; but his presence 
[ fNTmind and his trust m Providence never forsook him. 

) (Nov. 20). — Newcastle and Gateshead were brilliantly 
I' Bluminated, as a testimony of joy on the abandonment of the bill 
lit her tnsjesty Queen Caroline, consort of George IV. About 
■ Mven o'clock in the evening the lighting commenced, and a num- 
oer cf devices and transparencies were exhibited in various parts 
of the town. The smaller mottoes, in general, were — " Long live 
Qtieen Carolitie;" " Innocence triuniphanl ;" "Earl Grey forever" 
ftc. &c. The house of Mr. Joseph Price, in Gateshead, was one 
entire blaze of lamps of various tints, and of the most brilliant lus- 
tre. Illuminations and other rejoicings were very general through- 
out the counties of Durham and Northumberland. August 7th, 
1821, her majesty died at Hammersmith, ailer an illness of eight 
days. 

This month, immediately above the excavation of the lime-stone 
Bt Carley-hill quarry, which is situated about a quarter of a mile 
west of Fulwell-hill, in tlie parish of Monkwearmouth, and about 
two hundred yards west of Hill-house, the residence of Mr, Wake, 
•enior, whilst removing the surplus soil, Thomas Dobson, <]uarry- 
man, found a Roman figure, which appeared to be a Lar. There 
were found at the same time, several portions of human bones, and 
a quantity of common rock limpit shells, embedded In lime-stone 
rubbish and surface soil. It is worthy of remark, that several ex- 
cavations have been discovered in the solid lime-stone rock at Car- 
ley-hill (similar to stone coffins) containing human bones. 

The great northern gateway which stood across Sadler-street, 
in the city of Durham, was this year taken down. It had been 
long used as (he gaol, and was a very strong fabric ; the outward 
or lower part was defended by a gate and portcullis, within which 
was a recess constructed with sally-ports and galleries, for the an- 
noyance of assailants, who might force tlie first gate; the upper 
part was secured by double gates. This was the last of the city 
gates. 

This year, Mrs. Mary Pease, widow of Mr. Joseph Pease, of 
Darlington, woollen manufacturer, erected four alms-houses in Dar- 
lington, for the residence of four poor widows of the age of filty 
years at least, and of good moral character and repulation, to be 



nominated by the Society of Friends. 

This year and the following, the Register oflict 



n the 



green, in the city of Durham, was built by subscription 
of the old county courts, 

1821 (Jan, 2^,— Early on the morning, John Wilson, a pitman, 
aged 64 years, fell down the shaft of Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Gateshead, in the dark, but fortunately caught hold of the rope with 
his left hand, at the depth of about 80 feet ; although it lacerated 
his hand by the friction, he was able lo stop his descent and sus- 
pend binuelf, until his fellow- workmen heard his cries, and lowered 
tlovn icorfbyanotherrope, which took above a quarter of an hour, 



1 

I 
I 



d 



A. D. IBSI.3 RSUAttKAaUX KVEN IS. 133 

when providentially he got into it and wsa drawn up safely. Had he 
descended a few fathoms lower, he would have reached the end of , 
the rope, and must have been killed by a fall of 450 feet. 

1B21 fjan.oj. — When some workmen were removing rubbish on j 
the premises of Mr. Fair, of Hide-hill, Berwick, cabinetmaker, thej ' 
found a small wooden box, containing 18 gold pieces of Hem^ I 
Vlll^ Mary, and Eliiabeth ; and also 20 silver coins of Elizabeto. i 
The whole in good preservation. The gold coins weighed two I 
a half ounces, and the silver coins two ounces. The workman | 
immediately sold their prize to a jeweller, and regaled themselve 
with the proceeds. 

January 7. — Died, at Dam-house, near Kirkley, Mrs. Margaret * 
Rowland, in her lOlst year. 

Jantiary 19. — Died, at West Thirston, in Northumberland, aged J 
74 years, John Marshall, better known by the name of " Bltntl i 
Johnny." He lost his sight by the small-pox, when four years of 1 
age, but the perfection in which he possesEcd the sense of hearings f 
compensated in a great measure for the loss. He worked occasion- 1 
ally at the anvil and tlie loom, but for a considerable time befors j 
his death, his main dependence for support was on his skill in 
playing on the violin. So intimately was he acquainted with the 
surrounding country, that he could readily find any part of it with* 
out a guide ; indeed, he sometimes acted as a guide to strangers. 

Febrvary 15. — The chapel belonging to the establishment M 1 
Hylton-ferry, near Sunderland, erected and endowed at the sole I 
expense of T. J. Maling, esij., captain R. N., vras consecrated by 1 
the bishop of St. David's. Upon this occasion, a sermon wh 
preached by ttie Bev. Robert Gray, M. A., rector of Sunderland, J 
from Genesis, chap. 28, ver. 17. 

Same day, died at the Westgate, Newcastle, aged 96 years, Am \ 
Nichol, formerly of Horsley- She retained her faculties to the laiL 
and was one of the oldest members of the Methodist Society In this 
district. When the Orphan-house, in Northumberland -street, was 
built in 1742, she sold a piece of cloth to enable her to contribute 
towards its erection ; and it was remarkable that the Orphan-house 
was closed as a place of divine worship on tlieday of her interment. 

February 19, — Died, at the North-shore, near Newcastle, Eliza- 
beth Dryden, aged 107 years. 

March (i. — Died, at CiUlercoats, Mrs. Isabella Armstrong, widow, 
aged 103 years. , 

March 9. — The brewery at Monkseaton, near North Shield% \ 
was discovered to be on fire, and before it was got under, the dry- i 
ing kiln was totally destroyed, witli about sixty bolls of malt. I 

March 20. — A newly-erected steam mill, for grinding corn, it I 
Stockton, belonging to Mr. C. Cooke, was discovered to be on firet 1 
and the whole of the building, except the engine-house, together 
with a qiukntity of corn and flour, was consumed. 

March 23.— Died, at South Shields, Hannah Marshall, aged 104 
years. 

Monk 28. — Died, at his home in Portman-place, I>ondon, in the 
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64th year of his age, Michael Bryan, esq., a native of Newcastle. 

Mr. Bryan was an ingenious coiinoissieur in the fine arts, who also 

distinguished himself as an author. He was at one time a picture 

dealer, but though possessed of undoubted skilland judgment as to 

lerita of the productions of ancient and modern painter?, he 

unfortunate in some of his speculations as to be obliged to 

' relinquish that pursuit. His taste and knowledge, however, were 

I 00 highly appreciated, that his opinion was oflen sought, and many 

. ibrge sums ha%'e been expended in the purchase of works of art 

1^ through his recommendation. Retiring from active life, he engaged ' 

i in the composition of a " Biographical and Critical Dictionary <f 

[ 4PaJntert and Engravers," which was commenced in 1613, and 

I jiublished in 1816, in 2 vols, 4to> This work is more copious and 

I accurate than that of Pilkington, and many of the original sketches 

o much credit to the writer. Mr. Bryan was allied to a noble fa* 

mily, having married the sister of the earl of Shrewsbury. 

1821 (March 28 J.— Died, at Widdrington, in Northumberland, 

Mr. Itobt. Reed, aged 67 years. He was well known for his know- 

I ledge and management of bees, in which he took great delight. He 

[ veverai times exhibited a swarm suspended from his baud on the 

1 Biarket days at Morpeth and Alnwick, as well as at other places. 

This month, the lower part of the horn of a deer, of extraordi- 
, nary size, was dug up in the grounds at Campville, South Preston, 
I aear Tynemouth. Mr. Fenwick, the proprietor, had ordered a well 
I to be filled up, first removing the walling stones. Considerably in 
J the earth, near the stones, the remains of this large antler were 
[ libund, in the north-east angle of the Roman camp, called in Brand, 
" Blake Chesters," and referred lo by Camden as one of the oblong 
Bquores fBlitke Chettert being the principal) running in a zigzag di- 
rection from Segedunum (Wallaend) to Tynemouth. Sacrifices of 
.wild animals to the Gods were frequently made in those stations ; 
and some faint tradition yet remains of a temple to Diana, or some 
lieathen Deity, having stood at Middle Chirton, the western side 
of this camp or chain of forts. The head of an ancient spear had 
I been dug up in the same site. 

'' ■ April 4. — The foundation stone of a new subscription library was 
Wid on the site of the old gaol, in the city of Durham, on which 
occasion Dr. Fenwick delivered a suitable address to the company 
I jHsembled. 

April 25. — Tlie foundation stone of a new place of worship, for 
b 4he Protestant dissenters of the Baptist persuasion, was laid in 
V^arrington-street, South Shields, when an appropriate and impres- 
r live discourse was delivered by the Rev. John Winter, founded on 
I the middle clause of the 3th verge of the 20th Psalm. 
r ' May 16. — The building a stone bridge, at the expense of the 
t duke of Northumberland, over the river AIne, near Alnwick Ab- 
f bey, was begun. This was a great public accommodation, as the 
I find there was often very dangerous to pass. 

May 23. — The foundations of a new chapel, to be built by sub- 
I, began to be dug out at Nether Heworth, in the county 
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of Dmliaiii, the first stone of which, indosiiig an appropriate in- 
Bcription on copper, was laid on the following day. This diapel 
was opeocd for oiTine worship on the 5th of May, 1822. On the 
87th of September, 1808, half an acre which had been added to this 
chapel yard, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham. Set 
Mmk 21st, 1766. vol. t. page 257. 

1821 fJume 2). — About two o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the bam, thrashing-machine, and straw house, belonging to 
John Riisidl, esq. of Heworth, and before the progress of the flames 
could be stopped, the machinery, roofs, and interior of the houses 
were consumed. 

Jvify \» — ^Died, at the Moor-houses, in Northumberland, Ann 
Role, single-woman, aged 100 years. 

Jmly 7. — John, Lord Eldon, lord high chancellor of Eneland, was 
created an earl by the stile of Viscount Encorabe and Earl of Eldon. 

July 9.— An explosion took place in Rainton North Pit, when 
one man lost his life. 

Same day, an explosion took place in Coxlodge colliery, by which 
one man lost his life. 

July 10. — During the preparations in Newcastle, for the cele* 
bration of the coronation, the workmen, on breaking tlie pavement 
on the Sandhill, for a foundation for the temporary wine pant, dis- 
covered a large stone with an iron ring, to which formerly bulls had 
been fastened for that cruel torture, bull-baiting. See January 2\st 
and 25th, 1768, voL t. 265. This must have been a second bull- 
ring, as one was removed by order of the magistrates a few days 
afl^ the latter period. 

July 12. — The workmen employed in converting Gunner-tower 
(part of the town's wall, Newcastle), near the Forth-lanc, into a 
hall, for the incorporated company of slaters and tylcrs, found a 
large quantity of shillings and sixpences of the coinage of Edward I. 

July 15. — Died, Mr. William Cant, master of the Blue Bell, 
head of the side, Newcastle, aged 70 years, formerly piper to the 
Northumberland militia. He was an excellent performer on the 
violin and the Northumberland pipes, and, like his great predeces* 
sors on the latter instrument, Turnbull, Gilley, old Lamshaw, and 
Peacock, he kept up the ancient tunes, with all their charming lilts 
and pauses, unspoiled by the modem improvers of music, with their 
^ idiot notes impertinently long." He played *< his native wood 
notes wild," such as pleased the ears of the yeomanry of old at 
Otterbum, Hedgeley Moor, and Floddon Field, and 

•< When e*er his pipe did silence break, 
You*d thought the instrument would speak.** 

July 19. — The day of the coronation of his majesty George IV. 
at Westminster, was observed in Newcastle with great rejoicings. 
The large fire places, or rather double furnaces, between which 
the two oxen intended for public distribution were to be roasted, 
the immense spits, cranes, scaffolding, &c^ were completed in the 
eariy part of the week, and became objects of curious inspection ; 
one was placed in die centre of the Spital — the other, at the foot 
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of tlie Old Flesh Market ; near each of them w&b a woodea pant or I 
Ibunt^, to run beer. In the centre of the Sandliill was anotboi: I 
temporary, but larger fountain, to run wine. About two o'clock J 
on tlie iDorDJng, the fires were liglited, and the roasting of ihs 1 
oxeD commenced, and from that hour the streeta becantc crowded j 
with people. Numbers had arrived from the country the evening 
before, but on Thursday morning, the day bein^ aoepiciously fine, 
they poured into the town by thousands in all sorts of vehicles. 
Never did the streets of Newcastle exhibit such a congregated 
mass. At six o'clock on the morning the guns from the castle an- 
nounced, by a royal salute, that the rejoicings had commenced ; 
the flag was hoisted, and the ships displayed their colours, and the 
bells of the several churches rang their merry peals. About nine 
o'clock all wai anxious expectation to witness the boat race from 

1 "Walker's Quay to Tyne Bridge, for the following prizes, which had 
n announced a few days previous by bills, viz.; — For the first 

I boat six sovereigns ; second boat three ditto ; third boat two ditto ; 
uid the fourth boat one ditto, given by the corporation ; in addi- 
lo which, the Trinity-house was to present the first boat with 

, in elegant 

BLUE BILK 1 





on which was gilt a crown and suitable inscription. This flag was 
the great object of ambition to llie competitors, and for which 
thirteen boats had entered. In consequence of a dbpute, the 
prizes were not adjudged until the competitors again tried their 
akill on August 1st (the anniversary of tlie battle of the Nile), 
when the flag was won by the Laurel Leaf, belonging to Stella. 
\ At half-past nine o'clock, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, sheriff, 
and common council, met, and voted an address to his majesty; 
^ after which, the mayor, George Forster, esq., was invested with a 
I gold chain and medallion, which had been voted at a former com- 
tmoa council, and which was to be worn by all the future chief 
toagistrates of thai town. At half-past ten o'clock, the mayor and 
corporation, preceded by a band of music, and followed by a num- 
ber of gentlemen, walked in procession to St. Nicholas' churchi 
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where ao appn^tmte sennoa vas preached b; the Rer. John 
Smidi, >1. A, vicar, trorn Ut Kings, 1st chap. 39ih verse. Before 
the return of the magistracy, &c from church, iimnense crawda 
had assembled at the places which vere to be the scenes of expec> 
ted festiTity, particulwl; the Sandhill, in the centre of which stood 



THX WISE PAKT, 

which was a oeat erectiun of wood, twelve feet high, painted t 
resemble stone, and surmounted by a cupola, copper bronxe, 
the top of which, was a full sized imperial crown, encircling a o 
of state of crimson velvet, turned up with ermine. At the bottoi 
of this roof was a ledge, below which was " G. IIII. II.," in gilt leb> \ 
ters, and beneath this was a verj neat painting of the arms of ths J 
town. On the return of the magistrates, &c., to the Sandhill, il w 
found utterly impossible to approach the pant, they therefore pro- 
ceeded to the Town Court, when having come forward to the great 
window, they drunk his majesty's health, which was followed by • 
royal salute from the guns on the castle, and repealed peals of bella 
from the churches. At the same moment the pant began to run 
wine, when an almost indescribable scene of uproarious confusion 
commenced. During the struggles to obtain a part of the wine, ft 
man got upon the tub, and seizing the spout, clung to it until hii 
clothes were literally torn from his body.* He was useful in hand- 
ing the liquor to others, particularly those on the ledee, who by 
this time amounted to about eight, but two or three of tJiera having 

' Mr. Parker, the nrtint. of Newcastle, peintcd a pictun; of thii ludicrous 
scene. Ailer be'uia exhibilcd in Londun, it nan purcDBied by the corpantiao 
of Newcsstle, for the purpose of decorating the walls of the SUnaion.bouae. 
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made loo free with the " nwry god," fell to the ground, a heig 
of nine feet, one of them being severely hurt. Atier running u 
wards of an hour, the wine ceased to Sow, when, having nothing 
attract their attention, the mob began to throw about the poi 
soaked hats, caps, &c., to tlie no smalt annoyance of the peaceah 
inclined inhabitants. The top of the Court was crowded wtUt 
people, aa was every window on the Sandhill. Many houses had a 
kind of gallery erected on their tops with seats for the accommo- 
dation of ladies and gentlemen. The pant was totall;^ torn down, 
and a great part of it carried away by the mob. During the timoJ 
of the exhibition on the Sandhill, the ox at the bottom of the OUl 
Flesh Market was taken from the fire, by means of a crane, to a I 
stage erected for the purpose, and four butchers ascended the plat- ' 
form to cut it in pieces for distribution. As they cut the piecei, 
they threw them amongst the crowd, who, in return, pelted the 
butchers with the pieces of meat and bones, until they drove them 
from the stage. The rernaina of the ox were then taken possession 
of, and soon distributed ; and the chain of the crane having been 
broken in an attempt to pull the stage up with it, it was faateaed 
to part of tlie skeleton of the animal, which was then dragged 
through the streets to the Sandhill. The furnace was then partly 
pulled to pieces; and fragments of meat, and even brick hats, began 
to % in all directions, many persons receiving bruises. The proces- 
sion of mail coaches passing at the time, was shamefully pelted, and 
one of the men much burL The distribution of the ox at the SpitsI 
was attended with similar circumstances ; the butchers, Ac, were 
speedily driven from the stage, and the skeleton taken possession 
of and dragged to the Sandhill. The ale kept running from the 
pants in the Old Flesh iMarketand the Spital till nearlhree o'clock. 
When the pants were demolished. By this time the crowd was at- 
bvcted to the town-moor to witness the race for the gold cup, and 
ttie streets were soon quiet. This was a fortunate circumstance, for 
had there been no such object, it is most probable that the peace of 
the town would not have been so soon restored. As it was, on their 
return from the town-moor, the mob assailed the remains of the 
temporary erections in the Flesh Market and the Spital, and curried | 
off the planks and all the iron in their power. At ten o'clock, i 
hirther demolition was stopped by the police. There was a pant j 
also ran beer at the Milk-market, Sandgate, which was chiefly oc- 
cupied by women and children. The inmates of the corporation 
hospitals received five shillings each from that body, and five shil- 
lings more from the members for the town. I'he prisoners in the 
gaol and house of correction received five shillings each. The 
children of the endowed charity schools of the four parishes were 
brovlded with a substantial dinner, as were the inmates of the poor 
'(looses. There were grand dinners at the Mansion-house and 
^inity-house. At the Assembly Rooms was a ball ; and the pit 
•nd ^lery of the Theatre were opened to the free burgesses, 
gra^, on the invitation of the mayor by a bill. In ihe forenoon 
there was a grand tniliiiiry review on the town-moor. In the 
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evening Sir Rirfjert Shafto Hawks had a very uutefu] illumination ' 
on the outside of his house in Ckvering-piace, whicli was repeated 
the followng evening. At Gateshead tlie rejoicings commenced 
at six o'clock on the morning, by the bells rin)>ing a merry peal, 
which, with the firing of guns al the factory of Messrs. Hawks, 
continued at intervals. At nine o'clock the children of St. Ed- 
nitind's chapel school, to the number of 340, assembled in the rec- 
tory garden, and received each a sixpence of the new coinage, a 
glass of wine, and a cake, and a copy of our national untbem, 
" God aave the King,''' which they sung with entliusiasm. The 
money was subscribed by the members of the school committee. 
A subscription was also entered into by the inhabitants of Gales- 
head, which was distributed among the poor, and a plentiful dinner 
given to the inmates of the poor-house. Much private charily was 
dispensed. S'ee a delaited account of ihe procerditifft in NetvcaiUe 
and Gateshead, puidithed by John Sykes. 

Amongst the rejoicings at Durham on account of the coronation, 
a small ox was roasted at the head of Old Elvet, the gilt of tx>rd 
Stewart, now marquis of Londondery. It was soon cut in pieces, 
which, togetiier with a quantity of bread, were thrown indiscri- 
minately ai the public ; but no sooner was this done, than the popu- 
lace immediately commenced pelting with it those on the platform, 
BO that bis lordship's generosity on this occasion was literally Uiroton 
moot/. Several barrels of ale were also given away, which added 
considerably to the tumult and confusion. 

At North Shields a quantity of meal and bread was distributed 
to the public in a manner highly commendable. Several tables 
were set out in the market-place, and a loaf of bread, and two 
pounds of meat on a cabbage leaf, with f'ourpence to purchase ale, 
were given to such poor persons as had produced tickets for them. 

1821 f July 26 J. — About eleven o'clock in tlie forenoon) the soa[i- 
house belonging to Anthony Clapbam and Co., at the Ouseburn, near 
Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire, and in a few minutes the 
flames blazed with great fury, and threatened the most tremendous 
consequences. The assistance of the workmen from the neigh- 
Eiouring manufactories was immediately volunteered, by whose 
exertions, with the assistance of the flre-engines, the destructive 
element was in a short time overcome. It originated in, and was 
confined to, that part of the building exclusively appropriated to" 
the preparation of alkalies, the timbers and flooring of which were 
exceedingly dry, from the beat of the process, and the long contin- 
ued dryness of the wcatlier. 

Auffusl 9. — About one o'clock on the morning, a destructive 
fire broke out in that part of the premises occupied by the North- 
umberland Glass Company, which fronted the Close, Newcastle ; 
and such was the violence of the flames, and the rapidity with 
which they spread, that at two o'clock the greater part of the pre- 
mises was in a complete blaze, and, in defiance of all efforts, that 
very extensive establishment, with the warehouses, and the greater 
part of the superb stock, fell a prey to the flames. The only part 
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f mi the conei containing the furnace, adjoining ii» I 

■bwTyae* Some adjoining dnelling-housea, inliabited by labour* J 
iwpMpl6b were involved in the calamity, several families having 1 
, Midf loM their all. Great fears were entertained for the safety af | 
p ntanu&ctory (which at one time was on fire), belonging U 
. Douhleday and Co., adjoining to the Glai^-house on the I 

It aide, but a strong west wind carried the flames in an opposite 1 
diteetion. The Mansion-iiouee and Messrs. Doublcday and Co.'s I 
counting-house being on the east side, and nearly adjoining the T 
GUss-house, were in imminent danger from the flames and heavv , 
■howcrs of sparks which were carried to them by the wind. Ant^ 
to add to the danger, several hundreds of barrels of rosin were lying < 
in an open yard close to the Mansion-house ; on them the sparks 
ftU thick and fast, but fortunately they did not take tire, though, ' 
In prevent such a catastrophe, men were placed on the watch with 
buckets of water, and many of the casks were removed inti 
■treet. By great exertions the fire was confined to the glass-house \ 
premises, and about half-past five o'clock was got nearly ui 
though some of the ruins continued to bum during the day. 

1821 fSepL 10 J. — John Wilkinson and William Surtees Hethep- 
ington, for robbing Mr. William Nesbit, farmer, of Long Benton, on 
Benton Bank, on his return from Newcastle in the evening of the 
preceding 7th of April, were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to 
their sentence. They were taken from the gaol to the place of 
execution in a post-chaise, preceded by a band of singers. On 
their arrival at the fatal spot ^a little below the east end of the 
town), they ascended the scafibld with firmness, when they joined 
in prayer with the clergyman, and seemed very penitent. They 
were then launched into eternity, and, al^er hanging the usual 
time, their bodies were given to their friends. Portraits of these 
cliaracters were sketched while upon their trials, by Mr. Parker, 
of Newcastle, and also etched by that artist. 

September 28. — Died, at Soutli Shields, aged 70 yeors, Mr. ] 
William Wouldhave, a native of North Shields, who had been I 
many years clerk of St. Hilda's chapel, in South Shields. Mr. 
Wouldhave was distinguished for bis eccentricity of manners, and 
e peculiarly inventive genius. He is said by some to have been 
the original inventor of the Life Boat, yet was suffered to die poor 
and neglected. The figure of his proposed Life Boat is cut upon 
his tomb-stone, and his model of it is suspended to the chain of the 
chandelier in St. Hilda's chapel. He constructed various curious 
instruments, amongst which were an organ, a clock, and an elec- 
■ tiical machine. 

S^Umher 28. — Died, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, Barbara I 
■Utuoble, in her IDlst year. ] 

Seplattbfr. — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New \ 
castle received front Thomas Coates, esq., of Hay don -bridge, ia J 
Northumberland, who had returned overland from India, the vft- 1 
luable present of a very fine Egyptian mummy, in perfect preset^ 1 
i, tod of ^eat beauty. During a visit which Mr. C. paid to 
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Gournou, the burial-place of ancient Thebes, in Upper Egypt, the 
mummy was dug from its sepulchre by su uld Arab. Of him he 
procured it, and brought it iiimself to Englan ' 
It was in the original case or coffin, on the lit 
a very beautiful female face. 

1821 fSfpLj—Thii month, the lord bishop of Durham (Bar- 
ringtoD) presented an elegant portrmt of himself to the Newcastle 
Infirmary. It is placed at the east end of the hall of that institu- 
tion, between the portraits of bishop Butler and bishop Benson. 
The west end is decorated with the portraits of Sir Walter Black- 
ett, bort,, by Heynolds ; Matthew Ridley, esq., by Webb ; and 
William Ingham, esq., by Nicholson. 

Oclotter I. — The Clergy Jubilee school, on the east side of the 
Carliol Croft, Newcastle, which was erected in commemoration of 
the bishop of Durham attaining the 50th year of his prelacy, was 
opened for iastnictioD, and a number of scholars admitted. The 
Rev. Mr. Vicar, Rev. Mr. Moises, Rev. Mr. Parkin, and the Rev. 
Mr. Griffith, attended to take tlie adniiEsions ; and the children 
being all neatly attired, and accompanied by their parents, the 
sight was truly gratifying. The funds not being sufficient to carry 
the purpose of the subscribers into full effect, the girls and boys 
belonging to the old-established Free Schools of St. Nicholas' pa- 
rish were removed to the new school, and the whole are now taught 
on Dr. Bell's plan, by one master and mistress. 

October 17 The foundation of a New Scots Church for the 

congregation of the Kev. John Smellie, was laid in a suitable piece 
of ground, at the western extremity of Northumberland-court, to 
front into Blackelt-street. May 17th, it was opened for divine 
service, when an impressive sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Hodgson, of Blantyre, in Scotland. As this chapel was not in line 
with Blackelt-street, the original brick front was taken down in the 
year 1828, and a stone front with pinnacles erected to line with the 

October 18. — Lambton-park races were first established by John 
George Lambton, esq. (now Lord Durham), at his seat near Che»- 
ter-Ie -street. 

October 19. — A serious accident happened at Nesham's colliery, 
at Newbottle, on the river Wear. One of the brattices erected to 
close up an old working, having been broken into to obtain 
air, a current of choke-damp issued from the perforation, which 
proved fetal to six of the workmen. 

October 23 — A dreadful explosion took place in Wall's-End 
colliery (Russell's), by which fifty-two men lost their lives. The 
explosion shook the ground like an earthquake, and made the fur- 
niture dance in the surrounding houses. This alarming the neigh- 
bourhood, the friends and relatives hurried to the spot, when a 
heart-rending scene of distress ensued. The greatest exertions 
were instantly made by Mr. Buddie, the viewer, who as soon as it 
was practicable, descended witli his assistants, when a most me- 
lancholy scene presented itself. At the time of the explosion there 
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were fifly-eix men in the pit, of which number four only survived. 
ITie bodies of the deceased were most dreadfully scorched, and 
J Wany of them moBt strangely distorted. Forty-six of the bodies 
I imre buried at Wall's-End, fourteen of whom, being relations, were 
I buried in one {{rave; some of the rcmainiter were buried at the 
■^Sb] last-hills, and some at Wall's-End old church, amidst iorrowing 
T 4iipectators. 

m-" 1821 fOfi. 23;.— An esploslon took place in Felling colliery, 
Pfey which six human beings were deprived of existence. 
■ ' November 30, — At night, a tremendous gale commenced at 
K94ewcastle and its neighbourhood, which committed great ravagei. 
; o'clock on the following morning, the chimney of a 
■ liousc in Johnson's chare, in Sandgate, Newcastle, fell through the 
I troofi and a poor old widow, named Elizabeth Kubson, 86 years of 
f tf^i was killed in her bed, by the end of a broken beam falling on 
[, faer neck. A little boy, her grandson, who lay in the same bed, 
8 happily rescued without injury. Great damage was done in 
L t^ lower part of the town, as appeared by the quantities of broken 
l| '^cks and tiles that were lying about the streets and lanes in every 
iHErection. One of the wands of St. Ann's mill was broken, and 
ftllie paling of the miller's garden thrown down. The walls of two 
k-tew houses building in Bridge-street, opposite HJgham-place, were 
P Vown down, a great part of which fell inwards upon the joist* 
1 which were broken to pieces, and the whole exhibited a heap of 
\ mina. In the garden of Hugh Harrison, esq., on the Leazes, several 
■.•yards of wall, with rails on the top, were blown over. The Me- 
Fviodist chapel at Kenton, which was used as a school, had the roof 
I 4)lown off, and two of the windows blown in. In Gateshead, part 
1 of the front of a house fell into the street with great violence. A 
I Mack of chimnies fell and broke through the roof of Mrs. Ludlow's 
[ -liouse, in (he Back-lane, and lodged in the garret, which was for- 
I Innately boarded, or the Misses Ludlow, who slept in the room 
I beneath, would probably have been killed. A window in Mr. 
J 'Price's glass manufactory, fronting the river, was blown in entirely, 
I tod farced to the further end of the apartment. By the violence 
' of the hurricane much other damage was done. 

. DeetTtAer 4. — At a numerous meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
I 'iMophical Society of Newcastle, Dr. Clonny, of Sunderland, pre- 
. 'Knted for the purpose of being preserved m their repository, the 
, 'original safety lamp, as it is described in the Transaction* of the 
I Society of Arts, for 1813, and which first called the attention of 
* ^ilosophers, and of the proprietors of coal mines, to the subject. 

Deeanber 10. — At the anniversary of the Royal Academy, the 
^ver medal, with the Discourses of Barry, Opie, and Fuseli, were 
'JRBented to Mr. Andrew Morton, a native of Newcastle, for the 
'Mat copy in the school of painting, from a " Madona and Child" 
by Raphael. 

December 20. — A spacious and neat chapel built by the congre- 
gation under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Israel Cra' 
Wlgr public worship at Lowick, in Northumberland. 
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one of the most ancient, if not the Gnt presbyterisn congregstioi), 
that was established in the north of England. It was originally 
formed by the Rev. Luke Ogle, minister of Berwick, who, having 
resigned his charge there in 1661, in consequence of the act of uni- 
formity, retired to his paternal estate at Cowsdon. His excellent 
character brought many to hear his ministrations privately ; adet' 
wards a chapel was built near to where Barmoor casile now stands. 
The congregation increasing, a large one was built at L>owick, about 
the year 1741, which falling to decay, this chapel was erected for 
the accommodation of that society, 

1821 {D*x. 23 J Died, at Gateshead, aged 64 years, Mrs. Fran. 

ces Elizabeth King, relict of the Rev. Richard King, M. A., rector 
of Worthen, Salop, and of Steeple Mordon, in Cambridgeshire, and 
third daughter of the late Sir Francis Bernard, bart, Tliis lady 
was the authoress of several useful and popular works ; in particu- 
lar " Tfie Ben^eial Effects of the CkrUtian Tetaper on l)oniettie 
Happintu" " FtmaU Scripture Charaetertj' " The Rector t Merm*- 
randum Book," sutd a " Tour inFrance.ia 1802." Mrs. King had 
been during ber residence in Gateshead, most actively employed in 
visiting and relieving the sick and necessitous poor, having establish- 
ed two societies for that purpose; she also founded and supported 
at her own expense, a Sunday school, at St. Edmund's chapel, for 
educating poor children in christian principles. Upon the death 
of her husband in 1610, Mrs. King retired to Gateshead, near the 
residence of her two married daughters (Mrs. Coliinson, rectory, 
Gateshead, and Mrs. Baker, rectory, Whitburn). 

Same day, and only two or three hours afler Mrs. King, died at 
Usworih-house, aged 70 years, Mrs. Peareth. This is the more 
remarkable, as this lady was the coadjutor of Mrs. King, in acts of 
charity and benevolence. 

This year an act of parliament was obtained " for making 
and maintaining a Railway or Tramrood, from the river Tees at 
Stockton to Witton-park colliery, with several branches therefrom, 
all in the county of Durham." 

1822 (Jan. (;.— The town of Berwick, was first lighted with 
gas, under the direction and superintendence of Mr. Joseph Glynn, 
of Newcastle. 

January 3. — A most destructive fire took place at Scaton Dela- 
val, whicii in a few hours consumed the mansion-house, which for 

Endeur and magnificence was equal to any in the North of Eng- 
d. The two wings, one of which cotnprised a large and spacious 
kitchen, with various other apartments ; the other a beautiful stable, 
in a style of princely magnificence, were happily saved by tlie great 
and active exertions used in making a separation between tliem and 
the house. The fire originated by a fire having been lighted in a 
room that had not been occupied for some time, and in the chim- 
ney a number of Jackdaws had built their nests ; these took fire 
and communicated to a beam that supported the roof. The fiamei 
burnt with such fury as to bid defiance to all human efforts. The 
glass in the windows by the intense heat was reduced to a liquid 
state, and the lead on the roof poured down like water. Thif 
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taateful mansion was built about the beginning of the 18th century^ t 
by Sir John Vanburgh. See Maif 6A, 1752, vol. i. page 202. - ' 

1822 (Jan. 21 J. — About five o'clock in the evening, on explo* 
Bion of gas toolt place in tlie shop of Mr. Simpson, grocer, Quaf^ 
side, Newcastle, occa? joned by a candle having been imprudec 
held near the connecting pipe, which had been injured as was sup* 1 
posed by rats. The shoclc was very great, and burst the counteiy^j 
under which the pipe was placed, into splinters, forced twen^'l 
■quoreB of glass from the windows and considerably shook the ao* J 
joming premises. Mr. Simpson, his boy, and labourer, were bU 1 
thrown down by the shock. 

January 22. — As James Miller, tlie Workworth carrier, 
coming into Newcastle, seated upon the fore part of his cart, he 1 
vas shot dead by a musket ball, which entered his head at the j 
right temple, and traversing tho brain, was extracted from witliin ] 
the skin behind the left ear. Three young men were that re 
amustjig themselves by shooting at a target placed against the ou^ j 
side of the west wall of the bull-park, on the Town-moor, and it J 
appeared that a shot had been fired which had gone over the 
ranged the park from west to east, and crossing the turnpike, bad 
struck the iintbrtunate man, who, in a few minutes after, was found 
dead on the road, he having fallen from his scat. After a patient 
investigation of all the circumstances, the jury returned a verdict 
of manslaughter against Mr. Tliomas Burnet, who had been sworn 
to as one of tlie party. At the assizes the jury coniirmed the verdict 
of the inquest, and Mr. Justice Bailey condemned in very severe 
terms the too frequent practice of firing near public highways, 
thereby endangering the lives of his majesty's subjects. As this 
practice was illegal, he enjoined the magistrates and police to be 
very vigilant in bringing such offenders to justice. From the re- 
Bpectability of the gentlemen who were called to speak to Mr. B'a 
character, he was discharged on entering into recognizances, him- 
self in £100., and four sureties of £50. each for his appearance at 
the next assizes, then to receive the judgment of the court. Ht 1 
was brought up at the next assizes, and fined £10. I 

February 2. — A most tempestuous wind, accompanied with 
heavy rain, began to blow from the south-west, and continued with 
little intermission till the morning of the following day, when it 
abated. The rain caused a considerable flood in the rivers Tyne, 
Wear, and Tees. At Newcastle, the fury of the wind drove the 
water forward with extraordinary violence, particularly against the 
bridge over which the spray was carried to a great distance. The 
low lands to the westward were all flooded. Near Shields, James 
Watson, a wlierryman, was washed out of a boat and drowned, 
leaving a wife and iamily. A sailor, belonging to the Hope, of 
Kortfa Shields, fell out of a sculler boat, in trying to clear it from 
ft hawser, on which it had been driven and was lost. Another boat 
was upset, but the persons aboard of it were all fortunately saved. 
At Sunderland much damage was done by tlie lalling of chimneys, 
also to the roofs of houses. Many ships and keels in the river 
c driven from their moorings and much injured by the e 
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of the gale, but no lives were lost. At Chester-le-street the Wear 
was so swelled bj the rains, that it extended above the arch of the 
new bridge, which is more than a quarter of a mile from the chan- 
nel of the river ; the whole intermediate space was a complete sheet 
of water, by which much injury was sustained. At Durham, a 
stack of chmineys on the house of Miss Wharton, of the North 
Bailej, was blown down, and fell through the roof into a room of 
the upper story, in which were two servant maids, who had a most 
providential escape from destruction. On hearine a loud rumbling 
noise, they rushed into a corner of the room, and a moment afler- 
wards the chimneys fell through the ceiling on the floor, at a few 
inches from the side of a bed where one of them had been sitting. 
In Claypatb, a nail manufacturer was at work, and another man was 
sitting beside him, both at about a yard's distance from the gable 
end, which was blown down, but luckily it fell outwards. Much 
other damage was done to roofs of houses, &c. It was supposed that 
the river l^^ar rose twelve feet above its ordinary height ; its banks 
were overflowed, and the low lands completely inundated. Two 
horses and a cow were seen floating down that river. Great da- 
mage was done upon the river Tees, particularly at Yarm. 

1822 fFeb. 15 J.— Died, at Blaydon, Mr. J. Morrison, aged 104 
years. 

Ffbruary 28. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Esther Marshall, 
aged 100 years. 

March S. — A new chapel for the Primitive Methodists or 
Ranters, was opened for divine service at Darlington, when up- 
wards of 1,000 persons attended, and a collection was made towards 
the expense of the building, the foundation of which was laid 
October 16th, 1821, when a sermon was preached on the occa- 
sion. 

March 5.— Died, at South Shields, Mrs. M. Stanton, aged 101 
years. 

March 7. — A dreadful fire broke out in the earthenware manu- 
flictory of Mr. Wood, at Heworth Shore, near Gateshead, and in spite 
of the utmost exertions, the whole fabric, excepting Mr. Wood's 
dwelling-house, was reduced to ashes. Several cottages surround- 
ing the pottery were also burnt down, and great loss of furniture 
was sustained by the poor inmates. 

March 18. — Henry Anderson, a pitman, of Old Painshcr, was 
executed at Durham, pursuant to his sentence, for a rape on Sarali 
Armstrong. At the fatal tree he addressed the spectators. The 
anhu)py culprit was a married man, but separated fromjiis wife. 

Mxirch 20. — Mark Lawson, and William Curric, were executed 
in front of the Gaol Quay, at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentences, 
for robbing Henry Tliompson, upon the highway between Morpeth 
and Newcastle, on the 7th of the preceding November. They ad- 
dressed the spectators, admitting the justice of their sentences. 
Their bodies, afler hanging the usual time, were cut down and de- 
livered to their friends, who conveyed them to Alnwick, their na- 
tive place, for interment. Portraits of these characters were 
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sketched whilst upon their trials by ,Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, and 

etched hy that artist. 

I 1882/JHbrcA 23^.— The North umberinnd, Durham, and New- 

I ^Htle, Infirmory for Diseases of the Eye, was first opened in 

I 3runs wick-place, Northumberland-street, Newcastle, but atlcrwarda 

removed to Bond-street (now Pnid hoe-street), the utility of this 

institution is evinced by the number of applications for relief, upwards 

of 7024> having been admitted from its first establishment to March 

18S1. ContuUing Physiciatt, Dr. Headlam ; Surgeons, Mr. T. 

M. Greenhow and Mr. Juhn Fife ; Matron, Mrs. Margaret Scott. 

March S8. — Died, at Ititton, Northumberland, Mr. Saroud 
George, aged 100 years. It is remarkable, tliat afler eight years 
total blindness, \\e recovered and enjoyed hia sight for six years 
I freviouB to his death. 

Ky This month, while Mr. Carr was ploughing in a field in front 
1^ Stagshaw House, near Corbridge, he encountered a lai^ flat 
l^^uare stone, which, on being removed, was found to cover the 
P Bouth of a cavern about lour feet deep, three feet long, and two 
r ftet and a half wide, cut in the native rock. This rude tomb en- 
t.closcd a small antique um, compose<l of clay and sand, uncovered 
■4iid coarsely ornamented; it contained a few ordinary sized teeth, 
rin perfect preservation; the mouldering remains of a skull; a 
i iBiall heartshaped amulet of grey slatey stone, perforated for aus- 
k sension ; and a tongue-shaped piece of flint, probably an arrow-head. 
I ^ere was no inscription on the stones ; no coins were found, nor 
I ny means of ascertaining the date. A neighbouring farm-house 
I retains the name of " The Chanlty;" whether in any way con- 
I Iwcted witli these remains did not appear. 

I Apr'd&. — George Wilson, the celebrated pedestrian of New- 

[ castle, then in his &6th year, commenced the performance which 

I be had previously announced, viz. — to walk 90 miles in 24 succi>s- 

I BVc hours, on the town-moor at that place. The spot selected was 

t half-o-mile on the east side of the race ground. He started at 

i'twelve o'clock at noon, and concluded his laborious task ten minutes 

K'lltforc twelve o'clock on the following day, notwitlistanding the 

K lught was stormy, and showers of sleet, rotn and hail, rendered the 

f ground very slip|icry. At the conclusion of the feat, the pedestrian 

I carried the l>ox liimself among the assembled crowd to receive tlie 

gifU of his fi-iends. He was brought into Newcastle in a chaise 

and four, at the expense of one of his patrons, with colours flying, 

and the bells greeted his achievement with several merry peals. 

See April J6t/i, ISIS, page '/2. 

May 7.— Tlie first stone of the New Jerusalem Temple, in Percy- 
'reet, Newcastle, was laid in due order. The Rev. James Brad- 
Tiinister, afler giving a general statement of tlieir doctrines, 
^d the usual ceremony ; then, standing upon the stone, offer- 
di^taprayer that the undertaking might be crowned with success. 
'^e names of the subscribers, and a record of the object of the 
Idii^, faermctically sealed in a glass phial, were deposited in the 
t^flimdatioD stone, l^ebruary IGth, 1823, it was opeiu:d for divin« 
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worship, when the Uev. S. Noble, ol' LtMtclun, delivered llirce im- 
presitivc liiKanrseg, illustrative ol' tlie doutrinos of thai cliurch. 

IStifMay 16J. — Mr.Kcnt vxhibited his marine velocijiede upon 
the river Tyne. Being asceniiion day, apil tlte weather very line, he 
fired his musket, and perlomicd a variclj- of evolutions with raudi 
ease and dexterity, to (he great delight of a larjcc concourse ol' 
spectaturB. June 3d, Mr. Kent exhibited his ^iparatud at Sunder- 
land, ta at least 20,000 spectators. 

Jijaif 2i, — The Northumberland Flax-mill, at the Ouscbum, 
□ear NewcHstle, belonging ti> Messrs. C'larke, Plummer and Cn., 
was diacovered to be on fire, sujiposcd to have arisen froni a 
Hake of soot flying out of the engine chimney into an open win- 
dow in a garret, nhere flax and tow were deiKisited, wluch took 
fire, and were instantly consumed. The manutacturcd goods in the 
roonw below were saved, but the flames were not got under until 
the reeling-room and the machinery therein, with the floors of the 
garret and store-room were entirely burnt. 

Same day, an act for building a new gaol and house of correction 
in Newcastle, and another act for facilitating the rullectiun of cer- 
tain tolls payable to the mayor and burgesses of tlie the same place, 
received the royal assent. 

^^yS5.— A bull was baited at Cullercoais Sands, near 'i'yncmouth. 

May 28. — A bull was bailed at Sunderland, when a poor man, 
named Simon Thornton waa thrown down by the crowd, and hud 
hit leg broken, of which he afterwards died. Several bull baitings 
had recently taken place at Sunderland. When will this cruel tor- 
ture cease? Is there no punishment for wanton cruelty? If so, 
where are (he magistrates ? Such exhibitionij are tlic disgrace of 
the vulgar, and are indications of a barbarous spirit which can only 
be eradicated by knowledge which rouses the finer feelings, and in- 
stils a sense of duty to every animated being. 

May 29, — A Arc broke out in the Sunderland brewery, belong- 
ing to Messrs. Fenwick and Co., which threatened destruction to 
the building and the neighbouring houses. However, by timely 
assistance it was got under, but with considerable damage to the 
interior of the building, and the property therein. 

May 31. — In consequence of information to the excise officers 
of Newcastle, an illicit distillery was discovered in the waste of an 
old coal miue, in a held near I'enham Hall, adjoining the Town- 
nioor. The mine appeared to be one of the most ancient in that 
part of the country, and was surrounded by furze and underwood. 
At the bottom of the shall, wJiich was giuned by a gradual descent 
of several yards, was a small aperture like the mouth of an oven, 
which could only be entered by crawling ; this led to a large apart- 
ment in the mine, wherein were found two stills, with about 2IH) 
gallons of wash, and a complete distillery apparatus, valued in all 
at about £50. It appeared to liave been abruptly obaiuluued for 
fear of detection. A long chimney, built with brick, conveyed the 
smoke into the old workings, whence the neighbouring pits had a 
draught. The coal of the mine supplied tlie fuel necewory lor Uic 
work ; water was also found upon the spot. As soon us the discovery 
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was known, hundreda of persona visited the place, many of 
, whom were induced to explore " 77te Smuggler's Hole," as it waa 
w called, and Bome who ventured into it had to stay much longer 
I than they calculated on. About four o'clock on the morning of 
I the 6th of June, three young men, to gratify their curiosity, ven* 
I tared in about a mile, it was supposed, from the entrance. They 
I had provided themselves with candlen, which tliey considered sut* 
I ificient for their purpose ; they had, however, proceeded too fer, a 
r not having marlteu their way, were unable to retrace their steps, ' 
I And their candles being nearly consumed, they were reduced to 
I the necessity of making a fire with a hammer handle (which they 
thMd with them for the purpose of knockins off petrifactions) and 
I Kmie pieces of coal which they found in tlie place. As the day 
L advanced their friends became alarmed for their safety, and about 
f twelve o'clock, some pitmen coming to the place, kmdly offered 
ir assistance, and, after some time, found tlie young men, who 
I had been listening with much anxiety to hear the approach of any 
I deliverer. They had not foJIawed these friendly men far, whea 
I he who carried the candle stumbled, and they were again in total I 
[ darkness; and such was the difficulty of their situation, that even 
with these experienced guides, they were obliged to continue in 
\ this dreary cavern several hours longer, when other two pitmen 
i proceeded in, and extricated the whole about half'past four o'clock 
\ m the aflernoon, the young men having been under ground with- 
out any food upwards of twelve hours. The roof and floor of the 
cavity were covered with very curious petrifactions, called stalac- 
tites, formed by the drippings of water. Several otiier persons 
were liberated by pitmen, so tliat it became necesKary Co build up 
the aperture ; but such was the curiosity of the public, tliat the 
mason work was soon demolished. 

1822 fJuM 6J. — Died, at the tirove, near Durham, in his Clth 
year, Stephen George Kemble, esq., tlie celebrated comedian, and 
formerly manager of the theatres-royal of Newcastle, Glasgow, and 
Edinburgh. Mr. Kemble, who was a very corpulent man, had re- 
tired for some years from the exercise of tlie laborious prolcssion 
of an actor. In many characters he was confessedly unrivalled ; 
' and it is no small commendation, that he was considered by the 
late Mr, Sheridan to be the best declaimer he had ever heard on 
or off tlie stage. He was also possessed of considerable literary 
talents, having wrote various addresses, songs, &c, &c. which ap- 
peared from time to time in different J ournuls. Mr. Kemble pub- 
lished, " Odes, Lyrical Balladt, and Poems," 8vo. Itl09, with a 
portraiL June llth, his remains were interred in the chapel of 
the Nine Altars, at the east end of Durham cathedral, on the north 
ude of the shrine of St. Cuthbert, 

July 9, — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, Benjamin 
Starkey, in his 63th year. This eccentric, well known by the 
name of Captain Starka/, being a free burgess, was for sonie time 
BO inmate <if the Freemen's hospital, in the Manor Chare, but 
previous to his death had been removed to the ])oor-house. Mr. 
Starkey, who was uncommonly polite, had a peculiar smooth 
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method of obtaining the loan of a halfpenny, and for which he was 
always ready to give his promissory note, which hig creditors held 
as curiosities. His memoirs, written by himself, with a portrait 
and fac-simile of his hand -writing, were published in Newcastle, in 
1818, A portrait, &c. of Mr. Siarkey, tmy be had of John Sykes. 

1822 (July), — The workmen employed in digging for the rounds' 
tion of s new gaol at Morpeth, found, at the depth of thirteen feet 
from the surface, an oak tree, measuring thirty-eight feet, and nine 
feet in circumference, and perfectly sound. The skeleton of a deer's 
head, with fine branching horns, was also found at the same place. 

July 11. — An adjournment of the general quarter sessions of 
the peace for the county of Northumberland, was held at Mor- 
peth, for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the new 
gaol, house of correction, and sessions- house at Morpeth. About 
twelve o'clock, his grace the duke of Northumberland, lord-lieu- 
tenant and custos rotulorum of the county, arrived at Mrs. Sunder- 
land's, the Queen's Head inn, when, sewn afterwards, tlie procession 
proceeded in due form to the site o? the intended building. On 
arriving at the spot, the various coins of his Majesty Geoi^ IV. 
were placed in a glass vase, as also three beautiful coronation me- 
dals of gold, silver, and bronze, and a brass plate with a suitable 
inscription, were deposited in a cavity cut in the stone to receive 
them. A large and massy stone of one ton weight was then raised, 
and being lowered to its proper place, was adjusted and laid by his 
grace in the usual form. The silver trowel was presented to his 
grace b^ tlie chairman, Thomas Clennell, es<i., at the same lime 
addressuig his lordship in very appropriate terras. The duke then 
returned thanks to the numerous assemblage present, and to the 
magistrates in particular, for ihe compliment paid hiro in inviting 
him to lay the stone — that lie always was particularly attentive to 
every wish to serve the county — that it gave him great pleasure to 
attend, as far as possible, to their wishes at all times — that he felt 
the greatest pleasure in learning from the chairman of the county, 
that the calendar for the ensuing assizes was only deformed by one 
capital 00'ence, a great proof of the good morals of the county — 
and he was happy to say, he observed an increasing prosperity in 
the county at large. He concluded by trusting, that when the 
building was 6nished, it would be the only house in the county 
unoccupied. There was a large assemblage of ladies, filling a tem- 
porary gallery purposely erected for their accommodation, and well 
situated for a general view of the ceremony. Mr, John Dobson, 
of Newcastle, was the architect. December 16th, 182B, the pri- 
soners in the old gaol were removed to the new erection. 

July 35.— Died, in London, Mr. John Emery, the celebrated 
actor, aged 45 years. Mr. Emery was a native of Sunderland, 
and was educated at Ecclesfield, in Yorkshire, where he doubtless 
acquired that knowledge of the dialect which obtained him so much 
celebrity. He may be said to have been born an actor, both T 
parents having followed that profession with some degree of pi 
vincial iame. In parts designedly written for him, he had no cum- 
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petitor; and T^ke (School of Reform) ami Giles (MUler'i Mui 
ID parts of whi(;h his acting was truly terrific and appalling, will 
long be remembered. Besides his histrionic powerS) lie waa an 
excellent niusitian, a poet, and a painter : his drawings of coast 
scenery particularly, being mucl) admired, and when olfered Cm i 
sale fetching high prices. 

IB22 (Juiif 25 /^-Robert Russell, of Newcastle, undertook I 
walk 101 mileE in twenty -four successive hours, and completed ll 
arduous task four minutes within the time. Tiie spot eliosen H 
this feat was the ground whereon George Wilson had exhibited 
This was Russell's first pedestrian essay. He afterwards walked'^ 
at Bdiiibuigh, and various other places. Numerous were the p 
destrians at this time (some walking backwards), of which to giv| 
a detail would be quite uninteresting. 

July. — A labourer who was employed winning stones in SIoIhI 
cross-field, in the estate of Tbrislin^ton, in the parish of Bisho|K 
Middleham, Durham, turned up with his pick-axe some broad 
time-stone Hags, scarcely 18 inches below the surface, and disco- 
vered lying beneath them a perfect human skeleton. On tlie right 
side, near the hip bone, lay the iron head apparently of a lance or 
javelin. This first discovery was on the higliest ground of the field. 
Another skeleton was found about 20yar^ to the north-west, with 
a smaller lance head, also of iron. Eight or nine other sepulclirei 
containing human bones, were afterwards opened at various dis- 
tances, but all apparently gathered round the crown of tlie field, 
where perhaps lay the chielwin of the race : in none of these were 
found any implement either of war or peace. The mode of sepul- 
ture was uniform and simple. The soil and marie, or sotl lime- 
stone, had been cleared away to the depth of about two feet, and 
the skeleton lay on the level marie. On each side a row of large 
round stones was arranged, and on these were supported broad 
flags of lime-stone, which covered the deposit. The distance and 
regularity of the graves seem to forbid the supposition of tlieir 
tenants having fallen in battle, but that it was the family burial- 
place of some early Saxon owner of the soil, before the conversion 
of his tribe to Christianity. In one deposit there were the remaiiii 
either of a female or a very young person ; in anotlier, tlie bones 
of a horse, and also some smaller animal, perhaps a dog, were found 
mingled with human remains. The graves were not dug east and 
•rest, but in various directions. The larger lance head measured 
nearly eight inches in length, and a little above one inch in diame- 
ter; the smaller, seven inolies by nearly one inch in diameter. 
The teeth of the two skeletons near which the lance heads were 
found were quite perfect. Some small portions of wood were ad- 
hering to the larger lance head. 

Jmy. — The owners of Helton colliery having occasion to make 
> reservoir fur water at the summit of \Varden Law, a hill of con- 
siderable altitude in the county of Durham, at tlte depth of ten 
feet, tlie workmen discovered un oak tree, which measured seventy 
fctt Iqm& throe feet in diameter at ooe end, aud two feet at the 
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■r. The branches extended thirty feet further, which made the 
whole length one hundred teeU The workmen bored down tea 
Teet furllier, and found nothing but wood, but it was not dug 
gut. A lai^e quantity of nuts and Dut-biuhei wai found, the 
fomier were *erj- perfect. About the same time, a* some quarry- , 
men were laying bare a quarry belonging to the same owners, they 
discovered a human skeleton about three feet below the surfacSt 
with an old'&shioned button and two breeches knee-bucUes, which 
had prxjiably been worn by the deceased. 

1822 (A*tg. GJ—Al a meeting of the Literaiy and Philo»opl)ical 
Society of Newcastle, it was agreed to purchase the celebrvted 
Wycliffe museum, late in tiie possession of Geoi^ Allan, csq^ of 
the Grange, which was to have been sold by public auction, but 
which had been purchased entire by private contract (for the pup- 
pose of offering to tlie society), by (>. T. Fox, esq^ of Westoe, and | 
aome other spirited individuals. The thanks of the society were , 
also voted to Mr. Fox, for the liberal manner in which he had ac- ' 
commodoted the society in the conditions of the purchase. The 
collection contains nearly a complete list of Britisli birds, more e 
pecially all the rarer kinds, with a very valuable selection ot' foreiga . 
birds, l<^ether with a curious collection of insects, shells, replilei) 
minerals, and a great variety of miscellaneous curiosities. The 
[K'eceding year Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, presented to this se> , 
ciety a very fine collection of insects made at the Cape of Good . 
Hope by C. Colcleugh, esq^ which Is so much the more uiteresting J 
to the entomologist, as it is understood to be complete. TheM j 
form a valuable addition to the beautiful collection Irora Demtrarti 
which had been presented to the society some time before by Ml" 
jor George Anderson, of Newcastle, and wliich were allcrwanb I 
scientifically arranged by G. T. Fox, esq. J 

AuffuttS. — A spermaceti wliale (a native of the South SeBS^'l 
came on shore on the Northumberland coast, near Crcsswelt. IM I 
length from the tail to the nose end was 63 feet. The oil (9 tooft I 
and 15S gallons) of this fish having become a matter of dispute 
between two great landholders, it was taken possession ot Mt 
behalf of the crown, by a special direction from the odnuraltjRt J 
September 16th, IH22. August 11th, being Sunday, and aveiy. | 
fine day, a great number of people went out to sea in steam-boat% I 
small boats, &c., expecting to see his majesty king George IV., 
his royal yacht, pass Tynemouth for Edinburgh : of this they weral 
dis^poioled, but many availed themselves of seeing this " kitiff tfi 
the tea," as it lay upon the beach. The village of Crcsswell wee \ 
crowded on this occasion. \ 

Auffuil 9. — Robert Peat, of Ravensworth, near Richmond, aged 1 
50 years, was executed in front of the county courts at Durhai^ J 

fiursuant to his sentence, for poisoning, by putting a quantity of ,\ 
audanum into the broth of a relation named Robert Peal, at Dar- ■j 
lington, from whom he hod stolen his will. 

Auffjut 13. — On the morning, after very tempestuous weather ■■ 
the wind blowing with greet violence from the W. S. W., and ft J 
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good deal of sea ^tting up, the commodore felt it his duty to ad- 
viat hia majesty King George IV. (then on his voyage to Scotland) 
to anchor lor shelter in Berwick ronde, which was accordingly done 
at 9 A. M^ the Royal Sovereign Yacht being in company. During 
the stay of the royal squadron in tlie roads, a loyal address from 
the inhabitants of Berwick was sent off, which was read to his 
majesty at the palace of Holyrood, and which was most graciously 
received. 

1822 (Aug. 30J. — His royal highness the duke of Sussex visited 
the city of Durham, where a Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge was 
held to receive him. A splendid procession took place, during 
which his royal highness was loudly cheered. He aflerwarda dined 
with the masons in their hall. On the following day his royal high- 
ness proceeded to Sunderland, by the river Wear, in company with 
Mr. Lambton, in that gentleman's barge, llie shins in the harbour 
were decorated with flags, and the people loudly cheered him. On 
entering the carriage that awaited his arrival, the populace took 
the horses out, and drew him to the house of A. Fcnwick, esq., 
where lie partook of a cold collation. Previous to leaving Sunder- 
land, his royal highness addressed tlie crowd, and thanked them 
for the kind reception with which they had honoured hitn. — 
September 2d, his royal highness honoured Newcastle with bit 
presence, in order to lay the foundation stone of the new building 
for the Literary and Philosophical Society in We stgate -street. At 
noon, bis royal highness, in Mr. l^ambton's carriage, drawn by six 
horses, accompanied by Lady Louisa Lambton, Mr. Lambton, and 
Mr. Stephenson, reached Gateshead toll-bar, his suite following ia 
otiier carriages, when the populace took out the horses, and drew 
the royal visitor down Gateshead, amidst the cheering of the mul- 
titude assembled on the occasion ; his royal highness returned 
their salutes with great affability. On the arrival of the cavalcade 
at Tyne Bridge, he was met by Alfred Hall, esq., sheriff of New- 
castle, accompanied by a number of gentlemen, who welcomed the 
royal visitor on his entrance into that ancient and loyal town, to 
which he made a suitable reply. A salute of 21 guns was at this 
time fired from the castle, whilst the bridge for some minutes ex- 
hibited one solid mass of carriages and people. Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and Cutlibert Ellison, esq., the members for the town (who 
bad accompanied the sheriff to pay their respects to his royal hi^i- 
ness), got up in front of the carriage to usher in the duke ; and 
Sir Matthew addressed the populace, insisting that the people of 
Newcastle should now have the honour of drawing his royal [iigh> 
ness, as he had passed tlie limits of the county of Durham. Tliia 
was immediately done, and they proceeded to the Mansion-house, 
when an address, previously voted to the noble duke by the cora- 
mon council, was read by the recorder, after which his royal high- 
ness was presented with the freedom of the town. The company 
then sat down to a cold collation. An especial Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free Masons of England was held at the Concert-room in 
the Bigg Market, Between one and two o'clock, the different 
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lodges, in their official bodges, accompanied by the insignia of their 
fraternitj, proceeded in grand procession to the Mansion-house, 
and marched thence to the site of the building, which it reached a 
litde before three o'clock. His royal highness took possession of a 
tbrooe prepared for him ; Sir M. W. Ridley, bart. sat on his right 
handy and J. G. Lambton, esq. on his letl. The masonic ceremony 
of lajring the stone then took place, amid the loud cheering of a 
ipreat assemblage of people, who had been admitted by tickets, and 
tor whose accommooation a secure scaffolding had been erected. 
A plate, with a suitable inscription, and an elegantly-cut glass vase 
^wnich was presented for that purpose by Mr. Joseph Price), con- 
taintng the coins of the reign of George IV., were deposited in a 
cavity in the stone. The large Assembly-room having been liber- 
ally mnted by the committee of proprietors for the accommodation 
of his royal highness, nearly three hundred gentlemen assembled 
in it to dinner, about five o clock, Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., in the 
diair. About nine o'clock, the duke took his leave, and proceeded 
with Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., to Blagdon. September 4th, his 
royal highness passed through Alnwick, on his way to Earl Grey's 
•eat at Howick. A great concourse of people assembled to receive 
the rojral visitor, and his carriage was drawn through the town by 
the populace, amid enthusiastic cheers, the waving of handkerchiefs, 
and the firing of cannon. His royal highness was very affable, and 
extremely pleased with the kind, nospitable, and enthusiastic recep- 
tion with which he had been greeted during his visit to the north. 
September 9th, his royal highness passed through Newcastle on 
his way to Raby castle, whither he arrived the same day, on a visit 
to the earl of Darlington. 

1822 fSepL \0). — Died at her house, in Union-street, New- 
castle, afier a short illness, Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, in her 63d year, 
printer and proprietor of the Netvcastle Chronicle^ by which event 
society suffered the loss of an upright and useful member; the 
place of her residence, an enlightened and indefatigable manager 
of several of its charitable institutions, particularly of the Lying-in 
Hospital; her fiunily, an affectionate and judicious parent; and an 
extensive circle, a most warm-hearted and active friend. Septem- 
ber 15th, 1822, a funeral sermon, on occasion of the lamented 
death of Mrs. Hodgson, was preached in Hanover-square chapel, 
by the Rev. William Turner. 

Sej^iember 23. — The first annual exhibition of the Northumber- 
land institution for the promotion of the fine arts, took place in the 
rooms which had been prepared for the purpose, by Mr. T. M. 
Richardson, in Brunswick-place, Newcastle, and many capital pic- 
tures firom artists of first rate talent were exposed to public view. 
This exhibition continued annually until the Northern Academy of 
Arts was built in Blackett-street. See June Wth^ 1828. 

jSsp^Sem^er 27.~Died at Low Famham, Northumberland, Mrs. 
Catherine Green, aged 102 years. 

October 9. — Died, at Cullercoats, near Tynemouth, William 
Mills, ag^d 101 years 

▼OL. II. X 
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ISHfOct-HJ. — In addition to the inconvenience arising from 
the strike of the keelmen on the Tyne, a number of Beamen proceed- 
ed from Shields up the river in boats, and took tlie crewg from some 
of the vessels which were loading at tlie spouts. The msyor, of 
Newcastle. Robert Bell, esq., proceeded down the river, in his 
barge, with a party of the volunteers and police, and took thirty- 
two of th^ rioters into custody, and carried them down to the Low 
Ljghts, at Shields, when thirty were put aboard the king's cutter. 
A mob assembled on the sands, and demanded the liberation of the 
prisoners, which was refused, and the riot act was read by a North- 
umberland magistrate, soon atlcr which the crowd dispersed. On 
the fbllowing day the prisoners were conveyed from the culler in 
carta, under a strong military guard to the Castle of Newcastle, to 
which place a number of refractory seamen, &c^ followed tlie pri- 
soners. Previous to their arrival, all the avenues leading to the 
castle were guarded by parties of the Northumberland and New- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and dismounted troop, to prevent the ad- 
misaioD of the anticipated crowd, and a powerful phalanx was 
placed in front of the castle gates. On the arrival of the party in 
the Castle-garth, the conduct of the mob was so outrageous, that , 
the riot act was read by the ri^ht worshipful the mayor, and twa 
of the ringleaders were taken into custody, one of h horn was re- 
cognized as having been very active at Shields, while the prisoners 
were conveyed from the cutter to the carts. A military guard re- 
mained all night at the castle. 

October 29. — Died, suddenly at his house, Villiers-street, Bishop- 
wearmoulh, aged 72 years, T. Collingwood, esq. M. D., member of 
the Medical Society, London ; Board of Agriculture, and several 
other learned institutions, many of which owe tlieir origin to him. 
Dr. Collingwood was bom at Bales' Cross, near Berwick, on the 7th 
of July, ITjl, and was lineally descended from Sir David Colling- 
wood, of Brandon, a branch of the ancient and renowned Colling- 
woods, of Northumberland. As an agriculturist and malheniBtician 
he ranked high ; his communications with the board on rural aSairs 
were much esteemed ; indeed, in a literary point of view, his pro- 
ductions were varied and numerous. iVledicine, poetry, agricul- 
ture, and even the drama, at times employed his pen. 

yovemheri — Half yearly statute hirings for farmers' servants 
were established in Sunderland, to be held on the first and second 
Saturdays in November, and the first and second Saturdays in May, 
ID every year. The first was held on the above day. 

y'avfmker 5. — A cattle-market was established in Sunderland, to 
be l>cld rorlaiglitly on the I'uesday. 

titr IS — The Helton coal company effeclod the first ship- 
cools nt their ncwty-erecied staiUt on the banks of the 
Mr Bt Sunderland. The wa^on-way, which extends over 
of right miles from the colliery to the river, and in its 
es Warden Law (one of the highest hills in this part of 
'), WW crowded with spectators to witnes.s the first 
' e powerful and ingenious machinery employed for 
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conveying the coal-waggons. Five of Mr. George Stephenson's 
patent travelling engines, two sixty horse power fixed reciprocating 
engines, and five self-acting inclined planes (all under the direction 
9i Mr. Robert Ste|^enson, the company's resident engineer) simul- 
taoeously performing their various and complicated offices, with a 
precision and exactness of the most simple machinery, exhibited a 
spectacle at once interesting to science, and encouraging to com- 
merce. After the business of the day, the owners of the colliery, 
with about fifty of their friends, dined at Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge 
imiy Bishopwearmouth. 

1822 ^ Abv.^.— This month, about a mile south of Whitburn, in 
&e county of Durham, the sand having been removed by the tide, 
the stumps of seven trees were seen at about one hundred yards in 
the sea, measuring from high-water mark. The largest was des- 
cribed as about six feet in diameter, and was clearly in the situa- 
tion in which it had grown. There was a considerable accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter round them, containing leaves, nuts, and 
broken pieces of branches ; next below this was a light blue clay, in 
which the trees appeared to have grown. 

December 10. — The beginning of this month, the keelmen of the 
Tyne resumed their labours, afler a suspension of about ten weeks, 
under alleged grievances which the coal owners had determined to 
resist. At periods during the stick they were very refractory, but 
by the vigilance of the navy and military employed, together with 
the prompt assistance of the magistracy, their turbulence was sup- 
pressed. The Swan cutter was moored on the south side of the 
river, opposite to Newcastle Quay, and fired her morning and even- 
ing gun. This was supposed to be the only instance of a ship of 
war having been so far up the Tyne since the rebellion in 1745-6, 
when troops were landed at Newcastle from king's ships. In con- 
sequence of the restoration of order, the mayor conveyed the thanks 
of the civil authorities, on the above day, to the officers, seamen, 
and marines of his majesty's ships the Egeria, Nimrod, and Swan, 
previous to their departure from the port, the acknowledgments of 
the civil authorities, and of the gentlemen interested in the coal 
trade were likewise conveyed to Lieut. Col. Holmes, 3d dragoon 
guards ; Lieut. Col. Brandling, of the Northumberland and New- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and the Hon. Captain Liddell, of the 
Ravensworth cavalry, for their services in support of the civil power, 
and the exemplary conduct of the troops under their command. 

December 25. — The new Presbyterian church, in Clavering- 
place, Newcastle (the Rev. James Pringle, mistor), was opened 
for divine service. The Rev. J. Mitchell, D. D. of Andersten, 
Glasgow, and the Rev. J. McGilchrist, of Dunse, officiated on the 
occasion, Mr. Pringle being absent on a missidn to Gibraltar. 

This year, a stone bridge, eighty feet in length, and twenty- 
eight feet in breadth, was built over Dipton-bum, in Northumber- 
land. This brook, after rains, was frequently very hazardous to pass. 

A neat stone edifice for a school-house, was this year, erected in 
the village of Newbum, by the duke of Northumberland. 
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1822. — This year, Bond-Btreet, now Prudhoe-street, in New* 
castlci was formeil. 

Carliol Tower, in Bridge- street, Newcastle, being part of th* 
town wall, was this year altered and repaired : — Robert Belt, &nit', 
John Pitt Scott, stewards. This is the meeting-house of the codm 
pany of free weavers. See January 2d, 17+6, vol. i. page 186. 

19'i'A (Jan.SJ. — Mr. Charlton, surgeon, ofWylam, having at* 
kte hour been called upon in haste to give his attendance at Oving^ 
ham, borrowed a spirited horse of a friend, that he might proceed 
with the least possible delay. He had not gone above half a mile, 
when he perceived his horse stumble, and be immediately threw 
himself from the saddle. It was fortunate he did so, for llie next 
instant his horse had fiillen down a prccipiece of nearly seventy 
feet, and, incredible as it may seem, the animal sustained no injury^ 
but immediately dashed into the Tyne. and swam to the opposite 
aide. Search was made after him, and hearing his master's voice^ 
he was heard to neigh even atross the water m token of recogni- 
tion, and was ultimately restored without either speck or blemish. 

January 4. — llie paper-mill of Mr. B. Ord, at ftloorsley Bank^ 
near Durham, took fire, owing to that part of the machinery whicli 
is called " The Devil" and is used in tearing rags, preparatory to 
their being converted into paper, having, from the great beat caus- 
ed by its rapid motion, become ignited. An old man named Miller, 
who was left in the care of the mill for the night, gave the alarm, 
and Mr. Ord and his workmen, who resided on the premises, har- 
ing been roused from their beds, proceeded to arrest the progreu 
of the flames, and, after considerable exertion, succeeded in getting 
the fire under, but not until considerable damage had been done. 
The old roan afterwards died of the injury he received by the ma- 
chinery in endeavouring to extinguish the fire before he gave the 

January 10. — A fire broke out in the dwelling-house of John 
Walker, esq„ at Westgate-hill, near Newcastle, by which the back 

Erts of the premises were entirely consumed. It originated in a 
Iging room, from the rushlight setting fire to the bed curtains. 
January II. — Died, in Newcastle, in the 70th year of his age, 
fiobcrt Doubleday, esi]., a most active and enlightened member of 
Mciety, For twenty-six years he filled the office of vice-president 
and chairman of the montlily meetings of the Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society of that town, and for nearly half a century dis- 
charged the duties of secretary to the Dispensary. He was, 
besides, secretary to the Fever Hospital, and the Lying-in charity, 
chairman of the committee of the Royal Jubilee School, and a di- 
rector of the Savings' Bank. His humane and liberal disposition 
rendered him zealous tn the discbarge of the duties of these oRicei, 
I Md anxious, by every means in his power, to promote the interest! 
' tS these several institutions. There is a fine portrait of Mr. 
I>oubIeday published by Mr. Chamley. 

January 17. — Died, in London, in his 72d year, George Ed- 
wards, esq., M. D., author of seyeral works on political economy. 
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Mr. Edwards i 
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1823 fJan 20J, — The workmen conmienced pulling down tbt \ 
MaitoK de Dieu, built in U12. over which waa the MerdiantoN 
Court, at the east eod of Ihe Guildhall, Newcastle, for the purpoM i 
of building a new hall for the company of Free Merchant!, and un* 1 
derneath a fiBli-markct. Besides being a great ornament to th* I 
east end of tiie Guildhall, it has removed a nuiiance (the fish etalli) ] 
from tlie Sandhill, and has also widened the entrance to the QuatTf ' 
which before was inconveniently narrow for the constant traffic iB 
that part. In digging for a foundation for the new building, part ^ 
of the foundation of the townVwall, which had extended along the 
Uuay, was removed by blastiog, in doing which, at the depth of 
about twelve feet from the surface, a mason's chisel was taken out 
of the centre of the old wall, and which must have remained there 
from its first building, which Hardinge attributes to William nufui, 
who began his reign in the year 1087, and ended it in the year 
1100. This chisel is in the possession of John Sykes. 

January 27.— Died, at his house, in Bedford-row, London, in 
ihe Htith year of his age, the celebrated Charles Hutton, LL. D., 
V. K. S., and for upwards of forty years professor of mathematics in 
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich. Dr. Hutton was born 
in Percy'Strcet, Newcastle. Like many others, he was entirely ■ 
self-taught mathematician. In the years 1755 and 1756, Charles 
Hutton (whose father was emploj'ed in the coUeries) worked as a 
hewer in Old Long Benton colliery, but a lameness in his arm, 
from an accident when young, rendering him untit fur so laborious 
an employment i he opened a school in the vilbgc of Jesmond, but 
at^rwards removing to Newcastle, he taught wiih great reputation 
till 177i{, when on the 29th of May that year he was appointed by 
the Board of Ordnance to the professorship of mathematics in tlie 
Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, in the room of Mr. Cowley, 
superannuated. He was elected from a number of candidates, after 
a strict examination of several days. The following year Mr- 
Hutton was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, In 1770 he 
published in Newcastle, his " Treatise on MeniKTotion, 4to., dedi- 
cated to his grace the duke of Northumberland. The celebrated 
Mr. Thomas Bewick, then an apprentice to Mr. Beilby, commenced 
his career as a wood-engraver, by engraving the mathematical 
diagrfuns for this work. His publications were very numerous, and 
have nearly idl become standard works in the mathematical semi- 
naries. The beautiful marble bust of him, executed by Gahagan, 
and which had been presented to himself, September 21st, 1832. 
by a committee of the subscribers, he bequeathed to the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. Afler the expenses of the 
bust were paid, a considerable surplus remained on hand, with this 
the committee agreed to engrave a die for striking oS' medals (one 
of which to be given in a case to each subscriber), to contain on 
the obtvrie the head of Dr. Hutton in profile, with an appropriate 
n the ratwse, emblems of two philosophical discoveries by 
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him ; the one on tbe density of the earth, and the other od tha 
exact force or strength of gunpowder, with an appropriate motto.— 
Mrs. Hutton died at Jesmond, near Newcastle, May SCth, 1785. 

16S3 (Jan. and Feb. J. — Northumberland and Durham were vU 
■ited by a dreadful anoir Btorin, which, drifting into immense heaps, 
prevented the ordinary intercourse of busincBs, as travelling in any 
shape was impracticable. The various stage coaches were of courstt' 
detained at Newcastle. For a whole week, the north and weat 
mails neither reached nor were despatched from that town. On 
Gateshead -fell the snow was so drifted, as in one place to be levti 
with the top of a two-story house, and here the guard of the Lou' 
don mail must have perished, but for the timely assistance of soma 
pitmen, who brought forward the letter bags on their backs. So 
great was the fall of snow north of Newcastle, that the mail coach 
cot so completely fixed in it, near Swarland, that it was obliged to 
Be abandoned, afler which, it was so rapidly covered with snow, 
and so buried, as to leave no trace of the place where it was, until 
after many days' thaw, when the top became visible. Tlie west 
turnpike, near Newcastle, was also completely drifted up, and when 
. cut through, exhibited a very singular appearance, as the «noto dylu 
' atood in many places twelve and fourteen feet high. Newcastle, 
' an some of the market days during this snow blockade, exhibited 
no greater bustle than on the ordinary days. On one day during 
'' the storm, the mails were despatched to the north on thirteen 
■addle horses, the novelty of which excited considerable interetU 
Travellers were detained at many country places till all the provi- 
■ions at tbe inns were exhausted. Sir Carnaby Haggerston, borU, 
hospitably entertained a large party of strangers in this predica- 
ment, at his seat at I-Iaggerston, in Northumberland. Great damage 
was done to the shipping, many being wrecked near Bamborough. 
At Durham the snow began to fall, January 11th, accompanied by 
I dense fug. On tbe 2Uth, some signs of a change appeared, and 
on the 'i9\)\, the ice on the river Wear began to give way, but on 
fiaturday the Stst, another heavy fall of snow commenced, and 
' continued almost incessantly for three days. The roads in every 
direction were entirely blown up, and from Sunday, I'ebruary Sd, 
till the following Sunday, neither the mail nor any of the other 
coaches reached Durham, either from the north or the soutlt. The 
London mail reached Darlington regularly, and liusliyford with 
le difficulty, from thence the bags were forwarded on horseback. 
I February 2d, the Highflyer and Telegraph stuck fast in the drift 
['«n the height of Butcher- Race, and on Friday the Ttli, the mail 
' and another coach were stopped at the same place ; ten horses were 
i applied to the mail in vain, and within hiilf an hour after, both 
[ lioaches were completely covered by a snow wreath, and remained 
ir two days. On Sunday, February tlie 9th, the mail from the 
PtCouth arrived in Durham, drawn by six horses, and the same day 
! north mail, which had been detained in Durham for a week, 
I Mfiched Newcastle with great difficulty. The storm, which con- 
■ trinned for ^wul six wc-eka, was far more severe than that of 1814^ 
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1823 (FA. 2J Died, in St. Nicholas' poor-house, in Newcas- 
tle, Mr. James Ildsrton, aged 100 years. 

Febrtatry 12 — At three o'clock on the morning, a 6re broke out 
in the lead manuractory of Locke, QIackett, and Co., in Gallowgate, 
Newcastle, which at first had a very alarming appearance \ but by i 
the assistance of the engines of the Newcastle Fire-olfice, and tliose 
from the barracks, it was got under before six o'clock. The fire 
was confined to the red-lead house, where it commenced, the roof 
of which was burnt off, and two other roots slightly injured. 

Fehmary 19. — A most melancholy accident occurred in the 
Theatre-royal, Newcastle. The piece of " Tom and Jerry," which 
had been the source of great attraction, had proceeded towards the 
second scene of the first act, when it was discovered that some gas 
had escaped from a pipe in tlic lower tier of boxes, which soon be- 
came more obvious by smoke and flame penetrating through the 
crevices into the gallery. Tlie fire was almost instantly extin- , 
guishcd ; but tlie cries of " Fire, fire — save your lives !" produced 
EG great an alarm, that all attempts to inspire confidence, or dissi- , 
pate apprehensions of danger, were unavailing. Mr. De Camn, the , 
manager, did every thing in his power lo prevent the dreadful con- 
sequences which ensued, and it must be admitted that the calamity 
would have been more deplorable but for his exertions. The peo- 
ple rushed to the stairs, and before the check-taker could open the < 
second barrier downwards, the space was completely blocked up- 
The shrieks of women, and the agonizing cries of the suffering and 
I helpless, were truly heart-rending. Some were trampled to death, \ 
snd others died trom suifocation. The following is a list of those i 
who actually perished : — Mrs. Robson, wife of Mr. Riddcll Robson, \ 
builder, Westgate-etreet ; Mary Johnson, aged 16 years, milliner, , 
of the Manor-chare ; Isabella Parkinson, aged II years, adopted' , 
diild of Mr*. Green, Pilgrim-street; Thomas Handyside, aged SO i 
years, son of Mr. Cuthbert Handyside, bookbinder ; and John Jona- ' 
than Wilkinson, son of Mr. Wilkinson, veterinary surgeon, Pilgrii 
street, all of Newcastle. Dorothy Heaton, aged IT years, daughter ' 
of Mr. George Heaton, tailor; and Mr. John Edwards, both of ' 
Gateshead. The check-taker had opened the upper barrier, and 
in his endeavours to open the second, as above stated, was thrown 
down the stairs. It was thought fortunate that he did not succeed) i 
or the mischief would have been more dreadful, by a large body i 
of people being dashed down the steep stairs below the barrier.^! 
Besides the seven persons killed, numbers were seriously bruised T 
and injured. Mrs. Robson was killed in the arms of her husband) | 
who was himself much hurt. 

;/V6. 20;.— Died, al 
He was bom at Whitby, and was one of the early li 
celebrated Captain Cook, ihat enterprising and ill-fated mariner. J 
Possessed of a very active and intelligent mind, he projected and I 
assisted in placing many of the floating lights on the British coasts I 
particularly tliose on Hasboro' Gat, the Godwin and Sunk San^ j 
He was the author of " Inttructiong for Marinen r 
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Management i^ Shipi at Single Anchor, Sfc." a very useful work 
and which has gone through several editions. Mr. Tajiloi 
gave to the pubhc his own life, under the title of " Memoirt ofth 
principal Events in the Life of Henry Taylor, of North Shield 
Hvo, 1B11> This " Sailori' JFriend," like most great geniuses, n 
often neglected, and it was not till late in life tliat he received a 
perioanent reward from the Trinity-house, London. The corpora^V 
tion of Newcastle presented him with an hundred pounds, i 
Trinitv-house of the came place with fifty pounds. He dii 
versally respected, and being a member of the ISociety of Friendtr J 
he was interred at their burial-ground at North Shields; numbr~ 
of Friends and shipowners attended his remains to the grave. 

FAmary 21. — An explosion of inflammable air took place 
OuGtOQ colliery, near Chester- le-street, by which four men wec*| 
killed, Wid two severely burnU 

March 3. — A moat violent gale of wind was experienced lal 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which damaged many roofs of ■ 
houses, and blew down chimneys ; trees were also torn up by tbt W 
roots. Three of the vanes on the small pinnacles of Sl NichoW 1 
church steeple were blown down, and part of tlie fine but decayed 
tracery in the large Gothic window, in the north transept of that 
thurch, was blown out. Tlie four pinnacles of tlie new church at 
Heworth were blown off, and two of them passed through tlie roof. 
At North Shields, the family of Dr. Oxiey were thrown into great 
alarm by a stack of chimneys falling through the skylight, and 
breaking in the floors. Happily no injury was sustained. 

March 20. — A most splendid fancy dress ball and supper wu 
given by the gentlemen bachelors of Newcastle (17) to the ladiei 
and gentlemen iu that town and neighbourhood, which tcok place 
at the Assembly- rooms, when 467 ladies and gentlemen, attired in 
all the splendour, brilliancy, and variety, that taste could devise 
or money purchase, crowded the suite of apartments. The assem- 
blage presented a view of all the dresses of Europe, ancient and 
njoJern, and of many of those of the other quarters of ilie globe. 
So splendid an entertainment was never before seen in New- 
castle. 

1823 (April 2^.— Workmen began to pull down the north part of 
the gaol of Newgate, one of tlie gates of the town's wall, Newcastle) 
and OD tlie lOth, the stone statue of King James 1., whicli stood 
over the north entrance, was removed from its stand, and conveyed 
to the castle : it was much broken in its removal. Newgate, which 
appears to liave been built upon the site of an older one called 
Berwick-gate, had been the common gaol of Newcastle since the 
year 1400, when that town was made a county of itself, and took 
custody of its own prisoners. See May S3</, 1400, vol. i.pafft&S. 
The additional wings or flanks on each side of the south front of 
this structure were added, the one in the year 1702, William Uam- 
iay, esq. mayor, William Boutflowcr, escj. sheriff; tlic other in tlie 
year 170G, bir Ralph Carr, mayor, William Ellison, esq., sheriff. — 
On the pulling down of Newgate, the felons belonging to 



Newcastle were confined in the cells of the County Courts, and the 
debtors in the Castle, until the completion of the new prisons in 
Carltot-street. 




The above wood cut ehews the south ftont of Newgate, with the 
guard-house adjoining its west wing, and the footway which was 
opened through the town's wall, on the east side, in the year 1766, 
for the convenience of the public. The gaoler's house stood oppo- 
site to the east end. June 1823. the east wing was commenced 
being pulled down, which was followed by the removal of the west 
wing. The old building being then isolated, it presented the ap- 
pearance as shewn in the following wood cut. 
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In tiiis state it remained until September ISth, when it was c(. 
Rieuced being pulled down. During the demoUtion, several large ' 
cannon bolls were found deep sunk in the wall. These had been 1 
fired during the siege by llie Scots. Parts of the walls were so J 
firm that ther had to be blasted with gunpowder, whilst other parts 1 
exhibited a neap of ruins. The portcullis, which remained here , 




until the fina! demolition of the gate, was the last exirting arw In 
Newcastle. ' It was of oak. the spikes shod with iron. Altogether 
it was of a tremendous weight. It was suspended in a groove, with 
the spikes reaching below the top of the arch of the gateway ; the 
centre spikes had been sawn away, to correspond with the arch. • 
It is DOW at Blagdon. That t))is gateway had been dangerous, and 
inconveniently narrow for the traffic of the town, is shewn by the 
following serious accidents: — November 10th, 1776, in the even- 
ing, two chaises met in the passage under Newgate, and, being 
very dark, ran foul of each other, when the pole of that coming 
into town, struck the neer horse's breast in the other, and wounded 
him so much that he died soon after from the effusion of blood, 
though not before he bed run four miles, when he dropped down 
dead under the driver, who had not discovered the bleeding. — 
April 8th, 1797, as a loaded cart was passing through Newgate, it 
was met by a wa^^n, which together so completely choaked up 
the road, that an amiable young man of the name of Russell, son 
of Mr. John Russell, Morpeth carrier, going through at the same 
time, was unfortunately jammed against the wall with such vio- 
lence, that he expired soon after, lliese shew the necessity of i» , 
removal, though a Jen tf esprit or two were written at the timet ' 
urging the neceasity (in aa antiquarian point of view) of its beii^ J 
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suffered to remain. For the t^tpearanct of the original north front 
of thit itrueture, r^ier the wings 'and additional north bntlding 
trere ranortd, see vol. i. page 16. 

18?3 CMajf M0>.— The foundation stone of a United Secession 
cburcli was laid in Carliol -street, Newcastle, by the Rev. Mr. Gil- 
Ian, who addressed the audience previous to tlie stone being depo- 
sited, and concluded the ceremony with an impressive prayer. — 
December 25th, 1823, it was opened for divine worship with three 
excellent discourses, by the Rev. J. Harper, of Leith, and the 
Rev. R. Hunter, of Carlisle, when collections to the amount of 
£22. 6s. lOd. were made in aid of the funds. 

May. — Tlie Society of Arts presented the large silver medal to 
Mr. Hcfiry Marshall, of Newcastle, for his iniiTroved melting pots 
for brass-founders and steel-makers. 

June +. — The ceremony of laying the foundation slone of a new 
gaol and house of correction in CaHiol-atreet, Newcastle, look place 
at two o'clock in the afternoon. Robert Bell, esq., mayor, preced- 
ed by the regalia of the corporation, and accompanied by tlie re- 
corder, aldermen, and sheriff, and the commissioners representing 
the four parishes, viz. -. — Mr. William Coates and Mr. Francis 
Ewart, for St. Nicholas'; Mr. Thomaa Miloer and Mr, William 
Brownsword Proctor, for All Saints' ; Mr. Geoc^ Anderson, for 
St. John's ; and Mr, Thomas Mackford, and Mr. Thomas Graham, 
for St. Andrews', went in procession from the Guildhall to the site 
«f the building ; a glass vase containing all the coins struck during 
the reign of his majesty George IV., was deposited in a cavity of 
the stone, by William Boyd, esq,, the treasurer to the commis- 
sioners, after which, a brass plate, bearing an appropriate inscrip- 
tion, was inserted. The mayor then proceeded to lay the stone 
with a silver trowel, which he afterwards presented to Mr. John 
Dobson, the architect. He then addressed the concourse of spec- 
tators with great energy, in language befitting the occasion ; this 
was received with nine hearty cheers, and the completion of the 
ceremony was announced by the dischai^ of the artillerv from the 
castle, and the ringing of the bells of the several churches. The 
mayor afterwards entertained the magistrates and the commis- 
sioners at the Mansion-house. 

The beginning of this year, Carliol -street was commenc-ed 
building. Previous to this it was a field called " 7^ Carliol 
CrqfL" 

June +,— The foundation stone of a new (juay or pier was laid, 
connecting the eastern end of the Low-street of North Shields, 
with the ancient bridge over the Pow Burn, at the Low Lights, 
The ceremony of laying the stone was numerously attended, and 
afterwards a large company dined at Mr. Peascod's, the White 
Swan inn. TJic carriage road along this quay was named the 
Union -way. 

June 16, — Whilst some workmen were digging in the ruins of 
the ancient dormitories of Tyneraoutli Priory, overlooking Prior's 
""" — i_f?r ^^ purpose of making a receptacle for gunpowder, a 
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&t atone was turned up, which had besn placed with the letteri >. 
downwards, as if it had been wrought into the structure a second i 
time. A part of the stone was broken oiFat each end, and the letters ' 
lost : those remaining were alrooBt illegible. Another stone, which 
looked like the upper end of a hoodstone (or fire-place hudstone), 
had some rude carvings, or ornamental scrolls round the semicircu- 
tar end, and what may have been the front. Pieces of small round 
ind parts of stones belonging to groin work, were also 
^ turned up amongst the cement of these ancient walls. The half- > 

moon battery, erected during the great rebellion, is within a tew 
I yards of this place. 

I 1823 (June 19^. — A most melancholy accident happened at 

I Walker colliery, near Newcastle. An air-course having to be opened, 

r tome workmen were set to open an old ehafi, which had been tilled 

up for 25 years. Tlie length of lime it had been filled up, induced a 

belief that the earth, &c., filling it, had become firmly united to the , 

aides, and in consequence, the under-viewer and five other men un- 

fbrtuoately proceeded to remove the earth trom the bottom of the,' 

■haft, at the same time that others were working at the top of it. 

They had not worked long, when the whole mass slid down, and 

. buried them under it. Men were immediately set to work to dig 

> tiiem out, when they were found in a shuckiagly mangled state ul 

I quite dead. 

June 21. — About two o'clock on the morning, the brass foundry 
of Messrs. Jobson and Brunting, in Forth-street, Newcastle, 
the adjoining nail-factory of Flintoff and Co., were discovered t( 
\ on fire, which, by great 
jury than was expected. 



ixtinguished with less in- ' 



June. — This month, a very curi- 
ous urn of pottery ware was disco- 
vered by some workmen employed 
by Mr. John Grey, of Millfield 
Hill, in Northumberland, in remov- 
ing a mass of large stones that had 
obstructed the ploughing of a field. 
'k The um was set upon a flat stone 
I about four feet below the surfacet 
and surrounded by sod alluvial soil) 
a large flat sandstone was carefully 
I placed over it ; and above all, an 
accumulation of whinstones, some 
of them of a size inconvenient to 
ove, to the extent of from 80 
to 100 cart loads. The urn con- 
tained a quantity of sofl dust or 
owder, of a brown colour, and many sm^ pieces of bones that 
ad not been completely consumed by fire. Those of the head 
'ere the most entire, especially parts of tlie skull and jaw bones, 
I which, although the teeth were gone, the sockets that had 
' tfaeiDi remained as reguler as the cells Id a boncy 
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comb. From the size of the tumulus, and the pains with whidk 
the ashes had been deposited in it, there is little reason to doubt 
that they were the remains of some person of distinction in his day 
and generation. Annexed is an exact wood cut, by ttie late Mr. 
Thomas Bewick, of this urn, from a drawing by Mrs. Grey. 

182S fJuly 9J. — A large, commodious, and eleeant building, 
erected by the Society of Friends, at the head of Nile-street, Sun- 
derland, was opened for public worship, by a large concourse of 
strangers attending irom various parts of the country. 

\ ^w/y 11,— Died, in Old Elvet, in the city of Durham, aged9&,| 
years, Mr. James Brown, commonly called the Durham Pott^,^ 
Mr. B., who was a native of Scotland, lived many years in tha j 

I Side, Newcastle, at which time he was a rigid Buchanite, and used 
often tc relate tliat he, with several others of the same |)ersuaEion, 

f fasted forty days and forty nights, according to the dictates of Mrs- 
Elizabeth Buchan, the leader of that sect In answer to a question 
how he sustained the cravings of the appetite during that long ,_ 
period, he replied, in the presence of the writer, that *' they took n» if 
sustenance whatever, only they set on to the fire a great pot, in J 
in which they boiled water, then stirred into it oatmeal, and suppedi J 
that" ! 1 1 Mr. B. followed the business of a tailor; and when iMn 
Newcastle, used to attend the fairs in that neighbourhood wiibj, J 
clothes made up for that purpose. Here his first wife died ; aflac,, 1 
which he married an old lady, not devoid of eccentricities, but pai> ' I 

Iaessed of some property in Durham, on which account he removed . 1 
to that city to reside. Whilst in Newcastle about forty yeaii.^ 
ago, he supposed himself the Poet Laureat of that town, and uset^^ 
frequently to recite his effusions, which possessed " nor rhyme nouj 
reason." Not long before his death he called upon the writer, aiid>.j 
I told him that lie liad sunk some money upon a liberal life-interea^ | 
I at the same time remarking that the party was taken in, as b* 1 
would nerer die. During Mr. Lambton's contest, in the year 1830k I 
I a number of copies of a pamphlet entitled " A Sublime EpistlCi I 
l' Poetic and Politic," and oilier electioneering squibs, pretending to I 
I be written " by James Brown, P. L.," with a portrait, were sent Uy. \ 
I him anonymously; these, aller printing an explanatory addreM I 
j upon the back of the title page, he turned to his own emolument- J 
by selling them. Mr. B. was the author of various pamphlets, sudfc \ 
as Poetry, Scriptural Hieroglyphic*, &c. The lost which he lai^ I 
I before the public was a collection of doggrel poetry printed in Nei^* I 
castle, by Preston and Heaton in 1820, to which was prefixed W I 
L portrait of himself, sounding a trumpet to alarm sinners ; it is > i 
F whole length cut in wood by Mr. Bewick, witti curious verses tt I 
top and bottom. This eccentric character was very susceptible of 1 
'l flattery ; and various were the letters, &c., eulogising his abilitieift i 

which he received, purporting to come from the emperor of Mo* 

li rocco, emperor of Russia, king of England, &c., &c., all which ha 

believed to be genuine. These he used to carry about his person^ 

£jently exhibit to his friends, to the no small amusement^ 
who were the authors. The last time the writer saw thj^ 
^ 
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original charatter in Newcastle, he was shewn r letter, to which wa» 
appended a lump of bod coloured seeling wax, having upon it an ud- 
flieaning impression, this he was fully persuaded was from the Grand 
\ Turk 1 Mr, Brown was latterly a follower of Johanna SoulhcotU 
■ Anmediately after writing the above memoir (for the first edition), 
L'ft'potice of Mrs. Brown's death appeared in the Newcastle Chro- 
[ Idcle of JiUy Sd, 1824, as follows :^June 27tli. died, in Gitligate, 
I .fthirham, aged 80, Sarah, widow of the late James Brown, com- 
1 tnonly called the Durham Poet, a most singular woman. She 
J was in her religion, like her eccentric husbami, a follower of Jo- 
^ Iw&na Southcott, and protended to have had numerous viBions con- 
ing a future state, all of which she firmly believed. 
' 1828 {July 26;.— Grace Griffin was executed at Berwick, pur- 
liiant to her sentence, for the murder of her husband, John Griffin. 
' An immense crowd of spectators assembled, as there had not been 
I an execution there since May 10th, 1758, when Margaret Drydoo 
i executed at Berwick for the murder of her bastard child, 
I which she confessed, admitted the justice of her sentence, and died 
r very penitent. 

jMt/ 29. — The cordwainers of Newcastle, celebrated the festivd 

rf St. Crispin, by holding a coronation of their patron saint, and 

I afterwards walking in procession through several streets of that 

town. The coronation took place in the court of the Peace and 

Unity Hospital, at the Westgate, at eleven o'clock, and soon after 

twelve, the procession moved forward through the principle streela 

[. af that town and Gateshead, and finally halted at the sign of the 

Villhancellor's Head, in Newgate-etreet, where the members of the 

" ftade partook of a dinner provided for the occasion, A great 

aumber of people assembled to witness the procession, as there" 

bad not been a similar exhibition since the year 1780. As it hai 

BOt been revived since 182!), it is hoped that this sitly ckildish 

faradc is now laid dormant for ever, 

August 12. — Died, in Gateshead poor house, Mary Robson, aged 



S years. 



Two 






before she l 



iderwent a. 
laving been i 



iputation of her 

n fortunately run 



, at the Infirmary, Newcastle, 
«Wer by a coal waggon. 

This month, a human skull and some bones, much in decay, 
were dug up by the side of r'ulwell-hill, near Sunderland. Many 
■Otions were fought here with the Danish invaders in the 9th cen- 
tury, and in the civil wars the king's forces lay at Newcastle, and 
Cromwell's at Sunderland, when sharp rencounters took place in 
this neighbourhood. A gigantic skeleton was dug up here in 
}lfarch, 1758. See vol. i. pagt S&1. 

September 1 Died, at Whitton, near Rothbury, Isabella Bur 

^ed 103 years. 

'September IS— The inhabitants of Newcastle and Gateshead i 
Were gratified with a novel and interesting speclacle, in a procea^ 
■ion through the principal streets, of the workmen employed in 
aeveral of the glass-houses in that and the neighbouring towns, 
[ fdteb bearing in his hand a specimen of the art, remarkable eithei^ J 
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for iu curious construction or its beauty and elegance. Tlie morn- 
ing was ushered in with the ringing of bells, and notice of tlie in- 
tended proceMion having been previously circulated, numbers of 
people crowded the streets to witness the pleasing spectacle. The 
yard at the Skinner's burn, belonging to Messrs. Clayton, was the 
place appointed for the assembling of those who had to form the 
procession. Here having been marshaUed in due order, a little 
after twelve o'clock it moved forward along the Close, amid the 
cheer^i of the assembled multitude, the firing of cannon, and the 
ringing of bells. It was preceded by the band of the Tyne Hus- 
sars, and was composed of tiie workmen of the Northumberland, 
the South Shields, the Wear (Sunderland), the Durham and Bri- 
tish (Gateshead), the Stourbridge (Gateshead), and the North 
Shields glass companies, arranged according to the seniority of 
their respective houses, each of wliich was distinguished by appro- 
priate flags. The sky was clear, and the rays of the sun falling 
upon the glittering column, gave it a richness and grandeur in ap- 
pearance that defy description. The hat of almost every person 
in It was decorated with a glass feather, whilst a glass star sparkled 
on their breasts, and a chain or collar of variegated glass hung 
roDnd the neck ; some of them also wore sashes round their waist. 
Each man carried in his hand a staff, on a cross piece on the lop 
of which was displayed one or more curious or beautiful specimens 
of their art. As these were thus carried above the heads of the 
crowd, a full view of them was afforded to every one, and the pro- 
cession was relieved from the inconvenience which might otherwise 
have been experienced from the populace crowding round it to 
obtain a sight of the different vessels. These consisted not only 
of a profusion of decanters, glasses, goblets, jugs, bowls, dishes, &c. 
which may be called the staple articles of the trade, and which 
exhibited an endless variety of elegant shape and exquisite work- 
manship, but also of several others, remarkable either for their 
grandeur and excellence of work, or for the curious nature of their 
construction ; amongst the latter were two elegant bird cages, con- 
taining birds, which sang at periods during the procession ; a salute 
was tired several times Troih a fort mounted witli glass cannon, to 
the astonishment of tlie spectators ; and a glass bugle, which 
sounded the halts and played several marches, was also much ad* 
mired for its sweetness and correctness of tone. Several elegant 
specimens of stained glass were exhibited, and many of the men 
wore glaM hats and carried glass sworils. When the procession 
arrived at the Mansion-house it halted, when a salute was tired 
from the glass cannon ; the procession theh moved fontard, pass- 
ing along the bridge to Gat^ead, and up the streets of that town 
as far OS Mr. Price's house ; it then returned and paraded through 
the principal streets of Newcjutle, and finally halted at Mr. Thomas 
Heron'st the Cock inn, at the head of" the Side, where the men 
belonging to four of the houses were to dine. Here the brittle 
fort fired a salute, as it had done several times before. The men 
of the two remaining honsei then proceeded to thetr respective 
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plKcea of entertainment, one to Mra. Wallace's, Nag's Heftdi foot 
of the Butchers' Bank, the other to Mr. Methuen's, Gateshead. — 
Exhibitions of this bind are highly commendable, not being a mere 
wnmetmitiff ihetc calculated for caricature, but exhibiting to public 
view some of the Anest efforts of human industry and genius. 

1»83 (SepL 26/— Died, at Hedston Link House, near Wark- 
worth, Mrs. Jane Young, aged 103 years. 

October 33.— Died, at West Thirston, near Felton, Northumber- 
land, Mr. Charles Gibson. Without any previous indisposition, he 
dropped down at his own door, and instantly expired. In early 
life he learnt the trade of a linen-weaver, in which he was very 
proficient ; but taking a dislike to the business, he gave it up, ana, 
without any instruction whatever, commenced making musical in- 
struments, such as small pipes, large bagpipes, violins, clarionets, 
&c He also made telescopes, which he completed with admirable 
dexterity; and the late Dr. Herscliel, the astronomer, did him the 
honour to inspect and purchase some of his making. 
I i Oclolier 31. — Died, m Gateshead poor-house, Jane Downie, aged 
^'100 years. 

November 2. — A fire was discovered, about four o'clock on the 

morning, in the tallow -melting and candle-making house and loft 

L «f Mr. Caleb Wilson, in Walton-lane, Sunderland. The devouring 

B^element raged with great fiiry for about two hours, when, by the 

^prompt exertions of Mr. Thomas Cook, the engine-keeper, and the 

^fesdy assistance of the inhabitants in general, the (ire was got un- 

^^ider, but not until that part of Mr. Wilson's extensive range of 

jirBrehouses was entirely burnt down, and about half of the stock, 

:. therein destroyed. 

November 3. — A dreadful explosion of inflammable air took place 

' in the Plain Pit of Uainton colliery, in the parish of Houghton- 

-le-spring, Durham, belonging to the marquis of Londonderry, when 

C ■fifty-three men and boys perished, and several others were dread' 

r'Ailly hurt, two of whom afterwards died ; twelve horses were also 

' -killed. A little before eight o'clock, one of the overmen, and soon 

I 4lfier, one of the workmen, descended the pit, and succeeded in 

Z 4>ringing several of the sufferers to bank ; and in the course of the 

I morning the bodies of all who had perished were brought up, with 

■ •the exception of four, who were in the more distant parts of the 

Tfluine. The bodies presented a most shocking spectacle, being much 

f ibumt, and many of them very much mutilated. 

December 1. — Died, in Alnwick, Miss Hindmarsh, aged 25 years. 
'She was the author of the " Cat-e of Hoanga, a Tongean Tradi- 
P*liDn, and other Poems" published at Alnwick, her native town, in 
NI8I8. Tliis young lady poBsessed considerable literary talents, 
I iliaving, at the early age of fifteen, written several of the miscella- 
I «eous pieces which compose the above volume. 

Detxmber B, — Part of the splendid collection of books, belonging 
I John Trotter Brockett, esq., of Newcastle, were commenced 
•lling by auction, in London, by Mr. Sotheby. The books, in 
', were in fine condition, and brought great pric£>. Tbs 
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foltowii^ are the moat particular local works, wilti llieir prices : — 
Allan's Collection relating to Shcrbum Hospital, £1. it. ; AIInn'« 
Collection of Tracts, £52. lOf. ; Darlington Pamphlet, or. County 
of Durham Intelligencer, £6. 18<. ; Collection of Pamphlets respect- 
ing the Durham Magistracy, £3. 9t. ; Brewster's History of Stock- 
ton. £1. 6<.; Kev. John Brand's Catalogue, £1. 14«, ; Brockett's 
Catalt^ue of Coins, £1. 4«. ; Rltson's Catalogue, £2. 5s. ; Adain- 
son's Ijfe of Cainoens, £1. 1 U. 6d. ; Tittle-tattle Mongers, £4. 5«.; 
Glossary of North Country Words, compiled by Mr, Brockett, MS., 
£8. 8«. [This has since been published by Mr. Brockett, and has 

Sne throug:h two editions.] Hilton's Titus in Sandgate, 13r. ; 
onesto Wjllo, a Cant, £1. 8«. ^ Newcastle Custom-house Garland, 
£3. it. : Long Pack, on parchmeDt, 7>. ; Collection of Old Ballads 
and Penny Histories, collected by William Garret, 8 lols. £ 10. lOt. ; 
Rosby's Lay of the Reedwater Minstrel, lit. ; Hutchinson's Nor- 
thumberland, 2 vols,, £6. 7s. Gd.; Horsley's Britannia Roniana, 
£17. 6s. 6d. : Gardiner's England's Grievance Discovered, in rela- 
tion to the Coal Trade (original copy), £20. 9*. 6rf. ; Bewick's 
Works (37 lots), £163. 18*. 6d.; Grey's Chorograpliia (original), 
£5. 7». Gd. ; Bourne's History of New-castle, large paper, £5t. 1 2j. 
There are only three copies of Bourne's History, on large paper, 
known to be in existence, one of which is in the possession of Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq. of Newcastle. See an account of Mr. Bourne and 
kit Uiitory, Febrwiry l&lh, 173S, rol. i.page 148. 

1823 (Dee. 10>.— Soon after eleven o'clock at night, a fire broke 
out in the engine-house of the saw-mill belonging to Messrs. Brown 
and Sod, carpenters, at the head of Northumberland -street, New- 
castle, and the wind blowing strong at the time, the fire raged with 
such fury, that before any engines arrived, the house and machinery 
were entirely destroyed. By the force of the wind, the sparks 
were carried into the adjoining stack yard of Mr. Ljuc, and untbr- 
tunatcly communicated to one of the stacks, which was soon in an 
entire blaze. By the arrival of the engines, and the exertions oi 
the assistants, the other stacks were preserved. Part of llie range 
of work sheds belonging to Mr, Brown were pulled down, to nre> 
vent the fire from spreading ; but fortunately the flames reaclied 
no part of tliem, or of tlie great stock of timber lying about. How 
the fire originated was not known ; when first discovered, it had 
attained no great height, but, from the injudicious bursting open of 
the doors, the wind soon raised the flames to such an ungovernable 
height, that in less than an hour, tho whole building and machinery 
were destroyed. 

Deeendier Id. — There was an extraordinary parade of the 
Northumberland and NewcuBtte volunteer cavalry, on the town- 
moor, Newcastle, for the purpose of presenting their worthy com- 
mander, Lieut.-Col. Brandling, M. P., of Gosforth House, with a 
magnificent gold vase, unanimously voted tobjm by the individuals 
of that regiment. It was presented by Major Sir Ciiarles Loraine, 
bart., who addressed the colonel in a very appropriate speech, to 
which the colonel made an eloquent re^y. At tlie cuncluiiou of tlie 
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MHAah ifaMv were loud cheerings, which lasted some minutes. 
"ftifta^Mficcat present is a copy of the celebrated Warwick vase, 
%Bit. >» ll«TcuUneuin, and now in the possession of the earl of 
IttiMii^ With the pedestal, it is 19 inches in height, and will 
qoMHft ibout eight quarts. The weight is upwards of SOO ounces, 
h m> aanatactured under the direction of Messrs. Lewis and 
Wligk^ goldsmiths and jewellers, Newcastle. Although it was a 
citU wiatvr day, with occasional showers, several ladies were pre- 
aM^ among whom were Mrs. Brandling, Mrs. Bigge, Mrs. Dixon 
IkowD, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, &c. &c. 

ISaS (Dee. 27 J.— On account of Mr. Thomas Gustard, one of the 
^ihrcn of St. Edmund's Hospital, having attained his 100th ^ear, 
■*— °-;. John Collinson, rector, celebrated the event by a dmner 



I the Rectory -house, Gateshead, for all the brethren, the old i 
silting at the head of the table, and the rector honouring then 



'ith 



his presence. Mr. Gustard died on the 23d March, 1628, at the 
^e of 101. 

The latter end of this year, the city of Durham was lighted 
with gu, from an apparatus erected in a field adjoining Framwell- 

This year, ^s some workmen were digging in a field adjoining 
the turnpike road at Halton Chesters (lloman station Hunnum), 
they discovered the foundations of a stone wall six feet thick ; this 
they traced about forty yards in a north and south direction, with- 
out reaching either extremity. A hypocaust was also found, fifteen 
feet square, t)ie floor laid with Roman tiles. The flues were found 
very perfect. Several openings were found into a subterraneous 
passage, supposed to be a sewer, and which was explored above 
100 feet. A quantity of bones, both human and animal, horns of 
different kinds, and earthen vessels with inscriptions nearly obli- 
terated, have been dug up. 

Sto well-street, running westward from Heron-street, within the 
town walls, Newcastle, was this year commenced building. 
This year, died at Hexham, Mrs. E. Carr, aged 104 years. 
1824 fJan, 1 ). — Died, at Cornsay, in the county of Durham, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kirkley, aged 103 years. 

January 8. — On removing a barrow, consisting of about 500 
cart loads of stones, on the farm of Mr. Black, at North Charlton, 
on the cast side of the post road, and about 100 paces from the 
six mite stone north of Alnwick, two rude sepulchres were found, 
about seven yards asunder ; the first consisted of four stones set 
on edge, four feet long and two feel broad ; these were covered by 
one large stone. In this sepulchre, which was about four feet from 
the surface, were found some small bones. The other grave was 
of larger dimensions, being also formed of stones set on edge, and 
measuring within, full six feet long, two feet wide, and two and a 
half deep. The joints were cemented with a kind of blue clay. 
At tlie west end of this sepulchre, was a stone placed as a pillow, 
whereon was found a human skull, measuring nine inches long and 
■cTon inches across the temples ; the under jaw contained tliree 
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fteth teedi ; thm were also leg and feet bones found in their pro- 
per placet. In this grare was also found a brass spear, about six 
indies lone in the bbde, with two edges and a Tery sharp point ; 
it had a haft riretted on to it, apparently of bone, but which 
soon cmmUed to dust. This latter sepuldire was about six feet 
from the sorfiioe, covered with one stone about seven feet long, 
four feet broad, and about twenty inches thick ; these, which wero 
m a rough state, were bedded upon a blue loam or day. No 
mscription was observable upon any of the stones. They were 
afterwards removed to the plantation of Charlton Hall, and the 
wpewr was sent to John Cay, esq^ of Edinburgh, proprietor of the 
estate. 

1824 fJam. 17^.^Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Dobsoo, aged 
100 years. 

•/bittcary2S^—lladmey coaches were established in Newcastle,and 
the stand was appointed to be in the square in front of St. Nicholas* 
church. The fiues were appointed by the right worshipful William 
Wri^t, es^^ the mayor, acting between the proprietors and the 
public provisionally, until the rates of fare could be finally settled 
by the magistrates assembled at the Easter quarter sessioos, in pur- 
suance of the local act of parliament for that purpose. 

Janway 25. — A very elegant new organ, built and erected by 
Messrs. Wood and Co., of £dinbui*gh, was opened at Gateshead 
diorch by D. S. Hawks, esq., who undly volunteered his services 
W ttie occanon. A very excellent sermon was preached on the 
morning by the Rev. Charles Thorp, of Ryton, from the 4th verse 
of the 100th Psalm, after which, a collection of £29 18#. 5i<^ was 
made to assist in defraying the expense of the purchase and erec- 
tion of the organ ; and m the evening a very well arranged and 
suitable sermon was preached by the Rev. John Collinson, of 
Lamesley, fW>m the 5th chap. 2d Chron. verses 18 and 14, and a 
collection of £16. 2s. 2d!, made. The chureh was crowded both in 
the morning and evening, and the instrument gave great satisfac- 
tion The performance was of the most masterly style. Mr. 
Hawks has oeen a prodigy in music ever since a boy. Set May 
ISM, 1798, voL Lpage 889. 

February 9. — A fire was discovered raging with great violence 
in the cabin of the Pomona, Captain Pybus, lying on the south side 
of the river at Newcastle. Considerable damage was done before 
h was extinguished. The fire originated from the over-heating of 
the cabin stove. 

PAruary 14. — The wind-mill belonging to Mr. George Blax- 
land, at Carr's Hill, near Gateshead, was destroyed by fire. The 
adjoining dwelling-house was saved. How the fire, which took 
place at night, originated, could not be ascertained, as the mill had 
not been at work since the morning, and the premises had been 
examined and appeared secure a short time before the fire was dis- 
covered. 

Mareh 9.---The town of Sunderland was first lighted with gas, 
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tpectators. 

ISii (March l&J. — The first genera! meeting of the Literary, 
Scientific, and Mechanical Institution, of Newcastle, was held in 
the Joiners' Hall, Mr. Robert Kobson, in the chair. After some 
diMTUssion, rules were adopted, and two secretaries, with eighteen 
members for an acting committee were chosen. .'Vpril 27th, the 
libnu-y was opened in a room in Pilgrim-street, which had beea 
occupied as an auction-mart. Most of the books had been present- 
ed. The first monthly meeting of this institution, the Rev. Williaia 
Turner in the chair, was held May Uth, 1821. This institution, 
which is at present in a very flourishing state, is held in very spE^ 
dous apartments in a buildmg fitted up for the purpose near the 
east end of Btackett -street. 

Mechanics institutions are established at nearly all the townsi &c. 
in the counties of Durham and Northumberland. 

Martha — Some masons working in a quarry at Cowpen High 
' House, near Blytli, discovered, inclosed in a block of freestone, 
t<ro petrified fish, apparently, from their shape and dimensions 
(about 2^ feet in length), of the salmon tribe, though the scalea 
irere larger than belong to tliat description of fish. The impres- 
■ion of the scales was left on the stone in which they were found 

This month, the foundation stone of a new school-room, at 
Warkworth, for boys, to be built by subscription, capable of con- 
Iwning 100 children, to he instructed on the Madras system, and in 
the prmciples of the church of England, was laid by the Rev, T. 
Winscom, the vicar. 

ApriL — The beginning of this month, as the workmen wen 
cutting a drain, a little in advance of the south side of the cnstl^ 
of Newcastle, they discovered several human skeletons, some at 
the depth of eight feet, and others at the depth of three feet from 
the surface. Two were found at about eighteen inches from each 
other, lying with the feet to the east, and Eccurc<I from the earth 
by rude sepulchres, the bottoms of which were formed of thin 
■tones and lime, and the sides built up of stones, with stones laid 
upon the tops to support the superincumbent earth, A skull of 
one of these which the writer had in his hand, and inspected, had 
n round perforaiio ) in the top, as if made by a ball ; the under 
jaw was attached to the akull, and had the teeth <{uite perfect, 
though very blunt, the teeth in the upper jaw were also perfect, 
with the exception of two or three in the front, which the workmen 
•aid they bad knocked out. It is very natural to suppose that 
these must have been men of rank, from the manner of their in- 
terment, as the other hodiea which were found, seemed to have 
been promiscuously huddled together. The skull, which is in a 
state of fine preservation, in now in the possession of Mr. Jamea 
Wilkie, at the Dispensary, Newcastle. 

April 5. — Died, at North Shields, aged 71 years, Mr. James 
Pringle, a most profound mathematician. The small share ct 
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■chool education Mr. Pringle had, he obuuned at Cambo, in Nortb- 
uniberlaail. Hi; was almost Mlf-Eaught, having acquired a Lnowledgs 
of the French, Latin, and Greek languages. At one period of Si 
life he was an assistant for the " NanCical Ephtmeru," under tbs | 
]ate astronomer-royal. Dr. Maskelyoe. He corresponded with tha 
late Dr. HuttoD on scientific subjects. Mr, Pringle was for 22 yean i 
vice-treasurer to the North Shields Subscription Library, and <m 
at all times an unastniming man. 

1824 (Aprils). — A Horticultural and Botanical Society \ 
established in Newcastle. The first prize exhibition was held 
January 14th, 1825. This is held annually. 

Aiiril 15. — Died, at Witton Gilbert, Durham, Ann Hall, widow, 
aged 100 years. 

April 20. — Died, in BridgC'Street, BlacldHara, London, the Rev. 
Robert Clarke, M. A., rector of Walwick, and lecturer of Hexham, 
aged 53 years. May 1st, his remains arrived at Newcastle in a 
hearse with six horses, followed by a mourning coach with four 
hones ; and on the 3d, the mournful procession was joined by se- 
veral private carriages, and set out with considerale heraldic splen- 
dour for Hexham, displaying a great number of banners and escuC- J 
cheoDS. The day was one continued storm of wind and rain, but- | 
notwithstanding, as the procession approached its destination, it w 
met and joined by the members of the different trades, and almost ] 
all the inhabitants of Hexham, in deep mourning, to testify their I 
respect for the deceased. The shops were shut, the bells tolled it>f 
intervals, and the throng of people, accumulating as the hearse ad* r 
vanced, produced an enect of imposing and melancholy awe, whicb ' 
was much heightened by the Eolemn order of the procession, tha 
rear of it being composed of a great number of respectable gentl«- 1 
men of Hexham and its neighbourhood, who walked in pairs. Thi» ] 
furneral service was performed by the Rev. C. Lee, and after a n 
lemn dirge on the organ, Luther g sublime hymn was impressiveljF 1 
chaunted. By the death of this great and good man, the town | 
and neighbourhood of Hexham suffered an almost irreparable l08B,a 
numerous odes, elegies, &c. &c., were written on the occasion, . 
a proof of the general estimation in which this gentleman was held, I 
a sermon was preached on the occasion, in the Presbyterian chapel J 
Hexham, on Sunday May 9th, 1SS4, by the Rev. James liichard*! 
gon, from 3d Samuel, 3d chap. 36tli verse, and which was publistk'-l 
ed by request. 

AprH2l — The barns, stables, cow-houses, and sheds, on thai 
fiu'm at South Acomb, near Bywell, the property of T. W, Beau> 1 
moot, esq., M. P., were entirely destroyed by fire. The dwelling- 
house and a cottage were all that escaped the devouring element. 
The tenants had two calves, a cart, and a considerable quantity of 
implements of husbandry consumed, also a thrashing machine and 
sixty bolls of oats were destroyed. 

April 23. — Mr, George Gdmore, the surveyor of the turnpike- 
road between Durham and Newcastle, having discovered that a 
sprinkling of the oil of salt (which can be done at a moderate 
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txpevat) was most effectual in layinr the dust of roads for a coo- 
sidenble time without a repetition, whereas the effect of watering, J 
hats on)^ for a short time, tried the experiment at Birtley-tanej'f 
near BirUej', and found, after the lapse of a month, that it was still I 
firm and damp, as this litjuid attracts and retaina the moisture from J 
the atmosi^ere. Mr. Gilmore afterwards tried the experiment 0_ 
the McA Jamised part of Dean-street, and other parts of Newcastlci 1 
which still confirmed the value of the discovery, yet this simpltl 
method of allaying the dust hua not come into general use. In thff' I 
year 18^, Mr. Gilmore wai; presented with a silver cup by th*f 
geotlemen connected with the road between Newcastle and Du^l 
ham, for hiti indefatigable and praiseworthy exertions on that tum^ | 



pike during the dreadful si 




r storm in the beginning of that yean ] 
April 27. — Workmen cob^ 1 
menced taking down the fiM ! 
old Gothic window in the 
north transept of St. Nicholai' 
Church, in Newcaatle. This 
bceutifid window had long 
been in a ruinous state, ana 
from the effects of a high wind 
(March 3, 1823), it was found 
necessary to prop it. In this 
state it remained until the 
stone work of the new window 
was ready to be put in, which» 
when completed, together with 
several improvements in the 
interior of the north transept, 
&C., reflected a lasting honuur 
OD those spirited individuals by whose generosity these alterations 
were accomplished. This wood cut shews the window. 

1824f',UaylSJ.—Thefoundation-stonc of a new church, dedicat- 
ed to St. John, on Gateshead Fell, was laid by the Rev. John Collin- 
U M., rector of Gateshead. As is customary on such occasions, 
e of the reigning monarch, from a penny, in silver, to a 
, was deposited in a handsome flint-glass bottlC) which 
I placed in a cavity in the foundation -stone, along with a 

E^vhcr tablet, bearing an inscription which set forth the name 

«f A* i»«. gentleman who performed the ceremony, the dignities, 
.^C^ af Ac rer. diocesan (the lord bishop of Durham V tlie names 
«r *K ■■Ufi °'~ R- S- Hawks, knt., Matthew Atkinson, John 
Sam. MiekMl Hall, and Henry SmiUi, csqrs., and of the archi- 
«■■ 1%. \mtt at vrell " ^^^ ^^7 of ^^ month, and the year of 
K «f Ite Bdqes^ George IV. Afler the stone was deposit- 
ed pat Up >ii excellent and appropriate prayer which 
4 » witk becoming attention. On the conclusion of the 
m^^aMttvate guns was fired from a temporary battery, 
^^ ^ammti bjr nine cheers from the populace. A(ter- 
^^^ Id^ paitMA t>t refreshments most liberally and 
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hospitably provided in a tent by James Hutchinson, esq., of Sheriff*- 
hill. August 30, 1825, the church and cemetery were consecrated 
by the lord bishop of Oxford. Oct. 30, the church was opened 
for divine service, when a sermon was preached by the Rev. John 
CoUinsoo, A. M., rector of Gateshead. April 15, 1827 an escelleot 
organ was opened in this church, on which occasion Mr. D. S. 
Hawks presided. 

182i fMai/27J. — The Rev. John Collinaon, rector, thefour-and- 
twenty, the churchwardens, and a great number of other iohabi- 
tants, accompanied by Mr. Forster, steward to Cutlibert Ellison, 
esq., M. P., lord of the manor, perambulated the boundaries of the 

?irish of Gateshead. They commenced at the Blue-stone, on 
yne Bridge, at nine o'clock, attended by two constables wiih 
flags, and two excellent pipers, and were greeted at their depar- 
ture by a aalute of guns Irom Mr. Price's glass-works, and a peal 
of bells from St. Mary's church. They proceeded by tlie northern 
and the western boundaries to Wreckinton, where refreshmenti 
were provided for them, and music from an excellent band afforded 
amusement fur the ladies in the festive dance. From hence the 
procession moved along the southern and eastern boundary to the 
river Tyne. where the constables and pipers took boat, and proceed- 
ed to the bridge. A number of medaJs were distributed on the oc- 
casion bearing on the obverse, within a circle of dots, the arms of 
Gateshead, round which " Gatetkead Parish Boundary Token ;' 
sod on the reverse, within a circle of dots, " The Rev. John ' 
CoUiTison, Jieefor" round which, " Perambulated 27 (A May, ISat," 
As there had not been a perambulation since the year 1792, i j 
great number of persons attended. The perambulation ended at ^ 
half-past four o'clock, when the party sat down to an excellent 
dinner, at the Black Bull Inn, Sir H. S. Hawks, knL, in the chair. 

This month, several very ancient oak coffins containing human ^ 
bones, were found in draining a peat-moss belonging to the hoo. 
Thomas Wallace, of Featherstone Castle, near Haltwhistle, la 
Northumberland. The coffins were of rough oak, hewn out of the ■ 
■ohd, and the covers fastened down with pins of the same. A% 
plenty of stone is to be had in those parts, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, that these interments must have been anterior to the use of j 
■tone coffins. They were found about six feet from the surface in J 
wet clay. ' 

July. — The town's wall which extended from Newgale to Pil- 
grim-street, Newcastle, and the straggling houses which were built 
against it on the outside, were at this time being pulled down, 
for the purpose of forming an elegant new square and street, which 
have since been completed, and named " Lido n -square," alter our 
illustrious townsman the earl of Eldon, and " Blackett-street," 
after the late alderman John Erasmus Blackett, esq. 

Augatt II The cause so very interesting to Newcastle and ita ' 

neighbourhood — Hex versus Russell and others, proprietors of 
Wallsend colliery, was tried at York, before Mr. Justice Bailey and i 
']\uj. it wa!s in form an indictment for an alleged nuisance J 
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in obstructing the navigation of the river Tyoe, by erecting st the 
termination of the colliery railways, staiths or spouts for conveying 
coaU directly from the waggons into the ships. Mr. Brougham 
■-as counsel for the keelman, who were the real prosecutors. Mr. 
Scarlett for the defendants. A great number of witnesses were io at- 
tendance, but only 17 were examined on the part of the prosecutiOD. 
No witnesses were called for tlie defendants, who obtained a Yer- 
dict of not guilty, which was returned in three minutes by the jury. 
The cause lasted twelve hours. This cause was again tried, Ao- 
gna I4lh and 13th, 1838, at Carlisle, before Mr. Daron Hutlock, 
■nd ■ special jury. Mr. Brougham was again counsel for the pro- 
■ecnlion, and Mr. Scarlett for the defendants. The latter did not 
all a witness. The jury, after a consultation of four hours, re- 
d the following singular verdict : — " We find that pari of tit 
'b ekannel of the river Tt/ne, oppestfe to Walltend, lias been 
t, narrowtd, lessened, and obstructed by the gears described 
m M« tMdietmeTtt; but we /tnd, ntverthelcia, that the trade of the 
turn tf NtvcantU, and the harbour of the Tt/ne, has at the tame 
Cmm, greatly improved." 

1884 (Aug. 21 J. — A meeting of the nobility, clergy, and free- 
faoMeraoftlie county of Northumberland, took place in the county 
twtrtf, in Newcastle, fby order of the high sheriff), to consider the 
CXBtdkncy of forming a railway between Newcastle and Carlisle. 
CM>Coul»on opened by recommending an easy communication from 
•MtowA by a railway. Mr. Armstrong, merchant, then proved to 
lim wwtinK the decided advantage of a ship canal over a railway. 
1^ M* W. Ridley, bart., then proposed that a committee should be 
ipfniiMt 10 inquire whether this communication would be most 
^mMUi hj • C-unsl or railway, which was unanimously agreed to, 
•■ilk* MMtiDg broke up. March S6tli, 162-5, anotlier meeting 
■■O twIiL wlwn the report of the committee in favour of a railway, 
<Bm apwd la unanimously and without debate. 

At^nt't 'K. — This day (Thursday), there was the lowest spring 
■tbb «vrr rvniembered in the river Tyne. Three pilots, L. Burn, 
iuitivr, J. Harrison, and William Tully, walked across from the 
WtMtk t» ihir north side of the river on Tynemouth bar ! a circum- 
9lHM% which it was believed, had never occurred before. At high 
iHHM-W that day, there were twenty-four feet, eight inches, water 
Oft till bair. and when the pedestrians set off they found only two It 
4lMpMfl&>— Qied suddenly, while sitting at his desk, William 
IHljlmilwn. Mqt of North Shields, aged 65 years. Mr. Richard- 
•M «<• bant •! Litlle-harle, Well-house, in the parish of Kirk* 
■ fclhiMllii, May 26th, 1759, and where he obtained an accurate 
tMiMW^a «f local antiquities, and a high relish for the music, songs, 
wd hJlN ttf llw ancient Northumbrian borderers. He was a teacn- 
<(t bl Iti* jrauth, and kept a school for a few years at Backwortli, in 
iJb* fftriah of l^ndon. He next removed to North Shields, where 
W [WwliiCi U a notary public, for the long period of thirty foiir 
JNMK MnI bacMinc secretary to several Marine Insurance Clubs of 
(tttfanofiyne. His correspondence was most extensive, and 
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the ease and rapidity with which he conducted it were really as- 
tonishing. He was a contributor to several periodical publications, 
and a useful correspondent to some provincial newspapers. " Hot- 
spur,'* and various other specimens of his poetic talents, were pri- 
▼ately drcuhted amongst his friends. His << Description of Crofl 
Spay obtained some celebrity, but his fame rests most upon his 
translation of Anacreon in chaste, smooth, and ele«int verse. 
There is a marble monument to his memory put up in Tynemouth 
church. 

1824 (Sepi 2 J. — During a severe thunder storm, the wife of Mi- 
diael Anderson, a hind at Westbumhope, near Hexham, and the 
horse on which she was riding were instantaneously killed by light- 
ning, on the road between Ridlamhope and Westbumhope. Her 
husband was with her, and was struck down and blinded, but re- 
covered his sight. Six cows belonging to Mr. Ralph Forster, of 
Barrasford, were killed by one flash. A horse, at Wittonstall, was 
also struck dead, A thorn hedge, near Horsley, was set on fire, 
and burnt for about forty yards. In a house, near Newstead, be- 
tween Alnwick and Belrord, a man was killed, and another much 
hurt by the lightning. A cow, the property of Mr. Murdy, of 
Heifer-law-bank, was also killed in the field. A pig was killed by 
the lightning, at a house near Morton-square, a few miles from Ber- 
wick, and a man at the same place was slightly injured. Two 
houses in Zion-street, Sunderland, were much damaged by the 
lightning. As a butcher was driving some lambs in the Back Lane 
four of them were struck dead. A mason returning home with his 
trowel in his hand, the lightning struck the trowel, and carried it 
to a considerable distance. The man was not hurt. At Middleton 
in Teesdale, as Mr. John Pinkney, one of the stewards to the 
London Mining Company, at that place, was returning home, 
about a mile from Middleton, he and his horse were both killed 
upon the spot. He left a widow far advanced in pregnancy, and 
8IX small children to lament his awful fate. A tremendous flash 
went down the chimney of the poor-house, in Barnard-castle, and 
though above twenty persons were in the rooms, it providentially 
did no material hurt. It came out of the fire-place of the first 
story, and though some old men were sitting round the fire, it did 
not hurt them, except striking one deaf a little time. It then 
proceeded to the next room, tore the plastering from the wall, 
ploughed up the boards for two yards or more, passed under the 
feet of an old woman who was sitting on an iron bedstead, yet did 
her no harm. It then proceeded to the lower story, played round 
the room in the most astonishing manner, leaving marks of its 
ttower ; from thence it went through the wall into the back kitchen, 
knocked one man down, and though the mistress of the house and 
a girl were nearly in a line with it, they only found its effects a few 
hours. A person in the kitchen said he distinctly saw it go out of 
the door in the form of a ball of fire. When the master went into 
the rooms to look after the old people, the sulphur was so strong 
that he could scarcely enter, and the scene was past descriptioo. 
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bedroom adjoining ; by the prompt attendance of tlie engines, the 
fire was in the course of about three hours extinguished. It was 
occasioned by the shop-boy going up to the wareroom with a 
candJle, from wluch a spark had reached some loose papers. 

1824 ( OcL 25^.— A prize fight between two young men of New« 
castle, named James Wallace, a bricklayer, and Thomas Dunn, a 
butcher, was fought on Barlow Fell, near Ryton, in the county of 
Durham. It was for 20 sovereigns a side, and completely in the Lon- 
don style, as the combatants had their seconds, &c. &c. It was com- 
puted, that at this disgraceful scene there were not less than 2,000 
persons, who evinced much disappointment at the speedy victory 
obtained by the bricklayer over his antagonist. After the eighth 
round, in all of which Wallace proved his superiority, time was 
odled, and he was declared the victor. On the morning and at 
night Newcastle exhibited great agitation. The chaise which con- 
veyed Dunn to the 9cene of acHoHj ran over an old man and broke 
both his legs, which caused his death a short time after. 

Scune day, an explosion took place in the George Pit, Lumley, 
when fourteen human beings were launched into eternity. 

November 1. — Died at North Sunderland, Northumberland, 
Elizabeth Gregory, widow, aged 104 years. 

November 5. — About twelve o'clock at night, the water corn- 
mill at Chester-le-street, in the occupation of Mesrss. Croudace, 
Smith, and Wight, was discovered to be on fire, the Barnes burst- 
ing through the doors, windows, &e. A number of the inhabitants 
promptly repaired to the spot to render assistance ; there being no 
engine in Uie town, some of them immediately went to Lambton- 
ImU, and brought the engine belonging to J. G. Lambton, esq., 
M. P., but too late to render any assistance, as the roof and the 
upper lofls fell in about two o'clock, a very fortunate circumstance 
for the proprietors of the other buildings near the mill, as a large 
thatched house, the mill stables, and'other buildings were within ten 
yards. The machinery had all been put up new about four or five 
months before. There were about nfty sacks of flour dressed, a 
quantity of dressed wheat, and upwards of six hundred bolls of 
com. The loss was supposed to be between £1,400 and £1,600. 
No part was insured. The water wheels were the only part saved 
from the devouring element. 

November 7. — A fire broke out in the cabin of the ship Emerald, 
Captain Pringle, when moored off the Custom-house quay. North 
Shields. It was discovered from the Excise-office, and die alarm 
given. With the assistance of the crew of the Fleetwood, of Lon- 
don, and others, it was got under without much damage. 

November 8. — A letter from Captain Davidson, of the ship North- 
umberland, of North Shields, to his owner, stated the following 
fiKt ; the ^ip was lying at Sierra Leone : — " On the 8th of Novem- 
ber, 1824, one of our crew being on the bowsprit fishing, dropped 
Ilia knife overboard. He made a great deal of work about it, but 
judge his surprise, when on the same afternoon he caught a dolphin 
with the identical knife in its belly. The fish was cut up in my 
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presence, and I saw the kniJ'e taken out." This is coincident with 
the restoration of Mr. Anderson's ring. See 1559, vol. t. page 75, 

18'24f'iVor. 18^. — A meeting was held at Alnwick to takeinto con- 
sideration the propriety of establishing a Mechanics' Institution for 
the instruction and improvement of the operative classes. The ob> 
Ject of tlie meeting having been laid before his grace the duke of' 
Northumberland, his grace, with his wonted liberality, approved of 
iti and became its patron. The right honourable Earl Grey also 
became its president. June 23d, 1831, the foundation stone of s> 
new building for this institution was laid in the Green Bat in that 
town with great ceremony, by John Lambert, esq., who generousljr 
presented the society with the site for the building. 

The same evening Hexham was first lighted with oil lamps. 

NoBonber 19. — An explosion took place in the Dolly Pit, New- 
bottle colliery, which proved fatal to the eight deputy overmen and' 
wastemen who were below at the time ; and also to three of five 
others who af^rwards descended in search of the dead bodies.' 
A partition which divided the shaft (it being a double one) wag 
blown from its situation and fell to the bottom. 

On the evening of the same day a quantity of gunpowder having 
been accidentally ignited in the shop of Mr. Archbold, grocer in 
Wooler, caused a tremendous explosion, by which the windows of 
the shop were driven out, and those of the second and third story 
of the same house, and also those of the adjoining house were 
broken. Some rolls of Spanish juice were driven to the opposil 
side of the street, by which several squares of glass were broken^i 
Mr. Archhold's eyes were much injured by the powdi 

November Si. — Died, at Throckley Fell, Ann Jamieson, aged 
102 years. She resided at Bamborough S8 years, and was one of 
the greatest spinners of the north ; and what was remarkable, the 
last twelve months of her life she span forty yards of cloth for the 
use of her son, although she had been blind for above three years ; 
and it was with the greatest difficulty she could be kept from her 
wheel on the morning of her death. 

1824 (Dec. 6J. — The new branch of the turnpike road from 
Tyne-bnde to Durham, by Fotticar-lane, at the head of Gates- 
head, and the Low Fell, to avoid the great elevation of the hill-top 
over which the old road went, was commenced making. The royal 
mail first passed along this road, June ITth, 1626. 

Decemoer 7. — About four o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the carpet manufactory of Messrs. Harrison, Crosby, Dunn and 
Co., at BamardcBstle : the wind at the time blowing very strong 
from the west, caused the flames to increase very rapidly and en- 
danger the whole street, but fortunately, in a few minutes, the 
wind ceased, and by the great exertions of the neighbours, the fire 
was got under, but not till nearly the whole premises were destroy- 
ed. Many of the windows on Uie opposite side of the street were 
broken, and several families near the place removed their goods and 
children, many of them nearly naked. The loss was estimated at 
£1,500., and no part was insured. 
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1824 (Dec. 10^.r— The out-houses atBalkwell, near North Shields 
beloDgii^ to Mr. Richard CoweU, were discovered to be on fire 
when the bam, with a thrashing machine, a byre and a stable in 
which was a fine jroung horse, were consumed. The stack-garth and 
dweUing-hoose, by the prompt exertions of the neighbouring far- 
mers, were sared firom the devouring element. This was supposed 
to be the act of an incendiary, as a short time before a hay stack 
was set on fire, which Mr. Cowell was positive could not have ori- 
ginated from accident, and therefore kept a watch every night till 
that on which the last conflagration happened. 

J%oeiii^25.— The wind blew, with short intervals of calm, a perfect 
hurricane for several days, and the snow, sleet, rain, and frost fol- 
lowed each other with astonishing rapidity. The river Tyne was 
swollen to a great extent. The villages by the water side were all 
more or less inundated. At Blaydon the water rushed into one 
house in such a torrent, that it was found to be seven feet deep, 
and the inmates were obliged to be taken out by a boat from the 
window I A butcher in the village had two sheep lost. The coaches 
were all delayed by the state of the roads. On the above day 
the horses had to swim with the True Briton coach across the river 
at Corbridge. It was four hours behind its usual time of arrival at 
Newcastle from Carlisle. The Carlisle mail, which oueht to have 
reached Newcastle at 7 o'clock at night, did not arrive till half-past 
eleven o'clock on the following morning, as they were obliged to 
•top all night at Hexham, not deeming it safe to cross the bridge, 
or rather fiie river at Corbridge. 

DttmnhtT 27. — The foundation stone of a Presbyterian chapel in 
oonnection with the United Secession church of Scotland, was 
laid in the Newbottle-road, near Houghton-le-Spring, bv George 
Rdliinson, esq., of that place, in the presence of part of the con- 
gregation. 

1824 (Dtc. 80^.— Died, at Rothbury, Christian Long, aged 102 
years. 

This month, the workmen in forming two windows on the north 
side of Carliol Tower, Newcastle, found a cannon ball weighing 
upwards of 2Slb. It had penetrated about two feet into the wall, 
woere the north-east window is now made, and was probably shot 
during the siege of that town by the Scots in 1644. Set vol t. 
pa^97. 

1825 fJan. 5 J. — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, of 
which his grace the duke of Northumberland is patron, held Uieir 
12th anniversary meeting in the rooms provided for their accomo- 
dation in the new erection of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society in Westgate-street, James Losh, esq., one of the vice-presi- 
dents, in the chair. John Adamson, esq., treasurer, read a very in- 
teresting report to a numerous attendance. 

Fmuary 2, — Ip the night of this day (Wednesday), there was a 
tremendous hurricane, which did considerable damage to chimneys, 
buOdings, and shipping. It was followed the next day by a most 
extraordinary high tide. At Newcastle the river rose above the 
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qiay, on which boats were floaled, and sevaral bouses on both sides 
of the rirer Tyne were inundated, keels sunk, and floats of timber 
set adrift. By the tide of Friday morning, several cellars in the 
lower parts of Shields were filled, and other damage sustained ; but 
the greatest sufferer was Mr. Wall, of the Low Lights, North 
S h i e lds^ ship-builder. The sea breaking heavily upon the quay in 
fiont of the building-yard, washed the same away, and two vessels 
on the stocks, the one intended for a brig of about 120 tons, timber- 
ed and partly planked, and the other a sloop nearly finished, were 
washed oflT, and the larger vessel laid a complete wreck. The sloop 
was, by the praiseworthy exertions of several of the inhabitants and 
a eamen of the town, with much difficulty got into a place of safety, 
but not without receiving much damage, and in the whole, it was 
cakulated that Mr. Wall had sustained a loss of nearly £700. A 
subscription was commenced for the sufFerer. The ground washed 
away at the Low-lights, was almost beyond belief. Part of the 
wall in front of Clinord's-fort, also gave way, over which the sea 
broke with tremendous fury ; nor were the banks and rocks at the 
extremity of CuUercoats sands, able to withstand the impetuosity 
of the waves. A huge rock, which projected like a canopy, fell to 
the ground, and an inroad of several feet into the slaty bank, was 
visible. At Seaton Sluice, the tide was the highest ever remem- 
bered by the oldest inhabitant. The wind blew a heavy gale from 
the nordiward, and the sea was tremendously high, which, with the 
tide, threatened at one time to destroy the harbour. A breach was 
made by the sea through one of the piers, but by very great exer- 
tions it was repaired before the next tide. The whole of the east 
side of the stone pier was destroyed, and tlie entrance to the old 
harbour blocked up. The vessels in the port, fortunately did not 
sustain any damage. At Blyth also, the tide rose to an unprece- 
dented height. A house adjoining Mr. Hutchinson*s school, was 
washed down, and the inmates, six in number, narrowly escaped 
being drowned. The poor woman of the house had only been 
brought to bed the preceding evening. Great praise was due to 
Lieutenant Hall, R. N., and to Mr. John Campbell, for their bene- 
volence and humanity to the poor sufferers. At Newbiggen, con- 
siderable damage was also done by the same storm. The tide was 
extremely high at Sunderland, and accompanied by a tremendous 
sea, which caused great destruction to the cliffs at the edge of the 
moor, immense portions of which were washed away ; the sea rush- 
ed up the banks with such force, as in many places to extend 
twenty yards on the moor. The ship Brancepeth Castle, in making 
the harbour, carried away a great portion of the temporary pier ; 
and on the following day, the remainder of the pier was carried 
away by a Scots brig; both vessels were injured. 

1§25 fF^. 6 J. — A new chapel belongmg to the Baptists, called 
the Salem cliapel, was first opened for divine service at South 
Shields, and sermons were preached by Captain Gardiner, and the 
Hev. J. Stratton, of Sunderland, after which the sum of £16. Bs. 6A 
was collected in aid of the building fund. 
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1825 (FA. 20 J 4 — A neat and commodious Methodist chapel was 
opened at Sadberge, near Darlington, by Messrs* Atkinson and 
Noel, local preachers at the latter place. 

February 2S^ — A numerous ana highly respectable meeting of 
the inhabitants of North and South Shields, was held at the North- 
umberland Arms inn, North Shields, when it was resolved to erect 
an Iron bridge of su^)ension over the river T3me, between these 
towns. Captain Samuel Brown, R. N., the original projector of 
suroension bridges, having made the necessary surveys, gave in his 
estuiate of £98,000., which the gentlemen friendly to the project 
determined should be disposed of in shares of £100. each, and in 
consequence, plans and elevations were engraved and shares dis- 
posed of. Mr. William Chapman, of Newcastle, civil engineer, 
made several reports, and Mr. Telford, of London, was also con- 
sulted, both of which gentlemen confirmed its practicability ; yet this 
project has been laid aside, and two steam ferries have since been 
established. See March !#/, 1829. 

February 26. — ^Died, at Bishop Auckland, Grace Cummins, aged 
lOOyears. 

Marek 12.— In the night, Etal miU, near Wooler, occupied by 
Mr. George Oswald, was burnt down. The origin of the fire could 
not be accounted for. 

Mareh^ — Labourers employed in digging for gravel in a field at 
Hartbum, near Stockton, discovered two human skeletons, one at 
the depth of two feet, the other at the depth of four feet, and about 
ten yards asunder. From the appearance of the bones, it was evi- 
dent they had lain long in the ground, and had been full-grown 
persons. 

Jlpril 10. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Elspeth Manners, aged 
102 years. About a year before her death she had a great toe 
amputated, and bore the operation with great firmness. 

May 1.— -His grace the duke of Northumberland, had an au- 
dience with his majesty, and took his leave preparatory to his 
grace's embassy to Paris, to be present at the coronation of the 
king of France, as the representative of the king of England. The 
next day, their graces the duke and duchess with their suite, left 
Northumberland-house, and arrived at Canterbury the same even- 
ing, whence they proceeded to Bourne-place, the residence of the 
honourable and venerable Archdeacon Percy, where they dined 
and slept, and proceeded the following morning to Dover. His 
grace's suite, which consisted of ten carriages, had arrived there 
the day before. His grace was received with every demonstration 
of respect, and the usual discharge of artillery from the heights. 
A numerous retinue of servants, and horses had arrived at Payne's 
York hotel, some days previous. His majesty's steam vessels the 
Lightning and Comet, had arrived in the harbour a day or two be- 
fore, for the purpose of conveying the duke across the channel, 
and in which his grace and suite embarked amidst the huzzas of 
thousands of the spectators, who thronged the pier heads. On 
leaving the harbour, the cannon again resounded firom the batteries, 
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to which the Brazen, man-of-war, lying in the roads, and intended 
as a convoy, commanded by Captain George l^^is, replied, by 
firing a royal salute as the steam vessels approached her. 

1825 (may I J, — Died, at Cullercoats, Mrs. Mary Barnes, widow, 
aged 101 years. 

May S, — The foundation stone of the north pier of an intended 
chain bridge, over the river Tyne, at the west boat, near Hexham, 
was laid. 

M{w 11.— Messrs. C. and G. Green, ascended in the car at- 
tadhed to their magnificent balloon, from the Nun's-field, in New- 
castle, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. The day being 
cloudy they were soon out of sight, but to gratify the spectators, 
they descended so as to be again visible, they then ascended and 
taking a north west direction, alighted near Newbiggen, about four 
miles firom Newcastle. On ihe 23d, these gentlemen again ascend- 
ed from the same place, but from an accident in the valve, it was 
with difficulty that diey reached a field near the white-lead works, 
at Low Elswick, near Newcastle, The balloon having dragged the 
splendid car over a wall and through a hedge, all its splendid de- 
corations were torn off it and nothing left but the wicker work. 
Failing in this attempt, these gentlemen again ascended on the 30th 
of the same month. The balloon rose most majestically from the 
Nun's-field, in an almost perpendicular direction to a great height, 
and bore away to the south, crossing the whole county of Durham, 
and finally alighted near the Tontine inn, Yorkshire, a distance of 
48 miles from Newcastle.The daring aeronauts having secured the 
balloon, proceeded to Stockton, where they were greeted on their 
arrival by an immense multitude of people. June 16th, Messrs. 
Green ascended from Stockton. The ballon took a westerly direc- 
tion for about four miles, when it met with a counter current, which 
brought it back asain over the town, where it appeared stationary 
as if for the double gratification of the great concourse of people 
assembled at that place to witness it. It then bore away rapidly 
for the mouth of the river Tees, but meeting with another current, 
it was carried in the direction of Acklam-hsll, between which place 
and Morton, the intrepid voyagers landed in perfect safety, after 
being absent from the earth forty-five minutes. July 5th, Mr. 
George Green ascended from the Palace-green, in the city of Dur- 
ham. The weather being fine, a great concourse of people had 
assembled. The balloon though not above half inflated with gas, 
ascended a few minutes after four o'clock, and had a most beauti- 
ful appearance. It took a south-eastern direction, and after re- 
maining in the air for about thirteen minutes, descended in a field 
of wheat on the estate of John Gregson, at Whitwell Grange, about 
three miles from Durham. The descent was seen with the naked 
eye, by several spectators from the city. A post chaise and four, 
which was dispatched immediately after the descent, returned to 
Durham with Mr. Green and a friend, soon after six o'clock. The 
greatest elevation of the balloon this short voyage was 2,200 feet 
as proved by the fluctuation of the mercury. July 14th, Messrs. 



A. 0.1825.] RBMARXABLS BVENTS. 165 

a fourth ascent from the Nun's-field, in 
Kewcastle. The day was uncommonly fine, and the aeronauts rose in 
splendour to a great heigliL After being about twenty minutes in | 
the air, they landed with ease and safety in a field near Long Ben- | 
ton, about three miles from Newcastle. Messrs. Green again vi-" 
sited Neircastle, on the 8th of September, 1831, which see, 

1825 (May 21J Died, in Pilgrim -street, Newcastle, after a 

lingering illness, Mr. Thomas Charlton Sykes, a native of New- 
castle, in the 22d year of his age. He was a young man of con- 
siderable talent, and, at the time of his last severe attack, was cleHt 
and reiwrter to the Durham County AdvtrtUer newspaper. Ha 
was a member of the Society for Literary Discussion, and other 
similar societies formed in Newcastle by young men whose pursuits 
vere of a literary cast. He was the author of various pieces tn 
prose and verse, some of which appeared in tlie local journals. At 
the time of his death he had made very ample collections towards 
a complete account of the " Grand Musical Festival" held in New- 
castle in 1824, and much material towards a Life of Dr. Percy^ i 
author of that beautiful ballad " T/ie Hermit of WarhworlK" 
These collections not long before his death he committed to ths ] 
flames. Mr. Francis Humble, the proprietor of the Durham \ 
Counly Advertiser, paid the following tribute to his memory in that j 
journal of May 28th, 182S :— " Died, at Newcastle, Mr. Thomas f 
Charlton Sykes, late clerk in the office of this paper. He possessed 
a bold, vigorous, and well -cultivated mind, a rapid conception of 
ideas, and a fine poetic taste, which gave promise of future excel- 
lence, but a delicate constitution, unadapted to the sedentary 
habits he had acquired through a love of study, gradually gave way 
and destroyed his earthly prospects. After a lingering illness, 
which he bore with great composure and resignation, he expired 
without a struggle on Saturday last, at the early age of 21, deeply 
" " "ends, and regretted by all who knew him. 



I Chronicle, Mr. J. H. Veitch, also an- 
a highly honourable to the memory of 



lamented by his friends, i 
Tlie editor of the Durham 
nounced his death ii 
the deceased. 

Juru 8. — The foundation stone of a new light-house, erected 
by tlie Trinity board of Newcastle, was laid on the Longstone rodkf j 
one of the Fern islands, on the coast of Northumberland. FebruairJ 
15th, 1826, the light was exhibited for the first time ii ' ' 
light-house. 

June 15. — The foundation stone of a new bridge at the con- | 
fluence of the rivulets at the head of the Old Bum-lane, Hexham, I 
was laid in masonic form by Mr. Matthew Wilson, saddler, amidst i 
a great number of the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood. 

June 20. — The infant school at the Orphan-house, m Newcastle, J 
was opened, and upwards of 70 children from 2 lo 5j years ofag) 
were entered. OUier infant schools have since been established a 
Newcastle. 

June 23. — The foundation of the new building for the Lying- 
in-Hospital was laid in Bridge Street, Newcastle. Mr. Dobson 
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was the architect of the building. Mcssn. Weleh were the 
buildcra. Mr. Joseph Price, of Gateshead, presented an elegi^J 
frtaiincd glass window, which is placed over the entrance door. ~" 
[ire*ent professional attenilunts are Drs. Smith and Bulinan : 
geons, Messrs. Greenhow, Froiit, and HRrdcastle, the latter 
whom is also secretary. Matron, Mrs. Mary Jefferson. Since ti 
commeDceroent of this charily on the Ist of October, 1760 ^*ee m 
I. pa^ 229 J, to and with the 30th of Septetnber, 1830, the rolliM 
ing poor married women have been placed upon the books : — SSI 
discnarged in health from the hospital ; died in the hospital, S3b 
never appeared at the hospital after having been placed upon ir~ 
book», 266 : remaining on the books, 19 ; total, 3858. 

18:^ rJntK S6J About half-past two o'clock on i 

(Sunday) an alarming fire was discovered in the manufactory of M 
Harvey, tobaccotiist, Head of the Side, Newcastle. Engin 
lent for with all possible dispatch, and they continued to play d 
rixKit balf-pest five o'clock, when, by great exertions, the nre in 
overcome. The presses and a cutting -engine were destroyed, i 
the wliole of ihe building, from the ground-floor to the roof, « . 
entirely consumed. It was with the greatest ' difficulty that Mk^ 
Harvey's shop, and Mr. Wylie's flax- warehouse, adjoining, wei* 
prrscned from the flames. 

Jttfy S. — This eveniue, an explosion took [dace in the Juliet 
pit, belonging to Messrs. Lamb and Co., at Harraton Outside, neu 
Che*ier-le-street, by which dreadful accident eleven human bein« 
kiat their lives, and all the hordes down the shall were destroyed, 
Uad it happened a few hours later, the number of pitmen and boyt 
ia tha mino would have been forty or lilly. No cause could be aa- 

L-^||h' (br this lamentable cataslri^he. 

■ ''^|k% & — Tl)e new Scots church at Hexham, was opened for 
MMIe worship. Opening services were performed alsn on the 
Smdny and Monday following, when excellent discourses were 
delivensl by the Rev. Robert Lundie, from Kelso ; the Rev. W. 



Rontoul, from Maryport; and the Rev. A. Richardson, from 
Lungframlington. The Rev. J, Richardson, after a solemn prayer 
iDil reading the scriptures, delivered a very animated address. 



Tlie ground on which the church was built was presented by T. 
W. Bfflumont, esi]., M. P. It was built on the plan of Mr. 
Green, architect, ot Newcastle. 

Jut;/ 26.— Died, at l^reston, near North Shields, Mrs. Mary 
Verdy, ngc<l 100 years. 

AttffvftS. — Inconsequence of existing differences between the 
■hipownert and seamen of the port of Sunderhnd, the latter, 
on the above day, attempted forcibly to prevent ships going out to 
Kn, when a most melancholy affair took place. A ship called the 
Bu«y, was going out with a number of special constables on board, 
rotect the crew, when the men assembled in great numbei% 
"'"empted to prevent her by boarding. They soon overpowered 
3 force, when a troop of tlie 3d Light Dragoons from the 
a It Newcaatle, who had been sent for some time before) to 
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ikt in preserving the peace on the river Wear, were called upon 
to asiist tne magtstratei in getting the ship out to sea. They suc- 
ceeded in driving the intruders out of the ship, but in passing the 
north sand where ships are obliged to keep close in shore, those on 
board were assailed with stones and other missiles, from a numerous 
mob of men and women, which they bore with patience a consider- 
able time^ but, one of the soldiers having been severely wounded in 
the fiice^ Ibey were ordered to fire in their own defence, which they 
did mt first over the heads of the rioters, but without the desired 
efiect. Seven or eight shots were then fired at the crowd, by which 
three men were killed outright, and another was mortally wounded, 
and died next morning. Several were wounded. After this affray 
the town remained in great commotion for some time, but, more 
military having been procured from the barracks at Newcastle, the 
mob dispersed without any further mischief. The names of the 
four men who were killed were William Wallace, Thomas Aird, 
John Dovor, and Ralph Hunter Creighton. The coroner's verdict 
upon the three former was Justifiable homicide ; but, upon the lat- 
ter, who was a carpenter, a verdict was returned ofacciaenlal deathy 
he not being engaged in the riot, but a spectator. In a day or two 
after, another man, a labourer, died, in consequence of having re- 
<:eived a shot when going from his work. 

1825 (Aug. IT J. — Died, at Monkwearmouth-shore, Margaret 
Nicholl, aged 104 ^ears* 

Anffitii 19« — Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor- 
chare, Newcastle, of which he was governor, aged 63, Mr. John 
Marshall. He was a native of Newcastle, and educated at the Free 
Grammar School of that town, under the late Rev. Hugh Moises, 
A« M. Mr. Marshall, who was an excellent classical scholar, had 
been at sea the early part of his life, and afterwards, in consequence 
of having been jilted by dame fortune, <' and with her departed all 
bis summer friends," became a schoolmaster. He was tlie author 
of ^ The Village Pedagoguey a Poem^ and other lesser pieces^ togs- 
Amr with a WaXkfr<m Newcastle to Eeswich" 12mo., 1817. This 
deservedly esteemed little volume went throush a second edition. 

August 29. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a new 
chapel of ease at East Rainton, in the parish of Houghton-le-spring, 
in tne county of Durham. 

September 1.— The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated the new 
church of Falstone, in the county of Northumberland. This is one 
ef the livings into which the large rectory of Simonbum, was divided 
by act of parliament. 

Sqttember 6.— Died, at Blyth, Mr. William Carr, blacksmith, 
aged d9 years. He was six feet four inches in height, and weighed 
M stones, and was supposed to be one of the strongest men in Eng- 
land when in his prime. Various surprising stories are told of his 
fieata of strmgth. 

Sqfttmber 12. — His royal highness the duke of Brunswick and 
aaite passed through Newcastle from Scotland. 

Sspiembcr 27...^The Stockton and Darlington railway was 
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formally opeaed by the proprietorB for the use of the public. It il _, 
25 mites in length. To give ecldi to the public opening of the road 
A profframme was issued, stating that the proprietors would Bssemble 
at the permanent steam engine below Brussellon Tower, about nu 
tniles west of Dariington, at eight o'clock. Accordingly the cot 
mittee assembled at the bottom of Brusselton cngine-planei ne 
West Auckland, and here the carriages, loaded with coals ai 
merchandise, were drawn up the eastern ridge, by the Brusselton e 
sine, a distance of 1960 yards, in 7^ minutes, and tlien lowered 
down the plane on the east »ide of the hill, 880 yards in 5 minutes. 
At the foot of the plane the locomotive engine was ready to receive 
the carriages, and here the novelty of the scene, and the fineness 
of the day, had attracted an immense concourse of spectators, the 
fields on each side of tlie railway being literally covered with ladies 
and gentlemen on horseback, and pedestrians of all kinds. The 
train of carriages was then attached to a locomotive engine, built 
by Mr, George Stephenson, in the following order: — I. Locomotive 
engine, with the engineer (Mr. George Stephenson) and assistants. 
S. Tender, nitli coals and water ; next, six wagons, loaded with 
coals and flour ; then an elegant covered coach, with the commiteCt 
and other proprietors of the railway; then 21 waggons, fitted up 
for passengers ; and, last of all, six waggons, loaded with coals, 
making, altogether, a train of 38 carriages, exclusive of the engine 
and tender. Tickets were distributed to the number of near 300| 
but, such was the pressure and crowd, tliat both loaded and emp^ 
carriages were instantly filled with passengers. The signal being 
given, the engine started olf with this immense train of carriages, 
and, such was its velocity, that, in some parts, the speed was fre- 
quently 12 mites an hour, and, in one place, for a short distance, 
near Darlington, 15 miles per hour, and, at that time, the number 
of passengers were counted to 450, which, together with the coals, 
nerciiandise, and carriages, would amount to near 90 ions. After 
some tittle delay in arranging the procession, tlie engine, with its 
load, arrived at Darlington, a distance of Similes, in 65 minutes. 
Six waggons loaded with coals, intended for Darlington, were then 
left behind, and, obtaining a fresh supply of water, and, arranging 
the procession to accommodate a band of music and passengers 
from Darlington, the engine set off again, and arrived at Stockton 
in S hours and 7 tninules, including stops, the distance being nearly 
12 miles. On the arrival of the procession at Darlington, it was 
received with bursts of applause. By the time the cavalcade ar- 
rived at Stockton, where it was received with great joy, there were 
not less than 600 persons within, and hanging by the carriages, 
which excited a deep interest and admiration. Part of the work- 
men were entertained at Stockton, and part at Yarm,and there was 
a grand dinner for the proprietors and their most distinguished 
guests, to the number of 102, at the Town-hall in Stockton. 
Thomas Meynelt, esq., of Yarm,was in the cliair, and the mayor of 
the town acted as vice-president. The first rail of the Stockton 
and Darlington railway was laid by Thomas Meynell, esq., of the 
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Fri&rage, Yann, Dear Si. John's Well, Stockton, where the depdt 
for coal b now erected, on the 23d of May, 1822, with public ce- 
remonies and rejoicii^. 

1825 ( Oct. SJ^—The farm-house upon the lands of Dutesfield, 
near Bamborough was discovered to be on fire. Mr. Lilhum, the 
tenant, and the heads of his family, had gone to the meeting on the 
morning, and had lefl the house in charge of the servant girl. She 
and the younger part of the family having walked into the fields, it 
was long before the fire was discovered, and. before assistance could 
be procured the house was nearly enveloped inflames. The whole 
of the furniture (some trifling things excepted), the linen, the wear- 
ing apparel, a stock of wool, and cash in notes to a considerable 
amount, were entirely destroyed. Fortunately the house had no 
connexion with the outbuildings and stack yard. 

October 5. — An explosion took place in Hebhurn colliery by 
which four men were suffocated hy the afler-damp. The carburet' 
ted hydrc^n gas took fire at a steel mill which was employed while 
the Uavy lamps were cooling. 

Octootr 12. — A pair of spectacles. In a steel case, were takeu 
out of the maw of a salmon in the fish-market, Newcastle. 

Oetoder 18, — Died, at Hexham, Mrs. Jane Rutherford, in her 
106lh year. 

Notember 6. — This morning (Sunday), at a little before five 
o'clock, an alarming fire broke out in premises occupied by Mr. 
Charlton, iallow.cbandler, at the foot of Gallowgate, adjoining St. 
Andrew's church-yard, Newcastle. From the tallow-house it com- 
municated to a stable on one side, and a dwelling-house on tlic 
other. The stable and tallow-house quickly fell a prey to tlie de- 
vouring element, together with two horses in the former. The 
dwelling-bouse was m such a state of conflagration, that the Inmates 
were glad to escape, almost In a state of nudity, with their lives. 
Every article of furniture and wearing apparel belonging to these 
people were completely destroyed. 

Awemfer 14.— Died, at Edinburgh, John Fuller, esq., M. D. 
Dr. Fuller was the author of " The History of Berwick-upon-Twttd, 
including a ihort Account of the Villages of Tioeedmoatk and Spit- 
tal, ^c." with engravings, 8vo., 1799. In 1824, the doctor issued 

Oiectuses for " A General View of the Border Htilory of Eng- 
and Scotland," but which was not published in his life time. 
Navembar 16. — A new chapel, in connexion with the church of 
Scotland, called St. George's chapel, was opened for divine service 
in VlUiers-street, Blshopwearmouth. 

November 19. — Died, In Grindon-chare, Newcastle, Abigail Gray, 
aged 101 years. She retained all her faculties to the last. 

1826 ( Jan. ij. — The new fish-market, at the east end of the 
Guildhall, Newcastle, was first opened by a grand procearion of the 
dealers, attended by a band of music. A dinner was given to them 
on the occasion, and All Sainis' hells rung many a merry peal. 

January 3. — A horrid murder was committed upon the body 
ofao inoffensive man named Joseph Hedley, aged 75 years, residii^ 
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alone in a coltage in Horaer's-lane, near Warden, la Northumber- 
land. As he had long followed ihe busineas of a quilter, he wu 
well known in that neighbourhood under the name of "Joe (Ac 
QtuUtr" ills late was much lamented by all who knew him, and 
the parish of Warden offered one hundred guineas for the appre- 
lienBion of the murderer, but who has to the present time (1831) 
eluded detection. He liad made a vigoroua resistaitce. as he bad 
not less than tbrty-four wounds upon his body. Mr. A. B. Wrighti 
of the theatre, Hexham, wrote some elegiac verses upon this moat 
atrocious and bloody deed. 

1826 /Jon. 6^. — A large box arrived in Newcastle in the night 
by the Telegraph coach from Leeds, weighing upwards of sixteen 
stones. Suspicion having been excited by similor boxes having 
passed through Newcastle, the officers of police were sent for, and. 
on opening the box. they discovered the dead body of a man whose 
stature must have exceeded six feet. He was apparently between 
forty And fifty years of age, large boned, with dark hair and acquiline 
nose. Tlie corpse had not become putrid. The package was ad- 
dressed to Mr. Simpson, 61, Princes-street, Edinburgh." A coro- 
ner's inquest was held on this suftffcl on the following morning, and 
• verdict returned that " no marks of violence appear on the body, 
but by what means he came by his death, no evidence doili appear." 
The body was afterwords interred. 

JoMuary 10. — A Subscription Fancy Ball took place in tlie 
large assembly room, Newcastle. The company formed a splendid 
assemblage — niany of them being very fancifully dressed, and with- 
out masks. They began to assemble about half-past nine o'clock, 
and at ten the ball wasted oH' by Matthew Bell, esq., of Wools ington. 
and Miss F. Loraine. The (juadrille dancing commenced with 
Richardson's new and favourite set; and was kept up with great 
ipirit until one, when the company were ushered into the small 
assembly room, where an ^undent and elegant cold collation was 
set out, of which the decorations were greatly admired. The viands, 
ornamental cunteetiouory, and jelliee, were excellent, particularly 
the latter, which were most beautii'ully transparent, 'llie whole 
reflected great credit on the industry and skili of Miss Brodie. 
The repast went off with the greatest hilarity and satisfaction, 
during which the company was entertained by the music of the 
band n'om the Barracks, which also welcomed them on their co- 
trance. AAer supper dancing was resumed, and kept up until a 
late hour in the morning. There were 'i\i ladles and gentlemen 
present. The following is a list of the principal names, charac- 
ters, costumes, &c. : — Mr. W. H. Wilkinson (Durham), a Dalma- 
matian; Mr. Henry Hewitson (Seaton Burn), an Uld English 
Gentleman ; two Misses Ekina and Miss Flounders, Italian Pea- 
sants ; Mr. Wake, a Chinese ; Isaac Cooksoo, jun. esq., a Private 
Gentleman; Miss Kirsopp, fancy dress; Mr. Anderson (banker), 
very splendid court dress; Miss BrathwailCi Miss Buddie. Miss 
Bumel, fancy dresses ; Mrs, and Miss Rutherford, plain ; two 
Miaaea Rogeraon, plain ; Mrs. Smart and the two Misses Russell 
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(Heworth), Stacy dressea; Mre. ColllnsoD (Gatcsheacl), & haAj 
frnm the Ie]biii1 of Minorca ; Miss Price, iIil> Queen m MalacCK) 
incog, (black-fiiced) ; Miss Dobson, a French Peasant ; Mr. Dobsn^ J 
Colonel in the Egyptian Service ; Mrs. Fry and Miss Julia CollinEon^ ^ 
elegant fane/ dresses; Mr. and Miss James, Highland dressei| 
Mr. George Cram, Ati Bey : Mrs. Cram, Morgiana ; Miss Cranio j 
Clarl i Mr. P. G. Ellison, a Royal Archer ; Miss M. Ellison, Vai+i ] 
ella, in the Weathercock ; Miss C. Werge, a Scots Girl (rery 
neat); Mrs. T. E. Headlani, very splendid full dress; Mrs. Wnu 
Brandling, fancy dress ; Mr. W. Brandling, unifom) ; Mr. Bdl 
(Woolsington), uniform; Mrg. Bell, Prussian Lady; Mrs. JameV 
Anderson, fancy dress ; Miss Huthwaite,full dress ; Mr. AdamsoBi J 
Colonel's Uniform i Mr. Bates, rceimentAle ; Miss Bates, Eroma) I 
Mrs. J. Atkinson, Private Lady ; Mr. William and Miss Smith (^St 1 
Lawrence), fant^drenes; Mr. M'Intyre, s^^endid Highland Chi«£i I 
tain; Mr. and Mrs. Hedley (Benridge), elegantly dressed; Mi)# * 
Hick, fsmcy dress ; Mr. Keenlyside, court dress ; two MisKt 
Headlam and Miss Connelly, fancy dresses ; Mrs. and Miss Joblit^ 
(Newton Hall), full dress ; Mr. Jobling, court dress ; Mrs. Trevelyan 
and two Misses Trevelyan, splendid full dresses; Mr. and Mn. 
Aynslcy, full dress; Mr. Hood and the two Misses Hood, Spanish 
Peasants ; Dr. Hcadlom, an Old Gentleman ; General Terrot, uni- 
form; Mr. Bigge (Linden), Northumberland Hunt full dress : Mr. 
Coulson, jun. (Blenkinsopp), regimentals; two Misses Coulson, 
Bohemian Peasants ; Miss Airey, fancy dress ; Mrs. Shadforlh, 
Turkish costume ; Colonel Coulson, uniform of North iwnherlond Mi- 
litia; Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., Lady Ridley, two Misses 
Ridley, Mr. Ridley, and Mr. Wood, full dresses ; Col. Bowwaler, 
rourt dress: Mrs. General Utye, Spanish Lady; Mr. Lay e, jun., 
Spanish Nobleman ; Miss Brumell, Polish dress; Mr. Brumell, Old 
Gentleman; Miss Loraine, fancy dress; Miss F. Lorninc, fancy 
dress ; Mr. J. Cookson and Misses C. iuU dresses ; Mr. Bates and 
Miss Bates, fancy dresses ; Mrs, Losh, full dress ; Miss Hannah 
Smith, Tyrolese Peasant ; Miss E. Cookson, Danish Lady ; Miss 
Ellison (Cbariotte-square), full dress ; Mr. Noel Ellison, fancy drem ; 
Mr. Samuel Parker, Cossack ; Mr. and Mrs. Dinon Dixon, full 
dresses ; Mrs. Dale, Lapland Bride; Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbert, fancy 
dresses ; Major Thompson, uniform ; Miss Parker and Miss Surtees, 
Italian costume ; Miss C. Heron, an Arabian Princess ; Mr. J. 
Smith, Turkish costume; Miss Smith and Miss Ogle; Spanish 
dresses ; Miss Purvis, Hungarian ; Misses Brumell (Morpeth), fancy 
dresses ; Mr. Tathwell, an Old Englishman ; Miss Tathwell, elegant 
Grecian dress; Mr. John Brandling, court dress ; Mr. Edwiud Lo- 
raine, Jack Tar; Mr. Hutchinson, splendid college dress; Mrs. J. 
Davidson, full dress ; Mr. Jackson, Lord of the Isles ; Mr. C. Jack* 
ton.anOldGeDtleman, time of Charles the First: Dr. Bui man, court 
dress ; Mrs. and the Misses Bulman, fancy dresses ; Mr. George 
Bulmin, uniform ; Mr. C. J. Bigge, Spanish Grandee (vcrv elegant) ; 
Mr. Otter, court dress of Louis XI V. ; Mr. J. G. Clarke, Sponish 
Grandee ; Mr. J. Jobling, West Indian Planter ; Mr. M. L. Jubling, 
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I Saracen ; Mrs. Clarke, full dress ; Mr. Ker, jun., plain dress ; Mr. 
K. C. Askeir, court dreas; Miss Losl), very spleodid; Mr. J. L, 
1 laoraine, an elegant Old Gentleman of 1711 ; Mr. Brandling, uni- 
f Ibrm of the Gosforth Cavalry ; Mrs. Brandling, full dress ; Misa 
Milner and Miss Lambert, fancy dresses ; Mr. Jaques, Swiss Pea- 
[ aant ; Mr. and Mrs Allgood (Nunwick), full dresses ; Colonel Bell, 
t &ncy dress ; Mr, Henry Bigge, admirable as Dr. Pangloss ; Mr, W. 
I J. Grey, jun., Spanish Nobleman; Mr. Thomas Pemberton, court 
I dress ; Mr. Ettnck, a Gendeman of the Old School ; Miss Ettrick, 
hftncy dress; Mr. Anderson and two Misses Anderson, Spanish 
I costume. The Officers of the First Light Dragoons were in their 
I uniforms ; and the Mayor of Newcastle Arch. Reed, esq., wore his 
I official chain. 

, 1826 fJan. IT J. — The first coals from the new colliery on the 
f l^rlngwell estate, belonging to the Right Hon. Lord Ravensworth, 
ind partners, were conveyed down the new railway (about five and 
I ft half miles in length) to the river Tyne.and put on board the ship 
I Industry, at the improved new drop, erected on the Jarrow Grange 
' estate of Cuthbert Ellison, esq. About half-past eight o'clodc on 
I the morning, the excellent band composed of his lordship and part- 
I ners' colliers at Mount Moor, in their new uniforms, with cockades 
t their caps, marched to the pit playing several pleasing airs, and 
I Ibllowcd by a great concourse of spectators, amongst whom was 
r m individual nearly 100 years old, (who had expressed a wish to 
i the first coals go from the pit, having when a girl, on the like 
irasion, seen the first coals sent from the old colliery to the Wear,) 
fi>r the acoramodation of whom the agents sent a carriage to convey 
I her thither, and gave her a cockade which she displayed at her 
bonnet. The procession left the pit at 9 o'clock in four waggons, fit- 
led up for the accommodation of the band, the agents of the colliery, 
■nd several ladies and gentlemen visitors, with a numerous con* 
course of persons on foot, and with eight chaldron waggons of coals, 
descended down the inclined plane, and preceded by the bond, 
' passed onwards towards the Tyne. On the coal waggons crossing 
r the turnpike road from Sunderland to Newcastle, the company gave 
I three cheers, the band playing " God save ifie king." On the pro- 
I iWBsion arriving at Monkton, it was joined by some of the agents of 
' the other collieries of his lordship and partners, and otiier gentle- 
men, and finally arrived at the top of the inclined plane, near the 
I river, about half-past eleven o'clock, where numbers had assembled 
to join the procession, and view the operation of shipping the coalsi 
r «4iich are called Lord Itavensworth and Partners' Peareth's Walls- 
I S&d. After placing the band in front of the cottages built on the 
[ spot, the coal waggons descended down the plane, one at a time, 
I end landing upon the platform of the drop, were lowered on to the 
deck of the ship. The emptying of the first waggon was announced 
I by a discharge of cannon, returned by a like discharge from the 
I i|q)posite shore. After the emptying of the coal waggons, the 
I agents with a few select friends proceeded to Newcastle, and par- 
took of an excellent duiner provided on tlie occasion by Mr. 
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Richardson, of the Three Indian Kings, on the Quayside. Many 
local toasts were given, with songs ; one composed for the occasion, 
and sung by captain Welsh, gave much satisfaction. 

1826 (Jan, \1.) — On the morning a terrible explosion of fire- 
damp, took place in Jarrow colliery, near South Shields, Durham, 
belonging to Thomas and Robert Brown, esqrs., of London, by 
which thirty-four men and boys were killed ; and some otliers much 
burnt. Forty-five horses and two asses were also killed in the 
mine. The explosion took place in the Bensham pit, which had 
been recently sunk to the lowest seam. The cause could not be 
ascertained, as none who were in the place where the blast origi- 
nated, were saved. It appeared on the coroner's inquest, on the 
body of Richard Bell, one of the sufferers, that tlie overmen and 
deputies had inspected all the workings on the morning of the day 
on which the accident occurred, and the wastemen had gone 
through the waste. There was no appearance of danger, but on the 
contrary, the pit seemed well ventilated, and in a perfectly safe 
state. The number down the pit at the time was forUr-eight. 

1826 (Jan. 22^.— Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, the 
rev. John Smith, A. M., vicar of that town, in the 61st year of his 
age. He was a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and a mem- 
ber o^ the senate. About the year 1790, he was appointed second 
master oi Westminster School, under the rev. Dr. Vincent, he was 
afterwards presented with the living of Silkstone, near Bamsley, in 
Yorkshire, and in 1804, succeeded to the vicarage of Newcastle, 
upon the demise of the rev. J. D. Carlyle. During a constant re- 
sidence for nearly 22 years upon hb cure, he made many friends 
by his kind and hospitable disposition. He was an example of 
christian charity, for ne not only << did not seek his own,** but in 
many instances returned what he received, and gave away privately 
to the extent of his means, while to the public charities of the place 
he was a liberal benefactor, and promoted many of them by the 
most vigilant personal attention and unceasing exertions. February 
the Ist, his remains were interred in a vault in St. Nicholas' church- 
yard near the library door, with every token of respect from great 
numbers of his sorrowing parishioners. The procession was pre- 
▼iously arranged in the vestries of the respective churches, and set 
out from the vicarage about one o'clock. It was altogether on foot. 
The beadles with their staves led the way, followed hs mutes, next 
came the boys and girls of St. Nicholas' charity schools. The caps 
of the former were trimmed with crape, and they had also a crape 
rosette on the left arm. The dresses of the girls were also simi- 
larly trimmed. They were followed by the several parochial 
officers, select vestrymen, &c.of the town. The clergy of the estab- 
lished church followed. The procession was closed by a number 
of the private friends of the deceased, among whom were the mayor 
of Newcastle (George Forster, esq.), and several of the corporate 
body. The churchwardens, &c., wore scarfs and hatbands, the rest 
of the gentlemen hatbands only. From an early hour on the morn- 
ing till the interment, the great bells of the several churches tolled, 
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ihe flag 
I ihe line of the procession were n 



I the CBitte was displayed half-staff liigh, and the shops 
" the procession were all closed. The coiiccurse of 
gpectaiors was immense, and so rager were they to witness the in- 
terroent that a great portion of the wooden paling on the louth tide 
of the church-yard was broken down by the pressure. A whole* 
length black profile portrait of this divine is published. 

1826 (Jan. 23;.— Died, at Loosing Hill, near Ravensworth, Dnr- 
ham, Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, aged 100 years, enjoying her metnorj' 
10 the last. 

This month, died, at Dalton, near Hexham, Mrs. Hannah Mid- 
dieton, in the 103d year of her age. 

Febniarff 1. — Died, niter a few hours' illness, at his seal. Go*- 
forth House, in N on humberland, Charles John Brandling, esq,, 
M. P. for Northumberland, and lieutenant-colonel of the Northum- 
berland and Newcastle cavalry. He was interred, on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, at Gosforth church, with great solemnity. At an early period 
of the day, carriages of the wealthy and powerful began to arrive 
at Gosforth house ; and many persons on horseback and on foot went 
from Newcastle and Ihe neighbourhood. At two o'clock, the body, 
in a splendid black coffin, was placed in the hearse ; four mourning 
coaches then drew up at the hall door, and received the sorrowin* 
mourners ; and about half-past two the solemn jirocession morel 
for the final depository. The procession occupied nearly half a 
mile in extent. There were, including the hearse, upwards of 
thirty vehicles, nearly one half of them drawn by four horses eBch. 
Allcr these came, !n deep mourning, a troop of the Newcastle ca- 
valry. A number of his tenantry closed the line. On arrival at 0» 
church.yard, where a stone vault of considerable dimensions had 
been constructed, the body was met by the rev. Mr. Walker, who 
pierfomied the service in a very impressive manner. The poll waa 
supported by sir M. W. Ridley, M. P., sir Charles Lorainc, air C. 
M. I„ Monck, barts., R. J. Lambton, C. W. Bigge, and C. J. Cla- 
Vering, esqrs. As chief-mourners apjieared the rev. K. H. Brand- 
ling, John Brandling, It. \V. Brandling, Thomas Creevey, M. P., 

R. Burdon, Matthew Bell, William Linskill, Walter Fawkes, G. 

TVentworth, and Charles Ogle, esqrs. After [liese followed a num- 
ber of gentlemen with scarfs and hatbands. The church was crowded 
to excess, indeed the whole way from Gosforth House to the church 
was lined with sorrowing spectators. 

Ftbrvary %. — Died, in Silver-street, Newcastle, Mr. James Al- 
lan, aged loa years. 

February 16 The Free Masons' Lodge, No. 26, in the Groat 

Market, Newcastle, was consecrated and dedicated with great so- 
lemnity. They bad removed from their lodge, in the Bigg-market, 
to these rooms, which had previously been occupied by the Literary 
>nd Philosophical Society, that body having removed to their new 
building in West gate-street. 

Februari/ 17 — ITie foundation of a hght-house, at the east end 
of the pier at the mouth of Berwick harbour, was laid by Admiral 
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1826«— Thf begioDing of this yetr, the numbering of the houses 
asd shops in the various streets, 4kc of Newcastle, was commenced. 

March 18^—- A fire broke out at the Loonlng-bum, a farm in the 
paririi of Elsdoo, Northumberland, in the occupation of Mr. William 
Armorer, of the Dunns, which entirely consumed the farm-stead 
aad two cottages. Great exertions were used by the neighbours 
to stop the conflagration without effiBcL The staoL-jard and other 
premises were saved bv the wind being fiivouraUe. 

Marok 21. — Died, m St Nicholas poor-house, in Newcastle, 
Jane Youngs aged 104 years. She was the dao^ter of Alexander 
and Margaret i ouns;, and baptiaed at the parish church of Yet- 
holm, on the 2d of Mardi, 1722. 

March 25. — Died at his house in Cavendish-square, London, 
after an illness of six weeks, the right reverend Shute Barrington, 
lord bishop of Durham, in his 9£l year. After an education at 
''^n and Oxford, where he was for some years Fellow of Merton 
c(^ege, be entered into holy orders, was appointed chaplain to 
King George XL, and afterwards to King Greorge III. In 1761, he 
was made canon of Christ-church, Oxford, and a few years after* 
wards residentiarv of St. Paul's. In 1769, he was consecrated 
bishop of Uandaff, and continued in that see till 1788, when he was 
tnmslated to Salisbury. In 1791, he succeeded Dr. Thomas Thur- 
low, in the opulent see of Durham. August 4th, his lordship made 
a public entry into his diocese when he was met at Croft bridge 
about noon, by Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., attended by all his 
aflioers, as well as the officers of the see, and a number ot gentle- 
men, to congratulate his lordship on his safe arrival in his diocese. 
His lordship was also met by John Erasmus Blackett, esq., as sub- 
stitute for Sir Edward Blackett, hart., lord of the manor of Sock- 
bum, who presented his lordship according to ancient custom with 
a &lchion.* His lordship, with his attendants, proceeded to Dar- 
lington, where they dined. At Farewell-hall, about two miles from 
the city of Durham, his lordship was met bv the chapter, where 
the Bev. Dr. Sharp, as sub-dean, addressed his lordship in a hand- 

* The manor of Sockburn is held under the biahop of Durham, by knight*i 
service and the following ceremony :— >At the first entrance of the bishop, the 
lord of Sockbum, or bis agent, meets him in the middle of the river Tees, at 
Neaham, where the river is fordable (otherwise on Croft-bridge), when he 
pMaents a fidchion to the bishop, as an emblem of his temporal power, and 
SSpeats the fbllowinff words :— .** My lord bishcp, I here present pou with thefd^ 
emtm^ w h er e w it h themampion Conyert dew the worm, dragon^ orjieryjtyitig terpent^ 
whkh deetroyed man, vMrnian, and child ; in memory of t^ich, the king then reigning, 
gave him the manor ofSocklmrn, to hold by thit tenure, that upon thejirtt entrance of 
mtery bishop into the county, this fiddtion should be presented,** The bishop takes 
the fidchion in his hand, and immediately returns it to the person tluit pre« 
sents it, wishing the lord of Sockburn health and a lon^ enjoyment or his 
aaanor. Croft^bridge, over the river Tees, consbts of six large arches and 
one smaller anch on the southern side. The structure is maintained by the 
QOrth-ridiiu^ of the county of York, and by the county of Durham. The blue 
stone wfalcii marl^s the boundary, rests on the pier of the third arch from the 
Durham side. Sockburn church, a small neat structure, contains the arms 
and nonunmtal inacriptiens in memory of various of the Conyers fiunily. 
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tome fpecch, to which the bishop made a most elegant reply. The 
company then resumed their carriages, and at the head of Old £1- 
vetf were met by the banners of the incorporated companies of the 
city of Durham, music, &c. At the entrance of the market place, 
the mayor and aldermen, were ready to congratulate his lordship. 
The procession then went forward to the cathedral, where his lord- 
ship leaving his carriage, was conducted to the Consistory or Spirit- 
ual Court, and vested in his pontificals, upon an elevated place, 
where the virgin Mary's altar formerly stood. In leaving the Con- 
sistoryy his lordship advanced to the body of the church, where he 
was met by the prebendaries, minor-canons, lay-singers, and cho- 
risters, who preceded his lordship to the high altar, sinking << Te 
Deum.*' After a short prayer, his lordship was led to his throne ; 
divine service then began, which was read« by the rev. the dean of 
Rochester, in the course of which, JBbdans ** Magnificaty** and 
" Nunc dimithUy'* and PurceVs " / was glad" were sung by the 
choir, at the conclusion of which, his lordship gave his blessing 
to the congregation. Service being finished, his lordship was con- 
ducted as before to the great north door of the cathedral, where 
the prebendaries took their leave ; and, being preceded by the high 
sheriff, and attended by, many of the gentlemen, his lordship re- 
tired to his castle, and the day following, received the compliments, 
oft great number of the clergy and gentlemen of the county. 

1826 f March 25, J^ A tryst fair for the sale of cattle, horses, 
sheep and swine, was held m Hexham, by order of the lord and 
lady of the manor (Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont), on the above day for 
the first time, and to be continued on the same day in every suc- 
ceeding year. 

March 29, — Between eight and nine o'clock in the evening, a 
lunar rainbow was observed in the atmosphere at Newcastle, the 
stars shining bright through an unclouded sky, and no moon visible; 
an arch of a dull white or nebulous light, clearly defined, gradually 
extended itself from west to east, stretching itself over the town. 
The two points towards the horizon being much narrower than the 
middle. The stars were visible through this luminous vapour, 
which continued about two hours, and then gradually dissolved 
away. It exhibited none of the flickerings usual with the Aurora 
Borealis. 

April 3. — Two men whose united ages amounted to 202 years 
were intered at Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, viz. : — John Drew, 
of that place, aged 91 years, and Thomas Fletcher, of Philadelphia, 
in the same parish, aged 111 years. The latter retained his senses 
entire till within a few hours of his death. His grandfather died at 
the age of 120 years, and his sister 102 years. His uncle was 105 
years when he died, and he could read the smallest print the day 
before his death. He was in the train band of Mr. Shafto, of East 
Sliatto, in the year 1745. 

AprU 14. — Died, at Sunderland, Jane Dryden, widow, aged 103 
years. 

April 83,<— Dr. William van Mildert, was initalled bishop of 
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Durham, at London* July 2lBt> he arrived at the city of Durham, 
and was installed in the cathedral there. 

1826 (May 4^. — Being ascension-day, the mayor of Newcastle^ 
according to ancient custom, surveyed the boundaries of the river 
Tyne. In the evening, on the return of the barges, &c., from New- 
bum, and a little above the Crooked Billet, a small boat wherein 
were twelve persons, was unfortunately run foul off and upset by a 
steam-vessel, and a young man and a young woman, named John 
Lambton and Mary Gregg, lost their lives. Coroner's verdict, ac^* 
ciderUal death. Deodand on the steam-boat, £5. 

May 30. — An explosion took place in Townley Main (Stella) 
colliery on the river Tjme, by which lamentable occurrence thirty- 
eight human beings lost their lives. 

June 12. — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. 
Moor, as a sail-cloth manufacturer in Queen-street, Sunderland, 
which at first had a very alarming appearance, but, by the timely 
arrival of the engines, and the assistance of those present, it was got 
under without communicating to any of the adjoining premises. 

June 13. — About ten o clock in the forenoon a fire broke out 
in a tenanted house in Hornsby's-chare, Newcastle. It bore at one 
time a very alarming aspect, owing to a quantity of tar, in a mer- 
chant's cellar underneath, having caught fire, but, by the prompt 
arrival of the engines, and the praiseworthy exertions of the neigh- 
bours and individuals who had arrived at the spot, the fire was con- 
fined to the premises where it broke out, which were totally 
destroyed, with almost all the furniture of the inmates, who barely 
escaped with their lives. 

July 1. — In consequence of some language which was given 
on the hustings at Alnwick on the preceding day during the gene- 
ral election for Northumberland, a duel was fought on Bamborough 
sands between John George Lambton, esq., M. P. for Durham, 
attended by the Hon. General Grey, and Thomas Wentworth 
Beaumont, esq., attended by Mr. Plunkett, when, after an exchange 
of shots, the affair was terminated to the satisfaction of the seconds. 

July 6. — Died Mrs. Jane Watts, wife of Captain Watts, R. N., 
and youngest daughter of the late George Waldie, esq., of Hen- 
dersyde Park, Roxburghshire, and Forth House, Newcastle. This 
lady was distinguished by uncommon literary talents, and by her 
fine original paintings from nature, which commanded universal 
admiration in the exhibitions of the Royal Academy at Somerset- 
house, and were ranked with the works of the first artists of the 
day. Mrs. Watts was the author of " Letters on HoUandy* << Rome 
in the 19/A Century" and a very interesting novel entitled '< Conti' 
nental AdventureSy* 3 vols., &c. &c. 

July 26, — Died, at his residence atWest Jesmond, near Newcastle, 
aged 68 years. Sir Thomas Burdon, knight, lieut.-col. commandant 
of the Tyne hussars, and of the Second Durham local militia, one 
of his Mi^esty's justices of the peace lor Northumberland, and for- 
merly an alderman of Newcastle, and twice mayor. His lady, who 
had been dead some years previous, was a sister of tlie Right Hon. 
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the Earl of Eldon and the Right Hon. Lord Stowell. Sir Thoma^ 
who had been a staunch supporter of Mr. Liddell during his canvusi 
fer Northumberland, wa« distinguished for bis loyalty, hospitality, 
■ad chanty; and vas univergolly esteenied for the urbanity and*- 
kbdness of his manners and heart. Sir Thomas had the honour of 
knighthood conferred upon him at Carlton-house by the Prince ReW 
gvnt OD the 14th May, 1816. 

1826 (Aug. h). — An iron, or suspension bridge, over the river 
Coquet, at Hepple, in Northumberland, was opened. It was pnj.. 
jected by Mr. John Wilson, of Rimside. Its greatest span 90 feet, 
and was calculated to support a weight of six tons without suflering 
permanent alteration. The expense of erection did not exceed 
£30.1! 

Auffist 7. — A hackney coach was commenced running at 
Gateshead, in tlie county of Durham. 

Atigtut 14 A newly-erected extensive paper-mill at Scots* 

nooA, near Newcastle was discovered to be on fire. Two engines 
from Lemington were immediately procured, and a person sent 
express to the Newcastle Fire-office for the engines belonging to 
that establishment, but such was the nature of the materials of th* 
nill, that the premises were soon a heap of burning ruins. Tha 
flames had a most terrilic appearance, and ignited a part of aa 
adjoining coal-staith, as also a hedge and some trees in the viciaitfr 
Towards the evening, and after the engines had lefl, the large stoM 
of paper and other materials, covered by the falling of the walls, 
Ac, again burst into flames, and, owing to a strong southerly wind) 
burnt with great fury, when several cottages occupied by the 
workmen, and a coal-tar manulactory adjoining, were set fire toi 
and, had it not been for the exertions of the workmen in extimf,] 
guishing the burning sheets of paper that were flying in all direc* ' 
tions, they must have became a prey to tlie devouring element. 
An engine had again to be procured from Newcastle, and the fire 
was at length extinguished, aflcr a destruction of property to the 
amount of £8,000. 

Auffiul 31. — St. James's chapel, Blackett-strect, Newcastle, was 
first opened lor divine worship. The Rev. Thomas Brown, of St. 
John's, Glasgow, officiated on the occasion, and a collection was made 
in aid of the funds of the chapel. Sunday, September 3d, there were 
aermonsou the moming.afternoon, and evening, by the Hev. Thomai 
Brown, when collections were again made in aid of the funds. 
September 6th, the Synod of the Presbyterian church in England, 
in communion with the church of Scotland, met and constituted ia 
tiiia chapel. It was the first synod, constituted in Cngland, ta 
communion with the church of Scotland. 

September $. — About six o'clock on the morning, an explosion 
took place in Heworth colliery, when three men and two boys were 
unfortunately killed, and ten others scorched and bruised. ThiE 
explosion duhed to pieces the stoppings, brattices, and props, and 
brought down the roof in several places. Some of the men who 
Mmt working in a distant part of the mine, were unhurt and evea 
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unconsdous, until they came to bank, of tlie accident having hap- 
pened. 

1826 (Sept. 23). — The lord biahop oC Durham consecrated a 
new chapel of ease and a burial-ground attached, at Shincliffe, in the 
county of Durham. 

September 28. — A public acconimodalion was given to the in- 
habitants of Newcastle, by the addition of minute hands to tlie 
dials oflhe clock in the tower of St. Nicholas' cliurch. This is the 
only public clock posseBsing this advantage. The additional work 
was executed by Mr, William Tweedy, clock and watch maktT, an 
ingenious mechanic, for Mr. John Smith, the keeper. The dials 
were also new gilt, which altogether had an imposing appearance. 
This clock was first lighted with gas December 5th, 1839, whiek 
tee. This clock was made in the year 1 76 1 .— Set vol, i, page 2S6. 

October 1^-The town of South Shields was first lighted with gas. 

OcfobeT27. — An explosion took place in the high pit of Ben- 
well colliery, near Newcastle, by which two young men, named 
Joseph Whitlield, and William Peel, were killed almost instanta- 
neously. Several men were much injured. There were upwards 
of 100 men and boys in the mine at the time. The cause assigned 
for this explosion was, that Peel went ivith a candle into a port of 
the mine where he and the rest had been cautioned not to go. 

November 16, — Died, at fiishopwearmouth, Nicholas Haswell, 
aged 102 years. 

November 20. — The foundation stone of the Suspension bridge 
across the river Wansbeck, near Morpeth, was laid. A roll of 
parchment, containing the origin and issue of the matter, In a neat 
latin macription, a newspaper, coins, memoranda, &c., in a bottle, 
hermetically sealed, were deposited in a cavity of the ilone Hobt. 
Clark, e»(j., of Highlaws, after securing the cavity, mounted the 
stone, and, in a brief and appropriate address, pointed out die ad- 
vantages of the undertaking, and wished prosperity and long dura- 
tion to its execution. The stone was lowered amid loud cheers, 
firing of guns, and a merry peal from the neighbouring clock tower, 
and success to the bridge was most heartily drunk by the assembled 

December 2. — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, Jane Rob- 
son, a poor woman, aged 100 years. 

DerxTnber 9 — Died, at lus father's house, in Bamardcastici after 
a few months' iilness, Mr. William Vasey, aged 24 years, "litis 
young man, who had been a clerk to an attorney in Newcastle, 
evinced considerable talents as a poet, a critic, and a moralist, and 
although he did not leave much behind him, yet what he did leave 
reflects honour on his memory ; his last piece is an *' Addret$ to the 
Sreexe," written during his return from France, whither he had 
been in search of health ; but this was denied, and soon after his 
return, he fell a victim to a rapid consumption which consigned 
him to an early tomb. 

This year, a wooden bridge across the river Tyne. near Hall 
whiade, 27S feet in length, was completed ; Mr. John Dobson, 
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architect. It cost £700. raised by subscription of the v! 
whistle, and th^ neighbouring proprietors. 

1827 (Jan. 4^. — Died, aX. Bishop Auckland, Durham, Parkinson 
Wouldliave, aged 108 years. 

January 8,~0n the arrival in Newcastle, of the melancholy 
intelligence of tlie death of his royd highness the duke of Yoi^ 
on the 3th, tlie bells of the different churches commenced toUin— " 
at eight o'clock on the morning, the Aug on the castle was i 
balf-staif high, and the fluge of the various vessels at the Qua]£ 
were similarly hoisted. The churches were in a few days hun^ 1 
with black, and every token of mourning exhibited. January SOtl^ 
the day of the interment of his royal higlmess at Windsor, New^ 
castle exhibited an appearance of great solemnity. By a sigtiit J 
gun from the castle, at eight o'clock on the morning the bells coi 
menced tlieir solemn tolling, and the vessels in the river hoisl__ 
tlieir fkgs haU'-niost high. The market, according to the request 
from the mayor, having been held on the Friday, the shops wei* 
all kept shut. The Society of Friends showed their loyalty and att""^ 
ment to the present reigning family, in having their shops 
offices generally closed. At the Custom-house, Liter^ and 
loBDphical Society, &-c., all business was suspended. There wi 
prayers at all the churches, and the mayor, sherilf, aldermen, 
other members of the corporate body, all in full mourning, prec 
bv their usual officers bearing the regalia, which were bound witb 
black crape, went in procession to St. Nicholas' church, where 
vice was most impressively performed by ttie Rev. the Vicar. The 
members of the Orange and Odd Fellows' Lodges went in proces- 
iion to this church, displaying the ribbons of their orders. During 
the day various solemn peaU were rung. At four o'clock minute 
guns were commenced firing from the castle, which were continued 
until five o'clock, when the solemnities of the day ceased. A cir- 
cumstantial accounl of Aii obsereantx, with copiet of all tlie billt, 
fyc, Ktu piJilished hy Jo/m Sykes. 

January 16. — A new chapel, denominated the Union chapel, 
was opened at Blyth, for divine service, by the ILev. Mr. Gilmore, 
of North Shields, and the Rev. Mr. Duncan, of Sunderland, eocJl 
of whom delivered appropriate and eloquent discourses. The 
pel was furnished with every necessary appendage, through 
persevering activity of a few ladies, in a manner honourable 
themselves and expre^^ive of their gratitude. 

FdtnMTy 17. — The Betsy Cains, of Shields, having sailed from 
that port with a cargo for Hainbro,' met with a heavy gale from 
E. S. E. and was obliged to bear up for Shields harbour, but when 
on Tynemoutli bar (where the sea was breaking tremendously 
heavy), she struck, and was afterwards driven upon the rocks, near 
the Spanish battery. The crew were taken out of the vessel by 
the Northumberland life-boat, which went off to her through the 
breakers in the most gallant style. In 1688 this vessel brought 
, over to England William, Prince of Orange, and was then caUcd 
- , tbe Princess Mary ; for a number of years she was one of Queen 
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Aniie*! royal ysditSy and at that time considered a remarkably fast 
fining TeneL It was for some time expected that she would bu 
got OT, bat the weather continuing tempestuous she finally went to 
pieces. The lots of this (supposed to be the oldest British) vessel, 
excited considerable curiosity, not only to view her in a wrecked 
state, bat to obtain some part of her in token of the event for 
wbidi^ie was most remarkable, the bringing over of King William 
TTT- Iiidividaals in Shields received letters from several Orange 
Lodfgesy and persons in various parts of the country, requesting to 
procare them pieces of the vessel. 

lB37fFeb.22j4 — A young man named John Margetts, apprentice 
to a surgeon of North Shieldi, having been sent by his master, Mr. 
Greenhowy with some medicine to a sick person about five o'clock 
on the morning, most mysteriously disappeared, and has not since 
been heard of. He was about nineteen years of age. 

FAnuny 26^ — About four o'clock in the afternoon, Alexander 
Arodie, tibe oldest wherryman on the river Tyne, plied a small boat 
oo^llie Quay, Newcastle, to the amusement of numerous spectators, 
the Tyne having risen several feet higher than ordinary, owing to 
the rapd thaw of the snow, &c. Many of the cellars on the Quay- 
tride were inundated, the water extending considerably up the 
Brood Chare. 

The banning of this year the names of the streets, &c^ in 
Gateshead were first put up. 

Monk l«i — ^The wind corn-mill belonging to Mr. Butterfint, in 
Hendon-lane, near Sunderland, was destroyed by fire, which broke 
OQt between six and seven o'clock, and the wind being very high, 
btfled every attempt to extinguish it, although the parish engines 
were speeduly on the spot, and well supplied with water. The 
nun was insured for £600. supposed only naif its value. 

March 12^-^Early on the morning, a rock of some tons weight 
was separated from its long abode, and came down with a trcmen- 
doos tnundering noise from a height of twenty yards, against a 
hoase in Brid^-^te, Bamardcastle, occupied by persons named 
Green and Dickinson. Instantly the side of the house gave way, 
and two children who were sleeping in a lower room were for sonto 
time boned in its ruins, but were taken out unhurt. When ]>ick-' 
inson awoke, who occupied an upper room, his be<l was kept 
up by a hddiast to the other wall, the floor having given way, and 
the other side of the house having disappeared, he hung in his 
bed like a tenant of the air ; but through assistance, all the inmates 
were rescued from their perilous situation. 

This month, a neat ana commodious Wesleyan Methodist chafN;! 
was opened at High ConisclifTe, near Darlington. Sermons wero 
oreached by the Rev. Messrs Leach and' Lord, after which £10. 
i5i. were collected towards the building of the chapel. 

AprU S. — A beautiful full-lengtli figure of Christ, in stained 
glass, by Mr. John Gibson, of Newcastle, was placed in the great 
east window of St. Nicholas', church in that town, at the expense oi 
tbe- corporation. It is an enlarged copy of a painting by Mr. Wm. 
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Dixon, end tlie ralthful manner in which Mr. Gibion has trensfeTred 
it to the gloss, evinces great ekill as an artist, whilst the richness 
and purenese of his colours attest his proficiency in tliis very diffi- 
cult art. Mr, Gibson, since that period, has produced many ele- 
gaot and admired specimens, which have been introduced into 
windows, &c., of both public and private buildings. Glass stain- 
ing can now be no longer considered as one of tlie lost arts. 

1^27/^^^/ 18^ As theworkmenio the quarries at FulweH, near 

Sunderland, were removing a large block of limestone into a csrt, 
and finding it too large toTit\, they broke the stone in two pieces, 
when, to their astonishment, an ask, about five inches long, with 
brown baek and freckled bellvi moved out of a cell in the solid 
block I 

May 5. — Died, the Reverend Richard Wallis, A. M., rector 
of Seaham, and perpetual curate of St. Hilda, South Shields, 
Durham. Mr. Wallis was the eldest son of the Rev. Richard 
Wallis, vicar of Carham (brother of the Rev. John Wallis, tbm^ 
historian of Northumberland), and of Elizabeth, sister of the F 
John Rotberam, rector of Hought on -le -spring. Mr. WalUs n 
ried the only daughter of the Rev. John Robinson, rector a 
patron of the advowson of Seaham, by whom he had one smi, 
John Wallis, A. B., of University College, who died unmarried, and 
three daughters, two of whom are living unmarried, and the third 
is the wife of Thomas Surtees Raiiie, Esq. Mr. Wallis was di»r 
tinguishcd through life by the strictest integrity. His dispositit ' 
was retired, and he buried in the shade talents and acquiremei 
of no common order. He cultivated music, painting, and en^ 
ing; his copies from the old masters, and his original sketchM ^ 
(many of which are preserved by his family), possess high merit ; 
his knowledge of mechanics was very considerable, and several 
light essays and Jeux d'etprit, in prose and poetry, attest his taste 
in composition. In his own circle, his discrimination and almost 
instinctive insight into character, and the originality and racinesa 
of bis observations, made him a most interesting companion. Mr, 
Wallis was the author of " Memoirs of lAe Rev. John Jtolheram," 
tee vol. I., pat/e 350, and of " T/ie Group, a Poem" the platft | 
of which includes portraits of the two Rotherams (brothers), < 
the author, his wife and child, his sister Agnes, atterwards wife fi , 
the Rev. Christopher Robinson, and of some other relatives. Hf I 
met the gradual approach of age and infirmity with calm compa«l 
sure and real christian resignation. There is a fine portrait of f&^l 
W'allis painted by R. Edmondstone, and engraved by G. H. Fhillipi'ff 
at the expense of his family for private distribution. Mr. WalUs i 
lies buried, by his own desire, under a spreading sycamore on the 
south side of Seaham church-yard, near the brink of the romantic 
dean. In this cemetery also rest the remains of Joseph Blacket, 
an unfortunate child of genius, whose last days were soothed by 
die generous attention of the family of Milbanke. Mr. Blacket, 
who served an apprenticeship to his brother as a shoemaker, died 
on the 23d of August, 1810, at the early age of 21 years. Mn 
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Wallis pud this unfortunate poet great attention, and particularly 
in the capacity of a clergyman during his last moments. See " The 
Remain* of Jo*tph Blackel, edited by Mr. PraU," in 2 vols., IBll, 
with a portrait. 

1887 (May VI J. — A very curious discovery was made in the ca- 
thedral at Durbam. In carrymg into effect certain alterations and im- 
provements at theeastemendof the cburcb, and in that part known 
as the shrine of Sl Cutlibert, an old oaken coffin was found, con- 
taining the remmns of some distinguished personage. This dis- 
covery was made in the spot where it is recorded that the body 
of St. Cuthbert was deposited, when it was taken from its fere- 
tory, and interred, at the period of the Reformation. A large in- 
verted slab, inscribed with the name of a monk, covered the vault, 
which was about seven feet in length by four in breadth. Upon 
the removal of the slab a chest was seen, apparently of oak, the 
lid and great part of the sides of which had fallen in from de- 
cay, and was strewed upon the floor. When the mass of powdered 
wood, of this and two inner cofHns, was taken away, an entire 
skeleton was found, swathed in vestments of linen and silk, which 
were also much perished. A portion, however, of a stole and two 
maniples was still remaining, richly worked in silk and gold tissue, 
and affording some valuable dates. A small square tablet of wood, 
covered with a thin lamina of silver, was placed upon the body. 
There were also found in the coffin the fragments of an ivory comb 
of large dimensions, and a small gold cross, &C., &c. At the lower 
end of one of the outer coffins were laid several detached bones, a 
full grown skull, and the cranium and ribs of one or more children. 
Afler the remains had been inspected by several gentlemen, they 
were placed in a new shell, in the position in which they were 
found, and the vault was closed soon ^er. A very interestmg and 
circumstantial account of the above discovery has been given to the 
world by the Rev. James Raine, of Durham, under the title of 
" St. Cuthbert." It is in quarto, with illustrations, and satisfacto- 
rily proves, from a comparison with the account of a similar inves- 
tigation in 1104, preserved in manuscript in the library of the Dean 
and Chapter, that the remains here discovered were those of St. 
Cuthbert, and that the story of his incorruptibility is a monkish 
invention. — See May 21th, 1831. 

May 33, — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Wm. Geddes, 
aged 101 years. 

May 2*. — Being Ascension day, there was an unusually grand 
shew to accompanv tliat worthy magistrate, Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, in the annual survey, according to ancient 
custom, of the boundaries of the river Tyne. This festive occa- 
sion was attended with some melancholy events. On the preced- 
ing day, at Messrs, I-osh, Wilson and Bell's foundry at Walker, 
whilst the workmen were trying some new guns which they had 
prepared to salute the barges on the following day, one of the men 
named Andrew Percy was in the act of strikmg the ramrod with a 
hammer when the gun exploded, and his bowds were so lacerated 
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tliot lie died mwd after reai'hing tlie Inttrmary. Another man tru 
hurt, but hifl wounds were not serious. On the Tliureday, aa the 

i Jtarges were passing Mr. Iteay's raff-yard, at Walker-quay, on their 
return froui Shielils, another man, named Thomas Belt, was so 

J 'dreadfuily injured by thebursting ot' a large gun, thnt he died in ■ 

l-ftw hours after being removed to the lLihri]i:iv\ , 




fMa;/ ^OJ. — The new catholic chapel at Darlington, thoi: ^ 
then in an unfinished stat«, was opened to the public, when high 
jnosE was celebrated by the Right Reverend Doctor Smith, and an 
I ^oquent and impressive sermon wa£ preached by the Iteverend 
-Richard GJllow, of Ushaw College- The solemn service was at- 
. ^nded by a numerous and respectable assemblage of persons of 
ditferent religious persuasions, who testified their gratification by a 
kubscription of £31. lit. 10|<J. towards defraying the expenses in- 
curred by the erection of the sacred edifice, liiia is a very neat 
,^d commodious place of worship, 70 feet long and 40 feet wide, 
"iWid designed by Ignatius Bonomi, esq. It is in the gothic style, 
I ^t simple and unadorned. It ma^ not, perhaps, be improper here 
] ^ state, that Darlington, considering the forbidding circuni stances 
io which it has hitherto been placed, furnishes an extraordioary 
.iDStance of the increase of catholics. About forty years ago, the 
J whole catholic population did not exceed twenty individuals, who 
L fwere accustomed to creep silently into a garret to avoid the insulta 
t jat bigotry, when they were about to wor^ip God accordiog to the 
\ (Sticient rites of their church. At present, indqundcnC of any in- 
■ Jitur of strangers, and l/iovgh till the year 1824, they were atUndtd 
Wi^ once a month by a prienl from Stockton, the catholics of Dar- 
^ Jington alone amount to about '200 souls. The congregation frotn 
|the country rather exceeds that number, and this circumstance, 
to the bad state of the old chapel, has rendered necesssary 
e present erection. The Rev William Hogarth is the incumbent. 
%e above view Is from tlie south-east. 
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1B27 (May AQJ. — A nvat and coinmotlious cliapel, for the use of 
the InOependent denomination, was opened for public worship at 
Staindrop, when the Kev. \V. W. Stowell, of North Shields, the 
Itev. J. Jackson, of <ireen Hammerton, and the Kev. J. Parsons, of 
York, preached on the occasion. The collections were liberal. 

Matf 31. — The new Catholic chapel, at the east end of Old Elvet, 
hi the city of Durham, and dedicated to Sl Cutltbcrt, was opened 
with great ceremony. High mass was performed by the Hcv. Dr. 
Smith, bishop of fiolino, and vicar apostolic of the northern district, 
assisted by the Rev. It. Gillow, of Ushaw College, the Hcv. Thomas 
Gilluw, of North Shields, and others ; and an appropriate sermon 
was delivered by the Hev. James Wheeler. A band of about fitleen 
musicians from Madame Tussaud's exhibition and the theatre, exe- 
cuted one of Mozart's grand masses with great effect. About 400 
persons were present, and a collection made in aid of tlie building, 
amounting to upwards of £i:9, which was ultimately increased be- 
fore the close of the day by private contributions, to upwards 
of £90. 

May. — At this time the church at Newburn was undergoing con- 
siderable external and internal repairs, much of it being rebuilt ; the 
windows Iiad all new stone mullions, and the altar window was 
considerably improved by stained glass being inserted. 

June 7, — Died, at Birch's Nook, near Stocksfield-liall, North- 
umberland, John Green, husbandman, aged 101 years. His 
descendants, at the time of his death, amounted to above 100 
persons. 

June 8. — The London General Steam Navigation Company's 
Steam Packet, The Hylton JoUifTe, with two engines of 100 horse 
power, arrived for the tirst time at Newcastle from London, which 
place she lefl on the 6th of June. She sailed from Newcastle on 
thedth of the same month on the return to London, and to continue 
sailing between those places during the summer season. 

Jime 12. — A new bowling green was opened in Newcastle, 
on which occasion the members (about 20 in number) dined in a 
temporary hotel upon the ground. Mr. CrawhatI acted as presi- 
dent, and Mr. George Burnett, as vice-president. The bowlers 
were honoured with the company of Mr. Mayor, Mr. Sheriff, and 
Mr. Town Clerk. The bowling-green is in the nortli-west side of 
the town without the walls, on a port that was formerly called tlie 
Mayor's-field, as also the Warden s-close, adjoining the Bath -lane. 

Jvne 13. — A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Edward 
Swinton, cabinet-maker, in Fenkle-street, Alnwick. The engines 
belonging to the town were quickly on the spot, but the flames 
were not extinguished before the house was totally destroyed. 

i/une 14. — A fire broke out in a joiner's shop at Lumley Forge, 
near Chester- 1 e-street, which destroyed the building and its con- 
tents. 

Jun» IH.— The foundation stone of a chapel of ease to Bishop- 
weartnouth church, was laid in John-street, by the Rev. Dr. Wel- 
lesiey, thu new rector, who had arrived at that place an the 
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16dk lAd wu inducted into the living on the 17th. This edifice 
*■• emmecnted by die bishop of Durham on the 14th of October, 
l&ttS, wUtAtte. 

*"7 fJwite 23 J. — A handsome silver medal was presented to 
ThfWM Wilson, of Holy Island, pilot, by the Royal Humane So- 
CwCj, for his meritorious conduct in rescuing the hves of his fellow 
cTMtures from a watery grave when shipwrecked. 

About Ibis time, at Springwell colliery, near Ayton Banks, the 
jnaut of an ash tree, measuring about four feet in length, was sawn 
mto four divisions, when there was discovered in the very heart of 
to* tree, a perfectly formed bird's nest with one egg. The trunk 
speared perfectly sound with the exception of the part which con- 
tuned the nest. 

•™y S. — The lord bishop of Durham held visitations and con- 
finnauons for the first time m various of the towns of his diocese, 
commencing with his visitation at the city of Durham on the E^ve 
day, and ending with his confirmation at Stanhope on the 3d of 
August. 

Same day, an experiment was made at the head of the Quay, 
Newcastle, with an apparatus belonging to the North British Fire 
Omce, for the purpose of rescuing persons from the upper part of 
K house which is on fire below. It was a pole and a basket worked 
by mechanical means id the street, and completely answered the 
intended purpose. 

Jnfy +. — The remains of the duke of Gordon, attended by se- 
veral mourning coaches and six, decorated with all " the pomp of 
heraldry," arrived at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle, and de- 
parted northwards the next morning. It was rather a singular cir- 
curaitancc, that on the 1 1th as the remains approached Gordon 
Casllc, the east wing of that structure was in flames, and with ita 
contents was destroyed. Tlie duke's apartments were in this 
wing. 

Same day, during the race week at Newcastle, Mr. Baird's bay 
cott, Frecb(X)ter, by Champignon, out of Orange Boven, when near 
ending his exercise on the morning of this day on the race ground, 
dropf«d down and immediately expired. He was full of life and 
play at the setting off. ITie rider escaped without injury. 

July A. — Two men were burnt to death at Morton lime kilns, 
near Slaindrou. They had attended the kilns for several years, 
and on tliis day as a kiln did not sink ai^er they had added some 
fresh stones to it, tliey incautiously went upon it to make it do so. 
and unfortunately they both slipped in ; one of them to his waist, 
and the other nearly over head. 

Same day, the lord bishop of Durham, and suite, arrived for the 
6rst time aller his elevation to that see at the Mansion-house, New- 
castle. His lordship held a visitation at St. Nicholas' church, 
the next day, and afterwards entertained the clergy, the mayor, 
siierilf, &c„ at the Assembly-rooms. The following day his lord- 
ship held a confirmation in the same church. The Mansion-house 
wu lus lordship's residence during his stay in that town. 
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1837 (Jtdy 9J. — The lord bUhop of Durham held a con&riuation 
at RytOQ, and oo the aflerncKin of the same day laid the foundatioo 
stone of the new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton, in that parish. 
Tliere was a masonic procession and a numerous assemblage of 
spectators. This church was opened and consecrated, September 
9th, 1888, UNitcA we. 

July 12. — The Scots church at Monkwearmouth, in connexion 
with the established church of Scotland, was opened tor public 
worship. The Rev. John Wood, A. M., commenced the service t 
afterwards the Rev. Henry Gray, A. M,, of Edinburgh, and tlie 
Rev. Robert Balfour Graham, of North Berwick, preached impres- 
sive sermons on the occasion. This elegant building is from a 
design by Mr. John Dobson, of Newcastle, architect. 

July 16. — About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, a column of dust, 
&c.^ arose, as if caused by a whirlwind, at the south-east corner of 
the ballast- hills, near Newcastle. It assumed the form of a pyrsi- 
mid, about 70 feet high, and moved in a direction towards the row 
of houses on the north-east side of the open space in front of the 
burial ground, against which it broke and nearly smothered a poor 
woman who was carrying a basket of earihem ware. It was portly 
composed of small stones and cinders, and was as broad at the 
bottom as a large hay stack. 

July 30. — About four o'clock on the morning, nine men were 
burnt by the fire-damp in the Charles Pit, Lumley colliery ; some 
of them severely. The accident was caused by a young man 
named Foster, going to a wrong part of the pit with his candle. 
l^ere were upwards of 200 men and hoys in the pit at the time. 
August 3d, Robert Oughton, one of the Bufiercrs, died in conse- 
quence. 

Same day, the burgesses of Berwick In guild assembled, unani- 
mously voted an honorary ticket of the freedom of the borough to 
the lord bishop of Durham, then in that place on his first tour 
through his diocese. Tlie worshipful the mayor, and bailiffs, town- 
clerk, and coroner, accompanied by David Logan and John 
Steavenson, esqrs., waited upon his lordship at the inn, and pre- 
sented him with it. His lordship expressed himself highly grati- 
fied bv the honour. 

July 23. — The committee of the common council of Newcastle, 
to whom the subject had been referred, determined upon tlie model 
on which the new Magdalen chapel was to be constructed at the 
Barras-bridge, at the north entrance of that town. In lieu of the old 
chapel of St. Thomas, at the north end of Tyne-bridgc, then about 
to be taken down to widen the entrance from the southward. 
Three models were exhibited, and one of the two brought forward 
by Mr. Dobson, was preferred. The model, which was of the 
Gothic style of the 13th century, was executed under Mr. Dob- 
eon's directions by Mr. Welsh, junior, of Gateshead. The other 
model was fumtehed by Mr. Green, of Newcastle, architect, to 
whom the decision was officially communicated In very handsome 
terms by the town-clerk, stating that the comtnittee conwdered 



SOB 



[A. D. 1927. 



his design si highly creditable to his talenta, although the retolu- 
tions to which they had come, not without difficulty, occasioned the 

adoption of another See October 19/A, 1830. 

1627 f Jul ff 31 J. — Tlie comer stone of a new Preabyterian chapel 
was laid at Warkworlh, in Northumberland, for the congregation in 
connexion with the united secession church of Scotland, by ihp i 
Bev. David Pattfrson, of Alnwick, in the presence of the committeo 
I of managers, and several of the respectable nicmbers from Alnwick , 
and the neighhourhood. There was a deposit of the several coini ', 
of George IV., and several silver coins of an ancient date, also • ) 
MS-i bearing the date of the building, names of the committee, , 
architect, and contractors for the building, inclosed in glass, sunk 
in the stone, and covered with a plate of iron. Sunday, May tst, 
1B2B, this building was first opened for divine service, on which 
occasion the Hev. James Priiigle, of Newcastle, preached on th* 
tBomiog; the Rev. Henry Lawson, of South Shields, in the after- 
noon, and the Rev. Robert Pollock, in the evening, when collec- 
tions were made towards defraying the expenses of the building. 
the Ann and Jane, steam-packet, was engaged to take a large partjr 
ftom Newcaiitle, which place they left about five o'clock on the 
taomin^. She put into North Shields and received a considerable 
Kquisition of passengers. The day was uncommonly serene and 
Bne, and the passengers were gratified with the sight of a Kine's 
Aip, The Lion, which they passed pretty closely, hovering off the 
ooast of Northumberland. The Ann and Jane paid her the requisite 
bonour of lowering her flag on passing. Being of the party, I wu 
much gratified with the day's excursion, having, in company with 
the Rev. Ralph Davison, and Mr. Thos. Atkinson, builder, visited 
the ruins of Warkworth castle, after which we had a very pleasant 
•ail up the river Coquet, and inspected the ruins of the far-famed 
" Sermitage of Warkworth," rendered interesting by Dr. Percy's 
Udlad of" The Bermit of WarkwortA." See ml. t. page 38. Though 
in ruins, 

" This calm relrent, of every one the praise, 
" Cuuld greater beauty lioast in former days ; 
" Tlie nodding vails and scattered ruins sbew 
" How great it was some centuries mo ; 
"But fkint coniei'turea must supply the place 
*' f >t real beauties which long yean elfaix ; 
" For now, alas ! this fiibric oiii* so gay 
" Ilecords no story but its own decay." 

Auffutt 4. — Under this date the following notice was given : — 
"Notice to Farmers." — The hiring of labourers and reapers for 
flie harvest will not be permitted as heretofore at Sandgatc, or 
within any part of the liuerties of Newcastle, on the Sabbath day, 
! •—-Archibald Reed, mayor." In consequence of this notice a bill 
Taa posted stating that a hiring would be held at the Wcstgate, on 
hinday, the I9lh, after church hours, which took place accordingly, 
f^ thi fint time, and has sinco been continued. 
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1827 (Aug.), — ^This month, great damage was caused in Glendale 
Ward, TSorthumberland, by immense floods. 

August — In the foundation of an old house, which had this 
month been pulled down in Tynemouth, large quantities of human 
bones were dug up, many in a perfect state. 

AttgusL — At this time there was residing in good health at Ferry- 
hill, Durham, a woman, named Catherine Moralee, then in the 
107th year of her age. At the time the great flood carried away 
Newcastle Bridge (1771), she was coniined to her bed, in child- 
birth, and was earned out of the house to a place of safety. 

September 5. — An explosion of gas took place at Fawdon colliery, 
near Newcastle, when three young men were much burnt, two of 
whom shortly afterwards died. 

September 8. — John Chisholm, apprentice to a butcher in Ber- 
wick, was sent to the Magdalen Field to bring in a sheep for 
slaughter. He caught it near the Redoubt, where the beach is 
very precipitous ; the animal began to struggle, and, being on the 
verge of the precipice, not less than forty or fifly feet high, both 
tumbled over. Fortunately for the lad, the sheep was undermost, 
and was killed on the spot. The young man was completely stunned 
by the flill, and received some very severe contusions. He was 
carried home in a state of insensibility, but finally recovered. 

September 9. — A new Wesleyan Methodist chapel was opened 
at North Cowton, near Darlington, when sermons were preached 
by the Rev. N. Bann, of Bamardcastle, and Mr. John Kepler, of 
Darlington, and collections were made in aid of the funds. 

September 24. — His grace the duke of Wellington visited 
Stockton, on which occasion, at the entrance to the High street, a 
lofty triumphal arch was erected, formed of laurel, &c., surmounted 
by seven flags, with appropriate mottoes. As he had to dine at 
Wynyard, the seat of the marquis of Londonderry, there was a 
srand procession of the nobility, gentry, &c., in carriages, and on 
horseback, to meet the hero of Waterloo, which they did at Yarm 
bridge. His grace immediately entered Lady Londonderry's car- 
riage, which was drawn by six horses ; the procession tlien returned 
to Stockton. Previous to entering that town the horses had been 
taken from the carriage in which he rode, and he was drawn by a 
number of men, wearing blue ribbons, inscribed " Wellington for 
ever,* through the triumphal arch to the Town-hall, amidst the 
firing of cannon, &c. On the arrival of the illustrious stranger near 
to the Town-hall, the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Stockton, 
and the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Hartlepool, in their 
robes, approached the carriage to present an address from each of 
those corporate bodies ; and colonel Grey also advanced with an 
address from the inhabitants of Stockton and its neighbourhood ; to 
each of which his grace replied. The illustrious party afterwards 
partook of a cold collation in the assembly-room which was most 
tastefully and appropriately fitted up for the purpose. After many 
healths had been drunk, his mce intimated to the mayor of Stock- 
ton that a party was engaged to meet him at dinner at Wynyard ; 
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his grace anil ihe other visitors tixea roK, and, bowing to tlte c 
pnny, took leave amidst tlie iiiii»t ileafeiiing clieers. The party I 
•netnbled by invitation of tlie Tiiarquis of LondonJerrj' to meet the 1 
duke of' Wellington at dinner, were the Earl and Countess BatfaursV I 
£ttrl (irey, marquis of Douro. the bishop of Durh.im and his lady^ f 

^ Lords Beresford, Ravcnsworth, and Costlcreagh, Hon. uid Rev. •! 
■. WeUcsley, Hon. Ht^nry Tliomas Liddell, Sir John and Lad* 1 

' Aon Beckett, Sir Roger and Lady Sophia Greisley, Sir Henry soil | 

' lAily Emily Hardinge, Sir Tliomas LaHTence, Sir Henry Brown^ | 
Sir Cuthbert Sharp, Generals Aylmer and Seddon, Matthew B^ j 
»q^ M. Pt Rev. Dr. Phillpotts, R. Burdon, esq., Colonel Freenan- I 
tie. Dr. Forbes, and Mr. Stapleton. ] 

1827 ^Sept, 28 _J — His grace arrived in Newcastle, where every, ] 
preparation had been uiade to receive him. A temporary platfonn ! 
was erected in front of tlte Gutldtiall. It wos of wood, but coloured I 
to resemble stone ; tl>e stfepg und stage were covered with ciotb. j 
l^e Guildhall was decorated with Hogs, and several were suspended J 
from the windows of [u-ivale houses. The ships in the river had aH 1 
their decorations floating in ihe air. A new nag was prepared fov 1 
tfie Old Castle, containing 500 yards of cloth, the seaming «f which ' 
extended the length of 1,500 yards. About half past two u'clock 
the Tynu Hussars, commanded by LleuL-Col. Campbell, and the 
Northumberland and Newcastle Cavalry, and the dismounted troop, 
commanded by Lieut.-Col. Bell, mustered on the Town-moor, for 
the purpose of being inspected by his grace. The Lancers from 
the barracks kept the ground. A few minutes before three o'clodi 
K guard of honour of the Lancers passed into Gateshead, to receive 
bis grace. About an liour after the bells of Gateshead church aa- 
nouuced that the duke was at hand, and, on his reaching the blue- 
stone on Tyne-bridge, the roaring of the Castle guns, and those of 
the ships in the harbour, and the ringing of the bells of all the 
churches, announced that the " Hero of Waterloo," was then 
niaking his entry into " Canny Newcastle." His grace tiad left 
Wynyard that momiog, accompanied by most of the illustrious 
visitors who tiad assemUed at that place on the 24th to meet him, 
xnd the whole had corae forward in carriages to partake of the 
well'known hospitalities of the mansion-house of Newcastle. At 
the head of Gateshead the horses were taken from the open carriage 
which contained his grace, the marquis and marchioness of I^on- 
donderry, and Field-marshal Beresford, preceded by an excelleot 
band of music, and twelve men bearing banners inscribed with the 
names of his grace's greatest battles ; it was drawn by the people 
to the front of the pktfonn on the Sandhill. His grace then 
alighted, and, handing out tlie marchioness, who leaned on his arm, 
Bscended tlie steps, and received the hearty welcome and congratu- 
Utions of the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, and the 
numerous group of members of the corporation, and other indivi- 
duals. The other carriages drove up in rapid succession, and tlie 
distinguished visitors having alighted, they were received by the 

I taagot, the aldermen, sheriff, and common council, and their frieodl* 
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The recorder then proceeded to read the address of the corporate 
body, afler which the mayor presented the freedom of the town to 
hn grace, who in very courteous terms returned thanks. The 
mayor then, filling a glass of wine, stepped to the front of the plat- 
Amn, and said, ** My friends and fdiow^iownsmen^ I drink to the 
AsoM €f the aUuirious hero, his grace the duke cf Weilington" 
This was followed by three hearty cheers from the multitude as- 
aemUed in front, amid the thunder of cannon and the ringing of 
beih. His grace briefly returned thanks. The vicar of Newcastle 
and several of the clergy were then introduced to his grace. 
Ghfistopher Cookson, esq., then presented to his grace tlie address 
of the mhabitants in an elegant speech, in which he was much 
qiphuided. The duke seemed to listen with much attention, and 
as soon as Mr. Cookson had concluded, his grace addressed that 
centleman and the other members of the deputation from the in- 
habitants of the town. The above proceedings hping terminated, 
the carriaffes were ordered up, and the illustrious party took their 
seats, and, according to previous arrangements, the procession 
moved off to the moor, the carriage in which his grace.sat being 
draws by the populace. At the barras-bridge his grace, accom- 
panied by his gallant companions in arms (the marquis of London- 
derry and Field-marshal Lord Beresford), alighted, and, mounting 
their chargers, proceeded to the Town-moor, to inspect the troops 
there assemblea. It was near six o*clock before the review was 
finished, and, as the evening had set in foggy and wet, all hurried 
off the ground as quick as possible. The ainner at the Mansion- 
house was of the most splendid description. It was served up in 
three rooms, and the number that sat down was about 240. An 
excellent band of music played during the dinner, and the toasts, 
StCf given by the mayor, were announced to the rooms by the sound 
of Uie horn. To give the loyal and appropriate toasts and speeches 
during this festive occasion, would far exceed my limits. The ball 
at the AssemUy-rooms was attended by 656 ladies and gentlemen. 
The merry dance was led off by Lord Ossulston and the marchioness 
of Londonderry, to the tune of " The Keel Row*' The duke of 
Wdlii^fton left the rooms about one o'clock for Ravensworth castle, 
where he slept The carriage was attended by twelve torch-bearers 
on horseback, six before and six behind. By a request from the 
mayor, the shops were all closed on this occasion. A view of his 
grace's reception on the Sandhill was etched by Mr. John Archer. 
1827 ^Oc^. v.— The duke of Wellington visited Suncferland, 
when a grand dinner was given to him in the Exchange. The 
ladies of Sunderland and the Wearmouths having entered into a 
subscription to form a triumphal arch across the High-street al 
Sunnyside, a most elegant structure, covered with evergreens and 
flowers, was raised at their expense. On the tog of the arch, in 
the centre, a standard, bearing the arms of the United Kingdom, 
waved majestically, and over it was a long streamer inscribed ** Tii k 
Ladies' Wklcome to Wellington." On each side of these wen* 
three flags, bearing the names of some of the duke's splendid 
victories. The arch was an object of universal admiration. At night 
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^ r [iroduced by goB, was suspended uniler it, and had 

a must brilliant and beautiful elfecU On the front of the Exchange 
( were the words "Welcome to Wellington and his bravb 
I Companion's in Akms." This building was also decorated, cxte- 
f rior and interior, with variegated lamps. The duke reached Sun-' 
J derland about five o'clock ; be was drawn Into the town by a niun- 
i ber of men who had taken the horses from his carriage. In passing'' 1 
[ under the triumphal arch, roses and crowns of laurel were dropped J 
I bio the carriage of the duke by tliree young ladies dressed in while 
I who were placed on the centre of the arch. The pressure i 
I Bigh-street as the duke advanced towards the Exchange was really 
I frightful. On arriving opposite to the Exchange, bis grace alighted , 
[ Jrom the carriage,and, accompanied by the marquis and marcbionesa 
) of Londonderry, &c., proceeded to a platform erected in the streett 
and was there received by George Robinson, esq.. Sir Cuth. Sharpyi 
Addison Fenwick, esq., and other gentlemen of Sunderland. An- 
address was IhenVead and presented to bis grace by Mr. Uobinsoiii 
I to which bis grace made a suitable reply. Three hearty cheer* 
were then given by the gentlemen within the Exchange, and im- 
j mediately answered by the multitude without. On leaving the 
platform, the distingiushed visitors entered the Excljange, and 
' about half past six o'clock proceeded to the spacious dining-room 
(news-room), which was very tastefully fitted up for the occasion. 
The marquis of Londonderry, of the request ot the committee of 
management, took the chair, having on his right hand Earl Bathursti 
the marquis of Douro, Lord Beresford, Hon. Captain Cochrane, Sir 
Henry Hardinge, Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Stapleton ; and on 
his left, the duke of Wellington, Lord Ravensworth, Sir Walter 
Scott, Hon. and Rev. Dr. Welksley, Hon. H. T. Liddell, Sir Roger 
Greisley, and the Hon. Thomas Liddell. Sir Cuthbert Sharp filled 
the vice-president's chair. The number who partook of the dinner 
was 204 ; above 100 applications tor tickets were refused, the ar- 
rangements not admittuig a larger number than the party accom- 
modated. After many healths and toasts and several excellent 
speeches, the chairman intimated to the company that his frienda 
and himself must bid them farewell, their 'attendance at the ball- 
room being expected. The Assembly-rooms were crowded to ex- 
cess, and the noble party did not retire until alYer one o'clock. The 
ball wos opened by the marquis of Douro and the marchioneBg of 
Londonderry, and they were followed by the marquis of London- 
derry And Lady Sophia Greisley. 

During his grace's stay in the northern counties he visited Iha 
bishop of Durham, at Durham castle, where, with the nobility and. 
gentry of the county, he was entertained with a very splendiit, 
bauqucL Tlie duke also paid a visit to John Buddie, esq., at FaiD>,, 
ther, where he partook of a cold collation, and afterwardij visiledi 
tomt of the colffcries, in company with that gentleman. 

1847 fOct.iJ.~A new Methodist chapel was opened for divine 
•nice at Hurworlh, near Darlington, by Mr. Williani Dawson, of 
1, near Leeds, and the Rev. Robert Wood, of York, afier 
L lOt. were collected in aid of the funds of the chapel. 
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1827 (' Oct), — A human skeletoD, apparently that of a full-grown 
num, was found at Hayston-hill, near Houghton-le-spring. Two men 
employed at the liipestone-quarry at that place havmg been ordered 
to remove the soil from a part of the hill opposite to the quarry, 
found the skeleton at a depth o£ about two feet from the surface. 
It was doubled up in a manner which left no doubt of murder having 
been committed. The teeth and a part of the hair still remained 
attached to the skull, and the marl around the skeleton was much 
discoloured, apparently by the recent decomposition of the body. 

November 9. — The marquis of Londonderry was presented with 
the freedom of Newcastle, on which occasion, the bells of St« 
Nicholas* church rung several merry peals. 

On this occasion, during the ringing of the bells of St. Nicholas' 
church in Newcastle, one of the pinnacles at the top of the lan- 
tern was observed to be in a very tottering condition, in conse- 
quence of which, a scaffolding was erected and the steeple examined, 
when it was found to require very considerable repairs. The iron 
cramps, from the covermgs of lead having been torn off by the 
violence of the wind, were muclff decayed, and the cement with 
which it had been filled in various places about thirty years before, 
was in a great measure destroyed. It therefore became necessary 
that the steeple should undergo a thorough repair by the insertion 
of new cramps of copper instead of iron, and filling up with Roman 
cement those places which required it. Several of the small pin- 
nacles y^re replaced with new mason work, and the vanes were 
repaired, and the whole of them re-gilt and the steeple pointed. 
Strong iron bands were put round the pinnacles at the corners of 
the tower, and inserted into the cross beams. These repairs con- 
tinued until December 21st, when the scaffolding was taken down. 
November 11. — Died, Thomas Graham, aged 102 years, he 
was a native of Northumberland, and was employed to drive a bag- 
gage waggon at the time of the rebellion in 1745. 

December 5. — About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, as Mr. 
John Nicholson, son of Mr. John Nicholson, of Newcastle, and 
pupil of Mr. Henzell, surgeon, was riding along Sandyford-lane, 
near Newcastle, his horse ran away, and in making the turn at 
Sandyford-bridge, the animal struck the battlement and fell, but it 
immediately rose and leaped from the bridge into the rocky channel 
below, being a depth of 36 feet perpendicular. The unfortunate 
young man was so dreadfully bruised and injured, that he lingered 
m an, insensible state until seven o'clock in the evening, when he 
expired. It is a singular fact, that when the horse struck the bat- 
tlement, the coping stone which had " Lambert's Leap" cut upon 
it, was thrown off into the dean below and broken in pieces. There 
is a strange coincidence in these two accidents : — They were both 
young men, and the leaps had been both made at the same part of 
the bridge. The only difference is, that Mr. Lambert survived and 
his horse was killed, but in this instance the horse was so little in- 
jured, that a person rode it into town for assistance. See Septem^ 
ber 20M, 1759, and Augutt 18lA, 1771, vol. i.pp. 225, and 281. 
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w of John Rutherford, who was ton to Baldric 



-Died, « 



t Morpeth, aged 101 years, Elizabeth, 
" ■ ■ ■ , the last Lord 
BoAcrfbrd, and heir to the title nod estates. 

" - -- _jji(;j at Chelsea, near London, Mr. John Scott, 
m celebrated animal engraver. Mr. Scott, who was a self-taughl 
itive of Newcastle, where he served his time as a tal- 
r cinndler. His first piece which came before the public, waa 
^ sving, ill group, of the King, Queen, and Dauphin of France, 
r the " Hittorical View of t/te Prenck Revolutum," published by 
PM- Angus, in 1796. This astonishing performance was done 
r without any previous instruction. Mr. Scott afterwards removed 
B|t L-ondon, where he finished several hundreds of engravings, which 
' ' 1 high estimation. " TAe Sportsiaan's Cabinet" " The 
[ t^orting Magazine," Mr. Daniel's " Rural SporU," and odier 
[ works of a similar nature, owe much of their reputation to the ex- 

Suigite delicacy and truth of Mr. Scott's graver. His engraving of 
The Cottage" in the " Fifte Arts ^ the English School, it 
Brhaps his finest ]Mece, but wha^established his (ame most were his 
ro large prints " Breaking Cover" and " The Death of the 
OS," after Gilpin and Iteinaglc. For these exquisite specimen! 
if the art, Mr. &att was on the S8th of May, 1811, presented witli 
gold medal by the Society of Arts, and at llie same time 
da very high compliment from his royal highness the duke 
r Sussex, in the presence of a large assembly of the nobility and 
jenlry. These prints are possessed by every lover of art who prize 
bictures of animals and field sports. In March 1821, this artist 
W&ered a severe paralytic stroke, from which lie never aflerwardi 
Frecovered. Mr. Scott published in 1923 a portrait of his mother, 
[ Mrs. Mary ScotL There is a good portrait of this artist painted 
I by Mr. Jackson, R.A,, and engraved by F^. 
I Tliis year, as tlie ship Ann, Captain Hutchinson, of Shields, 
was leaving Aberdeen lor Newcastle, a pair of sparrows were 
observed to commence building their nest under the slings of 
tbe fore-yard, and what appears very remarkable, on the vessel's 
arrival at Dent's Hole, a little below Newcastle, the same birds 
went on shore and brought materials la finish their house. 

1828 CJan. II J Died, in Pilgrim -street. Newcastle, after a 

short illness, aged G2, Mr. William Henderson, a native of North- 
umberland. In tlte early part of his life he worked as a pitman, 
Htd having received an injury, he was admitted a patient of the 
I Imirmary, at Newcastle. Here he contracted an intimacy with one 
■•if the nurses of that institution, whom he married. On the erec- 
■Son of the House of Recovery in 1804, Mrs. Henderson was ap- 
'^intod nmtron, and Mr. Henderson became inspector, which 
'"at ion he held until his wife's death. Having during the time 
was attached to this institution, acquired (as he said) more 
biDwledgc of medicine than all the faculty put together, he added 
tor to his name, and published a very ludicrous and eccentric 
c entitled " Briery Man hit own Doctor, in the treatment o/" 
', and other important diteasa incident to the human frame. 
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I the rhyming way, 

■ e titTe-poge of his book. 



only necessary to 



Being tilt rttull of 22 ji«ar«* practin and oluerratioH of At b 
ment and care of varioui diseases. H'ilh Mj/met U> gmt^^ the 
laituL B}/ WUIitim Henderson, late Iiupector o/" the Freer Bo*- 
pitalt Neu>caslU upon Tif»ey" with a poftrait preGvcd. As « tpe- 
cimen of his abilities in the rhyw " 
give the memorable liaes from the 

" In th* countrj and the town. 
Here wbdom mat be fbuiuf ; 
I'bii book in s pujiil'ii hand. 
Will mal» bin ■ «ucr mm ; 
Uia vuice ouy give the suunil, 
Ami fay, 'tis worth a hunilrEJ pound" 1 ! 

For this hundred pounds' morth of tMvalitalile information, be ma- 
[lestly charged 3^. 6<^. It was " PrinteJ for the autlior tiy J. 
Mar&hall, (JId Mc&h Market, 1S^7." It consisls of 86 pagei; the 
portniit, which is prefixed to this morceau of n book, is engraved by 
Mr. Isaac Nicholson, from a painting by Parker, and ie an excellent 
likeneu. This imrk i» a treat as it it, but what would It have been, 
if' given in itt original orliiographjf f After the Doctor's publica- 
tion appeared, be received various leliers signed " Robert Southey" 
and oiner fictiiioHi names, lauding his pre-eminent aJiHities ; all o£ 
which this very simple man believed to be genttine, and carried 
them about hi« person for exiiibition ; indeed there seemed nothing 
in the shape of prai»e too monstrous for him. 

I82& (Jan. I?;.— John George Lanibton. esq., M. P., for tite 
county of Durham, having been created a peer by the style and 
title of Baron Durham, of the city of Durham, and of iJirabton 
castle, in the county of Durham, a new writ for an M. P. for Ae 
county was issued January S9lli, when he was succeeded on die 
I3th of February in tJie same year, by Williaiu Kusseli, esq., of 
Brancepeth castle, Durham. 

January 21. — Sunday evening lectures commenced in St. John's 
church, Newcastle, for which purpose it was first lighted with gas. 

F^>raarg 1 1, — Died, at Wailaend, Ann Usher, aged 102 years, 
who, during the last thirty years of ber life, hod received paiocbial 
relief to the amount of £157. I8j. tirom that place. 

Fiinruary 18. — A ball and supper were given by the baclielors 
of Durham aud its neighbourhood, to the ladies and gentlemen in 
the same place and the county, which took place at the Assembly- 
rooms. The company begun to assemble soon after nine o'clock, 
and before ten most of the visitors had arrived. The room at that 
period presented a perfect galaxy of beauty, rank, and fashion. 
The dresses of the lailies were remarkably splendid and tasteful, 
and the coup d'ail extremely brilliant. The dancing commenced 
at ten o'clock, and was kept up with great spirit until trac o'dock, 
when tlie party were summoned to Uie most elegant Bupj)er ever 
served in Durham, upon any occasion. John Allan, esq., of Black' 
well, presided, and he gave a peculiar zest to the entertainment by 
the felicitous manner in which heacquittedhimself in thecluir. He 
tldirer«d ■ very eotertaioing ipeec^ in propuing the healtli ol'the 
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iafics wba bad li ui i uur e tl the bacbeion with tbcbr com pau y, and 
oioduiiid, by expresmg a hope, that their ^scxutioos might have 
:&e ^appT edSect oi mdncm^ Mine of his fratemitr to change their 
ffate ^dik. The supper being conchided, and sereral appropriate 
QoaBQi inuik» the partj retnnied to the ball-room, when dancing 
waft rennned and kepc op with unabated spirit antO a late hour on 
che anicnin^. The tbllowin^ an the nioM^ of the gentlemen by 
whoiie AifMcripcions the expenses o£ the baQ and supper were d^ 
:r3ved i<-^. AILut BlackweU V R. U. Allan, G. Apfdeby, T.Bowes, L 
Bomnm* BL BurreO. ReT. T. Ebdon (Durham), J. Fawcett ^Xewton- 
Hail V Rev. C. Fawcett (Durham\ Rer. SwGamlen (Heigiungton), 
X. Griifidu J.Gressoo. T. C. Granger^ J. Hutchinson, A. \V. Hutchin- 
son ( IXirfaamk F. D. Johnson (ArklcT- Heads), G. D. Lambton, 
J* a Lambton { Durham\ \V. Mills"( Wiffingtoo), \V. RusseU, M. P. 
1 B^ancepedi castle >* Rev. J. Raine i Durham\ B. J. Salvin (Bum- 
baii V G. SttNin (CroxdaleX R. D. Sbat^o ( Whitworth), R. Stafford, 
£. :>hipperdBon^ H. Stapjlton ^Durham ^ W. Trotter ( Bishop- AudL- 
Ittnd>«.Xieut.4jea.\\llkinson. G. Wilkinson (Durham), A. Willdn- 
Sim (CiKihae HaU). W. £. Wooler, and T. Waldy ( Durham). 

l)^d$ f^JTud^J. — This month a sepulchre of large dimensions, and 
o^' rude tbrm and construction, was discovered at Millfield-hill, in 
Northumberiand. It differed entirely from any of the tumuli which 
bad belore been opened in that neighbourhood. Some teeth and 
piev^f^ of bocte« evidently the remains o( human bodies were found, 
;ioiJl also several teeth, so large, that they must have belonged to an 
auiuml of no less size than a full-grown horse. 

JiurvA I Ok — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
whiv4l uutortuuate event eight men lost their lives. No exact ac- 
couiK <K tbe cause of the accident could be given, but the coroner 
;iiij jury were satisfied that no blame could attach to any person, 
ai^ she in^ wa» considered in a good state and well ventilated. 

Jiu/vA ^i$^ — Died, at Alnwick, Mr. Alexander English, formerly 
Of* Kucnoury. aged 107 years. 

This^ mouch« an elegant window, in stained glass, by Mr. John 
Gibnou, o£' Newcastle, was put up in Stockton church. The centre 
re(>re«euts Christ bearing the cross, with other attributes, pourtray- 
cd in a M^ry superior manner. The placid countenance of the Re- 
Jeetuer is duely expressive of a heavenly meekness and resignation. 
1^ remainder of the window is filled with most beautiful and 
chaste oruauiental work, and the whole so harmonises as to give it 
a most imposii»g and striking appearance. Mr. Gibson's colouring, 
in point ot' briiliancy> is allowed to surpass every thing of the kind 
hitherto exhibited. 

April I.— A meeting was held at Mitford, near Morpeth, and a 

subscription was entered into for the purpose of erecting a wooden 

bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the High Ford, where many 

lives had been lo«t in attempting to cross at that dangerous place. 

From the liberality of the neighbouring and other gentry, it was 

r^iolved that a bridge of stone should be erected. 

About tCAo^dock al night, a fire broke out in Mrs. Crowtlier's 
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premises at the Ouseburn, near Newcastle, the under part of which 
she occupied as an iron-foundry, and above was a steam corn-mill, 
in the occupation of Mr. Hetherington, and a small shop rented by 
another person. It was supposed the fire originated in some timber 
attached to the engine of the mill, and the whole of the building 
being of wood, such was the rapidity of the flames, all was a mass 
of burning ruins. The soap manufactory on the opposite side of 
the road was in imminent danger, but was saved by the playing 
of the engines and the exertions of those in attendance. Mr. 
Hetherington had in the mill about 200 bolls of wheat, and a large 
quantity of flour, which were totally destroyed ; but his stock, as 
well as the whole of the premises and the goods were insured, with 
die exception of the stock of the poor man who rented the shop. 

1828 f April 6 J. — On the evening of this day (Sunday), the ancient 
chapel at die west end of Durliam cathedral, called the Galilee, 
was opened for the first time for evening lectures, and divine service 
was performed by the Rev. P. George, one of the minor canons, 
assisted by Mr. Stimpson, one of the choristers, as clerk. After 
which the Rev. W. N. Darnell, delivered an excellent lecture. 

April 11. — A fire was discovered in a stable of Mr. R. Lamb, in 
Blue Anchor-chair on the Quayside, Newcastle. There were two 
horses in it ; one of them was so much burnt, that it was considered 
necessary to kill it, the other died from the effects of the fire. The 
fire was soon got under. 

April 21. — The branch from the Bank of England commenced 
business in a house at the south-west comer of Bailiff Gate, in 
Newcastle. The notes are the same as the parent institution, ex- 
cepting that they are dated Newcastle. 

April 22. — The foundation stone of a new Catholic chapel was 
laid in Hexham, by the Rev. Mr. Singleton, of that place. Al- 
diough the time of the ceremony had not been previously an- 
nounced, yet a great number of spectators were present. 

April 23. — About six o'clock on the morning, a fire of a most 
terrific appearance broke out in the extensive paper manufactory 
of Mr. Smith, at Langley, near the city of Durham. When first 
discovered, the flames were ascending through the ventilators on 
the roof of the new part of the building, and very near to Mr. 
Smith's dwelling-house. The alarm was instantly given, and in a 
few minutes Mr. Smith's workmen and neighbours were on the 
spot. Intelligence having been speedily conveyed to Durham, the 
fire engines soon afterwards arrived at Langley, where also a great 
number of persons had assembled, who made the most praiseworthy 
exertions to subdue the destructive element. The room in which 
the fire broke out was used as a drying lofl, and a great quantity 
of paper, in an unfinished state, was hanging upon lines within it. 
This burnt with amazing rapidity, and the timbers of the roof be- 
coming ignited, very soon gave way under the weight of the slates, 
and the whole fell in with a tremendous crash. Masses of burning 
paper now rose into the air, and were scattered to a considerable 
distance. The fail of the roof> by checking the flames, gave an 
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opiMrtunity to tliose who worked the engines to play upoa the 
buililbg with effect, and the opportunity was not lost. From the 
groat efforts now made, the lire was entirely subdued before nine 
o'clock. The damage was estimated at about £1,000. The pro- 
perty was insured. 

1S28 ^^pri/ J.— Whilst the workmen were trenching the ground, 
for plonling, at Villa Heal, near Sandyford, Newcastle, they found 
a curious rude stone coffin, composed of six Hag stones, containing 
the skeleton of a tall man, in complete preservation, with an utd 
standing by the side of his head. It appeared to be one of the 
most perfect specimens of the ancient British sepulchral vases that 
had been found. Mr. Blackbird, the occupier of the house, pre- 
■ented it to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle. It was exhibited 
to the public in the library-room of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society. 

Died, at Bath, oged 93 years, Sir John Trevelyon, ban., 
of Nettlecombc, Somersetshire, and of Wallington, Northumber- 
land. Sir John was returned member for Newcastle, March Htb, 
1777,aftera severe contest with the celebrated profligate adventurer, 
Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes. Sir John was a member in the 
three succeeding parliaments for Somersetshire. 

This month, while some workmen were employed in draining a 
£eld near Seaham, Durham, the property of the Rev. O. J. Cress- 
well, rector of that place, they discovered in a very marshy part of 
it, and at a depth of about eight feet from the surface, an oaken 
coffin, containing human bones. The coAin fell to pieces on being 
exposed to the air. 

May 2. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, John Clay, aged 100 years. 

Mo!/ 14.— Died, in Newcastle, in his 67th year, Archibald Hen- 
derson, better known by the aptiellation of " Sold Arc&y." He 
wssofgreatstature and muscular power, and though his appearance 
to many was a lerr^ objtct, yet he was very inoffensive in his mao- 
ners. Sotd Arcky is immortalized in several local songs written 
by Mr. Robert Gilchrist in the pure Newcastle dialect. He also 
forma one of the characters in the group of " NevxtutU Etxentriet" 
painted by Mr. Parker, and engraved by Mr. Armstrong. In this 
group (H), all hving in 1819, there are now (1832), only two in 
existence ;— viz. : Blind Willie, and IVhtn BMy. 

May 29. — The ancient custom of singing on the steeple of the 
GSthedral at Durham, on the anniversary of tlie above day, was re- 
mcd at the church. At the close of divine service, tlie choristers 
SKended the steeple, and sung the three anthems formerly used on 
diM elevated station. See vol. i.page 46. 

June S — The ■■ United Kingdom" steam packet, of 1,000 tons, 
came into the river Tyne for a supply of coals. This vessel, which 
ni the largest of the kind belonging to Great Britain, was on its 
^■p from London to Leith. 

JwK II. — The farm-house at Snipe House, near Alnwick, occu- 
fUhyMr.Jt^n Marshall, was destroyed by fire, supposed to have 
MPtaVManed by » foul chimney. 
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1828 (Jwne lU.— The Northern Academy of Arts, which was 
commenced building in Blacketl-street, Newcastle, September 15th, 
1827, was first opened to the public, with a very superior display ot' 
paintings by London, native, and other artists. There were also ex- 
hibited very splendid and costly models ot'St Paul's, London, and St, 
Peter's, at Rome, the property of Lady Havensworth, who, for the 
gratification of the public, sent them from the museum at Ravens- 
worth castle. This exhibition closed on the 13th of September. 
This building was again opened, October 6th, for the " Exhibition 
of pictures by the most celebrated, ancient, and deceased masters, 
selected from the best collections," The building, both exterior and 
interior, does great credit to the projectors. The first exhibition of 
drawings in water colours took place in this institution on the 31st 
October, 1831. This was another display of superior talent. 

1828 (June 1 1 J. — The ceremony of laying the foundation stone 
(at the entrance door) of the Rectory-house, for the parish of St. 
John's, Gateshead Fell, was performed by the workmen. Refresh- 
ments were distributed to the persons present, and each was pre- 
sented with a card containing the following inscription : — " The 
foundation stone of the building intended for the Rectory-house 
for the parish of St. John's, Gateshead, Fell, was laid this 11th of 
June, 1828, on which day the site was named, and will ever after- 
wards be called Hawksbury Hit!." 

Jmie 22. — Died, at Pelton, near Chestcr-le-street, Isabella Eddy, 
widow, in her 107lh year. 




June 25. — The common council of Newcastle, established a new 
corporate company, entitled " The Company or Fraternity of Scri- 
veners of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Nathaniel Clayton, 
Christopher Fenwick, Percival Fenwick, Armorer Donkin, John 
Adamson, Peregrine Geor^ EUiion, John Brown, John Clayton 
Henry Ingledew, Robert Anthony Purvis, George William Cram 
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Thomas William Kccnly$idc, Thomas Dove, Matthew Clajtooy 
Richard Hill Gee, Edward Hemsley and loos Hewison (attomey8)» 
free burgesses, were declared members, and Uiey were conse- 
quently enabled to bestow the freedom of the town upon their 
apprentices. The preceding wood-cut shews the arms of this new 
corporate company, to whom 1 am indebted for the loan of it. 

182H fJune'Z'iJ.^Died, in the Mill-entry, Head of the Side, New- 
castle, aged 103 years, Thomas Thompson, an old soldier, a native of 
Woodhom, in Northumberland. He was at the battle of Minden in 
1759, where he had his skull tractured, and he wore a silver plate 
over the fracture to t!ie day of his death. At the close of the war 
in the year 1763, he travelled over Europe, and part of Asia and 
Africa in the service of Captain Younghusband. He aAerwards 
supported himself by turning a wheel for a glass-cutter in the Close, 
Newcastle, as long as there was employment in that line. On the 
visit of the Duke of Wellington to Newcastle, a petition was pre- 
sented to his grace on his behalf, stating his great age and services, 
and that his means of support had been materially affected by the 
loss of his two sons, one at the battle of Trafalgar, and the other 
under his grace at Waterloo. The effect of this petition was to ob- 
tain for him an enlargement of his pension to Is, Sd, per day. But it 
had a still more beneficial effect in raising up for him a friend and 
protector in the person of Colonel Arnold, who having been em- 
pioved to aimounce to the veteran the above piece of good fortune, 
took so kind an interest for him, as very materially added to his 
comfort during the remainder of his life. 

June 30. — A new theatre was opened at Sunderland, when the 

justly celebrated songstress. Miss Hughes, from London, a native 

of that town, made her first appearance there. She was received 

with the most rapturous applause, and was encored in all her songs. 

rhe house was crowded to excess. 

This month a sparrow built its nest upon the quarter block of 
-le main yard of the ship Friends of North Shields, Captain Mel- 
:r^ci, whilst lying in the river Tyne, and therein deposited several 



."'M^/ 13 and 14. — A heavy rain having fallen, the rivers in the 

y-.vTf Hum counties were swollen to such a degree, as caused much 

.'"^ «aiu danuu^ to tlie lands and crops on the low grounds and banks 

* 't« rivers." The Tyne rose to a great height, laying corn-fields 

->wikc» -nkii^ of hav were floated down, also live stock, consisting of 

-ui!zt:(* Jttu 'ji:£S« also numerous geese and ducks, were hurried away 

?i iA\ luiwciositv of the current, and lost to their owners. Se- 

vr«i rcKS T^K torn up by the roots, and floated down the stream. 

Tjii -jan** 4uil oc Mr. Harrison's paper-mill, erecting at the west 

Mh «. ^!nivwiiiiiCiCe. Gateshead, was thrown down by the water 

turnnik mu oiu' X^iWing, and bursting away the foundation. The 

iMUKU^ « JUins&btiod its vicinity were completely surrounded by 

tti\'>«tairi.4uu. 3iit mbabitants had no means of escaping but by 

bMk. SvttOH AKTiS^ keels, and small crafl, were driven from 

Wif\T-mwwg- y^tstaUi^uoBgevrsiB done on the grounds contiguous 
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to the rivers Tees, Wear, Team, Derwent and the Coquet. 
At Sunderland, a ship was driven from Hetton staith to the low 
part of the harbour, and some keels were driven from their moor- 
ings out to sea. At an early hour on the Monday morning (14th), 
a fine large black horse was taken out of the river dead, at the 
elass-house quay of Addison Fenwick, esq. It had the shafts and 
harness of a gig attached to it, but the body of the carriage was 
not found. Same day, a valuable cart mare belonging to Mr. 
Thomas Wailes, of Meldon, was carried down the river Wansbeck, 
and drowned. By some means she had backed the cart into the 
swollen torrent, and was hurried away by the stream, llie da- 
mage to the paper-mill at Shotley, upon the river Derwent, was 
very great. The whole of the dam head and apron, together with 
great part of a new quay, for the erection of another mill, were 
swept away. Most of Uie wooden bridges upon this river were 
carried away. A water'Spoui fell at the foot of the bank near 
Hamsterley lodge, and did great damage to the road. The low 
lands adjacent to the river Wear, were for a long time under water, 
80 that fine crops of every description were completely destroyed* 
A vast quantity of hay in pikes passed down the river. On Sun- 
day (13th), as Mr. Cook, blacksmith at Nesham colliery, his bro- 
ther-in-law, and their wives, were proceeding home from Newcas^ 
tie, in a cart, the river having overflowed, had extended into the 
lane near the new bridge, at Lambton Park. In attempting to turn 
back, the horse, beine nearly overhead in water, stumbled, and was 
immediately drowned. After Mr. Cook and his friends had called 
out a long time, some persons walking to see the river, went to 
their assistance, and ropes were procured. Several persons at- 
tempted to swim to them with ropes, but were unable to come 
near them, the water being several feet deep in the lane, and com- 
ing very rapidly down the new bridge field. Mr. Storey, of Pick- 
tree, sent a horse and sledge to Lambton, to brins a boat to the 
new bridge, when John Ferguson, boatman, (a sailor^, John Briggs, 
gamekeeper, at Lambton, and Joseph Laverick, formerly of Lum- 
ley ferry boat, proceeded in the Lambton boat, to rescue them 
from their perilous situation, having ropes made fast to the boat. 
The ropes were thrown to the people to make fast to the trees, 
whither they had swum, to render all the assistance in their power 
to the unfortunate persons, as the water had risen, and they were 
standing in the cart up to their shoulders. Afler three of them 
were removed from the cart^ it was carried away by the stream, 
and the other man jumped into the water and caught hold of a rope 
that was thrown n-om the boat. As they were dragging him to 
the boat the rope broke that was tied to the tree, and the boat was 
taken by the strong current over the tops of the trees, and every 
person thought it would upset, but Fer^son by his skill brought 
the boat ashore in the plantation belongmg to Lord Durham, near 
Mickleton, to the surprise of a great number who had assembled. 
They had been in their perilous situation about four hours. A 
gr^^ number of leverets were observed clinging to the pikes of 
hay as they floated down die Wear. Incalculable damage was 
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done by Ibu visitation, bot it was not ascertained that any human 
lives were lost. 

1828 (Jufy 2\). — Died at St. Oroer, in France, Georce AOaa, 
of Blackwell Grange, esq., M. A., F. S. A., and sometime Sf . P. Ar 
tiie city of Durham. A gentleman of great erudition and daasical 
attainments, and of the most Mand and conciliatory manners and de- 
meanour. He was a candidate for the city of Durham, in the yev 
1813, on the resignation of Ralph John liambton, esq*, and met a 
severe, lengthened, and expensive struggle, he was returned by a 
consideral^ majority. During the period that he sat in paiwh 
nent, his votes were consistent, and marked with a strict sense of 
independence. Indeed, on one or two occasions, he differed from 
a large portion of his constituents, but he was alwajrs ready to ex- 
plain his motives, and he would rather refrain from voting at al 
than give a vote contrary to his conscience. On the dissolution of 
parKMcient m the year 1818, he was ^ain a candidate, and it was 
confidentiy asserted, that if he had persevered in his intentions, he 
would have been again returned, but the heavy pecuniary saarffi- 
ces of the first election, did not warrant his perseverance in a second 
contest, and he manfully declared his ^ inability to command such 
pecuniary resources as would be necessary to secure his election.* 
When this determination was communicated to the freemen, it was 
received with sentiments of universal regret, highly honourable toall 
parties. Mr. Allan died in the 6l8t year of hn age, leaving no issuer 
and the family estates have in consequence partiy devolved on William 
Allan, esq., eldest son of the late Robert Allan, esq., of Newbottle. 
August 13th, his remains having been removed from St. Omer to 
his native county for interment, were deposited in the family vauh 
in Darlington church. The funeral was attended by John Allan, 
esq., William Allan, esq., Robert Henry Allan, esq. F. S. A., Cap- 
tain James Allan Wright, and Captain John Allan Wright, the 
nearest relatives of the lamented deceased, and by a large con- 
course of the inhabitants of Darlington and its neighbourhood. 

JtUy 27. — Died, at Warkworth, in Northumberland, aged 100 
jrears, Mrs, Ann Taylor, widow of Mr. Cuthbert Taylor, of TaiN 
field, Durham. 

July, — In removing the old battlements of Framwellgate-bric^e, 
in the citv of Durham, a large living toad was found in the very 
middle of the wall where it must have been confined for a number 
of years. The bridge was built by bishop Flambard in the year 
1120, but when the battlement containing the animal was built, 
was not known. 

This month, died, in London, suddenly, Mr. Thomas Fryer Ran- 
Bon, an engraver of consider^e eminence. Mr. Ranson was bom 
at Sunderland, in the year 1784, but his parents shortiy after re- 
moved to Newcastle, where he was bound apprentice to Mr. J. A. 
Kidd, engraver. After completing his apprenticeship he remained 
in Newcastle a few years, during which he executed several pieces 
with great taste and delicacy. He then removed to London, imd 
soon became distinguished, and in the year 1814 received from the 
Societf of Arts a sflver medal*, for the engraving of a portrait, 
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supposed to be thai of Sir Thomas Ghresham. On the 15di of April, 
1818, he sent to the Society of Arts the copj of a new bank note, 
exhibiting specimens of the highest excellence in the graphic art. 
The vignette in the centre, etched and engraved bj hin^lf, from a 
dmwing by Thurston, is a most beautiful production of art. Messrs. 
Archer and Tdrrell also contributed their skill, and the writiig is 
well executed by Mr. Lambert, of Newcastle, engraver. This 
l^ate, and Mr. Ranson's letters were aflerwards pubUshed by the 
Society of Arts. In June, this year, Mr. Ranson published '' Ah 
mimrior viewofCkMbad^^iddipriiony in which Thomas Ransonwas 
mdauffuUy octi^ned hy the Btmk cf England^ for holding an alleged 
forged One Pound NoU (thai he paid forty shillings forj^ which 
was proved to be gcHuine in a Court of Justice, Dedicated^ with" 
out permission^ to the Govt, and Compasiy cf the ThreadneedU" 
street paper estahlishmenL" He contended that the Bank had no 
right to impound notes the property of others, and that the inspec- 
tors could not always distinguish between a forged and a genuine 
note. The question was decided in his favour, and he received 
much meritea praise for this noble stand against an illegal assump- 
tion of power by the Bank. In the year 1821, he received, from 
the Society of Arts, the gold Isis medal, for his portrait of the late 
duke of Northumberland, an engraving in the hne manner, which 
has seldom been equalled; and, in May, the following year, he 
again received the gold Isis medal from the same society, for an 
engraving of Wilkie*s '< Duncan Gray.'* He afterwards produced 
some small engravings (proofs of which I had the honour to receive 
from Mr. Ranson), which that great master, Wilkie, declared to be 
« decided improvements upon any of his former works." Mr. 
Ranson, like many other geniuses, had his failings, but these always 
** leaned to virtue's side." 

1828 (Aug J* — Workmen were at this time employed in build- 
ing a bridge at the Link-house, near Bly th, the expense of which to 
be defrayed by private subscriptions. 

August 14. — About five o'clock on the morning an alarming 
fire was discovered in the premises of Mr. Musgrave, mustard manu- 
facturer in Stockton, which burnt for a considerable time with great 
fury. The roofs of the building soon fell in, but from the great 
exertions made, and a good supply of water, it was fortunately got 
under about eight o'clock. 

August 23. — In conformity to a new act for regulating the town 
of North Shields, watchmen were appointed, and put on duty for the 
first time, on the night of the above day, Saturday. 

September 1. — An explosion took place in the new pit at Hough- 
ton-le-Spring, belonging to Lord Durham, when three men and 
four boys were burnt to death. The accident was attributed to the 
sufferers themselves having incautiously left open a door in the 
mine on the Saturday. The foul air had by this means accumulated 
in the workings, and on the return of the pitmen on the Monday 
morning with their lights, it immediately exploded and occasioned 
the fatal result. 
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1828 (Sept 7^.«-The new chapel built at Brandling Place, near 
Newcastle, was opened for the use of the Wesleyan IVlethodists, on 
which occasion sermons were preached by the Rev. Francis A. 
West, and the Rev. William Naylor, to crowded audiences. 

September 9. — This being the day on which Matthew White 
Ridley, eso., eldest son of Sir M. W. Ridley, bart. M. P. for New- 
castle, attamed his 21st year, all the bells in the churches of that 
town runs several merry peals on the occasion. The day was 
celebrated with much festivity and rejoicing at Blagdon, and other 
places in the vicinity of the honourable baronet's domain. At Blyth 
all business was suspended, and the gentlemen of the place and its 
neighbourhood, with the masters of the ships in the harbour dined 
together in celebration of the event. All the workmen at Cowpen 
colliery and Blyth employed under Sir Matthew White Ridley, 
hexUy were liberally regaled, and the sailors belonging to the ships 
in the harbour were not forgotten. Such a festive day had not 
taken place at Blyth since April IStli, 1799, when the worthy baro- 
net attained his 21st year. 

SepUmber 9. — The new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton, in the 
parish of Ryton, Durham, was opened. The lord bishop of Durham 
arrived at Axwell Park the preceding day, where he remained 
during the night, and, at eleven o'clock the next morning his lord- 
ship arrived at the school-house, Winlaton, and was joined there by 
Sir Thomas Clavering, bart, C. J. Clavering, esq., and the principal 
inhabitants of the parish, all of whom carried white wands. The 
company went in procession, preceded by the Winlaton band of 
music, to the church (though the morning had been very wet and 
stormy), which was filled with a very respectable congregation. On 
the bishop arriving at the church, he was met at the west door by 
the Rev. Charles Thorp, rector of Ryton ; the Rev. John Dodd, 
vicar of Newcastle ; the Rev. John Collinson, rector of Gateshead ; 
tlie Rev. Mr. Collinson, of Lamesley, and several other clergymen. 
The usual petition was presented to the bishop praying that he 
would consecrate the church, and, after being read by the registrar, 
the procession moved to the vestry, where the bishop enrobed 
himself. The " morning hymn" was sung by a choir, accompanied 
by the band; after which the ceremony commenced with the pro- 
cession moving up the middle aisle from the west door to the com- 
munion table, the bishop and the clergy repeating alternately verses 
from the 24th Psalm. His lordship and his two chaplains then 
stepped within the rails of the altar, when the usual prayers were 
read. The procession then proceeded to the church-yard, where 
the act of consecrating the burial-ground was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker the chanceUor, and signed by his lordship, who offered up a 
y^^^^i^ prayer, and again returned to the altar; the chancellor 
nM the sentence for the consecration of the church, and it 
A by his lordship, was laid upon the communion table. 
Qi'the day was then delivered by the Reverends Henry 
m^p^^ Reed (the latter being appointed curate), and an 
■^mi BiArtic sermon was preached by his lordship, from 
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Psalm 26th, verse 8th — '' Lord I have loved the habitation and the 
place where thine honour dwelletB." The choir then sung with 
great effect '' Lord dismiss us," &c. His lordship then read a suita- 
ble prayer, and concluded with the apostolic blessing. Afler the 
ceremony, his lordship, the clergy, &c*y partook of a cold collation at 
the house of Mr. Belt, afler which his lordship, the clergy, &c., 
drove off to the rectory-house at Ryton, and honoured the Rev. 
Mr. Thorp, with his presence to dinner. Mr. Belt presented to the 
diurch a peal of five bells, which were rung at intervals during the 
day. The tenor bell which weighs 10 cwt. bears the following in- 
scription on the front : — " This peal of five bells was presented to 
the church of St. Paul, by Robert Belt, esq., Winlaton, Anno Dom. 
1828." and on the reverse — " Charles Thoro, B. D., rector of Ry- 
ton ; Henry Wardell, M. A., John Reed, B. A., curates ; Robert 
Watson; Newcastle Tyne, founder." 

1828 (SepU 9 J, — A part of the east wing of the ancient cathe- 
dral of Hexham, now used as the parish church, fell with a tremen- 
dous crash, and broke through the roof of a building adjoining, 
called the old school, in which were deposited the town lamps, ful 
of which were demolished. 

September 11. — The new chapel and cemetery at Greenhead, in 
the parish of Haltwhistle, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Durham. The building which is in a plain simple style of Gothic 
architecture, was from a plan by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle, and 
was built by subscription. The Rev. N. J. HoUingsworth, the 
vicar of Haltwhistle, officiated in the service of the day, afler which 
an appropriate sermon was delivered by the bishop from Matthew, 
chap. 13, verses 16 and 17. 

September 15. — Died, at Hcdley, near Beamish, in the county 
of Durham, Mr. Matthew Pratt, formerly a farmer at Urpeth, who 
had completed his 100th year on the 9th of the preceding June. 

September 18. — In the evening, as a gentleman was driving his 
carriage down the hill near Wallbottle, on his way from Newcastle 
to Hexham, the vehicle ran amain, and was precipitated over the 
bridge at the foot of the bank. The height from the bridge to the 
dean below is nearly thirty feet, and, wonderful as it may seem, the 
horse was only slightly hurt, and the driver merely stunned. The 
carriage, which was considerably damaged, was new, and had just 
come from London, by the steam-packet, to Newcastle. 

October 16. — A most splendid entertainment was given by the 
hon. H. T. Liddell, M. P., and Mrs. Liddell, at their seat at £sling- 
ton-house, Northumberland, to celebrate the baptism of their young- 
est daughter. At half-past five o'clock p. m., the ceremony was 
performed by the Rev. H. G. Liddell, in the presence of a select 
party of relatives and friends. Her grace the duchess of Northum- 
berland, Miss Seymour, and the hon. Mrs. Dawson, were the spon- 
sors. A beautiful china font was presented for the occasion by her 
grace, and the lovely infant was named Florentia, from her grace's 
second name. Afler the ceremony, the distinguished party sat 
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down to a sumptuous dinoer at 6 o'clock. At half-past nine o'clock, 
the ball company began to arrive, and the elegant ball room was 
thrown open to the admiring assemblage. The ball was qpened by 
the hon. Mr. Liddell, and her grace the Dudiess of Northumber- 
land, and the dancing was kept up with great spirit till one o'clock, 
when the company retired to a splendid and elegant supper. The 
health of the lord lieutenant of the county, and of her grace, was 
proposed in a neat and appropriate manner, by the hon» Mr. Lid- 
dell, and was drunk with long and loud applause, after which the 
healths of the honourable host and hostess were proposed in a most 
gratifying manner by his grace, and loud cheers accompanied this 
toast. The healths of the distinguished sponsors were then propos- 
ed by Mr. Liddell, and received with great applause. The healths 
of lord and lady Ravensworth and family, were given and drunk 
with great enthusiasm. The company then returned to the ball- 
room, and a varied succession of waltzes, quadrilles, and other 
dances, were continued until the dawn of the morning warned the 
happy party of the necessity of quitting the scene of festivity. The 
bail-room was most tastefully decorated with wreaths of flowers 
and evergreens, beautifully arranged in various devices ; and the 
name bestowed by her grace the duchess of Northumberland upon 
the young christian^ was distinctly seen at the head of the room in 
large gold letters, intermixed wiw moss and flowers ; and on the 
side of the room were seen the initials of the duke and duchess, 
with their respective coronets, most skilfully executed by Mr. 
A they, of Alnwick. There were about 150 persons present upon 
this occasion, comprising several of the most distinguished families 
in the county. 

1828 (Oct. 24^. — His royal highness the duke of Sussex, passed 
through Newcastle, on a visit to Earl Grey, at Howick, and return- 
ed to the south on the 27th. His royal highness had for some 
time previous been at Raby Castle, the hospitable mansion of the 
marquis of Cleveland ; where Lord Durham, Mr. Brougham, and 
a distinguished party had been invited to meet his royal highness. 
October 14th, his royal highness made a short tour tlirough the 
country ; passing over Winston bridge, he proceeded by Thorpe to 
Greta bridge, where he partook of refreshment at Martin's new inn ; 
from thence crossing the Abbey bridge, they returned to Raby 
castle through Barnardcastle. His royal highness was highly gra- 
tified with his excursion ..through that beautiful neighbourhood. 
He was invited to Brancepeth castle, the seat of William Russell, 
esq., M. P., but this he declined on account of the death of his 
sister the queen of Wirtemberg. 

October, — This month, in making an excavation for a new 
harbour at Seaham in the county of Durham, a human skeleton was 
found about three feet below the surface of the earth, with the 
head doubled forward upon the breast. It was supposed to be the 
body of some person who had been murdered at a remote period ; 
most of the small bones were decomposed. 




3 (Nov. s;.— Died, at his house in Gateshead, in the 76th 
year of his age, Mr. Thomas Bewick, the celebrated engraver on 
wood. He was bom in the year 1753 at Cherrybum, new Oving- 
hain, in North umberlood. From an early proticieney in drawing, 
he, at the age of fourteen years, was bound apprentice to Mr. Itaiph 
Beilby, an engraver in Newcastle, who was a man of con»idervbIe 
tAlent. Mr. Bewick was first brought before the public by hi* 
wood cut of " The Old Hound," which gained the premium of 
seven guineas from the Society of ArU in the year 1773. This no 
doubt encoura^d his genius, and laid the foundation of hig success 
in after life. He cut in wood the mathematical diagrams for Hut- 
ton's Mensuration, in quarto, published in Newcastle in the year 
1770. Soon af\er the expiration of his servitude, he was taken into 
partnership by his master, under the firm of Beilby ami Bewiclf, 
and in the year 1790 appeared his " Bi$tory of Quadruptdt." In 
the year 1795, he, withhis brother John, were engaged by Mr.Wm. 
Bulmer, printer, of London, (a native of Newcastle) to embellish 
an edition of Goldsmith's Traveller and Deserted Village, and I'ar- 
netl's Hermit, The fucccss that attended this volume, inductsl 
Mr. Bulmer to engage iTi the publication of Somervile's Chase as a 
companion. This was produced the year following. AfYer Mr. 
John Bewick had finished on wood thewholeof the designs, cucept 
one which embellish thia work, he left London for Ovinghani, where 
he died on the 5th of December, 1795, aged 35 years, and lies 
bnried at Ovingham church. After the death of his brother, Mr. 
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Bewick bestowed every possible attention in engraving these blods. 
In the year 1797 he published the first volume of British Birds ; in 
1804 the second volume ; and in 1818 appeared the last of his pid>- 
lished works, '' 7%e Fables of JSsop and athersr At the time of 
his death he had cut in wood several illustrations for a History of 
Fishes. Many of his tailpieces have particular allusions : — once a 
fellow cheated him of a cart of coals, and to punish and expose the 
fellow, Mr. Bewick sketched his likeness, and made the Devil drive 
him pictorially to the gallows in his own cart ; this cut is in vol. L 
pace 114, of his British Birds — and the tailpiece on the last page 
of his Fables represents his own funeral, witn a view of Ovin^ham 
church ; below the cut appears the descriptive word *< Fimis.' He 
was buried at Ovingham church on the 13th of November, and 
was attended to the grave by many of his old and valued friends. 
Mr. Bewick possessed a rare union of talent, bein^ a naturalist, a 
draughtsman, and an engraver. To enumerate the whole of the 
works embellished by Messrs. Thomas and John Bewick would far 
exceed my limits, but I shall here enumerate a portion done by the 
former. On copper, — Illustrations to Consetts s Tour in Lapland, 
The Whitley large Ox, and another prize Ox. His large wood cuts 
are, — '^ The Wild Bull of the ancient Caledonian breed, now in the 
park at Chillingham castle, Northumberland, 1789." This is his 
largest wood cut. A Zebra, an Elephant, a Tyger, and a Lion ; 
these were designed ai^d cut in wood for Mr. Pidcock, while he was 
in Newcastle with his celebrated collection of wild beasts in 1799. 
He also designed and cut in wood, a lion for Mr. Chamley of New 
castle, This gentleman has also gratified the Bewick couectort, by 

Stthering a vast number of Bewick's blocks which had strayed fh>m 
ewcastle, and publishing them in 1820 in a very neatly printed 
volume, under the title of << Select Fables." This contains an ori- 
ginal portrait, cut in wood by Charlton Nesbit, also reduced copies 
of all the portraits of Mr. Bewick which have been engraved. They 
are four in number; the one here given is from a painting by 
Nicholson, and engraved by the late Thomas Fryer Ranson, in the 
year 1816. This was spoken very highly of in the journals of that 
day- There is a very fine marble bust, by Bailey, of Mr. Bewick 
in the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle ; it was 
placed there by a subscription of his friends and admirers. 

1828 (Nov, 9 J. — A fire occurred in All Saints church, Newcastle. 
When the congregation assembled at 3 o*clock for divine service, there 
was a great deal of smoke in the church, and it increased so mifeh 
during the sermon, that many of the congregation were obliged to 
go out, and therefore the minister (the Rev. W. A. Shute), who was 
preaching thought it best to conclude abruptly. The church being 
warmed by a stove, it was found that the upright flue or chimney 
had been filled with soot, and this having ignited, had heated the 
iron flue red hot, and as this passed near one of the main timbers 
of the roof, and seperated from it only by lime, the beam had 
caught fire, and the flames had communicated to some of the rafters 
which it supported. Fire engines being immediately sent for, the 
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devouring element was apparently overcome about a quarter past sue 
o'clock ; it howeyer partially broke out again about half-past ten, but 
U one engine and the firemen were still upon tlie spot, it wai im- 
mediately discovered and finally extinguished about eleven o'clock 
Bt night. It was supposed that in half an hour more the conflogra- , 
tioQ would have become general and reduced this elegant structure 
to a heap of ruins. So great was the anxiety for the prcservatioD . 
of the church, that the corpse of Mr. Lax, which was in waiting at 
four o'clock, could not be interred until between six and seven 
o'clock. The damage amounted to about £W0, 

1828 (Nott. \Q) — Two most shocking murders were cummittcd 
at Cowley House, near Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, by s 
man named Joseph Hutchinson, on the bodies of his fatlier and , 
brother named John and Israel Hutchinson, who were joint oc 
piers of the farm. The family, consisting of the father, two sona, \ 
a daughter, and her husband, were all sitting at dinner between 1 
twelve and one o'clock, and before tlie others had finished their ■ 
meals, Joseph Hutchinson rose and left the table (his usual prac- « 
tice) without any provocation, and retired into a back kitchen, frou i 
which, however, be soon returned with a large poker, and with it 1 
indicted a tremendous blow on the head of his brother, whicb < 
brought him to the ground nearly lifeless. He then aimed a blovr 
at his brother in-law (Lamb), which grazed his forehead, but he 
was fortunately able to effect his escape with his wife and children, 
without further injury. Alter this Joseph attacked his father in a i 
furious manner with the same weapon, and continued to do so until | 
life was nearly extinct, when he left the house for a hammer, wit 
which he returned with the servant girl, (who had been in the yar 
during the murders) whom he desired to go into the house and get 
her dinner, apparently regardless of the horrid slaughter he had 
committed. On re-entering the kitchen, the murderer again com- ^ 
menced beating the heads of his victims with the hammer ; he then 
saddled a fine spirited horse and rode to Durham, as deliberately . 
as if nothing had happened. He went to Mr. Forsyth's, the New- 
castle Arms, in Hew Elvet, the house which the family usually j 
went to in Durham, between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, , 
but left soon at^r on his return home. By this time a constable J 
of SedgefieJd, named Crossling, having been despatched in pursuit f 
of him, succeeded (with the assistance of two gentlemen in a gig J 
whom he accidently met)i in securing the murderer near Coxhoe.il 
He was committed to Durham gaol on the coroner's verdict of J 
ttnlful murder. Two indictments were preferred at the Durham 1 
Spring assizes, 23d February, 1829, against Joseph Hutchinson, for 
the murder of his father and brother, John and Israel Hutchinson, ' 
at Sedgefield, but the grand jury returned them with the following 
words written at the bottom : — " We find that Joseph Hutchinson 
did cause the death of John and Israel Hutchinson, by the means 
named in the indictment ; but we do not find that bill for murder, 
OS it appears to us that tlie prisoner was insane at the time of com- 
mittbg the act." The prisoner woi brought up and arraigned od, J 
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>r the above named murders, and when asVed 
whether he was guilty or not guilty, he replied " I did it, but were 
they Christians or not?" He eecmcd perfectly collected, and 
manJ&Bted the greatest indifference to what was passing, Mr. 
Justice Bailey at first tliought that it would be best for the court 
to put in aplea of " not guilty" for him, as he did not answer satis- 
fkciorily. The clerk of the court was proceeding to swear the jury, 
and on the prisoner being told that he might object to any of the 
jurymen if he thought proper, he said — '■ I II tell them what I'll do. 
I'll bring a speech box for them." This evident insanity of the 
prisoner altered his lordship's mind, and he said he thought it would 
be much better to swear the jury for the purpose of enquiring 
whether the prisoner was insane or not, and in a ht state of mind to 
take his trial. The jury were accordingly sworn, and examined Mr. 
Frushard, the governor of the gaol, his assistant Milbank, and Mr. 
Hepplc, surgeon to the gaol, and Mr. Oswald, surgeon, Sedgefield, 
all of whom stated their decided conviction that he was in an un- 
sound state of mind ; and the latter gentleman said that he was 
sent for to attend him more than two years ago, and at that time 
recommended his family to send him to a lunatic assylum, as he 
was not 6t to go at large. The jury immediately expressed their 
opinion that he was of unsound mind, and unfit to take his trial. 
He was then taken back to the prison, and ordered to be detained. 

1828 (Nov. XO). — Two boys, named Donnison and Lamb, the one 
eleven, the other twelve years of age, were unfortunately killed in 
a quariT, situated in Diana's Grove, on the north EUwick estate, 
near Newcastle, where ihcy had been sent by their employer, 
Thomas Golvin, of Gallowgate, tliarm maker, to dig coals. In the 
quarry there was a passage to an old coal pit, where they dug out 
the coats which supporteo the roof, when a huge rock, about fifteen 
tons weight fell upon them and crushed them to death. Tlie rock 
had to be broke in pieces before the bodies could be recovered. 
The boys were son and grandson of a man named Donnison, a tailor, 
who |>erished in a storm a few years before, ai the Cowgate, near 
Newcastle, in returning from Woolsington. 

November 1 1. — The dead bodies of two females were discovered 
in the coach-oHice of the Turf hotel in Newcaslje. One came by 
the Highflyer coach from York, and the other was brought by a 
man to be booked for Edinburgh. In consequence of suspicions a 
police officer was sent for, and tlie man was taken into custody. 
The packages were directed to different parties in Edinburgh. In- 
quests were held on the following day by the coroner for Newcastle, 
and no marks of violence appearing on the bodies, the verdict was 
to that effect, and they were interred in St. John's church -yard. The 
package from York came to Newcastle first on the 8th, and being 
suspected, was returned thither ; and the coach proprietors at York 
sent it back by the same coach. The man who took ilie other box 
to the coach-office was tried and acquitted, 

November 13. — Between tliree and four o'clock on the morning 
a fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. W. Scott, as ■ 
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joiDers shop, situated above the brew-house belonging to the Bee 
Hive public-house, in the Close, Newcastle. It was supposed to 
have originated from some sparks of fire which had been lefl burn- 
ing during the night, coming in contact with the joiner's shavings. 
The flames were observed issuing from the roof by some keelmen 
on the river who save the alarm. Fire engines being shortly in 
attendance, with ouier assistance, the destructive element was con- 
fined to the house wherein it broke out, and in a short time was 
wholly suppressed. The roof fell in, and other considerable damage 
was done to the amount of about £150. The premises were the pro- 
perty of Jabez Hood, esq. 

1828 (Nov. IS J — The bell tower of the new Catholic chapel, 
then building at Hexham, fell with a tremendous crash, which did 
considerable damage. Fortunately no lives were lost, as it occurr- 
ed during the workmen's dinner hour. No blame was attached to 
the builder, Mr. William Oliver, of Durham, as the part that fell 
was under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Singleton, a difference hav- 
ing taken place between Mr. Oliver and the committee. 

November 20. — A dreadful explosion took place in the I Pit, 
at Washington colliery upon the river Wear, There were fifteen 
persons (eleven boys and four men) in the pit when it occurred, all 
of whom were killed, excepting a man named Michael Hall, who was 
much burnt. The report was awfully loud, and the blast so power- 
ful, that the machinery at the mouth of the pit was blown down 
and scattered about to some distance, with corves and other weighty 
bodies from the bottom of the shafl. The colliery had been ex- 
amined in the morning, and was considered to be in a state of per- 
fect ventilation. 

November 28. — This being the day appointed for laying the 
foundation stones of the new harbour and town of Seaham, m the 
county of Durham, an immense concourse of people had assembled 
to witness the imposing ceremony. The marquis and marchioness 
of Londonderry, accompanied by Lord Ravensworth and family, 
and other distinguished friends, arrived in their carriages, a httle 
before one o'clock. They then alighted within a short distance of 
the harbour, and on the line of road which led to it. Here <* The 
Wdlington Car" (that in which the illustrious Wellington passed 
alone the colliery waggon-ways, when he visited the county of 
Durham, the preceding year,) was ready to receive them, and mto 
which the distinguished party immediately entered, and were con- 
ducted down the railway towards the site of the new harbour, preced- 
ed by the marquis's band of music. On reaching the spot where the 
ceremony was to take place, the marquis of Londonderry,SirC. Sharp 
and John Buddie, esq., alighted, cheered by the loudest acclama- 
tions ; this was a most interesting moment, as Seaham-hall, the 
church, and many of the neighbouring fatm-houses, a wind-miU, 
and the temporary erections near the hu'bour, were decorated with 
flags. Mr. Buddie having mounted the stone, he presented his 
lordship with a splendid silver trowel, on one side of which a plan o'^ 
the new harbour was engraved, and on the other the Londonderry 
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arms and tlie following inscription ; — " Thb Irowd was presented 
to the most honourable Charles William Vane Stewart, Marquii of 
Londonderry, by Jolin Buddie, on laying the foundation stone of 
tlie north pier of Seaham harbour, this 28tli day of Nov^ 1828" 
The handle was formed of Rainton coal highly polished. Mr. Bud- 
die in presenting this trowel, complimented his lordship as having 
spent great part of his life as a soldier, and on his now shewing a 
desire to preserve the lives of British seamen, as he regarded this 
new harbour as an undertaking commenced, less to serve his own 
interest, than from the patriotic motive of affording a place of re- 
fuge for shipping on that coast, where a few years ago such disas- 
trous wrecks had taken place, and which he was well assured would 
have been prevented had the vessels had such a port of safety to 
have recourse to, as was now about to be constructed. Sir Cuth- 
bcrt Sharp also spoke on the occasion, and expressed himself of 
opinion, tnat this great undertaking, so far from being injurious 
to the town of Sunderland, as had been conjectured, would be 
beneficial to it. In a speech of considerable length, Sir Cuth- 
bert was repeatedly and loudly cheered, and having passed a 
high eulogium upon the noble marquis and his lady, he present- 
ed to the latter a flag having the armorial bearings of the noble 
family, encircled with the motto of " Succetg to Seaham Harbour" 
The marquis of Londonderry then laid the foundation stone of the 
north-east pier of the inner harbour. His lordship observed, tliat 



G was delighted to see s 



y friends around him o 



this 



: he had commenced, he said, the great undertaking, in honour 
Di which they were now assembled, leas for his own advantage than 
for serving the public, and for advancing the commercial intcreati 
of the county of Durham. He had begun it by the advice of 
valued triend Mr. Buddie, and when he considered tliat he not c 
had the opinion of Mr. Chapman, the engineer, but also of 
Telford, and of Mr. Rennie m his favour, he could not help c( 
fidently looking forward to a succesful termination. The cheering 
which followed his lordship's speech, which had been delivered with 
much feeling, lasted for some time, and a salute of 34 guns was 
fired Irom the neighbouring cliff to signify the conclusion of the 
first ceremony. As the car was drawn from the beach, the ruAAe 
family was again loudly cheered. On reaching the summit of the 
bank, Mr. Chapman, the engineer, presented liimself, and handing 
to the noble marquis a plan of the harbour, took occasion to deliver 
a few observations on the forwardness of the work which had been 
GO recently commenced, and on the future extent of its utility. 
Mr. Chapman's speech was loudly cheered. The marquis and 
marchionesg, and their friends having alighted from the car, walked 
round the limits of the harbour to inspect the progress of de 
works, and then re-entering their barouche, drawn by four beauti- 
ful horses, they proceeded to the spot where the foundation stone 
of the first house of Seaham town was to be laid by Viscount Sea- 
ham. The marquis and his interesting little boy, here descended 
ftom the carriage, and were received by John Dobson, esq., of 
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Newcastle, architect, who in presenting a plan of the intended 
town to Lord Seabam, who was to lay the foundation Blone, ob- 
served, that in preparing the design, he had calculated on that place 
becoming a port uf considerable eminence, and he trusted that hia 
gallant father and accomplished mother would have cause to look 
back with pride on the proceedings of that day. Mr. Dobson then 
presented the young lord with a very handsome silver trowel, the 
naudle formed of limestone of a very fine description, with which 
the Seaham estate abounds. Loril Seabam, who had not attained 
hi* eighth year, replied to Mr. Dobson, m follows: — " Mr. Dob- 
son, I thank you. I cannot make a speech, but I wish success to 
the town, and happineii to the people." Hia lordship having 
completed the ceremony, the cheers of the assembled multi- 
tude, were followed by another salute of 34 guns from the clilT, 
and the crowd tlien moved gradually to the northward, notice hav- 
ing been given that all persons were required to retire beyond a 
certain barrier, prior to the firing of the mine, which was to blow 
into the air a large mass of rock to commemorate the occurrences 
of the day. Sufficient time was given for this purpose, and a sig- 
nal gun was fired two minutes before the springing of the mine, 
that all persons might be upon their guard and look to their own 
safety. The explosion at length took place, and the rock was 
shivered to pieces in a moment, and parts of it were hurled into 
the air and scattered for some distance round. Three persons who 
had not attended to the caution were injured by the fait of the 
fragments, one man having a shoulder dislocated, anutlier his arm 
broken, and a boy received a severe contusion. The marquis and 
marchioness of Londonderry and their friends, after witnessing the 
explosion, retired to Seaham Hall, where a sumptuous banquet 
was provided for a very large assemblage of the most respectable 
gentry in the county of Durham, and of the adjoining counties. 
The health of the marchioness of Londonderry preceded all others, 
and was drunk with repeated cheers. " The marquis of London- 
derry," " Lord Seaham, and the junior branches of the family," 
and " Success to Seaham harbour," followed, and were received 
with the m6st enthusiastic applause. The con)|>any, consisting of 
nearly 400 persons, were not less gratified by the elegant profusion 
of the board, than with the courtesy, kindness, and condescension 
of the noblu host and hostess. The proceedings of this day will 
be long recollected with pleasure and satisfaction, as well by those 
who partook of the splendid hospitality of Seaham Hall, as by 
those who were spectators of the noble and important proceed- 
nes of laying the foundation atones of a new harbour and town. 
The number of persons present, at the most moderate calculation, 
may be stated at 7,000. The brass plate, hermetically sealed in 
a glass case, deposited beneath the pier, bore the followmg inscrip- 



" Charles William Vine. 

Third Marquis of Londonderry. 

Viscount tiastlcreagb and Baron SleBwl, 

Of Mount Slewart, snd of BalliUwo in Ireland, 
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And 

Pint Earl Vane and Yiflcoimt Seaham 

Of tha United Kinffdom of Great Britain and Irdand^ 

K.CB^ G.C.H., K.B.E., ILR.E., K.S.G., K.S^ K.T.&, Ac Ae. 

Laid the Foundation Stone 
Of Seaham Harbour* 
A.D., 1828, Not. 88th. 
HaTing married Frances Anne Vane Tempest* only dau^ter of Bar Hcny 
Vane Tempest, bart, by Anne, Countess of Antrim, he became poa waeod m 
the estates and collieries of the Vane and Tempest fiunilies of toe countj of 
Durham, and having added and annexed the estate of Seaham to the aaoM^ 
he embarked in the construction of this harbour, with an humUe and ooolU 
dent hope of fiuulitating the exportation of the produce of the mines, and of 
auffmenting the commercial Interest of the county of Durham. In this ante* 
talonp, the founder has been chiefly advised by the tried exp eri enc e and ift- 
de&tig»ble industry of his valued mend and acent, 

John Buddie, Esq., of Wallsend. 

William Chapman, Esq., Engineer.** 

The inscription on the plate placed in the foundation stone of the town 
asfoUows^— 

** George Henry Bobert Charles Vane, 

Viscount Seaham, 

Laid the Foundation Stone 

Of the First House of Seaham Town, 

Nov. 28th, 1828, A. D. 



John Dobson, Esq., Architect'* 
18S8 /* Abv. SO^. — Considerable anxiety was felt in Newcastle for 
several days, in consequence of Mr* Thomas Gibson, the comptrol- 
ler of the customs, and eldest son of the late Benjamin Gibson^ 
esq., having on the above day (Sunday), lefl his own house at 
Chimney-mUls, on tlie edge of the Leazes, at five o'clock in the 
afternoon to take his usual walk, (his custom whether rain or fair) 
and not returning home again. Mr. Ridley, a neighbour, saw him go 
out at the gate on to the Moor, and take the direction of the race 
course. Not coming back to tea, Mrs. Gibson became rather 
alarmed, and, accompanied by a friend, went out with lanterns late 
that night, and again by three o'clock on the morning, (being moon« 
light) but no traces of'^him could be found. Search ot every des- 
cription was made during the week, and it was only on Friday after- 
noon that Mr. Taylor Gibson, his brother, got mformation that a 
straw hat had been taken up on Monday morning in the Bull's Paric 
at the south end of the town-moor, which proved to be the hat Mr. 
Gibson had on when he went out. Mr. Ridley above named, hearing 
of this, took a survey of the neighbourhood, and very soon almost 
made himself certain that Mr. Gibson had slipped into a runner of 
water near the mouth of a large conduit (on the north side of the 
new water pond on the moor) that took its course into the Bull's 
Park, and on exploring this on the Saturday the body was found. 
W. Fife, esq., the coroner, held an inquest on the body the same 
evening, and the following verdict was given : — <* On Saturday the 
6th day of December inst., the body of Thomas Gibson, who had 
been missing since Sunday the SOth of November, was found drown* 
ed and suffocated in a certain conduit situated on the town-moor. 



in the parisfa of St. NicbolaB. in the town and county of Nev- 
cutle upon Tyne ; that the said Thomas Gibson had no marks of 
violence appeariog on his body, otherwise than might be occasion- 
ed by having passed a considerable space along the conduit, and 
that the jurora are of opinion the said Thomas Gibson had fallen 
into the entrance of the said conduit, and had been swept away by 
the violence of the flood which at that time prevailed, in conse- 
quence of a long and continued rain which had been falling on 
Saturday and Sunday the 39tli and 30th of November." Mr. 
Gibson, when found, was very little altered in his appearance. He 
was in his 64th year, was a man of mild and affectionate disposition 
and very charitable to the poor. The flood, as soon as Mr. Gib- 
wn's body had stopped, had burst the conduit upwards in the 
Bull's Park, and the hat had been thrown up through the aperture- 
Two pit boys had been employed to explore the conduit from the 
mouth, and air holes were occasionally made for them until they 
came to the body of the unfortunate gentleman at the distance of 
250 yards. Mr. Gibson had been at church with his brother on 
the Sunday morniDg, and afterwards took a walk before dinner. 
After he had dined, he put on hia old clothes and assisted the ser- 
vant in clearing the yard which was much flooded by tlie rain, and 
then went out as above stated. The mouth of the conduit was 
three feet high, and it was satisfactorily proved on tlie inquest, that 
Mr. Gibson had met his death, by getting, through mistake in the 
dark, into the ditch or line of the conduit, and by the impetuosity 
of the flood had been thrown down and forced into it without the 
least possibility of extricating himself. 

1828 (Dec. I J. — A melancholy accident occurred at Townley- 
mato colliery, near Stella. The river Tyne having been swelled to 
an unusual height by a continued rain, the water reached an old 
boreing which communicated with the workings, and poured into 
the mine in such ijuantiiies as to drown an old man who was unfor- 
tunately below, and fourteen horses. 

Deeemier 5. — A dispute took place between the corporation 
of Newcastle, and the stewards of the incorporated companies of 
that town, as to the right of the former, or their lessee, to break 
the ground for the purpose of coming at the minerals beneath the 
town-moor, the property of the freemen. The corporation having 
granted a lease to the Kev. R. H. Brandling (who possessed the 
adjoining land) of the coal under the town-moor, and that with a 
view to work it, Mr. Brandling or his sub-lessee, had broken the 
surface at a stone quarry on the west side of the barracks, where he 
had opened a pit, constructed a railway, and erected a depfit. This 
the stewards contended, Mr. B. had no right to do, and having ob- 
tained the opinion of an eminent barrister (Mr. Alderson) in their 
favour, they gave Mr. Brandling notice to remove his erections, 
and to restore the ground tu its former state. Mr. B. havins dis- 
regarded this notice, the stewards met on the above day (Friday) 
at the place in question, when they threw down the depot, dis- 

fuw railways, and Isid.off the working of the coal ; they also 
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issued an oriier for rubbish to be led, and the excavation filled up> 
No action followed these proceedings. 

1828 (Dec. 6J. — About five o'clock in the evening, a small com 
lofl, tiie property of Mr. Scott, maltster, at the foot of tlie Bottia 
Bank, Gateshead, came down with a heavy crash, to the no small 
ilarm of the neighbourhood. The building had not been erected 
wbove eight or nine years, and decay was no way perceptible. 
There were about thirteen lasts of barley in it at the time. The 
maltman and his son had a narrow escape ; they were going up the 
jrard on their way to the building at the moment of its giving way. 

December 8. — As a coachman was returning from Whitley to- 
wards North Shields with a carriage and pair, the horses t^mg 
ftight, darted forward, threw the driver from hJs seat, and continued 
at a rapid pace, clearing all the turns until they arrived at Shields, 
where they passed along several streets, and finished their career 
by running down the long and steep steps that lead from Dock- 
wruy-square to the Low Lights, without any other injury than ft 
broken pole. The coachman was not much hurt. 

December 20. — As some workmen were digging in tlie kitcboi 
of an old house in Warren -street, Sunderland, for the purpose of 
lowering the floor, they found a human skeleton quite entire, about 
two feet below the floor which had been a flagged one. Conjee- 
tures with respect to this deposit were numerous, but none satit- 
fkctory, so that the circumstance relating to the interment of the 
body remained veiled in mystery. 

This year the following whimsical exemption from the militta 
appeared amongst the returns posted on the door of St. Mary's 
church, in Gateshead: — *' Exempt — a recruiting tergeant in (Ae 
army of Immanuel, whose kingdom is not of this world, etz^— 
a licensed Wesletjan Methodist Preacher." Signed. " Hodgsoa 
Cassoo." Mr. Cosson at the time was the minister of the Metho- 
dist chapel in Gateshead. 

1899 (Jan. IJ.— The congregation assembling at the TuthiU- 
Btairs chapel, Newcastle, presented three valuable pieces of plate 
to their pastor, the Hev. Richard Pengilly, as a token of their 
respect and esteem on his completion of twenty-one years' ministry 
in that place. 

January 3. — The foundation stone of a new and extensive 
mansion-house, to be executed In the Gothic style, for Meni^ 
John William Collingwood, esq., at Lilburn Tower, near Woolef,- 
in Northumberland, was laid with much ceremony. About tyai' 
o'clock, Mr. Collingwood accompanied by several gentlemen and ft' 
large bodv of peasantry arrived, when Mr. C. with an ele^nt sil- 
ver trowel, proceeded to perform the ceremony, under the directint 
of Mr. John Dobson, the architect, who exhibited several highly- 
finished drawings of the intended structure. Under the stone 
were deposited two glass vessels, one containing the different coins 
of the reign of George IV., the other a newspaper of llie 3rd of 
January, together with a MS. containing the following names :— 
" Robert Hidl, Alnwick, mason ; Thomas Wallace and Sonii 
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NtKcatllt, carpenten and Joincra ; Ralph Dodds, Neweaith, plas- 
terer , Robert Wallace, clerk of the works." Both veueli wer* 
sealed with the arms of Collingwood. A glasi plate was bUo in- 
closed of very curious workmanship, done by Fellat and Green, 
Loodon, mtenteea of incrustation, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion : — " The foundation atone of this building, Lilbum Tower, 
was laid by Henry John William Collingwood, esq., on the 3rd of 
January, 1829, being the anniversary of his marriage with Francei 
Camabv Haggerston. — John Dobson, esq., architect, Newcastle." 
After the ceremony the whole of the party joined in three timea 
three cheers ; aAer which, " Prosperity to the house of Colling- 
wood and success to the building." Mr. C. and his friends then 
retired lo a dinner provided on the occasion. Tlie workmen and 
the neighbouring people were plentifully regaled with bread and 
cheese and strong ale, &c. 

1829 (Jan. 6J. — At a monthly meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of Newcastle, a motion was made, pursuant to 
a notice at the previous meeting, that the cast of Mr. Lough's c(h 
lossal statue ofMilo, presented by him, and which bad been placed 
in the large room of the institution, should be removed to eomft 
more private situation (the committee-room was suggested) until 
the intended arcade behind the building could be erected. The 
reasons assigned for this motion were, tliat it was against the origi- 
nal intention of the society to accumulate such works, and that it 
was offensive to good taste. After some discussion the motion was 
negatived by s very large majority. Mr. Lough, the celebrated 
aculptor, is a native of Northumberland. The cast of Milo, with 
the pedestal, is about fourteen feet in height. 

January 7. — Brunswicti-place chapel, Newcastle, was re-opened. 
sAer being closed for several weeks, undergoing new painting and 
other improvements. The Rev. Mr. Lessey, preached, after which 
a collection was made in aid of the improvements. A splendid new 
organ of 18 stops, made by Messrs. Wood, Small, and Bruce, of 
Edinburgh, was put up, the former one having been found too small 
for so large a congregation. The front is an unique and elegant 
specimen of the Gothic style, ailer a design of Mr. T. M. Richard- 
son, artist, of Newcastle. 

January 16. — Being the anniversary of the birth of the hon. 
Charles William Larabton, son of Lord Durham, the union society 
of change ringers, belonging to Newcastle and Gateshead, rang 
4536 changes of grandsire triples upon the bells of St. Marr's 



church, Gateshead, in two hours and fitly-eight r 

was a feat which had never been pertbrmed on these bells on ai _ 

similar occasion before. In the latter part of the day several shorter 

gals of changes were rung. The bells of the several churches in 
urham were rung on the same occasion. 

January 25. — Died in London, at a very advanced age, up- 
wards of 80 years, Mr. William Shield, the eminent composer — 
Mr. Shield was born at Whickham, in the county of Durham, and 
was first taught to modulate bis voice and practice the violin, when 
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he wat only six years old, by his father, and BubeequeDtly received 
a few lessons of tlio rough -bass in his juvenile years, from the c * 
brated Avison, of Newcastle. At Uie death of his father he 
bound apprentice to Edward Davison, boat-builder, 
Shields ; and, during his servitude, led the Newcastle subscriptii 
concerts, where he repeatedly played the soio parts of Geminir- 
snd Giordini's concertos. Having produced an admired specij 
of sacred music, when the new chapel was to be consecrated 
Sunderland, he was requested to compose the anthem, which wi 
performed by tlie then excellent Durham choir, to an immense con- 
gregation, in the year 1769.— iVee vol. i.page 268. At Scarbo- 
rough, in the fashionable spa season, he was the occasional leader 
of the concerts, and the constant one in the orchestra of the 
Ire, for which he composed many songs written by Cunninghi 
the pastoral poet, who was an actor in Bates' company \ 
period. At this time he accepted an offer to fill a vacant 
the orchestra of the Italian Opera-house, London, and after being 
there many years, he became the musical director of Co vent-garden 
theatre, and was also appointed one of the musicians in ordinary 
to his majesty. At the death of Sir William Parsons, his majesty 
George IV., most graciously appointed hiin master of his musi- 
cians in ordinary. His works are very numerous ; perhaps no 
writer is so remorkable for songs containing so mucii that is strictly 
national ; and, alier Purcell, Shield was considered to be the finest 
and most perfect example of really English writers. 

1629 (Jun. 26;.— The bachelors of Durham gave a brilliant 
ball at the assembly-rooms, in that city, and, notwithstanding 
the very unfavourable state of the weather, there were 216 per- 
sons present, comprising nearly all the rank and fashion of the 
county, besides several families of rank and consequence from 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood. The dresses of the ladles were 
very splendid. Dancing commenced at ten o'clock ; and the ball 
was led off by the marchioness of Londonderry and William Ru>- 
sell, esq., M. P., of Brancepeth castle. At half-past twelve o'clo^ 
the company sat down to a splendid supper, at which John Allans 
esq., of Blackwell, presided, and William Mills, esq., of Willing 
ton, officiated as vice-president. The chainnan proposed thie 
hedth of the ladies and gentlemen who had honoured the bache> 
lora with their presence. The marquis of Londonderry, after 
acknowledging the compliment, proposed the health of the bache> 
lors. Mr. Allan, in a very humourous speech, returned thanks, 
and expressed great confidence that the fascinations of the ladies 
present would have the happy effect of speedily reducing the 
number of his unfortunate brethren who, he was instructed to say, 
were heartily tired of their " single blessedness," and concluded 
by proposing the healths of the single ladies. Mr. Shafto, of 
Whitworth park, proposed the health of Mr. Allan, which was 
drunk with the greatest enthusiasm. The healths of the commit- 
tee of management were then proposed, and a high compliment 
paid for their excellent arrangements. Mr. Robert Henry Allan 
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returned thanks on behalf of the committee. The healths of the 
marquis of Cleveland, Mr. Russell, and Mr. Ralph Lambton, n-er* 



pa«t t 



) appropriate speeches. Uancing was resumed at halA' I 
'ock. and kept up with great spirit till six o'clock oa | 
The following are the names of the bachelurs, tha 
donors of the splendid entertainment, viz.; — 1. "John Fawcett^ 
esq , Newton Hall ; 2, • Rev. C. Fawceit, Durham ; 3. • Henir ' 
Stapylton, esq., Durliam ; 4. " W. £. Wooler, esq., Durham ; 5. J. 
D. Lambton, esq., Durham ; 6. Thomas Griffith, esq., Durham ; 
George Appleby, esq., Durham; 8. George Wilkinson, esq., Dur- i 
ham; 9. G. P. Hutchinson, esq., Chilton; 10. Robert BurrdI, 
tun., esq., Durham; 11. * Robert Henry Allan, esq., Durham; 13. 
WiUiam Wills, esq., Willington ; 13. A. W. Hutchinson, esq., Dup. 
ham ; 14. T. C. Grainger, esq., Durham ; 15. G. D. Wooler, esq^ 
Fawnlecs ; 10. William Russell, esq., M. P., Brancepeth castle ; 17. 
H.J. Spearman, esq., Durham; IB. A. Wilkinson, esq., Coxhos I 
Hall; 19. William Allan, esq., Blackwell Grange; 20. Thoma» i 
Maude, esq., Selaby ; 21 . Gerard Salvin, esq., Croxdale ; 22. John I 
Allan, esq., Blackwell; 23. W. R. C. Chavtor, esq., Witlon Castlet 
24. Rev. S. Gamlen, Heighington; 35. Rev. T. Ebdon, Durham) J 
26. Edward Shipperdsun, esq., Durham ; 27. Hutton Chaytor, esq.)' ' 
Witton Castle; 28. Rowland Burdon, jun., esq., Castle Eden ; Ml 
C. Haine, esq.. Gainford; 30. Tliomas Fenwick, esq., South HlUt 1 
SI. John Chaytor, esq., Witton Castle; 32. R. D. Sliaao, esq., 
Whitworth Park; 33. Rev. O. J. Cresswell, Seaham ; 34. WillisBt 
Williamson, esq., Whitburn; So. Richard Wright, esq., Sandat | 
86. A. Storey, esq., Che»ter-le- Street ; 37. John Hutchinson, esA, 
Durham ; 38. William Trotter, esq., Bishop Auckland ; 39 ; F.tk 
Johnson, esq., Aykley Heads; 40. H. F. Mills, esq., Willington. 

1829 (Jan. 29J — A grand ball was given by William RusseH, 
esq., M.P., at Brancepeth castle, to the gentry of the county of 
Durham, &c., when the honourable gentleman was honoured by the 
presence of an assemblage of visitors, as conspicuous, perhaps, for 
rank, wealth, youth, and beauty, as ever was witnessed In that 
neighbourhood ; and it may be truly said, that an entertainment 
more princely in its nature, or one that imparted more perfect sfr 
tisfaction to those who were present, was never given in the north 
on any previous occasion. The whole of the external arrangements 
of the castle had a fine appearance ; but, striking as these were, 
they were but trifling in comparison with the matchless brilliancy 
of Uie preparations made lor the reception of the company within^ 
preparations alike extensive and splendid, and on a scale of true 
baronial magnificence. The great dining room was fitted up fbe 
dancing, and in the retiring-rooms adjoining, refreshments of every 
kind were set out for the use of the company. The guests, after 
passing through the entrance-hall Hn which Mr. Russell's private 
band was stationed ). the baron's-hall, and the breakfast. room, were 
received by their honourable host in the drawing-room, from 
whence they proceeded In the ball-room. The appearance of thli 

* TboK marked <rilh in uteriik, formed tbe committee of muitgement. 
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was beautiful In the extreme. The rich and elegant dreises of the 
ladies, and the blaze of beauty, far eclipsing the extrinsic decora* 
tJoriB by which the company were surrounded, presented a scene 
of the most dazzling splendour, grace, and loveliness. The ball 
opened with a country dance, led off by Mr. Russell and the mar- 
chioness of Londonderry, which was followed by quadrilles and 
waltzes, which continued until two o'clock, when supper was an- 
nounced, and the party were ushered to a collation of the most 
sumptuous and costly description, in the armour-gallery and the 
octagon-room, where upwards of 200 sat down to the bantjuet. — 
Mr. Russell presided at the centre, with the hon. Captain Coch- 
rane apposite to him, and Colonel Mills at the upper end, and Mr, 
Allan, of Ulackwell, at the lower end of the table. On the con- 
clusJUD of the supper Mr. Russell said, that this being the anniver- 
sary of the king's accession to the throne, he would take tlie 
opportunity of proposing his majesty's health, which was drunk 
with acclamation. The health of Mr. Russell was next drunk witli 
great enthusiasm, and the following toasts were given in succes- 
sion : — " The ladies," " The marquis of Londonderry," " Mr, Bell 
and Northumberland," and "Mrs. Russell." Afler suppwr the 
ladies returned to the ball-room, where dancing was resumed a 
little before four o'clock with great spirit, and maintained by Uie 
gay and happy throng until a much later hour. 

1829 (Jan. 29^. — Being the anniversary of his majesty's acces- 
sion to the throne, the union sociely of change ringers belon^g 
to Newcastle, rang a peal of Holt's grandsire triples, consisting of 
6040 changes, on the bells of Gateshead church, in three hours 
and seventeen minutes. This peal had not been rung upon these 
bells since the year 1794. 

January 30. — In compliance with a requisition, very respec- 
tably signed, the chamberlains of the borougli of Alnwick convened 
a meeting of the inhabitants at tlie town-hall, to lake into conside- 
ration " the propriety of presenting an address to his grace the 
duke of Northumberland, previous to his grace's departure from 
Alnwick castle, to enter upon his ofHcial duties as lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland." The meeting, composed of the principal inhabitants, 
was numerously attended, and John Lambert, esq., (under-sheriff 
of Northumberland,) was called to the chair. Alter some prelimi- 
nary observations, expressive of the beneficence and amiable qua- 
lities of the noble duke, on address was proposed and unanimously 
agreed to, and a deputation appointed to present it. His grace haT- 
ing named the next day, at 12 o'clock, to receive the address, the 
deputation, consisting of Jno. Lambert, J. Leithhead, (i. Selby, Jos. 
Hardy, WUliam Strother, W. R Bow, M.D., P. Dennis, and Wra. 
Dixon, esquires, the rev. \V. Proctor, the rev. Thomas Inghatni 
and Messrs. J. Lindsay, Joseph Graham, E. Caitanach, W. Hind- 
marsh, and M. Smith, proceeded to the castle, and were received 
by his grace in the grand saloon. At\er tlic address had been read 
by Mr. Lambert, that gentleman passed a very high encomium on 
his grace's good qualities, to which his grace made a suitable reply. 
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The deputation, after partaking of refreshment* provided for tlicm 
in an adjoining room, IcH the castle much pleased with the urbanity 
of his grace, and tlie reception lie had given them. 

1828 (Jan 91 J.— Died, at his house in Saville Row, Newcastle, 
after along and painful illnegs, Mr. Henry Atkinson, Bcboolmaster, 
aged 47 years. As a mathematician he had few equals, and his 
knowledge of various other subjects was both comprehensive and 
accurate. He was born on the 28th of June, 1781, at West Harle, 
Northumberland, and was the son of Mr. Cuthbert Atkinson, after- 
wards a scfaootmaster at Great Bavingion. He commenced teaching 
in his 13th year, in the neighbourhood where he was bom, but remov- 
ed 10 Newcastle in the year 1808. In the following year he became 
a member of the Literary and I'liilosophical Society of Newcastle, 
from which time, until his death, he was one of its most distinguish- 
ed members. He was chosen one of the committee of that body 
in the year 1B17, and was re-elected every succeeding year, until 
the anniversary preceding his death, when he declined on account 
of bad health. Mr. A, was the author of many valuable mathema- 
tical and other papers, many of which were read at the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. He was also a valuable 
contributor to the Ladies' and Gentlemen's Diories, and obtained 
the prizes in the former in the years 1611, 1816, and 1823, and in 
the latter in 1819. In the year 1827, Mr. Atkinson delivered a 
course of lectures on Astronomy in the lecture-room of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. 

January. — This month, one of those rare and beauliful gold coins, 
a roee-nohle of Edward I., was found on the estate of William 
Pawson, esq., of Shawdon, in Northumberland. On the impress is 
a figure of the monarch seated in an ancient ship, bearing on his 
shoulder a shield containing the arms of England, France, and 
L'eland, with the legend. " Sie ib at per undas." 

Peltruary 2. — At the court of Windsor, present tlie King's most 
excellent majesty in council, his majesty was pleased to declare, 
Hugh duke of Northumberland, knight of the most noble order of 
the garter, lieutenant-general and general -governor of that part of 
the united kingdom called Ireland. His grace left Alnwick castle 
for London on the 4th February. Her grace the duchess passed 
tlirough Newcastle on the preceding day. 

Feorttary G — The Newcastle newspapers published tins day, 
(Friday) contained an advertisement offering £100 reward for the 
apprehension of a man named Jonathan Martin, charged with 
having set fire to York Minster, which was discovered in flames on 
the morning of the 2d of February. As soon as the papers reached 
Hexham, nu time was lost in commencing a search for Martin, 
whose person and haunts were well known, and by eleven o'clock 
on the forenoon he was in the custody of Mr. Stainlhorpe, the 
sheriff's officer. Stainthorpe, on reading the advertisement, in- 
vtantly set off on horseback northwards, called at Wall Bams, the 
residence of Mr. Thompson, a relation of Martin, where he learnt 
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big retreat, and proceeding to Codlaw-hill, about lour mileii frott 
Hexham, he found the delinquent in the house of Mr. EL KaU ; 
the latter ignorant of the enormities with which his guest was 
charged, accompanied the officer with his prisoner to Hexham, 
where, without the least resistance, he was lodged in the house of 
correction. Martin, who had long laboured under aberration of 
mind, seemed to have no consciousness of guilt for the crime he 
had committed ; he was visited by several gentlemen on Friday 
afternoon, to whom he was remarkably communicative, not onlj 
acknowledging the deed, but defending his conduct, and even ex* 
pressing his satisfaction at his plan having been so effective. Ott 
Sunday the 8th, Mr. Newstead of York, arrived in Newcastloy and 
proceeded to Hexham, from whence he returned with the prisoner 
in a post chaise, accompanied by Mr. Stainthorpe and Mr. Richard 
Nicholson, in whose custody at a lunatic asylum on Gateshead 
Fell, Martin had formerly been. The prisoner was lodged in the 
gaol of that town from one o'clock to three o'clock in the aflemooOp 
during which time a great concourse of people collected in the 
streets adjoining the prison. One of the rooms in the entrance 
building had been prepared for him, and while there, Mr. Sopwithp 
the governor of the gaol, repressed all attempts to obtain inibnne* 
tion from the prisoner. He sent him some dinner, which he ate 
with great relish, and drank a quantity of water. He wore the 
double breasted blue coat, with yellow buttons, blue trowsers, and 
half boots, described in the advertisement; and though rather 
jaded with fatigue, he seemed in perfectly good spirits, and mute 
rational and innocent in his behaviour. The pockets of his drab 
great coat contained some pieces of candles, and Mr. Stainthorpe 
had in his possession the black leather case in which he carried the 
tinder to the cathedral, and in which were small fragments of 
stained glass. He had also a white hafled razor, hacked on the 
back, with which he struck the fatal spark, and some curtains and 
tassels which he had abstracted from the cathedral. The prisoner 
and his conductors arrived at York about three o'clock on Monday 
morning in n post chaise. The magistrates, &c., having been aa- 
sembled for his examination, the whole of the proceedings were over 
soon after six o'clock, and he was committed to the city gaol. Few 
persons knew of his arrival, consequently all mobbing was avoided. 
Martin's trial came on at York on the 31st of March, and afler a 
trial of upwards of ten hours, the jury found a verdict of not guilty, 
on the ground of insanity. He was removed on the 28th of April 
to the criminal lunatic asylum, St. George's Fields, London, to be 
confined for life. This unfortunate maniac was born in the year 
1782, at Highside House, near Hexham, of humble parents, who 
apprenticed him to a tanner. In his 22d year he went to London* 
where he was impressed and sent to sea on board the Hercules, a 
74 gun ship. While on board this vessel he was engaged in the 
bombardment of Copenhagen. He was aflerwards engaged in the 
blockade of the Russian ships>in the Tagus, and from thence sailed 
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to ConMiiia« where the wredc of Sir John Moore's army was em- 
bukeiL Sobee^uently he sailed to Egypt, being then << under 
•Cnmg religioiis iropressions,'* and was *' filled with delight on be- 
holding w place where our Blessed Lord took refuge from the 
rage of Herou." He travelled the northern counties selling copies 
of a paropMeC} entitled, '' The Life of Jonathan Martin, of Darling- 
loii» tanner, written by himself, &c> Bamardcastle, printed for, 
and eold by the author, by Thomas Clifton, 1826, pnce Sd" Svo. 
This very euriofu pamphlet is embellished with equally curious 
engraTings by his brother, William Martin, the NtUural Philaso- 
piir and PdeL llie subjects are,— 1. The Colosses ai Rhodes. 
f. His provideniiai eseeqfe from a ioatery grave m the Bay of 
Biscay four different times ; emd^ 8. His providential escape from 
Ae Awlum House, on Gateshead fell. On the 9th of May, 1827, 
I purchased a copy of this work of Jonathan Martin. He was 
dressed in rather an eccentric manner, having on a pair of trowsers 
and a waistcoat made of seals' skin, with the hair outwards ; this he 
Mud was for the purpose of resisting any wet weather which he 
might encounter m his travels to sell his pamphlets which were 
contained in a pair of saddle bags thrown across his shoulders. I 
deaired him to write his name upon the title paee of the copy which 
I purchased, and this he immediately complied with. Seepage 8L 

1829 fFeb. 6y. — A grand subterranean ball was given to the 
workmen and others employed at Gosforth colliery, on account of 
the coal having been won on the Saturday (January Slst) previous. 
The ball'TOom, which was situated at the depth of nearly 1,100 
feet below the surface of the earth was in the shape of an L, whose 
width was 15 feet, base 22 feet, and perpendicular 48 feet. Seats 
were placed on the sides of the roomt the floor was flagged, and 
Ae whole place was brilliantly illuminated with lamps and candles. 
The company began to assemble and descend about half-past nine 
Oft the morning, and continued to do so till one in the afternoon. 
Immediately on their arrival at the bottom of the shaft, they pro- 
ceeded to d^e face, that is the extremity of the drift, where each 
penon hewed a piece of coal as a remembrance of the descent, and 
vetumed to enjoy the pleasures of the ball-room. As soon as a 
aiAcient number of guests had descended, dancing commenced, 
and was continued without intermission till three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when all ascended once more to the upper regions in 
aafety, much pleased and gratified with the amusements in which 
they had partaken. The Coxlodge band was in attendance, cold 
punch, malt liquor, and biscuits of all kinds were in abundance. 
There were present between 200 and 300 persons, nearly one-half 
of whom were females 1 1 ! 

J^ebruary 19. — A policy of insurance was introduced into 
Lloyd's which attracted much attention. It was for £90,000. on 
the plate and jewels of the duke of Northumberland, from London to 
Dublin, for all risks for one year. The premium was charged 25t. 
per cent February 27th, the William Paucit steam vesseiarrived 
m the river Liffey mm London, Uuien principally with the baggage 
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and plate of liis grace tlie duke of Northumberland. She liad on 
board four of his grace's carriagCH, and about 200 packages of 
various kinds, including the plate. March Sd, the duke and 
duchess left London for Ireland ; they proceeded in the first in- 
slance to the seat of Earl I'owis, the father of the ducbess. 
March 6[h, their graces arrived at Dublin, where they were receiv- 
ed by upwards of 20,000 spectators with the most joyous cheering. 

1829 (Feb). — A complete gangway or draw jetty, which can be 
taken up and let down at pleasure, was erected on the Quay U 
Newcastle, at the expense of the corporation of that town, for the 
ingress and egress of passengers to and from the steam packets. 
The lives of the passengers were before in very imminent danger. 
A similar erection has since been put up on the New Quay at Nordki 
Shields. 

March \. — Died in Howard-street, South Shields, Alice Gi 
widow of William Gibson, town-crier, aged 101 years. 

March 5. — The foundation stone of a new Independent chapel 
was laid in King's-street, Morpeth, and on Sunday the 15th a dis- 
course was delivered by the Rev, Thomas Wood. A. 13,, on the 
principles of congregational dissent. Viscount Morpeth, M, P, 
and William Ord, esq., M. P., each presented £&., towards the 
erection, September 20tb, this chapel was opened for divine ser- 
vice. Sermons were preached by the Rev. Thomas Wood, and 
the llev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, and collections were -- 
made, amounting to up^vards of £30. -^ 

March 7. — The Leases Terrace and the Lea«s Crescent werofl 
commenced being built by Mr, Richard Grainger, -M 

Same day, Jane Jameson was executed on the towa-moor, ~' 
Newcastle, tor the murder of her mother, Margaret Jameson, ui 
inmate of the keelmen's hospital, by stabbing her into the heart 
with a red-hot poker. After her condemnation on the 5th, she WM 
frequently visited in her cell by the Rev. Robert Green, chaplsJn 
of the prison, who gave her all the religious consolation in hia 
power. When exhorted by the chaplain to unburden her mind and 
confess the justice of the sentence under which she was about to 
suffer, she replied, " I might as well say that 1 hod done it, as that 
I had not done it, for I was so drunk that 1 knew nothing at all 
about it." She said that she was resigned to her fate, but lament- 
ed the being hanged like a dog. At seven o'clock on the Saturday 
morning she was visited by the Rev. R. Green, who continued in 
prayer with her for some time. The sacrament was administered 
at eight o'clock, when, besides the chaplain, there were present the 
Rev. W. A. Shute, and the Rev, F. A. West, W'eslcyan raioister. A 
quarter before nine she was pinioned, and in a few minutes the 
cart arrived at the gaol which was to convey her to the place of 
execution. Mr. Turner, the turnkey, got into it with her in order 
to support her, but she sat amazingly firm all the way. About 
nine o'clock the procession moved at a very slow pace, in the fol- 
lowing order:— The town Serjeants on horseback in black, with 
cocked hats and swords i the town marshal also on horseback in his 
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usual official drett; the cart with the pnsoner gitting above her 
coffin, guarded on' each side by eight friee porters with javelins, and 
ten constables with their staves ; then came a moumine coach con- 
taining the Rev. R. Green, Mr. Adamson, under sheriff, Mr. Sop- 
with, gaoler, and Mr. Scott, clerk of St. Andrews. The unhappy 
woman kept her eyes shut all the way, as she had been desired, 
that her thoughts might not be disturbed by the sight of the crowd. 
Having arrived at the gallows, which was erected on the town- 
moor, a little N. W. of the barracks, at a few minutes before ten 
o'clock, the Rev. R. Green prayed with her, and a psalm was 
tung ; the Rev. Gentleman recommended her to continue in prayer 
tin the last moment, which she appeared to do, then shook hands 
with her, and bidding her farewell, said, << May Almighty God 
have mercy on your soul.'* She was uncommonly firm, and when 
the cap was placed over her &ce, she got on a stool upon the plat- 
form in the cart, and when the cord was adjusted about her neck, 
•he said in a steady tone of voice, '' I am ready," then stocking as 
if to meet her fate, she was launched into eternity almost without 
a struggle. She was suspended at exactly ten o'clock, and was cut 
down at five minutes before eleven. The body was then conveyed 
to the Suraeons'-hall, where, in the piazza or ground floor of that 
building, Uie body was exhibited (not dissected, but with the 
dothes on as cut down^ to the public until near six o'clock in the 
evening. Anatomical lectures were delivered upon the body for 
several days by Mr. John Fife, surgeon. It was given in evidencee 
oo the trial, that her mother had charged her with destroying her 
two illegitimate children, and it was currently reported, that in ohe 
of her mad drunken fits she had attempted to cut the throat of her 
fitther. She hawked fish and other commodities, and was a most 
disgusting and abandoned female of most masculine appearance, 
generally in a state of half nudity. She perhaps never was so de- 
oendy ctressed as when upon her trial, having on at that time a 
black gown, black hat, and green shawl. A sketch was taken of 
her when standing at the bar, and afterwards done in lithography, 
which may be had of John Sykes. Public curiosity was excited to 
aa uncommon degree, as there had not been a female hanged in 
Newcastle for 71 years. See vol. t. pa^e 222, There were not less, 
it was supposed, than 20,000 spectators at the execution of Jame- 
son, more than one-half of whom were females, besides every win- 
dow in the line of the procession was crowded with spectators. In 
the dense crowd near the gallows, several pockets were picked 
during the awful ceremony. As the expenses attending the execu- 
tion of this unfortunate female may be considered a curosity, I 
have here subjoined them from <* A statement of the corporation 
and steward's accounts for one year, commencing Micnaelmas 
1828, ending Michaelmas 1829." 

<< Expen»e$ tUtending the Execution of J. JamemmT 

** To wven setjesnts, A«. c«^, I 16 

To iwfnty eomUblct^ 8«i (M. esch, 3 10 
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£. I. i. 

TniizUenfree [loiten, {». each „ _..... 4(0 

To lolling St. Andrew's great bell, ..„ ^™.,.-. 9 6 

To f xeculioner, „ „ 3 3 

To halter and cord, 3 D 

To cart and driver, IS 

To mourning cinch, IS 6 

To nine harass tur offlccTB, Si, each, .»,.,, 8 5 

To lummoninK twentjr conttaUei, 6(i. each 10 

Toalbwance tor free purten, K^jeantSiCOiMtable^ Ac. 2 13 

To a pcraon attending the primner to the place of execudoii, 6 

To joiner.' bill, fl 6 S 

To allowance to joiners,'' .-. S 9 

£28 13 3 
Here is around sum for executing this poor creature. The "joiaera' 
bill," it must be understood, wta for erecting the temporary gdloirg, 
making the coffin, &c. Sec, 

I8S9 f March lOJ. — Mr, Peel having announced his intention of 
brining before parliament a bill to remove certain civil disabilities 
from his majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, making them eligible 
to every office tn the state, excepting tliose of lord chancellor, lord 
keeper of the seal, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, two very inve- 
terate parties arose in Newcastle, which were strongly opposed to 
each other, insomuch that the town for some weeks was inundated 
with party papers. At length the liberals, as those in favour of the 
Catholics styled themselves, sent a requisition to the mayor, to call 
a public meeting " to consider the expediency of petitioning par- 
liament for a removal of the civil disabilities which affect his ma- 
jesty's Roman Catholic subjects." This his worship agreed to, and 
appointed the above day in the Guild-hall. The anti-catholic 
party apprehending that their opponents would pre-occupy this 
place, and that they would be outvoted, addressed a requisition to 
the mayor, to change the place of meeting " to the Spital, Forth, 
or any other place which will give an opportunity for a fair and de- 
cisive expression of public opinion." In accordance with this, a 
public meeting was held in the Spital-field on the above day. The 
mayor, in order to allow sufficient space tor all who might be de- 
sirous of attending and expressing their sentiments, appointed this 
spacious area whict) will hold above 20,000 persons, for the discus- 
sion of the question. Very extensive hustings were erected on the 
north side of the green, and at one o'clock (the time appointed) 
the right worshipful Robert Bell, esq., mayor, took the chair. The 
friends of the Catholic cbims took the right, with a board affixed 
to the adjoining building, iuscribed " The Hustings of the Liberal 
Protestants," while those anxious to " prevent a breach into the 
eonetitution of 1688," occupied the opposite side. Both parties 
mustered strong; the " Liberals" marched from the Turk's Head 
inn to the hustings in a body, headed by James Losh, esq.. Dr. 
Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq , of Whitfield. On tlie mayor taking 
the chair, he was welcomed with hearty cheers from both parlies, 
and he rose and addressed the meeting. His wor^ip said be 
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withed to occupy the time of his auditors for a short period» in 
order to exonerate himself from the charge of partiality, which he 
understood had been brought against him, for refusing, on the ap- 
plication of the vicar oi Newcastle, to convene a meeting in the 
Guildhall for the purfXMe of opposing the Catholic claims, and to 
0|qpose the measures intendea to be introduced to parliament by 
his majesty's ministers. It was his wish that the clergy should not 
interfere in a question wherein he thought his majesty's ministers 
were quite capable of acting f(v us ; but he soon heard that they 
had nevertheless got up a petition against the Catholic claims, and 
thus rendered it necessary to make an effort on the contrary side. 
A second request had conseouendy been made by that party to 
him, and in compliance with tneir requisition, he tiad convened a 
flieeting in the Guildhall for that purpose, when another requisi- 
tioD had been presented by the former party, requesting a more 
ample space, and in order that all so inclmed might deliver their 
sentiments, he had changed the place to where they were at pre* 
acBt assembled, but still he thought interference unnecessary, as he 
was confident that ministers were best enabled to take care of the 
measures they had introduced under the sanction of the highest 
authori^. Ine principal speakers in favour of the Catholics were, 
James Losh, esq., Dr. Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq. — against 
oranting concessions to the Catholics, William Chapman, esq., Mr. 
Joseph Clark, the Rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister, Mr. J. F. 
Giant, and Mr. J. R. Featherstone. With the exception of some 
little squabbling among the speakers, the greatest order prevailed, 
indeed the mayor took every means to avoid mischief, having 
ordered, by a handbill, that no banners should be exhibited. Mr« 
mayor havmg desired a shew of hands for and against the petition 
be said, ** gentiemen, the petition in favour of the Catholics is re« 
jected." £nmense cheering followed the decision. Dr. Headlam 
aiipearing not satisfied with the result, demanded that the parties 
VMiuld separate into two bodies, which was instantly done, and the 
great majority of the opponents of the petition was evident be* 
yond doubt. Mr. Mayor then said, << I cannot dismiss this meet- 
mff without declaring my satisfaction at your peaceable conduct 
this dinr." His worship then lefl the hustings. 

1829 (March ll^.*-The vestry petitions against concession to 
the Roman Catholics were transmitted from Newcastle to London 
fiir presentation to parliament. The total number of signatures 
was 7,724, viz. :~In the parish of St. Nicholas, 1,095 ; AllSaint's, 
S»445 ; St. Andrew's, 1,694; St. John's, 1,490. 

March 14. — In the night, a fire took place in St. John's church, 
Gateshead Fell, in consequence of some wood-work being placed 
too near the stove flues for heating the church. Fortunately it was 
discovered so early, that by prompt assistance and great exertions 
it was got under with the cfestruction of one pew. 

March 19. — Died, at Brandling-place, near Newcastie, Mr. 
Booiamin Thompson, aged 51 years. Mr. Thompson was a native 
of Jesmoad, near Newcastloy and at an early age was bound an 
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apprentice to Mr. Thompson, bread-baker, (no relation) in the 
Close, Newcastle. On the death of his master, he commenced 
business in the same shop, and made a peculiar sort of household 
bread, which had an unprecedented sale, being used by many gen- 
teel families whom he furnisheil with it daily himselfi carrying a 
heavy load of it in a basket upon his shoulders.* Although Mr. 
Thompson was particularly industrious and attentive to businew, 
yet he devoted much of his time to the merits of paintings, and had 
visited nearly all the private collections in Newcastle and its neigh* 
bourhood. His judgment was frequently consulted by gentlemen 
in the purchase of paintings, prints, &c. It was not a little Bingular, 
that when called upon by visitors, he was often to be found toiling 
at his daily labour in the bakehouse, or, without his coat in the 
front shop, in the midst of his smoking bread, which had just been 
drawn from the oven. Without pride or ostentation, his manners 
and costume were of the plainest kind. By attention to busineu 
he had acquired a handsome sum, the bulk of which he expended 
in the purcliase of paintings, prints, books, china, swords, coins, and 
in short every thing queer. Mr. Thompson was in the habit at 
calling at my shop, and his usual question was, "have you any 
thing queer 9" He was particularly attached to local books and 
prints, so much so, that he was a patron to almost every thing 
which issued from the press or the burin. He also went regularly 
round to the old furniture brokers, and picked up many queer things 
in that way. For many years before his death he had made it a 
rule at the breaking up of a house which had belonged to any ftt' 
mily of cooiequcnce, to purchase (either himself or by proxy) 
something as a memorial. Mr. Thompson was very charitable, and 
hsiAiev QvaX pensioners X.a whom he gave bread, &c., weekly ; indeed 
his philanthropy was such, that to him the wretched never ap- 
pealed in vain. Mr. Thompson was never married, consequently 
his furniture and everv thing which he had collected, were sold by 
auction, and tlie produce divided according to the tenor of hu 
will. 

1B29 (March lO^.— A numerous and respectable meeting of the 
parishioners ofTynemouth, took place to consider of an order that 
had been received from the board of ordnance, forbidding any in- 
terments in future in the castle yard. The vicar was in the chair. 
ThomasWright, esg., of Whitley-park, and other gentlemen, shewed 
that tiiey had received grants from the governors of Tynemouth 
castle, for the burial of their families there. J. Tinloy, esq., 
pointed out the impolicy of going to law on this occasion, and it wu 

• Mr. Joseph Bell, pabter, at whose shop window Mr- ThompsoD fm. 
quentlv Btoppcil, painted (unknown to Mr. T.) a portrait of him with tba 
basket 'upon bia shoulder. This. all?r the death of Mr. Belt, came into the 
possession of Mr. Thompson, [t iiquite a juvenile likeness. I have rauaed 
to be engraved for pubhiration a porLrait, from an original painting, done fiir 
Mr. T. ■ few years before his death, and which is an «Ki¥llenl TtkenesS'—- 
Mr. T. allowed me to have a copi of this painting token ; it is of th» same 
vxe, and in water colouci. The engraving has a &c-siinile of bi< hand-writing. 
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ultimately agreed ta petition the board of ordnance to take off their 
prahibitioD, and if that application should be unBuccessful, it was 
resolved to petition the king. June 18th, another meeting was 
held in the vestry-room, and adjourned to the body of the church, 
the Rev. John Housby in the chair, to consider the propriety of 
accepting or refusing an offer made by the board of ordnance, of a 
portion of ground id lieu of the old parochial burial place, within the 
walls of Tynemouth priory. The meeting, after being addressed by 
several gentlemen, resolved, with only five dissentient voices, to 
refuse that offer, and unanimously agreed to present a memorial to 
his majesty, for a restoration of those rights of which they cori- 
sidered they had been unjustly and unnecessarily deprived by the 
board of ordnance. October 15th, a tliird meeting was held in the 
vestry room of Tynemouth church, at which a letter from the se< 
cretacT of state addressed to the vicar, was read in reply to a me- 
moriaf to the king, respecting the right of the parishioners to bury 
within the walls of Tynemouth castle, in which it was stated, that 
in consequence of the board of ordnance not recognising the right, 
he declined advising the king to give any commands on the subject. 
Amongst the various anachronisms and blunders given on the 
grave stones in this cemetery, I cannot resist giving a copy verbs- 
tim of an epitaph from a stone a little S.E. of the east end of the 
magnificent rums of the ancient priory : — " 1780 The burial place 
of Archd. Rawling, of North Shields, master mariner — also lieth 
here, Elizabeth, his wife, who died Feb. llth, 1788. 

"Afflictiona sore Jong time 1 bore, 

■' Phisidings were in vnin, 

" God tlmught it fit tliat I sbould rest 

"And tree me from my pnin." 

It wilt easily be perceived, that " Fhisicings" instead of physician^ I 
is inserted in the above lines, which turn it into ridicule. - ■ 

1829 /-March 22;.— Died, William Stevenson, esq. of the Re- 
cord^office in the Treasury, a gentleman of considerable eminence 
in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Stevenson, who was born 
at Berwick, on the 26th of November, 1773, was the author of an 
elaborate and useful work, entitled an " Hiitorical SketeU of tie 
Progreis of Diicoverjf, Navigation, and Commerce." Having de- 
voted much of his time lo agricultural pursuits, he wrote the agri- 
cultural survey of Surrey. He was also the author of the article 
on chivalry, in Dr. Brewster's Encyclopedia, the life of Caxton, 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
and several papers published in various reviews. During the lat- 
ter part of his life, until the commencement of a severe indispoM- 
don, he was occupied, on the suggestion of Mr. Brougham (now 
Lord Brougham), and under the auspices of the above society, in 
preparing for the press a series of treatises, intended for the edifi- 
cation and improvement of the agricultural classes. Mr. Stevenson 
had for some time bboured under repeated attacks of illness. On 
the 20th of March, however, he was apparently so much recovered, 
that his friends entertained the hope of his speedy restoration i but 
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two days afterwards, when sitting at tea with his family, he sud- 
denly became unable to raise the cup to his mouth, sank back in 
his chair, and soon after expired. He was a man of profound re- 
search, of extensive knowledge, of scrupulous int^rity ; and he 
was universally respected. 

1829 ^ March 2^)* — The foundation stone of the new butchers', 
fish, poultry, fruit and vegetable market at Sunderland, was laid by 
the town-surveyor, Mr. Richard Dowell, in the presence of tlie 
commissioners and a great number of the inhabitants* Several 
coins of the reign of George IV. were deposited beneath the stone. 
The bells were rung on the occasion. See August 2UI, 1830. 

March 26. — Lanton-house, in Northumberland, was robbed and 
plundered of every article which could be conveniently carried 
away, and the mansion was afterwards set fire to, and entirely con- 
sumed. Alexander Davison, esq., of Swarlapd, the proprietor, 
offered one hundred pounds for the apprehension of the incen- 
diaries. 

March 27. — Died, in Providence-row, in the city of Durham, 
Mr. Robert Davidson, aged 103 years. 

March, — Mr. John Martin, a native of Northumberland, the 
celebrated painter to his majesty, was presented with a large and 
handsome gold medal, on tlte part of the king of France, in ac- 
knowledgment of a copy of Mr. Martin*s engravings, which his most 
christian majesty had been graciously pleased to accept. The 
medal has a bust of the king on the one side, and on the other (in 
French^ " Presented to Mr. John Martin, by the king of France." 
The value of the gold was estimated at twenty guineas. Mr. Mar- 
tin's engravings are held in very high estimation. The French 
artists have copied them the same size, but much inferior in exe- 
cution, these have been brought into England, but no gentleman 
of taste and judgment, will possess these pirated prints, as on a 
comparison they are literally worth nothing compared with the ori- 
ginals. Mr. M. is the brother of William and Jonathan men- 
tioned at pages 81 and 241. 

April 11. — The bells of the several churches in Newcastle and 
Gateshead, were rung in honour of the marriage of Lord Stor- 
mont to Miss Ellison, daughter of Cuthbert Ellison, esq., of Heb- 
bum. 

April 13. — The bells of Newcastle were rung to celebrate the 
birth of an heir to the house of Beaumont. The event was also 
similarly celebrated at Hexham, and other places. 

Same day, " An act for building a bridge over the river Tyne, at 
w near to a place called Scotswood, in the county of Northum- 
berland, and for making convenient roads, avenues, and approaches 
llK^rv'UK with branches thereout," received the royal assent. 

.Ori/ ^3.— The foundation stone of the asylum for the members 
«rrW Wv^ standard association, at North Shields, was laid by 
>j|»t tfVttt^'r* esq.« in the presence of a numerous assemblage of the 
s«. and their friends and patrons. 
:^f ^.«J>ted» at his seat at Frogmore, near Hampstead, in 
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consequence of a rupture of the septum of the heart, Thomas 
William Carr, esq., of Eshot, in Northumberland, F. R. S. He 
was bom about the year 1770, at Charlestown, South Carolina, of 
which place his mother was a native, and his father at that time 
collector of customs. He served his clerkship as an attorney to 
Mr. George Brown, an eminent solicitor in Newcastle, and was 
entered a student at Gray's Inn. Having practised for several 
years as a special pleader, he was called to the bar about the year 
1800, and in 1805, was made solicitor of excise. He inherited the 
estate of Eehot Heugh, pursuant to the will of an uncle. He mar- 
ried Frances, third daughter of Andrew Morton, esq., of St. An- 
thony's, near Newcastle, by whom he had three sons and four 
dauf^ters. His eldest son is solicitor of excise in Scotland ; the 
second is in holy orders ; and the third is a barrister, in London. 
His eldest daughter married Dr. Lushington. 

1829 f April 2SJ. — Sunderland and its neighbourhood were visit- 
ed by an awful storm of thunder and lightning, accompanied with 
a high wind. Part of the gable end of a house in the High-street, 
belonging to Mr. Michael Reed, was blown down with a tremen* 
dous crash, on the roof of a public house occupied by Mrs. Thomp • 
aon, which it stove in and did considerable damage. The sloop 
Bee, of Blyth, laden with limestone, from Sunderland to Blyth, 
was obligea to put back for Sunderland, (which place she led in 
the morning), having lost the whole of her canvass at sea, in a 
most tremendous gale of wind at N. E. and by £. On returning 
■he struck upon the bar, drove amongst the fnune-work, and soon 
after went to pieces. Great praise was due to Mr. Martin Douglas, 
coal-fitter, and others, for their exertions in saving the crew. The 
flchooner George and Henrys, of Sunderland, laden with lime, for 
Scotland, went to sea the same time as the Bee, and was obliged 
to put back. She made for the harbour, when there not being suf- 
ficient water for her, she struck upon the bar and sprung a leak ; 
the water then getting to the lime, she took fire, and afterwards 
drove up into the harbour mouth, where she sunk. 

May 4. — The foundation stone of the new gas works at South 
Shields, was laid. 

Maif 7. — The large silver medal was awarded by the Society of 
Arts, London, to Mr. John Reed, of No. 6, Charlotte-street, 
Bloomsbury-square, second son of Archibald Reed, esq., alderman, 
of Newcastle, for a drawing in chalk from a bust. 

Majf 11. — The races and sports at Killingworth, near Newcas- 
tle, were revived on this and the following day, after a lapse of 
thirty-five years. 

may 13. — About twelve o'clock at night, an explosion took place 
at Killingworth West Moor pit, which did considerable damage to 
the shaft. One boy was so severely burnt that he died in a day or 
two after. Had the misfortune happened two hours later, the loss 
of life would have been very considerable, as the men would then 
have been in the mine. 

May 14.«»Tlie royal assent was given to « An act fiM* lighting 
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watching, deansingy regulating, and improving the town of South 
Shields, in the countypalatine of Durham." 

1829 (May 22 J. — The steam-saw mill at Monkwearmouth-shore, 
the property of Messrs. Storey and Co., was almost entirely destroy- 
ed by mre. It was supposed to have been the work of incendiaries. 
Two of the workmen were taken up on suspicion. 

The same day ** An act for making and maintaining a railway or 
tramroad from the town of Newcastle imon Tjrne, in the county 
of Newcastle upon Tjrne, to the city of Carlisle, in the counQr A 
Cumberland, with a branch thereout," received the royal assent. 

Mc^ 26.*-Between two and three o'clock on the morning, an 
alarming and destructive fire broke out in a steam flour mill, situated 
at the foot of Pandon-bank, near the Stock-bridge, Newcastle, 
occupied by Mr. Joseph Hopper. So rapid was the profi;ress of the 
conflagration, that wiUiin an nour firom its discovery, the roof and 
part of the walls fell in, exhibiting the interior of the building in 
one common blaze. The machinery was either totally destroved* 
or rendered unfit for further use, and the quantity of corn, flour, 
&P., destroyed, was very sreat. As the wind was high, the fire 
threatened destruction to afi around, and one of the sheds of Messrs. 
Shadforth and Todd's extensive rafl-yard, which was immediately 
behind the mill, did partiallv suffer from the flames, but b^ the 
weU -directed operations of the several engines which had arrived« 
their progress in that quarter was arrested with but trifling damage. 
How the fire originated was whoUy unknown. The premises, 
which were the property of Messrs. Shadforth and Todd, were in- 
sured, but the stock, &c^ of Mr. Hopper, valued at near £1,000 
was only insured to the amount of about one-half. y 

May 26. — In the aflemoon an alarming fire occurred at the 
farm-house at High Warden, near Hexham, but happily it was got 
under before much damage was done to the house. A blacksmifii's 
shop (from which the fire originated) and a small cottage adjoining 
were totally consumed. Great praise was due to the firemen of 
Hexham, who hastened with the engine in time to stop the ra- 
vages of the flames. 

May 26. — The name of the street in Newcastle, called " the 
Flesh Market," and, afler the building of the << New Butchers' 
Market," ^' the Old Flesh Market," was changed by the corpora- 
tion to that of «< the Cloth Market." 

May SO. — The steam packet, the Tourist, which arrived in the 
river Tyne, for the first time, left Newcastle Quay in the aflemoon 
fSr London. 

May. — This month, on pulling down an old house on the Quay- 
side, Newcastle, a fine gothic window was discovered in the east 
side of what was supposed to be the chapel of St. John of Jerusalem. 
This building, which is of stone, with buttresses on the west side 
in Grindon Chare, is used as a corn lofl ; the crypt is used as a 
cellar. Human bones have been dug up about it. There was an- 
ciently in the town's hutch a writing, indorsed << The agreemeni 
made betwixt the Prior of St. John^ and the toume of Newcaetie, 
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toitcktng a water gale." There is now no longer any doubt that this 
was the chapel of that order, and that the gate alluded to was a 
contiguous gate in the town's wall, which extended along the 
Quay. There was also a chapel below the Ouseburn, in the parish 
of All Sainta, dedicated to St. Lawrence, and founded by one of 
the Percys, which is said to have been dependent on the priory of 
St. John of Jerusalem. This chapel and its poBsessions were 
granted in 1594 to the corporation of Newcastle. The renutins of 
Sc Lawrence's chapel form part of the glass'house belonging to 
l^lessrs. Robert Todd and Co. 

1839 (May S\J. — A very melancholy occurrence took place at 
ScremerBton, near Berwick. Mr. George Carr, of Berwick, and Mr. 
William Carr, of Ford, with their sisters. Miss Eliza and Mies Mary 
Carr, having been on a visit to their brother' in-law. Major Johnson, 
of Screnierston, accompanied by MissJaneDonkin (youngest daugh- 
ter of the late Joshua Donkin, esq,, of North Shields), being about 
to return to Berwick from Scremerston, situated close to the seat 
about three miles south from Berwick, procured a stout boat with 
two able men, one of whom was well accustomed to the sea. The 
tide being low, they had some difficulty in getting out of the creek, 
and when they had just cleared the outermost rock, a more than 
usually heavy wave upset the boat. One of the boatmen, who was 
« good swimmer, twice gained the rock with Miss Carr, but they 
were both times washed olf and she was drowned. Miss Donkin 
disappeared at the moment of the accident, but Miss Mary Carr 
and her two brothers, and the two boatmen ultimately succeeded 
in gaining a firm footing on a low ledge of the rock, which in some 
degree protected them from the force of the sea, although every 
wave dashed over them. Though within 150 yards of safety, toe j 
deep water being filled with tangle or see weed, 13 or 14 feet lonr 
prevented any of the people who were soon assembled from Spital, 
and tlie neighbourhood, from venturing to swim to the rock wil^ J 
any prospect of doing good. The boatman, however, with great I 
diliiculty, swam to an adjoining rock for tlie purpose of taking off ■ J 
rope, in which he succeeded, but it was found much too short to 
be of use. In another attempt he was with much ditlicuity saved 
iirom drowning. A man on horseback was instantly dispatched to 
Spital, and two boats were immediately shoved off, and one of 
them succeeded in rescuing Miss Mary Carr, her two brothers, and 
the remaining boatman from a watery grave, after having been ex- 
posed to the violence of every wave for nearly an hour. Medical 
assistance being at hand, every attention was paid to the survivors, 
who all recovered, although much doubt was for some lime entertain- 
ed as to the recovery of the young lady. Tlie body of Miss Donkin 
was found the same evening floating at sea, but the body of Miss 
Eliza Carr was not found until June 4th, when it was discovered 
amongst the tangle or sea weed near the place where the accident hap- 
pened. Miss Donkin was about 20 years of age, and Miss Carr 25 
years of age. To add to the anguish of the momeDt, Mr. and Mrs. 
JohoBon were spectators of the heart-reading scene from the beach. 
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l8St9{JumelJ. — The royal awcs n t wa s given to <* An act for 
bltdiing a foiry across the river l^rne, between Noitfa Shiddsy in tlw 
oouDtjr of Northtimberlandt and South Shields, in the ooimtj of 
Durfaaniy and for opening and making proper roads, avenues, wayi^ 
and pass^es to communicate thereinth, The roads and gang^ 
wajs being completed, the feny was opened bv two large ateaai 
boauin Jiuj 1830. Previous to this time, many lives had been lost 
in consequence of the upsetting of the small sculler boats. A saa- 
pension bridge across the river "^ne between North Shieldsand Sooth 
Shields had been projected. See February t^ 1825, page 18SL 

The same day the royal assent was given to ^ An act for build- 
ing a bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpeth, in 
the county of Northumberland." 

June 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mr. Joseph Dawson, i^ed 101 
years. He went about till within a short period of his death. 

Jwu 9^— The foundation stone of an mtended bridge over tlie 
river Tees, at Whorlton, was laid by Miss Headlam, daughter of 
the venerable archdeacon of Richmondshire, immediate^ aftsr 
which a speech was made by that gentleman, who was loudly 
cheered by a vast concourse of people who had assembled iVoai sB 
parts of the adjacent country. The ladies after this retired and 
partook of a cold collation ; and the gentlemen were entertained by 
the Rev. J. Potts, and an excellent dinner and tea was provided 
for the parishioners by Mrs. Harrison, of Stubb House. The Bow 
nardcastle subscription band attended on the occasion. This 
building was entirely carried away by a flood on the 13th of Octo- 
ber. 1829, which see. 

The same day a small neat Methodist chapel was opened at 
AyclifTe, near Darlington, sermons were preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. Thomas rennock, of Durham, and by the Rev. William 
Towers, of Darlington, after which collections were made in aid of 
the funds of the chapel. 

June 14 — About twelve o'clock, three boys who had bathed 
opposite the last breakwater, next to Tynemouth, on the Low 
Light shore. North Shields, and had just got on their clothes again, 
heard a crackling noise above their heads. Two of them went to 
one side, the third unfortunately ran forward into the sea, but was 
overtaken by a large mass of clay which fell from the top of the 
bank and buried him under it. Two hours elapsed before he was dug 
<Hit» when he was quite dead and his body dreadfully mangled. He 
¥«« 14 years of age, and the son of Mr. Henry Dawson, mate of 
lh^ dthip Doncaster. A man who was swimming in front of the 
^4 haa a narrow escape, as part of the mass of clay fell within 
ibMfy^ or four yards of him. 

^^M# 16. — A youne man named William Taylor, apprentice to 
\j^« ^K)^u Forsyth, of Durham, slater, having been sent to assist in 
t*MJl<s^ ^vrtain repairs in the roof of the Cathedral, fell from a 
^^i^ s'^' rn toot upon the flags, in the Chapel of the Nine Altars, 
^ >«iV^WH\d to relate, received only trifling injury. 

,(m^ V(%'-4)uring a thunder storm that passed over Newcastle, 
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a new unoccupied house at the Westgate, belonging to Mr. Bur- 
nup, was struck by the lightning, and a part of the roof fronting 
the turnpike, and one of the chimneys were thrown down. The 
whole of the floors in the house were also injured, and other dam« 
age done. Such was the force of the electric fluid that the slates 
were carried completely into the air ; happily no person was in- 
jured* 

1829 (June \%)* — Died, at Easington-lane, in the county of Dur« 
ham, Rosetta Coats, aged 101 years. 

JwM 25. — A new Catholic chapel in Berwick was opened. The 
Rev. Mr. Birdsall, pastor of the congregation, assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Gillow, of North Shields, performed the service ; the latter 
gentleman delivered an address of considerable length, explanatory 
of the faith of the church. The musical part of the service was 
most efficiently sustained by several professional vocalists from New- 
castle. Mrs. Hammond presiding at the organ. The public were 
admitted by tickets, bs. each. 

Jwnt 25^ — Sunderland was visited by a very heavy thunder 
storm, the peals were tremendously loud, and the lightning remark- 
ably frequent and vivid. The same storm visited Chester-Te-Street» 
where a hay stack, the property of the owners of Chester brewery, 
was struck by the electric fluid, which entered at the roof and 
passed through the stack to the ground, setting it on fire. The 
names were speedily extinguished, when it was found that a hole 
about three inches in diameter, extended from the top to the bottom 
of the stack. A man who had just crossed the river Wear, near 
Cocken, was knocked down by the lightning the same day, but he 
fortunately received no material injury. At Hurworth-upon-TeeSy 
the electric fluid descended upon the house occupied by Mr. 
Charles Gascoigne, grocer, splitting the shop door, and knocking 
down his infant child who was near the same. The servant, who, 
at the time, was engaged up stairs in making a bed, was thrown on 
the floor, taken up insensible, and completely blackened by the 
action of the lightning. Medical aid was promptly obtained, and, 
after two hours of unwearied perseverance on the part of Mr. 
Walker, surgeon, of Hurworth, she was restored to life^ Three 
houses at Lay Gate, near South Shields, were also struck by the 
lightning ; one oi them inhabited by Mr. Gledstone, sustained con- 
siderable damage, and Mrs. G. was thrown down and much burnt* 
from the effects of which she continued some time dangerously ill. 

JwM 25. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in the 
Dorothea Pit, Newbottle colliery, the property of Lord Durham^ 
whereby Robert Gardener lost his life. Only another man was in 
the mine at the time the accident happened, who escaped with 
very little injury. Afler the first alarm had subsided, Mr. John 
Harrison, the head resident viewer for the coUierv^ accompanied 
by five or six assistants, descended the shaft in order to search for 
Gardener ; but when they had proceeded some distance into the 
workings, another explosion occurred. Mr. H. had his head cut in 
several places, and his hands were rather severely burnt, but the 
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rest of the men were very little injured. No particular accoimt 
can be given of the cause which led to this unfortunate accidenfy 
as the party with whom it originated paid the forfeit of his life. 
Grardener's bodv, it was thought probable, might never be founds 
as during the first twenty-four hours explosions took place eveij 
one or two hours, which convinced the most scientific coUieij 
viewers in the neighbourhood that the mine was on fire» and ia 
consequence the pit was closed up so as to exclude the air. It 
was also found necessary to cease working another pit called the 
Margaret, which communicated with the Dorothea. 

1829 (June 29^. — llie foundation stone of a bridge of one ardiy 
over that dangerous ford in the river Derwent, between Greenhead 
and Edmond-byers, was laid by Nicholas Burnett, esq., of Black 
Hedley, to whom the residents m the more immediate neighbour- 
hood, as well as the public generally, were much indebted fer 
accomplishing by his praiseworthy exertions so desirable an im- 
provement 

Same day, a little before twelve o'clock at night, flames were 
observed to issue from the workshop of Mr. Swanson, glass-cutter^ 
Hillgate, Gateshead. By strenuous exertions, and a fortunate 
access to water, the fire was speedily eot under, otherwise the con- 
sequences might have been truly awful, as the premises were imme* 
diately adjoining the oil mill of Messrs. John Raine and Company, 
some machinery belonging to which passed through the wall into 
the place where the fire originated, and produced the motion by 
which the glass-cutters worked their lathes. The fire was sup- 
posed to be the work of incendiaries, as no fire had been used by 
Mr. Swanson for upwards of two months before, and all was sare 
when he left that evening. The loss of glass, &c., was very con- 
siderable. 

June, — In the course of some operations carrying on in the 
grounds at Tyncmouth castle, some curious remains of antiquity 
were found. In digging a tank near the old guard-house, between 
the governor's house and the store-house, a brown group of grotesque 
figures were found of very great antiquity. And in making a drain 
under the foot-path, on the south side of the abbey yard, and near 
to the wall, a number of paving bricks and some coins were found. 
The bricks were of different colours, as brown, yellow, Ac, and 
mostly of a square form, though some were that of a rectangular tri- 
angle. One of the coins was a modern one of Charles I., in copper. 

July 2. — At a meeting of the mayor, aldermen, and common 
council of Newcastle, it was resolved unanimously to subscribe 
twenty pounds towards the Eldon Testimonial (that being the 
highest sum allowed by the advertisement) " to manifest the deep 
and grateful sense they entertain of the eminent services of John, 
earl of Eldon, throughout a long and laborious public life." A 
committee of noblemen and gentlemen had been nominated to 
conduct a subscription for the purpose of presenting to Lord Eldon 
a lasting testimonial for his eminent services during his long and 
laborious public life. It was understood to be the wish of his lord- 
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thip that the money subscribed for the Eldon Testimonial should 
be applied to the establishment of six scholarships in University 
College, Oxford, to be called << The Eldon Scholarships." The 
subscriptions amounted to several thousand pounds. The corpora- 
tion of Bristol voted the freedom of that city to the earl of Eldon, 
** as a token of respect and admiration of his truly staunch and 
lo3ral opposition to tne melMures of ministers to subvert and break 
in upon the constitutional settlement of 1688.'* 

1829 (Jvihf 1), — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Thomas 
Thompson, aged 102 years. 

Ju^f 23. — As the brewer of Mr. William Robson, Bee Hive, 
Head of the Side, opposite the west end of St Nicholas' church, 
Newcastle, was standing at the door of the brew-house, the ground 
fuddenly gave way beneath him, and but for the timely interference 
of hia assistant, he would have been precipitated into a well 32 feet 
in depth, of the previous existence of which no person had the 
least knowledge. 

July 24.*-The neighbourhood of Haydon-bridge was visited by 
a tremendous storm. The lightning was awfully vivid, and con- 
tinued without intermission from three o'clock in the afternoon till 
near eight o'clock. The rain descended in torrents for upwards of 
three hours. Langley-bum rose to a fearful height. The new 
bridges at Langley castle and Gee's Wood, (near Haydon-bridge) 
over which the new Alston road passed were entirely swept away, 
with the new wall or quay erected at a great expense, for widening 
the road in the Esp Hill Cleugh. The bridge at the east end of 
Haydon-bridge was covered with water to a great depth, the bat- 
tlements were thrown down, and the turnpike road on the west side 
much damaged. The Post-office and several cottages near it were 
completely mundated, and the poor inhabitants sustained a severe 
lots. The lightning struck the wooden ventilator on the top of the 
highest chimney of Langley-smelt mills, and tore off several of the 
planks. At Hexham the storm continued from about five o'clock 
until a late hour at night. The rain fell in torrents, and the light- 
ning and thunder were awful and terrific. Much injury was done by 
the rivulet called Cockshaw-burn, swelling to a tremendous height, 
and completely inundating the houses within its vicinity, carry- 
ing away a bridge and doing much other damage. The same night 
the rain fell in torrents at Newcastle, accompanied with lightning, 
and the next morning the river Tjme presented an awful appear- 
ance ; quantities of hay and wood were brought down by the nresh, 
and so powerful was the current, that all the steam boats thea 
lying on the south side of the Tjme, and several ships broke from 
their moorings, and were with difficulty secured again. The storm 
was very general throughout the county of Northumberland. 

Jtdy 26. — His royal highness the duke de Chartres and suite 
arrived at Newcastle on the evening of this day (Sunday) fVom 
Edinburgh. His royal highness was abroad as early as seven o'clock 
the next morning, taking a survey of the town. Isaac Cookson* 
juB., esq., the mnch vice-consul, waited upon the duke, and 
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accompanied him to the Guildhall, the Mansion-housey and other 
public places » afler which his royal highness took his departim 
for Sunderland, whither he was accompanied by Mr. Cookson, 
having previously descended one of the coal pits in the neighbour- 
hood, the interior of which he examined with much attention. The 
steam engine being one of 220 horses' power, particularly arreiled 
the attention of his royal highness. At Sunderland he examined 
the bridge, pier, &c. 

1 829 (July 30; The gates leading from the street of Tynemonth, 

to the Prior's Haven, were for some days closed against the pub- 
lic, and guarded by centinels, who refused a passage to all who 
were not going to bathe in Mrs. Spurrier's baths. This excluaioii» 
took place in consequence of the owners of the common bathing 
machines and boats having declined to pay the acknowledgment^ 
or rent, demanded by the Board of Ordnance. The passage was 
re-opened on their agreeing to the terms demanded, which were 
ten shillings and sixpence each. 

July 31. — Died, at Abingdon, Sir John HuUock, knt., one of 
the barons of the Exchequer. This distinguished la^er WM 
born in the year 1764>, at Bamardcastle, in the county of DurhanL 
In early life Mr. Hullock entered of Gray's Inn, and was in due 
time called to the bar, at which he practised upwards of twen^ 
years, with the reputation of being one of the soundest lawyers in 
Westminster Hall. He does not appear to have had much practice^ 
until afler the publication of his work on the Law of Costs ; this 
brought him into notice, and he rose by degrees to fill the second 
place amongst tlie counsel on the northern circuit. In the year 1816 
Mr. Hullock was promoted to the rank of sergeant at law. On the 
resignation of Mr. Baron Wood in the year 1823, Mr. Sergeant 
Hullock was promoted to the ofBce of one of the barons of the 
Court of Exchequer. As a judge, for integrity, sagacity, and 
knowledge combined, he has not left his superior. Mr. Baron Hul- 
lock had arrived at Abingdon, as one of the judges of assize of the 
Oxford circuit, on Saturday 25th of July. On the following day 
he attended divine service at St. Helen's church in that town, in 
apparently good health ; but in the course of that night he expe- 
rienced a violent attack of cholera morbus. Dr.Tomkins, a physi- 
cian, was immediately called in, who perceiving the serious nature 
of the attack, suggested that a physician of Oxford should be sent 
for. Dr. Ogle returned with the messenger, and, in consultation 
with Dr. Torokins, suggested such remedies as, from their effects, 
gave them reason to hope that his lordship would be able partly to 
resume his official duties. The complaint, however, returned with 
increased violence during the night of Wednesday, in consequence 
of which. Dr. Ogle was again summoned to Abingdon, and Dr. 
Turner, of London, the baron's family physician, was also sent for 
and arrived with unusual dispatch. During the whole of Thursday 
the greatest apprehensions were entertained for his lordship's life, 
and he lingered till the following evening, when he expired. On 
the 21st of August his lordship's remams reached Barnardcastlei 
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1 the family vaulL A numerous concoureo 
the procession, who all seemed deeply sen- 
sible of tlie loss that had been sustained by his death. The poor 
of his native town, where he generally resided during Ihe sunimer 
months, have great cause to remember him, for to them he was a 
liberal benefactor. A number of aged women, uho had subsisted 
chiefly by his charity, voluntarily fallowed his empty carriage, 
while it was proceeding to his house, after the funeral, weeping 
xnd deploring in the most affecting manner, the death oi their 
benefactor. An excellent funeral sermon was preached in the 
church on the Sunday following by the Rev. John Davison, from 2d 
Samuel, chup. iii. ver. 38, " Know ye not that there is a prince and 
a great man fallen this day in Israel," Mr. Hullock was recorder 
of Berwick, which he resigned, and was succeeded in the year 
1810 by Christopher Cookson, esc)., who is also recorder of Mew- 
castle. See Septemb&r ^9th , 1829. Mr. Hullock published " Tita 
Law of Costs" 8ro. 1792 ; also " The Law of Costs in Ciril Ac- 
tion* and pToceedings," 8ro. 1796 ; and another edition in 2 vols. 
1810. His lordtihip had been many years married. His lad^ sur- 
vived him. 

1829 (Aug 2). — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by 
Mrs. Margaret Bulmer, pawn-broker, Bank Top, South Shields. 
The flames had reached the roof of the house before they were 
discovered, and burnt with alarming fury, but the apeedv arrival of 
the North and South Shields Are engines, and a gooil supply of 
water kept the fire from extending to the adjoining premises. The 
whole of the upper purls of the house which were filled with feather 
beds and other pledged articles were entirely consumed. The stock 
and furniture were insured for £1,400, but the premises were not 
insured. Many things saved from the flames were purloined by 
the evil disposed, who too frequently assemble for the purpose of 
plunder on these occasions. 

August 9 The church at Belford, after having undergone con- 
siderable enlargement, wns re-opened for divine service, and an 
eloquent and impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. W. N. 
Darnell, prebendary of Durham, and rector of Norham, from 2d 
Chronicles, xxisth chap. 31st verse, and a collection made for the 
benefit of the Sunday school of the parish. 

Auguit 10. — The foundation stone of a bridge over the river 
Wansbeck, at High Ford, near Mitford, was laid by B. Milford, esq., 
lord of the manor, in the presence of a large concourse of specta- 
tors, with due form, amidst music, the firing of cannon and the 
ringing of bells. Mr. Moor, of High House, as representative of 
William Ord, esq., lord of the manor on the opposite side of the 
river, assisted in the ceremony. A dance on the banks of the river 
followed, and alterwards thirty> two gentlemen dined at the I'lough 
inn, at Mitford, Mr. Mitford in the chair. Some very appropriato 
speeches were delivered, and the afternoon was spent with great 
conviviality. 

AaguU 19. — A meeting was held in the lectUTB-room of the 




860 UISTOBICAL RXOISTXR OF [A. D. 182d. 

Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastley for the pur- 
pose of establishing a society to be called ** The Natural Hb- 
tory Society of Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle updn 
Tyne." The meeting was attended by Sir John Treveljraiiy bartap 
Walter Calverley Trevelyan, William Orde, Prideaux John Sdby^ 
William Burrell, Dixon Dixon, George Townsend Fox, and Jobi 
Adamson, esors. ; Rev. William Turner, Mr. Emerson Chamlejf 
Mr. Winch, Mr. William Hewitson, d'c, &c. The chair was tidcen by 
Dixon Dixon, esq., and Mr. Adamson announced that he had re- 
ceived a letter fh)m the venerable Archdeacon Singleton, stating thai 
his grace the duke of Northumberland would be very happy to jom 
the gentlemen of the country in so laudable a purpose. Mr* G. T« 
Fox made a similar announcement on the part of the lord bishop of 
Durham, and intimated his lordship's intention to have been pre- 
sent at the meeting, had he not been prevented by his attendance 
on his majesty's justices of assize. His lordship would g^ve direc* 
tions to his several agents to furnish specimens in their variods 
departments. The establishment of the society was then propoaed 
by Sir John Trevelyan, bart, and seconded by P. J. Selby, e^y 
It was resolved to solicit his grace the duke of ^Northumberland to 
become the patron of the society, and the lord bishop of Durham 
to accept the office of president. The society to have eight 
vice-presidents and a committee, and its meetings to take place on 
the third Tuesday of every month. William Orde., esq., propoaed 
the thanks of the meeting to Dixon Dixon, esq., for his conduct in 
the chair, and begged to express his great satisfaction at the estah 
blishment of the society, and his conviction of the beneficial effects 
which would result from it to the country. The thanks of the 
meeting were also given to John Adamson, esq., for his valuable 
exertions in the formation of the society. The first meeting of this 
society took place on the 15th of September, when an excellent 
introductory address was delivered by the Rev. William Turner* 

1829 (Aug, 20 J. — As the marquis and marchioness of London- 
derry were driving in a curricle two high-spirited horses down a 
hill close to Wynyard Park, the pole of the carriage broke, and the 
curricle fell, when the horses feeling the splinter-bars on their hind 
legs, began to kick out most furiously against the splash board d^ 
the carriage, which pressed on their hind quarters. The carriage 
was dragged some distance in this way. The marquis, by singular 
good fortune, guided and pulled the near horse into a ditch, when 
he fell on his side under the carriage, and broke his hind leg. The 
off-horse became so entangled, that he also fell while kicking out. 
Lady Londonderry sat upon the seat of the curricle during the 
frightful kicking of the horses, and when the near horse fell, she 
leapt out into the ditch. Her husband, seeing her ladyship safe, 
sprung out on the other side. The noble pair only suffered by 
several severe bruises. The fine horse was snot on the spot. 

August 22. — Mr. Justice Bayley and Mr. Justice Littledale, 
judges of assize lefl Newcastle for Carlisle on the morning of the 
I4)bv« diay (Saturday) and, in consequence, no assiee Sumlay was 
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obeerved at Newcastle, a circumstance which had not occurred 
there, it was believed, since the year 1745, when the ceremonj 
was first observed. 

1829 (Aug. 22;.— Mr. Andrew Henderson, of Newcastle, up- 
holsterer, was drowned whilst bathing on the sands between Tjne- 
tnouth and Cullcrcoats. Mr. UendersoD and family were residing at 
Tynemouth, and he had up to that morning bathed in the Havetk 
Be had not been long in the sea till, although a good switnraert it 
was apparent that he was overcome by a strong current, which seta 
out to sea at that place, and before aid could be procured, he was 
unfortunately drowned. His body was t^en to the baths, and every 
exertion made to restore animation, but without success. Mr. 
Henderson was about thirty-two years of age, and was much re^ 
■pected. He was interred at the Ballast Hills' burial ground at { 
Sewcastle. Many lives have been lost whilst bathing on these sand^ 
as the current which sets out is so very powerful, that it is almost 
impossible to stem it. This ought to he generally known. ** 

AuguU 27. — Died, in Carpenter Street, Soutli Shields, Ana 1 
Musgrave, spinster, aged 100 years. 

August 30. — A large whale was seen floating near the Fens * 
Islands, on the coast of Northumberland. Some boats sailed out | 
and towed it ashore. It measured in length 58 feet, and was sold 
for £45. When found it was quite dead. 

Aufftat 31. — At a meeting of the coal trade at Newcastle, it wai 
determined tore-establish thevends,or regulations for apportioning ' 
each colliery's sale on the rivers Tyne and Wear, and they con^ ' 
menced accordingly on tlie following morning. 

September 15i — There was launched from the building-yard of 
Messrs. Straker and Co., at South Shields, a very beautiful new 
■hip called the Isabella, of nearly 300 tons. There was n most no- i 
«neroU3 and respectable assemblage of persons from Newcande, J 
North Shields, and the neighbourhood, not only for the purpose of 1 
seeing the launch, but to witness the operation and power of Mr. T 
George Straker's newly-invented patent windlass, which not onto I 
equalled, but surpassed the most sanguine expectations that had J 
been formed of it. Its relative powers were tried by putting s 
men at the windlass to heave an anchor of 13 cwt. in the ordinaiy 1 
way, which they performed with some difficulty. It was thonV 
lowered down and hove up again with the improved wtndltus by I 
the power of one roan and a boy with comparative ease. Tn I 
anchor was again lowered down and an additional weight su^nf^T 
ed, which was equal to about 26 cwt., when eight men and boyi' 
were again put to the windlass in the ordinary way, whow« 
able to get a single square; two of the men were then put to tiie 
improved purchase, and immediately hove up the wei^t of two 
anchors without difficulty. The superiority of Mr. Straker's windlass 
was allowed tobeoneof the greatest improvements in that important 
part of naval architecture. 

Srpttmber 19. — A whale of the tinner species was found dead on 
the shore, about two miles nerlh of Berwidu U was nearly 36 
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feet in Jength, and 24> feet at its greatest circumference. It wti 

dinied by the corporation, and sold for £17. 2s. GdL Six como- 

rants were found in its stomach, and one in the throat which was 

giipposed to have choaked it. When viewed from the bank under 

which it lay, the resemblance to a boat, with the keel upwards, was 

so exact and striking, that the comparison was made by every one of 

its numerous visitors ; and Wilkie, the celebrated painter, who was 

one of diem, is said to have remarked, that a boiit4>uilder might 

fetd to himself a good lesson from this mighty monster of the deepi 

1829 (Sept, 29^. — Robert Hopper Wilhamson, esq., resigoM 
the recordership of Newcastle, which he had held with the highest 
honour fbr a period of thirty years. On the 5th of October, being 
the first Monday after the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel 
at the election of the mayor and other officers of the corporation of 
Newcastle, Christopher Uookson, esq., barrister at law, was dected 
recorder of that town. Mr. Cookson is also recorder of Berwidt, 
having been, in March, 1810, unanimously elected recorder of that 
town on the resignation of John Hullock, esq. See JulySlst^ 1829. 

October 10. — A petrified or fossil tree was found in the stone 
quarry at Wide-open, near Gosforth, about five miles from New- 
castle, at a depth of 42 feet from the surface, and 6 feet from the 
bed of the stone. It was 72 feet in length, and 4 feet 9 inches in 
girth at the lower extremity. Its horizontal exceeded its vertical 
diameter in the proportion of 17 to 10. Its position was nearijr 
horizontal, the knots, &c., retained their original appearance; it 
was partially hollow and crystalizcd ; its longitudin^ separations 
were precisely those of wood rent by powerful external pressure. 
The fossil stem of a tree was found at the depth of 48 fathoms 
above the coal in the workings of Killingworth colliery, near New- 
castle, in September, 1830. A representation of this tree is given 
in the first volume of the " Transactions of the Natural History 
Society of Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle." Another 
fossil tree was found in a quarry at Heworth, near Newcastle. 
Other fine specimens of similar fossil remains have been found 
in the quarries on the sea coast at Crcsswell, in Northumberland; 
one of which is preserved in the conservatory at Cresswell House. 
Its dimensions are, viz. : — 5 feet in height, girth at the top 4 feet 
10 inches, at the middle 5 feet 10^ inches, near the bottom 5 feet 
7 inches, and at the bottom 7 feet 6 inches. This was drawn and 
etched by Mr. Thomas Sopwith, of Newcastle, for the Rev. John 
Hodgson's History of Northumberland. 

October 13. — During the night, there was a strong gale accom- 
panied by heavy and long-continued rain. The river Tees was 
swollen to a height not exceeded within the memory of the oldest 
inhabitant of Barnardcastle. The river Tyne was alarmingly swoll- 
en on the following morning, overflowing all the low lancis in its 
vicinity, and penetrating the cellars on the Quay-side and the Close, 
in Newcastle, occasioning considerable loss of goods and liquors. 
A great many sheep and a few cattle were on the island called the 
King*8-meadows, in the river Tyne, at the commencement, on the 
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Tuesday evening, but were fortunately got off during the night and 
the next mornine. About four o'clock in the afternoon of Wed- 
nesday, a valuable horse belonging to Messrs. Robert and William 
Wheatley, cart-owners, Newcastle, was lost by falling over the 
Quay, opposite to the Custom-house, while attached to a cart. 
The tide at this time had extended considerably over the Quay, 
and to keep some iron (in progress of delivery) dry, the cart had 
been backed close to the vessel, which either from the force of the 
current, or the pressure of the cart,* (containing 22 bundles of hoop 
iron) sheered off from the Quay, and the cart and the horse were 
precipitated into the river between the Quay and the vessel, where 
the poor animal struggled about ten minutes, during which time 
every effort was made for his release, but without success. The 
whole of the scaffolding put up for the landing of stones to be used 
in erecting the south abutments of Scotswood bridge, over the 
Tyne, was carried away, and the timber dispersed over the adja- 
cent fields. Some pieces reached Swalwell, Dunston, &c., and 
even got as far inland as the turnpike road on that side of the 
water. The communicating gan^ay from the north pier to the 
piling scaffold, was also entirely driven down, and the scaffolding 
Itself so materially damaged and shifted from its level, that the 
whole was obliged to be taken down. The men employed in the 
erection of the bridge, had some very narrow escapes whilst en- 
gaged in picking up the floating rafters. The flood made a breach 
m every part of the line of road reaching from the south pier to 
Blaydon, being all embankment and not finished, which m that 
eariy state of the work was very considerable. Several sheep and 
one or two asses, were said to have floated down the Derwent, a 
small tributary stream running through Swalwell, but which on 
this occasion, rushed down with astonishing strength and rapidity. 
By this alarming visitation, Mr. Thomas Potts, a farmer, of New- 
bum, lost a bay mare and a fine young horse. He was attempting 
to ford the river with a cart, a short way from his own residence, 
but the rush of water increasing at the moment, the animals were 
carried off their feet, and Mr. Potts thrown into the stream ; his 
progress was fortunately stopped by the whirling of an eddy round 
a ^uay near his farm, from whence his barnman succeeded in res- 
cuing him, though in a very exhausted condition. Some cattle 
belonging to Mr. Ramsay, on Derwent-haugh, were in great dan- 
ger during the Wednesday — a danger that became no less immi- 
nent to the men employed to turn them off, before they could be 
brought to swim for that purpose. A keel that was taking the 
turn of the river, between Stella and Lemington, was driven with 
great force on the eastern bank; and most of the houses on 
both sides of the river, had their lower apartments flooded, and 
parts of their furniture either damaged or destroyed : a desk-bed 
was caught b^ a keelman named Curry, at Blaydon. An old 
woman was said to have been drowned near Wylam. There had 
not been so high a flood in the Tyne since December 30th, 1815, 
though its effects were comparatively trifling. As stated before, 
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the river Tees rose to an unusual height; at Bamardcastle it 
flooded man^ of the houses, particularly at Bridgegatey where 
during the ni^t it swept away furniture, clothes, &c., from the 
inhabitants. The new bridge, building across the river at Whoil- 
ton, was entirely carried away, to the ruin of the unfortunate 
builders. See June 9th, 1829. At Hexham, the whole of Tyne- 
green was overflown, and the lower rooms of many houses were 
under water. But deplorable as the efiects of the storm were in- 
land, they were trivial compared with the devastation on the coast 
During the Tuesday, above one hundred and fifty light coUien 
had arrived safely in Sunderland harbour, and several sailed i^aio 
loaden, with a fine north-west wind and a smooth sea ; but during 
the night, the wind having shifted to the north east, a most tre- 
mendous sea came on, and morning presented one of the most 
awful spectacles witnessed there for many years. Day-liffht dis- 
covered four vessels lying on their broadsides on the soutn rocks, 
and by three o'clock p. m., there were fifteen vessels on shore and 
wrecked between the south pier and Hendon. About four o'dockf 
the Eleanor, of Monkwearmouth, which had sailed the day before 
for the northward, in putting back, sunk off the mouth of the har^ 
hour, and all on board perished, consisting of a father and son 
named Hills, and two seamen, in sight of some thousands of specta- 
tors, unable to render the slightest assistance. The brig Thos. Fen- 
wick, of Shields, sunk in deep water off Sunderland, after baving 
been abandoned by her crew. The William and Clio, of Sunder- 
land, with four other vessels, went on shore on Stranton sands, near 
Hartlepool. The sea was heavier at Blyth, than had been known 
for upwards of twenty years ; however, it did but partial damage, 
although at one time, the houses at Cowpen quay were nearly m- 
undated by the dyke giving way. A small vessel, laden with com, 
&c., struck on the rocks near Marsden, between Shields and Sun- 
derland ; she went to pieces, and all on board consisting of eight 
persons perished. They were seen to suffer by some pilots, who 
were not able to render them any assistance. 

1829^ Oct, I4fj — The new church in St. John Street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, with the 
usual formalities. The hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley preached the 
consecration sermon from Mark, xvith. chap., 15th ver. Immediately 
after the above ceremony, the bishop consecrated a plot of grouna 
that had been added to the burial ground adjoining the National 
school, Bishopwear mouth. 

October 16. — The commissioners for enquiring concerning pub- 
lic charities arrived in Newcastle, and commenced their labours at 
the Queen's Head inn, in Pilgrim-street. Invitation by public ad- 
vertisement had been previously given to all persons who could 
communicate information on the subjects of their enquiry. 

October 16. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming 
fire broke out in the stack-yard of Low Anger ton East Farm, near 
Morpeth, occupied by Mr. William Lumsden, which in a short 
time completely destroyed ten stacks of wheat, eight o£ oats, one 
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of barley, and three of hay, the whole crop of the rarm I ThU ca- 
lamity was supposed to have originated in a stack of old-land hay 
whicli appeared to be much heated, and was observed smoking very 
much the preceding day. The fire was discovered by people at a 
dUtaDCCt who hastened to the spot and found the lamily asleep. 
Within an hour every stack, in the yard was In flames, together 
with the horse-house and outside works of the thrashing machine, 
and tlie dreadful appearance of the hre at this time threatened 
the destruction of the whole of the premises ; but by the great 
exertions of the neighbours, the dwelling-house and other buildings 
were preserved. Great damage was also sustained by the hasty 
removal of the furniture, &c., no part of the property was insured. 
The alarm created in the neighbourhood was very great, and people 
came to assist from all quarters, many of whom continued cairymg 
water and otherwise assisting, from five o'clock on the morning till 
eight o'clock at night. 

1B29 (■ Oct. 17;._Thc foundation of the Music-hall in Blackett- 
street, Newcastle, was laid. It is the property of Mr. Richard 
Urainger, builder. 




Octofcr 18 This day (Sunday) the first interment took place 

at the "Westgate Hill General Cemetery." The grave 
which was about ten feet deep, was for the mortal remains of 
Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Joseph Angus, who died on the 13th at 
Forth-terrnce, in Newcastle. The Rev. Richard Pengilly, (minis- 
ter of the Baptist chapel, on the Tu thill-stairs, Newcastle,) addres- 
ed the numerous spectators on the solemn occasion of their having 
been brought together, and also on the necessity of purchasing this 
spot of ground as a public depository of the dead. On llie con- 
dusion of Mr. Pengilly's address, the Hev. G. Sample, closed the 
■ervice with prayer. The ground which had been purchased of 
John Hodgson, esq., of Elswick, upon verj" liberal terms, consists 
of tliree acres of land at the Westgate, bemg the angle formed by 
the Carlisle -road, and Elswick-Iane. This cemetery is laid out in 
an ornamental manner a l^er the models of the celebrated CimetUrt 
dvpere la Chaiie, at Paris, and the lately formed cemeteries at 
Manchester and Liverpool. In this place of interment, there are 
\ VOt. II. M m 
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no restrictions is to rites and cemnoniesy these are left entirdj to 
the pleasure of surtiviog friends. The sroiind bad not been cmi- 
nentud previous to interment, as the cussentersy with whom this 
new burial ground originated, consider the ceremooy aa qiata m^ 
necessary. The preening wood cut shews the (rroand pfauu 

1829 ( Oct, 19).— The new chapel at FerryhSl, in the countjr ef 
Durham, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and cal- 
led St. Luke's chapeL His lordship arriToa at eleten o'dodc, aft 
the house of Mr. Arrowsmith, whence, after having robed» he pro- 
ceeded attended by his chaplains, &c , to perform Uie scdemn oei*- 
mony, at the conclusion of which, prayers were read by the rev. 
Thomas Ebdon, vicar of Merrington, in whose parish the chapel is 
situated. The right rev. prelate then preached an excellent ser* 
mon from Matthew, chap. xiii. verses 16 and 17. After the cer^ 
roony was wzx^ the bishop proceeded to Mainsfbrth, the hospitable 
mansion of Robert Surtees, csq.^ where an elegant cold coUatioa 
awaited his lordship's arrival. This chapel, which is a plain stmo- 
ture, was built by subscriptions from toe bishop of Durham, the 
rev. the dean of Durham, the dean and chapter of Durham, Lord 
Crewe's trustees, the district diocesan committee for building and 
enlarging churches and chapels, the incorporated society for the 
enlargement and building of churches and chapels. Sir Robert 
Eden, and a few smaller subscriptions. There is no endowment 
nor emolument of any sort The curate of Merrington does duty 
and preaches here every Sunday evenins. The design of the 
chapel was by Bonomi. There was an ancient chapel at Ferryhill, 
before the dissolution, dedicated to St. Ebbe, and a cell of two or 
three monks from Durham. They had a swannery . where the 
morass now is, betwixt Thrislington, Ferrywood, and Maine* 
forth. 

October 94. — The elegant new church at the Barras-bridge, 
Newcastle, having been brought to its heiffht, the last corner stone 
was laid by John Clayton, esa., accompanied by Mr. John Dobson, 
the architect, and some friends, on which occasion the bells of St. 
Andrcw'u church, rang several merry peals. The foundation stone 
of this cliapcl was laid on the 27th of May, 1828, without a public 
ceremony, lor the consecration of this chapel, See October 19<JL 
1830. 

October 24 and 26. — The skeleton remains of two human bodies 
were found in a part of the premises in Low Friar-street, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Jonathan Priestman, tanner, by the work* 
men employed in forming recesses for some new pits in the badt 
part of his tan-yard. They were embedded in a stratum of clay» 
which had the usual loamy covering, about 4^ feet from the sur- 
face. When discovered all their parts were connected, but on ex- 
posure to the air a considerable portion crumbled and separated 
into atoms. Not a vestige of any thing like a co^ was found. 
Vulgar opinion immediately declared them to be the bodies of 
murdered persons, but this is extremely unlikely, for they both lay 
east and west in the manner of the present mode of interment^ and 



A. D. 1829.] 



KE^MAXKABLI EVilNTI. 



26T 



in tlie nme straight poiition. The contiguity of this place lo ihe 
monattery ofths Block-friar*, confirms the supposilion that it had 
been a burial place in motiaalic times. 

1829 fOctiilJ. — The Stockton and Darlington railway company, 
opened the new branch of the railroad, from Darlington to Croft. 
A liberal invitation ti> the neighbouring gentlemen having been 
given by the company, numerous coaches drawn by one horse each 
and croivded with thirty to fif^y paucngcrs on each coach, as well 
as carrying many appropriate banners had an imposing effect. 
These coaches were followed by a train of waggons, laden with coais 
from every different mine, for the supply of the North Hiding of 
Yorkshire. Tlie procession was truly interesting. 

Novtmher 4. — A fire broke out at the Kcd'housc farm, neiir 
Monkwearniouth, occupied by Mr. Rennison, which in asliort timu 
consumed the whole of the outbuildings, and a great quantity of 
com, 

Noomiiher 9. — The new road formed by the marquis of London- 
derry, from Seaham harbour, was opened. It is nearly a mile and 
a half in length, and joins the Sunderland and Stockton turnpike 
road immediately opposite tlie Mill inn, near to Seaham-lodge. U 
affords an easy access to the new town and harbour. 

November 18 — Died, at North Shields, Mr*. Ann Drybourg, 
aged 100 years. 

Notiember 19. — A meeting of a number of the principal mer- 
ehanU, &c, of Newcastle, was held at the Turk's Head inn, Geo. 
Shadforth, esq., mayor, in the chair, to consider of die necessary 
preliminary arrangementE best calculated to promote the formation 
of an East India Association in that town. The meeting was ad* 
dreited by Mr. Buckingham, at considerable length, who concluded 
by recommending that a requisition signed by the company pre- 
•ent. should be presented to the mayor, requesting him to cull a 
public meeting at his convenience, in order to consider the pro- 
priety of forming an association, which might report the sense of 
this part of the country on the important question of renewing the 
East India Company's charter, when it came lo be agitated in the 
ensuing session of parliament. A requisition to that effect, on tlie 
motion of James Losh, esq., seconded by George Forster, esq., 
was then adopted and most respectably signed. The mayor ap- 
pointed the meeting to be held in the Guildhall, on Tuesday tlie 
first of December. A meeting took place accordingly, which was 
attended by a numerous body of the most respectable merchant* 
of the town and neighbourhood, George Slmdforth, esq., mayor, in 
the chair. James Lo&h, esq., in a speech of great length and bril- 
liancy, painted out the advantages that would accrue to this coun- 
try ita free trade with India and China were permitted. lie de- 
precated the policy of the East India Company, who not only did 
not put a check upon the barbarous superstitions of the Hindoos, 
but actually made a profit of them, and far from labouring to ea- 
lighton and educate the vast population under their controul, from 
a Darroir-minded jealeuay, conceived that their empire was only to 
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be perpetuated by keeping them in icnorance. Mr. Biuddngfaam 
also addressed the meeting, as did also Mr. William Armstrong. 
The various resolutions were then proposed and seconded, and an 
association was formed under the tide of ^* The Newcastle East In- 
dia Association.** The fifty-nine gentlemen who signed the requi- 
sition to the mayor for convening the meeting, constituted the 
committee. 

1829 (Nov. 21^.— A meeting of the mhabitants of North and 
South Shields, was held at the George Tavern, North Shields, 
Robert Spence, esq., in the chair, when an association was formed 
to be called, << The Shields East India Association," for the purpoae 
of opposing the renewal of the East India Company's charter. 

November 22. — ^Died, at his house on the New-road, Newcastle, 
Mr. Thomas Coulthard, brewer, aged 50 years. He was unques- 
tionably the heaviest man in the district, and his c(^in was in all 
probability the Icu^cst ever seen in Newcastle. It was made in the 
workshop of Mr. Thomas Sopwith, and its stupendous dimensions 
excited great astonishment in the numerous persons who were at- 
tracted by curiosity to see it. It contained upwards of 100 square 
feet of oak, and in bulk amounted to about 40 cubic feet. The 
external dimensions were the more extraordinary, as not including 
space for any inner shell or leaden coffin, but barely for the body, 
ttiey were as follows : — Length 6 feet 7i inches, breadth at the 
head 2 feet 1 1 inches, ditto at the shoulders 3 feet 5 inches, ditto 
at the feet, 2 feet 8 inches, depth 2 feet 4^ inches. He was inter- 
red in the burial ground of St Ann's chapel, on the 24th of Novem- 
ber ; an immense concourse of people assembled to witness the 
ceremony. 

November 26. — A large temporary building erected in the Nuns' 
field, Newcastle, was opened by Mr. Ducrow, as an amphitheatre, 
to which his most chaste and classical performances and the won- 
derful feats of his beautiful stud of horses, attracted great crowds 
every evening. 

Same day, a meeting of the principal gentry of Newcastle, 
and Northumberland, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Newcastle, 
when it was determined to establish a club on the plan of the club 
houses in London, to be called << The Northern Counties Club." 

December 2. — A public meeting, to form an East India Associa- 
tion, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Sunderland, in pursuance 
of a requisition to the magistrates, signed by sixty -five ship-owners 
and merchants of Sunderland. Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to 
the chair, and several gentlemen having addressed the meeting, 
which wad very numerously attended, an East India Association 
was unanimously agreed to. A vote of thanks was carried by ac- 
clamation to Mr. Buckingham, and that gentleman returned thanks 
in a very animated speech, which was received with great applause. 

December 3. — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
the subscribers and friends to the " Westoate Hill Cemetery," 
was held at the Crown and Thistle inn, Newcastle, James Losh, 
esq., in the chair. A report of the proceedmgs of the building 
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t-omniittee was reud by the secretary, the Rev. K. Pengilly, by 
which it appeared that sufficient progress had been made in the 
work to enable the trustees to open the ground as a place of in- 
teruient. Mr. Bruce moved a resolution approving of the conduct 
of the building coramiltee, which being seconded by Mr. Beau- 
moot, was carried unanimously. Mr. John Fenwick, in moving the 
appointment of an additional trustee, took occasion to congratulate 
the meeting on Newcastle now possessing a cemetery, which was not 
only liighly creditable to the town, but which would have a most 
humanizing etfect on the population. He thought that the re- 
mainder of the purchase money of the ground should be imme- 
diately paid, that the place should be lighted with gas — it was 
admirably capable of this sort of defence, which he considered as 
being more secure and more to be relied on than the ample walls 
and formidable railifig that already surrounded the ground, that 
the chapel and sexton's house should be erected, and that the land 
tax should be redeemed. He remarked that this was important, 
as many gentlemen had been induced to increase their shares with 
a view to their having the power to express an opinion of the fit- 
ness or unfitness of any candidate to represent the county of 
Northumberland in parliament, and it was desirable that the voters 
in right of thia ground should have the stumbhng block of the land 
tax schedule taken out of their way, whenever they should come 
to the poll. He thought that £1,000. more would fully accomplish 
all those purposes, and as many of the friends of the measure had 
Injected to the trustees borrowing money, if any gentlemen would 
increase the number of their shares the money might at once be 
raised without resorting to that expedient. He concluded by urg- 
ing on the gentlemen present to enlarge the number of the shares 
taken by them. £400. was subscribed in the room, to which a 
considerable sum was afterwards added. 

1829 (D^, 3/.— An unfortunate accident happened at Willing- 
ton colliery, near Newcastle, by which four men lost their lives by an 
explosion accompanied by a rush of water from some old workings. 

HK clock face on the north side of St. 

I Nicholas' church, facing the wheat mar- 

i ket, in Newcastle, was at five o'clock in 

Agn the evening of December 5th, first light- 

gHj[ ed with gas. It is a simple but ingeoi- 

\ piece of mechanism, by which s 

semi-transparent plate of glass, forming 

the dial, is illuminated at any given time. 

The wheel used for this purpose runs in 
I the hour wheel of the clock, but having 
' twice the number of teeth that the latter 
has, it by that means acquires the necessary revolution of once 
only in twenty-four hours; then, having as many pins attached to 
it (for their number is regulated at pleasure) as there are hours to 
elapse between the times of putting out and relighting tlie dial, 
they bear up a lever, aa they revolve from hour to hour, which 
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keeps the cock of the ga*-pipe doted ; antO all of them geCting 
nutf and the point of the lever having no more pins to strike npss. 
It of course defcends, turns the cock, and (a htde gas being kft 
ignited throughout the day, by means of a pin-hole bored thrawl 
the stop cock for the purpose), there immediately be c o mes a fSO 
flame at any period previously calculated on. Mr. Fsine, of Lsa- 
don, is the patentee of this useful and interesting cont ri vance. It 
was executed at the expense of the c or p or a tion of Newcastle, sa 
the public spirited conduct of which body it reflects oonsiderrids 
credit. It forms a very interesting object on a dark night. Tlis 
dial, which is glass, is eight feet in diameter, being aboat two 6et 
larger than that on the south ; die numerals are fifteen inches m 
length, and may be distinctly seen at a great distance. When flfit 
lighted, an immense concourse of people assembled to witness it^ 
and the bells of the church were rung on the occasion. The ona» 
mented initial is a view of the west door of this structure, and part 
of the interior. 

1829 fDic. BJ. — During the night, as Ralph Haswell, rn^inrmsn. 
was guarding Uie rope at WinterVlane engine, on the Hettoa 
Company's railway, he by some means slipt his foot, and came in 
contact with the drum on which the rope is wound, when the fiist 
turn of the rope passed over his right arm, and the next turn over 
his right foot. Li this awful situation he had to remain for a 
siderable time, till at length another workman came to his 
ance and stopped the engine, but not before neariy 400 fiithoms of 
rope were wound over his arms and legs ! Fortunately the rope 
never passed over his head, or he must have been crushed to death. 
Up^'srds of an hour elapsed before he could be extricated, and 
what was astonishing he was not much hurt, excepting his right 
arm, which was a good deal crushed. 

.December 19. — About nine o'clock at night, a pitman named 
Joseph Gardner, was found in the centre of a large water wheel 
attached to the mustard manufactory, in Pandon-dean, New- 
castlC) in a very perilous situation. Mrs. Hedley, who resided on 
the premises, thinking she heard a noise in the mill, took a light 
and proceeded to the spot ; on asking if any one were there, a faint 
voice replied, " Yes, I'm in the wheel." Assistance was immedi- 
ately procured, and the poor fellow was dragged out with great 
diiGculty» through the machinery, dripping with wet, and leav- 
iue his hat and one of his shoes in the dam, which were got 
out the next morning. His situation was truly dangerous ; for bad 
the wheel once turned round, which the weight of his body on 
either side would have effected, he must have fallen into the dam 
beneath, containing five or six feet depth of water, or had he re- 
■^nednmch longer exposed to the wet and cold, it was likely he 
1 J vg^ periihedy as he was very much exhausted when found. 
TT^had beendrit^K*^ ^^ Head of tlie Side, and went home to 
^!1mip witha w*o ^^ * woman ; tliey were in another house, hot 
*W^^^^I^| where : he had had 13 or 14 shillings, but only two- 
^***^ fcuiA He could not tell how he got into the wheel. 
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18S9 (Ik€. 2d) Died, in the catj of Durham, Elisabeth 

MaugbaDy aged 100 years. 

December 26«— An excellently finished and beautiful vessel calle d 
the ** GeorgeGreen,** was launched from the dock-yard of Messrs. W. 
Smith and Co^ of St. Peter's, North-shore, near Newcastle, intend- 
ed for the East India trade, and principally for passengers, her in- 
terior being fitted up with unusual neatness and elegance. She 
was built in the frigate style, and for the convenience of her pas« 
sengers, the ports, which were thirteen in number on each side, 
bad each a patent light in the centre, which hauled up for the ad- 
mission of air into the cabins and lower deck ; she was also fitted 
with a double tier of windows in the stem and quarter galleries. Her 
extreme length was 135 feet, and admeasured 586 register tons. 
Some beautifully canred work on the stem represented the armorial 
bearings of the gentleman whose name she bore ; her cutwater was 
also surmounted by a bust of the same individual. She was the 
finest merchantman ever constructed in that port, and was oonsi* 
' dered by scientific men to equal any London-built vessel. The 
ceremony of naming having been performed by Frederick Green, 
esOf at mur o'clock the vessel was launched in the most imposing 
ame, amidst the loud cheers of the assembled spectators, and a 
salute of cannon. Notwithstanding the inclement season, numbers 
went from a considerable distance to witness the launch. This 
beautiful vessel nas totally lost on the 30th of January, 1830, on 
Hasbro' sand, on her passage from the Tyne to London. iSee F^ 
nuny 28M, 1831. 

December, — Eight new bells arrived at Sunderland, from London, 
fyt Sunderland church, two of them were a present from the rector 
Dr. Wellesley. They were runp^ for the first time on New Years' 
eve, by the Gateshead union society of change ringffrs. The bells 
were justly admired for their beautiful tone. The tenor bell 
weighed 14 cwL 

1830 fjan* 15^.— A large party of the magistrates of the coun^ 
of Northumberland, the high and under sherifi^, several gentlemen 
of the bar, officers of the court, and other professional gentlemen, 
dined together at the Assembly Rooms in Newcastle, for the pur* 
pose of presenting to Thomas Clennell, esq., the late chairman of 
the county, a splendid and richly worked and ornamented silver 
candelabmm, on a tripod pedestal, supported on three highly oma« 
mented feet of the Roman character. On one side, was the fol- 
lowing inscription : — ** To Thomas Clennell, of Harbottle castle> 
esq., from the Gustos Rotulorum, and the Justices of the Peace, 
the Officers and Legal Practitioners of the Court of Quarter Ses« 
sions of the County of Northumberland, in Memorial of his long, 
zealous, and efficient Services as Chairman, 1829." On another 
side was Mr. Clennell's arms, and on the third side the arms o£ 
the countv of Northumberland, with the motto, ** Libertas et 
Natale Solum." The pillar was highly enridied in the same s^le 
of ornament as the praestal, terminating in six bracket branches 
and a centre light, it was presented by Cbaries William Bigge» 
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Via jMt Jissi -Btsssaa, ImauKj 13d^ 1S29, to soooeed Mr. 

isxniel m mairTziiin nr "tie ruimcr^ Tbt 'viafaie of it wat aid tv 

puaea^ jz wrtt smuinusirsc irr MeMn. Runden ml 

l^af^ 'Jem^iSi, . — 3«»C3iK«isiiisi jni£«if««s«<dodLjitiugbtaiiiOit 
deacrusL^t are anicct no: ji tut i.*i3fasm ooadft-mBnufiKtavj of 
Mr. J. L. Jlsea, in JLuck' Cjue!;. 5iv;^ Mk^bcl XevcMtlep whidi 
tnx:rt^,j dgMrntA 2a« aac^ -rto. aif cnaoHS ;«rt (if the oonteiti 
cveo before tLe fine cx^3zc» coinii jrT=««^ The fire, which w« 
firtc Aeen to tiMie frcHD abov« Mr. A3tts»~ crginrn^-houge^ was not 
got uTider till near four o'clock on aie- saiiliiwii^ XDCvniiig (Fridajr)- 
The fire soon extended to the ainaiiH 3l die cmrt OB the side of 
Hu John'ft Lane, and three of thco iz zsjt hav «aiUs vere destnnr- 
edt and also several workshops in the Fjci^ix^ Cocks^ jard on the 
fifjposite side o( the court. The iacxese Am-cloth maDu&ctorjr 
of Mr. Mardcastic, which towered abore the houBes oq the west 
sidi* of Hi, John's Lanc> also soon caught £nr is the rootf^ bat forto- 
naU'ly, by the exertions of the firemen aad others, it was eztia* 
guiKJicd without extending downwards, or the whole aqiiare of 
iiuihlings from the Nunssate to the AssembSr Rooais must haie 
shurrd its fate. l*he windows of the houses on the west side of 
Nt. John's I^nc caught fire by the heat from the bnniiiig maw on 
the o)i[K)site side, but by driving out the frames, and the pbyingof 
the engines U)M)n them, they were saved from total detmctioD. As 
most of the neighbours were in bed when the fire was disooveredy 
niiicli dJNtn'NN occurred in their escape ; several were in their night 
cl()lli(«N only* though the frost was very severe. The whole of Mr. 
A nuns' Niock, with the exception of a few carriages, got out of the 
yitnl, wiiN (l(*iitr()y(HL His workmen lost tools to the value of 100 

CiiintMiN. William Jones and his son, John Harrison, and J(^m Wfl- 
iiiMiiii, \vtM-(* among the greatest sufferers. Mr. Samuel Stokoe, who 
liuil a uiiif and spirit cellar in St. John's Lane, received damage 
one way or other to the extent of nearly £300., but he was fw- 
tunatily iiiMured in the Newcastle Fire Office for £1,000. When 
Mr. Stokoe lirHt arrived on the spot, he found a gang of fellows who 
had broken into his premises, drinking out of tubs which were filled 
out of the rum vat, and bottles from which they had broken the necks. 
He was laughed at when he attempted to stop their proceedings, 
and assailed with the most abusive language. One reeling wretch 
actually swore that he was Mr. Stokoe, and another with equal 
4udacity personated his man ! At twelve o'clock the fire had reach- 
ed the wine cellar, but the Newcastle engine, and the engine from 
the barracks arrested the progress of the fire in Mr. Stokoe's cel- 
tir. A house at the back of the buildings on the east side of St. 
'oiiii SL tano, near the church, occupied by Ralph Tully, a labourer, 
^iK» 'W 1 w ito and six children, was almost wholly demolished, Tully 
>4w(ii; fioihiog but a few old chairs. Another house about the 
«ai«it: Ji iiK" Une on the east side, which had portions of Mr. 
jU|ii*k- >»MuuiacC\>r}* at either end, and at the back, suffered severely, 
w««iM(iO|^'<4 uuiiKf\Misly-tenanted dwelling, the confusion and dismay 
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were proportionably great. Of these tenants, George Sayers, a 
a basket-maker, with a wife and four children (the wife about to 
lie in again), lost all he had ; John Dixon, baker, whose wife was in 
a similar condition, saved only a few trifling articles ; Robert Easton, 
tailor, and his sister, a straw hat-maker, suffered to a great amount^ 
in clothes, straw plait, and furniture ; Thomas Jenkins, dyer, lost 
all but a few clothes and part of a bed ; as likewise didf Joseph 
Atkinson, a blacksmith, whose wife, with her two children in her 
arms, were in the streets above an hour almost in a state of nudity ; 
Andrew Mather, blacksmith, and Henry Wylie, smoke doctor^ lost 
nearly all they possessed. In Angas' Court, Mr. Boyd, a super- 
Tisor of the excise, lost part of his furniture, and had a great deal 
broken ; his son had two leaders of his foot cut across, and when 
returning from Mr. Moore's, surgeon, where he got his wound dress- 
ed, stopped a man making off with his boots and two or three pairs 
of his shoes ; Mr. Carter, tailor, lost a feather bed and various 
other articles, including cloth, clothes, &c. Mr. Roberts, come- 
dian, who lodged with Mr. Carter, had several theatrical manuscripts 
and books destroyed. Mr. Hogg, hatter, suffered damage to the 
amount of £10. in his warehouse in the Fighting Cocks' yard. Mr. 
Charles Wallace, joiner and cabinet-maker, whose workshop was in 
great danger in the same yard, had many tools, mahogany veneers, 
Spanish curls, &c., taken away or broken ; in all he lost not less 
than £35. worth of stuff. Several other individuals suffered, though 
in an inferior degree. None of the above mentioned persons, ex- 
cepting Messrs. Angas and Stokoe were insured. It was owing to 
the intrepidity of Abraham Wilson, a paviour, that the pipe of one 
of the engines reached the roof of Mr. Hardcastle's floor-cloth ma- 
nufactory. Wilson broke through the roof of a dwelling-house on 
the west side of St. John's Lane, and succeeded in placing a fire- 
man upon it, so that the latter was enabled to play on the building ; 
but the preservation of that stupendous building was attributed to 
the unwearied exertions of Thomas Falcus and William Mills, two 
of Mr. Hardcastle's workmen, who succeeded in reaching the roof 
from the interior of the manufactory, and, aided by a number of 
their friends, and a plentiful supply of water from a large reservoir 
in the premises, they succeeded in checking and eventually ex- 
tinguishing the flames without any very serious injury having been 
sustained, except in the partial destruction of that part of the roof 
which was actually on fire. A conflagration so direful in its conse- 
quences, had^ it was supposed, never before occurred in Newcastle. 
The lofVy and beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church being illumi- 
nated by the flames, had a most enchanting appearance. There 
was a subscription for the poor sufferers by this fire. As there had 
been such dreadful plundering during this calamity, the houses of 
various suspicious characters were aflerwards searched, and several 
of the purloined goods were found. At the Spring Assizes, in 
March, Elizabeth Smith, aged 29 years, Jane Craggs, and Richard 
Beecher, aged 21 years, were each sentenced to be transported 
for 14 yearsi for stiealing bedding, clothes, &c^ at this fire. 

VOL. II. M n 
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1830 (FAn^) An inquest was held before Edward Hem^, 

esq., coroner for Newcastle, on the body of a female child about fire 
months old, name unknown* It appeared that the child had bees 
left about eight o'clock the preceding evening, on the outer 8t» cf 
a house in the Salt Entry, in the Close, near the Bridge-endy raBy 
dressed, and having also on a lilac speckled doek and brown beaw 
hat, nearly new, with a bundle containing an abundance of excel- 
lent child's clodiing, worth not less than £4k on one side of it, aad 
a basket containing food and a child's tin pot with the naaie ham 
upon it on the other. There was also a letter found in the bundle^ 
of which the following is a copy, viz. : — ^^ When you get thb lild» 
girl its unfortnate mother w&l be no more deserted by an ii 
inhuame father I had nothing left to suport it with oh do not 
forsak it and may the blesing of the alimighy showr dow» 
his choicest blessings upon you is the Preaer ot its unfomtate' 
Mother." It was a remarkably fine child, and when found, was- 
suffering under violent convulsive fits, brought on by being exposed' 
to the weather. Mr. Hosegood, surgeon, was called in, and gafa* 
it every assistance : it lingered until six o'clock the following mora* 
ing, and then died. The j ury returned a verdict of <* NtUurid Dmi^ 
vndtr violefU convulsive fits** The child's name was supposed %» 
be Ann Wilkinson. 

March 8. — The opening out of an Eg3rptian mummy took place 
at. the lecture-room of the Literary and rhilosophical Society of 
Newcastle. The mummy, a female, brought from Egypt by Baron* 
Denon, was presented to the Society by John Bowes Wrignt, esq.* 
who purchased it at the Baron's sale in Paris. It was opened by 
Messrs. Greenhow, Baird, and Fife, surgeons. The quantitf^ olt 
Nankeen coloured cloth in which it was enveloped weighed no less 
than 501b. 6oz. It took two hours to denude the body, which, when 
exposed and dissected, was found in a remarkably perfect state ; 
the hair upon the head was long and perfect, of a reddish tinge, but 
become grey, the teeth were white and perfect, the breasts were 
large and pendulous, reaching almost down to the spurious ribs. 
The colour of the mummy was a sepia brown, it was contained in 
two cases, apparently of sycamore wood, above two inches thick, 
divided into equal portions, and in a state of considerable preser- 
vation. This mummy, in its denuded state, is in a glass case, and- 
placed in the gallery of the library-room of the Literary and Phi» 
losophical Society. 

March 9. — The Rev. R. Wasney, A. M., preached his last ser- 
mon at St. Thomas' chapel, north end of Tyne-bridge, NewcastlCf 
previous to the removal of that ancient structure, to widen the en- 
trance to the town. The corporation of the Trinity -house very 
handsomely offered to accommodate the congregation with their 
chapel, until the new church at the Barras-bridge could be got ready. 

March 15 — An alarming fire took place in a thatched two story 
dwelling-house, situated at the west end of Tweedmouth, which 
occasioned the loss of two lives. One of the sufferers was Ann 
Aitchinson, 93 years of age, a rag woman, and in whose house- 



44 



J.] 



2T5 



the fire oT^inatfd ; Ihe other was Alexander Tindil, 80 years of 
age, who resided alone in a room above that of Aitdiinson's ; he 
could not be roused, and was very soon eoveloped in the flames. 
The other occupants, twelve hi number, escaped with their iivev 
but lost every thing they posECGscd. A subscription was entered ' 
into for tlieir relief, liaviug been reduced to a most deplorable 
Btatc of destitution. 

18S0 { March 19;.— Died, at Cliester-le-Street, Mrs. Ann Wat- 
son, widow, aged 101 years. 

^pril 18. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth Pans, Francis Donkini 
keelman, aged upwards of 104' years. 

April SO. — A new fit^h-niarket, at Alnwick, erected at the ex- 
pense of his grace the duke of Northumberland, was opened oo the 
above day, it being the anniversary of his grace's birth. 

April 2f> — The old chapel of Sl Thomas k Becket, at the north 
end of Tyne-bridgc, Newcastle, was commenced being pulled down, 
and on the 2Ut of June were commenced being erected on its site, 
a range of stooe buildings, consisting of shops and apartments above , 
them. These erections ought io justice to be called St. Thoniaa' i 
Buildings which would perpetuate the site whereon stood the ancient ' 
chapel dedicated to that assassinated prelate. These buildingi, 
which are placed 17^ feet back from the line of the front of the old 
fihapel, have made a great improvement in the turn from the bridge 
to the Sandhill, whtoh before was inconveniently narrow and ex- 
tremely dangerous to passengers. 

April 28. — A petition to the king from Mr. Thomas Drummondi 
pitman, of Painsher, claiming the titles and dignities of the earl of 
Perth, in Scotland, which were forfeited by the attainder of his , 
crandfaCher, James Drummond, commonly called the " duke of , 
Perth," for having joined in the rebellion in Scotland in the year i 
1745, was by virtue of his majesty's order of reference, presented to | 
the house of lords, and was referred by their lordships to a com- 
■nittee of privileges. The circumstances attending the claim of I 
this ^oor ^BtdR were said to be of a nature more interesting than 
any hitherto brought before the public. See June 'HQtlt, 1831. 

Mag I. — A large party of gentlemen, including a portion of 
the committee of management of the Stockton and Darlington 
nilway company, a number of proprietors, the chief clerk, secretary, 
■ad other ofKcers of the company, and several otlier individuals, set 
afffrom Darlington, in several railway coaches, carrying flags with .' 
Mipropriate mottoes and devices, to open the Haggar Leazea j 
Brencn, which diverges from the trunk of the railway at West 
Auckland, and extends westward to Cockfleld Fell, and thence in I 
the direction of Ilutterknowl colliery, in all a distance of five miles. 
The party were met at the fool of the inclined plane, near to West ( 
Auckland, a little before eleven o'clock, by Mr. Storey, the chief 
engineer of the company, and a considerable body of spectators, who 
had assembled to greet them on their arrival, 'ihe West Auckland 
band of music, seated in waggons provided fur their convenience, 
having joined them, and a procession having been iiirmed, it moved 
1 forward at a brisk pace. Un entering upon the brunch, llic band 
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Struck up <' God save the King^ and the populace, at that time still 
further augmented, gave three hearty cheers. Several ladies hav- 
ing, after a short delay, joined the procession, the word to advance 
was again given, and the whole body of carriages and people pro- 
ceeded up the railway to the point of destination. The weather 
being extremely favourable, the number of spectators continued 
gradually to increase until they amounted to between 2,000 and 
8,000. This branch was finally completed and opened with great 
eeldt^ October the 3d, 1830. 

1830 /ilfay 14^. — The foundation stone of a chapel for the use 
of the Unitarian Christians, was laid in Bridge-street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, by the Rev. William Turner, of Hanover-square chapel» 
Newcastle. Mr. Turner delivered an address on the occasion to 
the persons assembled to witness the ceremony. 

Same day, died, in South-street, in the city of Durham, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hodgson, aged 102 years. 

May 15. — At the distribution of prizes at the conclusion of the 
medical session of the university of London, which took place on 
the above day, in the lower south Theatre, Sir James Grahaniy 
bart., in the chair, silver medals were awarded to Mr. Thomas 6. 
Wright, of Stockton, for his proficiency in the classes of physiology 
and midwifery, and a certificate of honour in surgery. This young 
man served his apprenticeship with Mr. M<Intyre, surgeon, in 
Newcastle. 

May 19 — This day (W^ednesday), and the two following, there 
were horse races on the island called the King's Meadows, in the 
river Tyne, a little west of Newcastle. Tents were erected on the 
island, and various shows, &c. on the north shore opposite, which 
drew together a vast number of people. There was also a regatta 
upon the river. 

May 24. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at Win- 
laton, in the county of Durham, by the Rev. J. Curtis, of the Metho- 
dist New Connexion, after which an appropriate discourse was 
delivered to a great number of persons assembled *to witness the 
ceremony. 

June 28. — The melancholy intelligence of the death of his late 
majesty king George IV. was received in Newcastle on the morn- 
ing of the above day (Monday), and as early as six o'clock the bells 
of the several churches began to toll minute-time, and continued 
to do so alternate hours throughout the day. The flag on the 
castle was hoisted half staff high, as were also the colours of the 
several vessels in the river ; most of the shops were closed or par- 
tially so, and the performances at the theatre were discontinued 
for that and the following evening. The flag on the castle retain- 
ed its mournful position until after the interment of his late majesty 
took place. 

Same day, as soon as the melancholy intelligence of his late 
majesty's demise was known at Sunderland, the flags were hoisted 
half staff high upon the steeples of the churches of Sunderland, 
Bishopwearmouth, and Monkwearmouth, and the bells were tolled 
without intermission until sunset. The vessels in the harbour also 
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-\k'iciyed their colours half mast high on this mouniftil occasioo, 
^ti the theatre was closed. The colours continued in that state 
Dl the period of his late majesty's interment. At the various other 
^wns in Northumberland and Durham, every mournfid token of 
Respect was shewn on this melancholy occasion 

Same day, died, in the Friars, Newcastle, Mrs. Sarah Clark, aged 
^01 years. 

18S0 (June 30^. — Being the day appointed by George Shadforth, 
esq., mayor of Newcastle, for the proclamation of his majesty, William 
the Fourth, a troop of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer 
cavalry, and a company of the dismounted yeomanry, proceeded to 
the Sandhill shortly afler eleven o'clock, where they formed into 
two lines for the purpose of escorting the civil authorities in the 
procession. At twelve o'clock a royal salute was fired from the 
castle, the bells of the different churches ringing merrily. A de- 
tachment of the artillery, and a troop of the Sd light dragoons, 
stationed at the barracks, then arrived, and formed in front of the 
local corps. At this period the scene was one of unusual animation, 
the day was uncommonly fine, and every window and house top 
which commanded a view of the spot were crowded to excess, and 
the Sandhill, outside the military lines, was one dense mass of 
fpectators. The firing of the castle guns having ceased, the right 
worshipful the mayor, accompanied by the recorder, sheriff, under 
shfnriff, several of the clergy, and a number of the gentlemen of the 
common council came down from the Guildhall to the Sandhill, 
preceded by the flag, mace, and sword of the corporation. The 
trampet having sounded, the proclamation was read by Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town-marshal, at the conclusion of which the band 
{ilayed '< God save the King,'' and the populace joined in three 
times three cheers. The procession then moved slowly up the 
Side in the following order : — 

Dragoons in double files. 

lloyal Artillery. 

DiMDOunted Volunteers in double files. 

Constables. ^ ^ 

Free Porters with halberts. B' I* 

Music 
Sergeants at Ma£e« 
Corporation Flag. 
Two Trumpeters. 
Tovn-naanhal with Proclamation. 

Regalia. 

2d Officer J . • ( Officer 

in command. ) ^^' \ commandiog. 

Alflermen. Recorder. a 9, 

S 3 Aldermen. Aldermen. 5"^ 

11 Shenft c-r 

«^ Under Sheriff. Town Clerk. ?S 

>^ Clergy. ^? 

Common Councnimen, Ac 

I^iMmounted Volanteers in double files. 

Volunteer Dragoons in double fllesL 

Od arriving in .St. Nicholas' Square, the proclamation was repeated. 
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M it was aftenrardt at the White Crofi. Tbe retinoe then n^ 
tamed to the Guildhdl by Blackett^treet, Pilgrtm-atreety &c ai^ 
the civil authorities having withdrawn, the military reiomeA to 
their statiooa. The bells continued to ring thro^;faout the i» 
mainder of the day, and shortly after seven odock in the evening 
another royal salute was fired mm tbe casde. A royal aalote was 
also fired from the ordnance stationed at the barracks. Inil« 
evening the worthy chief magistrate gave a grand diiiner «t the 
Mansion-house (it being common councD day), to the members af 
the council, the members of the chamber of Commerce, the uili^ 
tary officers who had taken part in the business of the mornings and 
aeveral private friends. Tne whole number present waa between 
seventy and eighty gentlemen* who all appeared in foil moaniHig; 
After the removal of the doth, the chauinan (Mr. Mayor) rosi^ 
end reauested the company to fill a bumper, adding with mnch 
emphasis of manner, " To the health of our Most Gracious Sove» 
reign, King William the Fourth — long life to him and pros- 
perity to his reign !** Tliis toast was drunk with great enthusiasniy 
followed by four times four cheers. Many other loyal and appfo> 
priate toasts and speeches were given, and shortly after ten o'clock 
the company separated, highly gratified with the hospitality of the 
worthy chief magistrate. His present majesty is a free bui^gess of 
this town. See voL t. page S55. A copious account of the death* 
&c, of his late majesty, the proclaiming of King William IV., and 
the proceedings in Newcastle on these occasions, with copies of ail 
the bills, circulars, &c., may be had of John Sykes. 

1830 (June 30^. — His present majesty, king William IV. was 
proclaimed in the barrack-yard, at Sunderland, by the officers of 
the dep6t of the 80th regiment, and ^ifeu de joie was fired by the 
soldiery. 

Juli/ 3. — His majesty was proclaimed at Sunderland on the above 
day (Saturday), at noon by the magistrates. 

July 5. — The ceremony of proclaiming his majesty took place at 
Durham, under the centre of the Piazza in the market-place, at 
one o'clock, by T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, accompanied by 
the mayor and aldermen in their robes, with the different trades' 
banners, halberdiers, constables, sheriff's officers, trumpeters, &c. ; 
there were also present the bishop of Bristol, Rev. W. S. Gilly, 
Rev. C. Thorp, prebendaries of Durham, and a great concourse of 
citizens and inhabitants. The proclamation was afterwards read at 
the high side of the market, the procession then moved to the front 
of the county courts, at the head of Old Elvct, where the procla-< 
mation was repeated. Similar proceedings took place at all the 
other towns in Northumberland and Durham. 

Jult/ 6 — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, a fire 
broke out in the candle manufactory of Messrs. Green and Son, 
Gateshead. At first the progress of tlie fiames was very alarming,, 
but by speedy assistance tney were fortunately subdued, after doing 
damage to the amount of between £200. and £300. The fire was 
supposed to have originated from a beam in one of the gable ends, 



A.D. 1830.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. 279 

which had a communication with the flue of a furnace. A large 
stock of empty boxes, &c.» laid up for winter use in lofls above the 
manufactory, was destroyed, and many candles and other thinga 
damaged. A quantity of spirits was in the adjoining premises, se- 
parated, however, from the fire, by a massy stone wail. Had the 
flames got an entrance there, the destruction must have been im- 
mense, and the danger of the houses in the neighbourhood propor- 
tionably increased. The property was fully insured. 

1880 (July 15 J. — The day appointed for the interment of his 
late majesty king George IV., at Windsor, Newcastle presented aii< 
appearance of solemnity in strict accordance to the wishes of the 
chief magistrate. The magistracy went in solemn procession to 
.St* Nicholas* church, preceded by the regalia covered with black 
crape. The free-masons and the orangemen went also in proces- 
sion to the same edifice, the former according to the order in their 
circular, <* Costume — Black, with black gloves, and regulation 
aprons," and the latter with orange rosettes in their breasts. St. 
Nicholas' church, on this occasion, was crowded to excess, many 
persons having to retire for want of accommodation. The pulpit 
was covered with black cloth, as were also the pews occupied by 
the magistrates. A very elegant escutcheon of the royal arms» 
with emblems of mortality, was placed in front of the organ gallery,. 
the whole having a solemn and imposing appearance. An excd- 
lent sermon, suited to the occasion, was preached by the Rev. John 
Dodd, vicar, from Psalm 97tli, verses 1st and 2d. The beautiful 
marble monument and inscription, to the memory of the late Rev. 
John Smith, vicar of Newcastle, which had recently been placed* in 
^is church, seemed to attract attention. See January 22^/, 1826. 
A procession of odd fellows went to St. Johns church, where 

grayers were read. All business was suspended at the Custom** 
ouse, Literary and Philosophical Society, &c. Various- muffled 
peals were rung during the day, the artillery stationed at the bar*- 
racks fired minute guns during one hour in the evening, and minute 
guns were fired from the castle for one hour before sunset, when 
the solemnities of the day terminated. Mournful observances of 
this day took place in all the towns- and many of the villltge»in 
Northumberland and Durham. 

Juiy 27 — A live cattle market was held for the first time, on 
a piece of ground on the west side of the Forth, Newcastle. There 
was a large and choice supply of cattle, and a considerable supply 
of sheep and lambs. The number of the former about 130, and of 
the latter 900. Nearly the whole were sold. This market, which 
is held on the Tuesday in every week, was established by the Cor*' 
poration of that town, who very generously announced that no 
charges would be made for pens, &c. 

August 3. — A dreadful explosion of hydrogen gas to(^ place, in 
Jarrow colliery, at about twenty minutes before six o'clock on the 
morning, when forty^two men and boys were deprived oi' life^ 
Twentywone of the men were married, leaving widows aad sixty* 
six chudreii. There were, one hundn^ and twenty men in the 
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mine, of whom seventy were in the Bensham seam where the blast 
took place. Ten more were much injured, and two horses were 
killed. It appeared on the inquest that the miners had broken into 
a crack or fissure in the coal» whence the inflammable gas suddenly 
issued, and was ignited by some negligence in the use of the Davy 
lamp, as the mine was well ventilated just before. 

18S0 (Aug. 11), — Died, at Sunderland, in Uie MinorieSy Mrk 
Ann Erskine, aged 104 years. 

August 21. — The new market, at Sunderland, was opened this 
day (Saturday) to the public, for the sale of butchers* meat, fi^ 
poultry, vegetables, &c. &c. The commissioners under the paving 
and lighting act, walked in procession from the commission room 
to the market place, at six o'clock on the morning, when Mr. Cald> 
Wilson briefly addressed the spectators, declaring the market open 
for the sale of the above articles. About forty gentlemen, com- 
missioners and others, dined together in celebration of the event, 
at the Golden Lion inn, on Tuesday the 24th, Sir Cuthbert Sharp 
in the chair. 

August 22. — The new gallery and organ in the Catholic cbapd, 
at North Shields, erected at the expense of the pastor, were 
opened, on which occasion several pieces of sacred musics bj 
eminent composers, were performed on the organ. Sermons were 
also preached on the morning and in the evening, by the Bev. 
Thomas Gillow, in a very impressive manner. The chapel was 
crowded to excess. At the same time was uncovered, at the altar, 
a large picture of the crucifixion, painted by Ramsay, a composi- 
tion of several figures larger than life, painted with great truth and 
brilliancy of effect. The cost of this picture was defrayed by vo- 
luntary subscriptions, in which Protestants as well as Catholics 
joined. 

August 25. — This day (Wednesday) between twelve and one 
o'clock, arrived in Nc*7castle, the extraordinary stage performer, 
Miss D*Jeck, the Siamese elephant. Mr. Nicholson, the manager 
of the theatre royal in that town, having entered into engagements 
with Mr. Yates, for the performance of this animal upon the stage, 
it was intended to bring her from Edinburgh, where she had been 
performing, by the Ardincaple steam vessel sailing between Leith 
and Newcastle, but the high sea preventing the vessel from sailing 
in time, the elephant set out from Edinburgh in the evening of the 
21st on foot, and walked the whole of the way from that city to 
Newcastle, a distance of about 120 miles. An immense concourse 
of people had assembled at the Barras-bridge, &c., Newcastle, to 
witness her entry. She had excited great curiosity on the road. 
The animal, which was about ten feet in height, was escorted into 
the town by thousands of curious attendants, among whom she 
gravely kept her way, preceded by her keeper, without rope or 
chain, and with perfect indifference. She proceeded by Pilgrim- 
street and Mosley-street, to the theatre (the stage door of which 
had been increased for her ingress), and exhibited her wonderful 
performances the same evemng, without shewing any signs of 
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&tigue. The following was said to be her daily consumption, vi2 : — 
761b8. of potatoes, 601bs. of hay, 60Ib8. of straw, 1 1 quartern 
loaves, a bushel of bran, and a bushel of oats, and water in propor- 
tion. The keeper would allow her to take as much wine and beer 
as any one chose to give her, but spirits were forbidden. This 
noble animal was of a light colour and very fat She had such an 
aversion to a carriage, that nothing could mduce her to enter one. 
Whilst the elephant was at Morpeth, on her road to Newcastle, 
she killed one of her attendants, an Italian, named Baptiste Ber- 
nard. This man, in a state of intoxication, three years before, had 
stabbed the trunk of this noble animal with a fork, and otherwise 
ill used her, in consequence of which, she ever after regarded him 
with cross looks, but had never a fair opportunity of takmg her re- 
venge until at Morpeth, when he happening to be alone with her, 
she grasped him round the waist with her trunk, broke his ribs, and 
crushed him so much, that he vomited blood and died two days 
afterwards. On the expiration of her engagement at Newcastle, 
she was shipped from thence in the London steam-vessel, for the 
metropolis. 

18S0 (SepL 9;.— Died, at Clapham-rise, Surrey, William Bul- 
iner, esq., aged 73 years, a native of Newcastle. The name of 
Buhner is at once associated with all that is correct and beautiful 
in typography, and all that celebrity which for so many years has 
belonged to the Shakespeare press. In him it may be truly saidy 
that tibe art of printing has been deprived of one of its brightest 
ornaments ; as a proof it is only necessary to enumerate the beau- 
tiful edition of Goldsmith and Pameirs poems, and Somervile's 
Chase, with wood cuts by Messrs. Thomas and John Bewick* 

September 9. — Died, at Greenfield, near Alnwick, Mr. John 
Henderson, aged 101 years. 

September 10.— 'A very serious accident happened at Morpeth. 
There were some mountebanks who had been performing on the 
south side of the river on what is called the High-stanners, and 
after the performances were over, as the crowd was returning by 
the chain bridge at the foot of Aldgate, it came down with a tre- 
mendous crash, and from two hundred to three hundred persons 
upon it at the time, were precipitated into the river. The scene 
of confusion that ensued baffled description. One boy had his leg 
broken, another boy his thigh, and several persons were seriously 
injured, but happily no lives were lost The accident was occa- 
sioned by some idle fellows jumping upon the bridge when much 
crowded. 

September 19. — The Catholic chapel, in Pilgrim-street, Newcas- 
tle, was re-opened for divine worship, after having undergone a 
thorough painting, gilding, &c., and with the addition of side gal- 
leries. Two finely relieved representations of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, ^executed by Mr. J. Ewbcmk,) were painted, one on each 
side or the altar ; tiiey are imitations of statues standing in niches 
in the wall, and from the judicious distribution of lisht and shade, 
have an imposing efiecU Selections of vocal and instrumental 
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muiic were p g f u ru i eti, and coilectxaas madeuiwjLib JrfiAju i g tht 
exDenwsi, amaundxiir to aeariv £30. 

1 830 r SepL -22 ^ ^Tbe new Catfaoiic cbopel at HexioBBk 
opened tor divine wor^ip. when a Poatznc:!! high mmsA 
brated by the right rev. Dr. Penawidc or LrrerpooL assssed br 
WTerai cierzymea. and a wrmun waa preached by the icr. r. 
Trappe!!, qx Lear house, near Preston, when a caQectiaa was made 
in aid of the ninds of the chapeL and car buildiD^ a schooL ThtR 
was a ^erj respectable and numeroiiB attendance. The c. 
vocal and instrumentaL pernrmed wverai fine pueces of m 
nnder the direction of Mr. Haupc at Newcaade. The sum 
ed amounted to opwanb of £30. 

Sepiemher^ — .Some workmen empiojed in levellii^ a part of tht 
Newcastle road, about a mile and a half east of Hexham, A 
a little beneath the «urface of the ground, the skeietoa of a 
which hsu\ affparentlv Iain there a long time, and hjd been 
fiited with much care, a grave having been tormed of large stones 
up in ftuch a mmner as to prevent the earth rrom coining in i 
diatc contact with the bod v. 

September. — At this time Hexham chorch was on _ 

very important alterations in it^ interior, in being re-pewed and fi^ 
ted up with stoves and flues tor heating iL The woifaacnt ■ 
clearing a piece of ground lying between the south transept 
the aide entrance to the choir, where the boiler was to be plaocdL 
uncovered a number of ancient tomb stones of a description exactly 
similar to that of John Malerbe, described and illustrated with 
eneravirifr in Wright's History of Hejckain. They were venr 
form in size and tizure. beine coffin -shaped and presenting no i 
scriptijn but the name, which ran length-ways along the centre of 
the stone in old characters, but pert'ectly legible. The ""Pfimf 
used part of them in carrying on the repairs of the church. 

I'his month, in digging a grave near the north wall of Tyne- 
mouth abbev, a rude stone coffin was discovered, in which two 
litiman bodies had been deposited. One of the skeletons, on the 
nir being admitted, immediately crumbled to dust, whilst the other 
who had been a person of superior magnitude, remained perfect a 
considerable time. 

OriofMir 6. — A bazaar for the benefit of the infant schools in 
Newcastle, was opened at the new Music-hall, in Blackett-street, 
built by Mr. Richard Grainger, who generously gave the use of it 
for the occasion. This splended room was neatly decorated with 
festoons of evergreens and flowers. The stalls (twelve in number) 
were arranged up each side of the room and across the ends, on 
which were placed fancy articles of every description, many of them 
most tastefully and superbly got up, and furnished by the ladies 
."i-^d friends to the institution. The stalls were attended by ladies 
."•f the tirst distinction and respectability of the town and the neigh- 
>oar«vv.l ; amongst whom were lady Ravensworth, and the hon. 
^■rt<«e« I iddoll. Mrs. Hichmond, Mrs. Bell, of Woolsington ; Misses 
H*l, ji '^<v\\^tM Misses BellyofNewbiggin; Mr8.Allgood, Mrs. H. 
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Hedlevy Mrs. Cresswell Baker, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, Miss Loraine, 
Mrs. George Carr, and the Misses Carr, Mrs. Vivian, the Misses 
Brougham, Mrs. Anthony Clapham, Mrs. Bragg, Miss Surtees, 
Miss Forster, Mrs. Captain Dale, Misses Ormston, Miss Dodd, 
Stc» &c. This being the first bazaar ever got up in that town, and 
tor such a noble purpose, it excited very great interest, and long 
before the time of opening the room, the front was crowded with 
beauty and fashion, anxious to gain admittance. During the whole 
of the time the bazaar was open, the room was crowded with visi- 
tors, and many could not get admission. The receipts the first 
day were j£420., including j£85. 5^. for entrance ; on tlie second 
day, j£225. including £3\, Is. for entrance, making the gross re- 
ceipt on the two days, j£645. Mrs. Wcntworth Beaumont, sent a 
donation of £5, Mrs. and Miss Craster, (lady patronesses), ^5. 
A friend to infant schools by Mrs. Headlam, j£5., and a friend 
to early education, by Mrs. Burnett, £2, 2s. making the total of 
£662, 2s. The ladies kindly condescended to give their attend- 
ance another day, to dispose of the articles unsold. The third 
day's receipt amounted to iC50. ISs. making the total sum received 
cm the three days, j£712. 15«. 

- 1830 ^ Oct. lij. — The lord bishop of Carlisle, consecrated a piece 
of ffround which had been liberally given to the parish of Alnwick, 
by his grace the duke of Northumberland, for the enlargement of 
the church yard, it being in an excessively crowded state. 

October 19. — The hon. and right rev. Dr. Percy, lord bishop of 
Carlisle, proceeded from the mansion-house, of Newcastle, to con- 
lecrate the new chapd of tiie hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, at 
ibe Barras-bridge. His lordship was attended by the right wor- 
diipful the mayor (Archibald Reed, esq.), aldermen, town clerk, 
ana other civic officers, and by the rev. the vicar of Newcastle, and 
•everal clergymen, and gentlemen. The procession accupied five 
carriages, and was preceded by the sergeants at mace on foot. On 
the entrance of the prelate and cortege to the chapel, the mem- 
hen of the Newcastle and Gateshead choral society sung tlie cho- 
rus ^ Lift up your heads," accompanied by Mr. Ingham on the 
S'emo forte, and by a small band of music led by Mr. Bagnall. 
is lordship advanced to the communion table, on the north side 
of which he sat down, while the clergy and corporation officers oc- 
cupied the seats nearest the east end of the building. After the 
petition from the master and brethren of St. Thomas' hospital pray- 
ing his lordship to consecrate the chapel, had been read, his lord- 
ship proceedea to the business of the consecration. The deed of 
consecration was afterwards read by the Rev. James Raine, of 
Durham, as the representative of the chancellor, and the bishop 
having signed it ordered it to be duly registered. The Rev. Mr. 
Wasney, then proceeded with the morning service, and the proper 
psalms and lessons appointed for the consecration of churches, the 
bishop reading the communion service. The Rev. R. Clayton, 
master of the hospital, then preached a very appropriate sermon, 
from Revelations, chap. 2l8t. verse 3d. On its conclusion, the 
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cboral aociely sung the Hallelujah cburus, aDd a£ter the great body 
of the congregation had departed, the bishop adrainiBtered the sa- 
crament to those who wished to be partakers of it. This elegant 
chapel called, St. Thomaa's, was not quite finished, but the east win- 
dow of stained glass, manufactured by Mr. John Gibson, of New- 
culle, excited much admiration. The window is in three divisions, 
at the top of the centre one, arc the arms of the corporation, whilst 
the division on the north displays the arms of the present niaater 
of the hospital, and the soutli ihuiie of Cieorge Anderson, esq^ k 
liberal benefactor to the building of the chapel. The chapel w» 
first opened for divine service on the 7th of November, 1830. 




) (OcLib). — The first horse and cattle fair was held 
Morppih. It was to he held half yearly ; the second fair, was held' 
on the 2-Hh of March, 1831. 

NoTember 11. — Darlington was first lighted with gaa. 

November 12 Died, in ihc parish of Bywell, Su Peter, North* 

umberland, Mr. George Stobart, aged 101 years. 

November 28. — About six o'clock in the evening of this day 
(Sunday), some wicked incendiaries set fire to a barn, in the OCCU- 

etioo of Mr. Hodgson, butcher, at Swalwell, in the county of 
urham, by which it was entirely destroyed. As there was at this 
time an incalculable destruction of farmers' and other property in the 
southern counties by diabolical incendiaries, the magistrates of the 
county of Durham came promptly forward and offered a reward of 
SCHt guineas for the apprehension of the offender or offenders. 
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Swing letters* and burnings are so lamentably prevalent at the 

{)resent day, it may not be uninteresting to give a copy of a Swing 
etter of nearly a century ago. At the assizes for Durham, in the 
year 1734, John Elcoate, of Carr-house, was tried for sending the 
following threatening letter to Henry Vane, esq. : — ** Janawary 
8, 1734. Sir, These lines is to clere the innocent and not discry 
the gulty, know thou that we ware 4 that brunt Carrhouse out of 
spite of the Vanes and their 2 stewards because they had seized 
on his com and what he had and for breaking all our leases by 
which we who ware worth 1500 pounds when our leases was 
broken is not now worth 15 far thins. We did attempt three times 
before we got it done, the first time was put by Helcoate self and 
the next by a showre of rain. 3d time it took fire but the wind was 
to slow, but the 4th paide for all, but the wind was so great that 
the hay at the west end would not keap fire, or else the house had 
gone too, that wold done it, for we knew as he had marked all he 
was to make all good, but we do not feare but burn house and all 
before 12 months be at end and except you will do 2 things that 
is turn out Dixon and Tom Hutchinson from being stewards and 
use mercy to poor Helcoate or else by G-d we will not leive 
a bam between Pearse bridge and Langly dale. Be how it will by 
G-<i if they keep their places they shall never dye with theur 
shows of. Farewel ; fulfil our desires if thou wil save thy houses 
and Bames from fire." The result of this trial is not stated. 

1830 ^J}ec, 27 J. — The Stockton and Darlineton railway suspen- 
sion bri€lge, erected over the river Tees, near Stockton by Captain 
Brown, K. N., was opened. The foundation stone was laid on the 
18th July, 1829. It is calculated that this bridge will sustain a 
weight of 150 tons. At the same time an immense entire coal, 
weighing upwards of two tons, was sent down by this railway, to 
Mi£llelM>rough, from the Black Boy colliery, to be shipped for the 
London market ; and which, when broken, was calculated to make 
two London chaJdrons. 

1831 fJan. SJ, — ^Died, at the High Felling, near Newcastle, 
Ruth, widow of Mr. Wm. Hays, of that place, cooper, aged 108 
years. She retained her faculties until within two days of her death, 
and lived and died in the same house in which she was bom. 

January 9. — A serious calamity had nearly befallen the parish 
church at Warkworth, in Northumberland, by the destruction of 
that ancient edifice, which, however, was providentially prevented 
by the combined and prompt exertions of the inhabitants. The 
flues had been heated three days previously, which rendered the 
wood near them exceedingly susceptible of ignition ; and about half- 
past five o'clock in the evening of the above day (Sunday), it was 
discovered that a pew under which one of the flues passed was in 
flames. The alarm was instantly given, and nearly the whole po- 
pulation assembled, and in about an hour the fire was suppressed, 
with only the partial destruction of the pew where it commenced. 

The same month, a fire was discovered in the church, at Walls- 
end, m Northumberland, but by timely assistance it was extinguished 

** So called on account of the signature <^ Swings being at them. 



t8d HISTOaiCAL RKaiSTKR Off [a. 1>. 1631. 

after one pew was burnt. This fire had also originated in th^ 
fiiie. 

1831 (Jan. 10^.^The righthon. Lord Ossulston, attained his 21st 
year, on which occasion, instead of the usual general festivitieti 
his lordship decided upon distributing charity to the necessitous 
poor, on the extensive estates of the earl of Tankervillc, which was 
done munificently. Blankets, clothing, coals, and a donation in 
money, were distributed to each necessitous fiunily. Thus, at that 
inclement season of the year, the poor at Chillingham, Wooler, and 
Doddington, in various ways received a kind and liberal bene&c 
tion, as did also the poor of Embleton and Wark, in donations of 
money. His lordship's numerous labourers at Chillingham, werei 
upon the occasion, regaled with beef and ale, for which purpose 
three of the wild cattle (a breed now peculiar to the park at Chil- 
lingham, this ancient breed of cattle having been every where else 
lost), were shot, a portion of which, as well as furnishing the 
labourers' dinner, was distributed to every poor fiunily in the parish. 
After having been plentifully refreshed with beef and ale, and hav- 
ing drunk with enthusiasm the healths of the various members of the 
house of Tankerville, particularly that of " Long life and happiness 
to the noble heir of the house," the labourers invited their wives 
and sweathearts to a dance in which the domestics of the castle 
joined, and which was kept up with great mirth and good humour 
to a late hour. There was also a dinner provided for the domestics 
of ChUlingham castle on the occasion, at which hilarity and satisfac- 
tion -prevailed. 

January 22. — A melancholy accident happened at Messrs. 
Stephenson and Co's. steam engine manufactory, in South-street, 
Newcastle. Some of the workmen had been employed in weighing 
the materials of an engine about to be sent away, and on taking 
down the scales from a pair of sheer-legs, the latter fell over, and 
struck Mr. John Stephenson (brother to the celebrated engineer) 
with such force against a vice, that his head was fractured, and he 
died instantly. Verdict, accidental death. The deceased was 42 
years of age, and lefl a widow and four children. Nearly 200 of 
his friends and the workmen of the manufactory attended his funeral. 

January 28. — A very intense frost set in at Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, which continued until Tuesday, February the first, 
when a heavy snow storm set in, accompanied by a tremendous 
gale of wind from the S. £., which covered the country with snow 
to the mean depth of three feet. The mail coach from London to 
Edinburgh could get no further than Morpeth on the following 
morning, the road north of that place being completely blocked 
up, and in many places from four to six yards deep, but the bags 
were forwarded on horseback. The coaches from Newcastle to 
Morpeth had great difficulty in reaching their destination on the 
Tuesday evening. The Alnwick coaches did not set off from 
Newcastle on the Wednesday, owing to the drifted state of the 
roads. The coaches from the south and the west, although consi- 
derably delayed, were able, with the aid of additional horses,» to get 
through. Many of the carriers from the country could not reach 
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Newcastle. Early on the Wednesday mornine, the Young Hus- 
band, London trader, of Newcastle, obtain Walker,* was totally 
lost with all her crew, off Seaton rocks, about a mile north of Aln- 
mouth. A considerable quantity of goods and spirits were washed 
on shore. February the 4th, as Richard Watson and James Wal- 
ton, two miners, were returning from work on the Teesdale side 
of the mountains to Chapel, on reaching the first house Watson 
urged his companion to go no further, but the latter persisted in 
going forward to the next house at any rate, which was about a 
mile farther. Before however they had got half that distance, 
Walton was quite exhausted, and Watson struggled with him, 
carrying him at last on his back, until he came near the house, 
when fearing they would both be lost, he was under the necessity 
of leaving him in the snow whilst he endeavoured to reach the 
house. Having procured assistance, he returned to his comrade, 
who was still alive, but they had scarcely carried him into the 
house before he expired. The Union coach from Newcastle to Edin- 
burgh, was unable to get farther than Haggerston, the hospitable man- 
tion of lady Haggerston, who most kindly sent to inform the passen- 
gers and guard, that her house and table were at their service till 
the storm abated, and they were able to proceed on their journey. 
The Wellington coach from Newcastle to Edinburgh was buried in 
a snow wreath for several days in the vicinity of Millfield, and the 
Chevy Chase post coach was detained for eight days near Jed- 
burgh. Thomas Simpson, game keeper to Sir Edward Blackett, 
bart., was lost in the storm on Tuesday, February the first. He left 
Hexham in the afternoon for Matfen, and had got near to Stag- 
shaw Bank, where his body was found on Wednesday the 9th. 
Adam Riddell, a shepherd of Elsdon, also lost his life durins the 
storm. February the 4th, snow, sleet, and hail, fell with little 
intermission during the whole day, accompanied by a very high 
wind, and the frost continued with great intensity till Mondlay the 
7th, when a thaw succeeded. The sudden melting of the snow, 
aided by a strong south west wind, caused the Tyne and its 
tributary streams to rise to an unusual height. On the 9th the 
whole of the low ground in the vicinity of Dunston was under 
water ; the houses of the poor inhabitants were completely inun- 
dated, many of them up to the roofs, and the loss sustained was 
▼ory great. Mr. Ramsay, of Derwent-haugh, lost about 50 casks 
of salamoniac, and a kiln of fire bricks, which was just fired, and 
other property to a considerable amount. The whole of the houses 
on the flats trom Newburn downwards, were under water, and 
much damage done ; large quantities of hay, household furniture^ 
&C., were seen floating down the river. The Quay and many other 
of the lower parts of Newcastle, were overflowed, and almost all 
the cellars on the Quay and in the Close were filled with water* 

* Captain Walker's body, together with two of the crew, were cast on 
shore near to where the veuel was wrecked, and interred at Lesburjr, attend* 
ed by his friends. He was a native of Newcastle, in his 87th year, and very 
higfaij respected. 
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Mr. Jabez Hood's cellart were filled with water which reached 
within a few feet of the Close. At Messrs. Cooksoo's foundry in 
this street) the men were laid off work in consequence, and die 
works of other manufactories were more or less impeded. Grrett 
destruction was done among the vessels at Shields, about 50 ▼es' 
seb were driven from their moorings, and a ballast keel, with an 
old man on board, was carried out to sea and was ftUen in with on 
the following day, upwards of twen^ miles from the land, bj a 
vessel belonging to Sunderland, when the poor man was rescoed 
from his perilous situation and brought into Sunderland. On the Mi, 
Mr. Thos. Thompson, of NewcasUe, organist, had a very narrow 
escape from beine drowned, as he was proceeding from the Sand- 
hill to the Quay in a Shields vehicle. The horse being blind, on 
getting amongst the water which extended across the Quay, took 
fright, and began to plunge, and the driver lost his command over 
him ; luckily a bolt gave way, and detached the carriage from die 
shafU, by which the lives of both were saved, as the horse ran for- 
ward, plunged into the river, and was immediately out of sight. 
During this snow storm, upwards of twenty ships were wrecked 
between Shields and Blyth, on the coast of Northumberland. 

1831 ^yon. 29 J, — The first number of a newspaper entitled die 
** Sunderland and Durham General Shipping Gazette and Mer- 
cantile Advertiser,** was published at Sunderland by William 
Gracie. It was discontinued after a few months. 

The same day, the petitions agreed to at a public meetine of the 
inhabitants of South Shields, praying the legislature to include, in 
a measure of parliamentary reform, a grant to that town of the im- 
portant privilege of returning its own representatives, having re* 
ceived 2,300 signatures, a deputation waited on Sir M. W. Ridley, 
hart., and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle, on the 
above day, with the petition to the House of Commons, for presen- 
tation by them, agreeably to the resolutions of the meeting ; the 
petition to the House of Lords was presented by the marquis of 
Cleveland. 

This month, the town of Hexham was first lighted and 
watched. 

February 10. — The cut which had been some time in pro- 
gress to improve the navigation of the river Tees was opened in due 
form. About two o'clock a large party of the Tees Navigation 
Company, accompanied by a numerous body of friends, proceeded 
down the river in a steam boat, when the brig Arno was towed 
through the cut, preceded by a number of steam boats, &c., amidst 
loud rejoicings, and in the presence of a great concourse of specta- 
tators, who lined the banks of the river. On quitting the ves- 
sels, the company went in procession to the town-hall, preceded by 
a band of music, and in the evening a party of upwards of 100 
gentlemen celebrated the event by a dinner at the Assembly- 
rooms. Leonard Raisbeck, esq. presided, supported on his right by 
Lord Falkland, M. Fowler, esq.. Colonel Grey, Sir Cuthbert Sharp, 
and W. W. Jackson, esq., and on his left by Thomas Meynell, esq.. 
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W. T. Salviiiy esq.. Rev. John Brewster, John Cartwright, esq., 
the vicar of Norton, J. Favel>, esq., and William Skinner, jun., 
esq., G. W. Todd, officiating as vice chairman. This new cut 
formed a new channel for the river, commencing near Blue House 
Point (about a mile from Stockton) on the west, and terminating 
near Newport on the east, being in length about three quarters of 
a mile, its depth sixteen feet, and its breadth 250 feet, and by it 
vessels are enabled to sail up to Stockton, which could not navi- 
gate the old channel. 

1831 fFeb. 22 J, — At a general meeting of the coal-owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of the 
port of Newcastle, held in the Guildhall of that town on the above 
day^ the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., in the chair, it 
was resolved to petition both houses of parliament for the abolition 
of the duty on coals exported coastways from the river Tyne, 
called the duke of Richmond's shilling. The following is a copy 
of the petition : — 

** The humble petition of the undersigned, coal-owners, ship- 
ownerSy merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of 
the port of Newcastle upon Tyne, sheweth^ — That on the 8th day 
of April, in the 42d year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the com- 
pany of Hoastmen of the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, who had 
received a charter of incorporation from Queen Elizabeth, and then 
exercised the exclusive privilege of vending all coals shipped on 
the river Tyne, granted to her majesty, her heirs, and successors, 
the sum of twelve pence for every chaldron of coals, Newcastle 
measure^ which should be exported from the river Tyne, to be 
qpent within the realm, and not transported beyond seas. 

" That the duty was received by the crown until the 29th year 
of the reign of King Charles the Second, when his majesty by let- 
ters patent, granted the same to his majesty's natural son, Charles 
duke of Richmond, and his heirs, subject to a provision for his 
mother, Louise, duchess of Portsmouth. 

<* That the said duty continued in the family of the duke of 
Richmond until the year 1799, when it was purchased by govern- 
ment for about £400,000, since which period government has been 
in the receipt of the proceeds, and in consequence of the vast in* 
crease of the coal trade which has taken place since, and the cor- 
responding increase in the produce of this duty, the capital sum 
or purchase money and all interest thereon has not only been fully 
redeemed, but a surplus or profit of upwards of half a million ster- 
ling has been actually realized by government. 

'< That the company of Hoastmen by whom this duty was origi- 
nally granted, ana who were at liberty to tax themselves, but not 
the rest of his majesty's subjects, have long since lost by disuse, 
the exclusive privilege of vending coals on the river Tyne, and with 
that privilege this tax ought to have fallen, as did a duty of three- 
pence a chaadron, granted by that company to other parties ; and 
so it would have fallen, had not a clause been introduced into 
the act for vesting this duty in the crown, on the occasion of its 
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purchase of the duke of Richmond, in 1799, which operated as a 
parliamentary confirmation of a grant, which otherwiae could not 
have been supported at law. 

<< That your petitioners humbly represent, that when this tax 
b^an to be paid, the coal trade of the idngdom was almost intirel^ 
confined to Newcastle, which port also enjoyed several special pn- 
yileges connected with the coal trade, which have been since 
abrogated, and at present not more than one half of the coals export* 
ed from the east coast of the island are sent fi:om that port* 

^< This tax being paid only on coals shipped from the river Tjne, 
has now become a grievous burthen on the coal trade of that nver> 
which in other respects maintains an unequal oompetitioD with the 
port of Sunderland, the coal of the river Wear hearing a higher 
price in the London market than that of the T^ne ; this partial im* 
post of one shilling a chaldron on the coal of the Tyne tendst 
therefore, still further to depress an already inferior article, and 
operates as a premium in favour of the trade of the great and power- 
ful coal-owners on the river Wear, at the expense of the trade of 
the river Tyne. 

^ Your petitioners feel this grievance the more painfully, as they 
have the highest legal authority, viz. : — the joint opinion of the 
present lord chancellor and Sir James Scarlett, obtained in the jrear 
1829, that they could have successfully resisted by law the pipr* 
ment of this duty before the passing of the act of 39th of Geo. IlL, 
for carrying into effect the purchase made by government of the 
duke of Richmond, into which act, by accident or design, a clause 
has been introduced confirmatory of the title of this impost. 

** Your petitioners cannot allow themselves to believe, that 
whilst the general coast duties on coals, oppressive as they may 
be, but still equal in their pressure, are repealed, this partial and 
unjust tax will be permitted to continue to burthen his majesty's 
loyal subjects interested in the trade of the river Tyne. 

** Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, that the same may 
be forthwith repealed, 

" And your petitioners will ever pray, &c." 

In consequence of the above petition, aided by the strenuous 
exertions of the local members of parliament, this odious and op- 
pressive tax was repealed. It has not been levied on any vessel 
from the river Tyne since March, 1831. See May 4</A, 1831. 

1831 (Feb. 26 J, — As Mr. John Heweson and Mr. John Branford, 
two primitive Methodist preachers, accompanied by a female, were 
passing from Bishopwearmouth along the Hetton Coal Company s 
railway, near Warden Law, to escape the danger on the inclined 
plane, they unfortunately rushed in between the light and laden 
waggons in passing, when they were crushed between the waggons, 
by which Mr. Heweson was killed on the spot, and Mr. Branford 
survived a very short time. The young woman fortunately escap- 
ed unhurt. They were men of exemplary zeal and piety ; one left 
a widow with five children, the other a widow with six childreiu 
Their funeral, which took place at Sunderland, excited great interest 
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and sympathy, and their remains were followed to the grare by 
some thousands of persons. 

1831 fFeb,26J. — There was a meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear, amounting to about 8,000 or 10,000 on the Black Fell, 
near Chester-le-Street, when they entered into resolutions to de- 
mand higher wages. 

Fd^mary 28, — A veiy handsome vessel of 600 tons burthen, 
<»]led the " Duke of Northumberland," was launched from Mr* 
Smith's dock, at St. Peters' near Newcastle. She was to supply 
the place of the ** George Green,'' which had been built in the 
same yard in 1829, for the same company of London gentlemen, 
but which was lost on her passage from the Tyne to London. See 
December 26, 1829, page 27 L 

February 28. — On this day (Monday), Thomas Clarke, was 
executed on the New Drop in front of the county courts at Dur» 
ham, for the murder of Mary Ann Westhorpe, his fellow servant, 
at Hallgarth water-mill, near Durham, on the afternoon of Sunday 
the 8th of August, 1830, while their master and mistress were from 
home. His trial commenced at the city of Durham before Mr. 
Justice Littledale on the 25th of February, and before eight o'clock 
on the morning, such was the extraordinary excitement of the in- 
habitants of that city and neighbourhood, that the court was im- 
mediately filled almost to suffocation. The examination of the 
witnesses did not conclude until nearly ten o'clock at night, when 
the judge observed, that at that late hour he should not sum up the 
evidence unless the jury particularly wished it. They jury said they 
did not wish it. His lordship then intimated, that they must be 
all kept together till the next morning, and hold no conversation 
with any on the subject of this trial. The court was then adjourned 
till nine o'clock on the following morning. The jury were attended 
by the under sheriff and an officer to Mrs. Best s, the Half Moon 
inn, where they had a room set apart for themselves. A little 
after nine o'clock the next rooming, Mr. Justice Littledale entered 
the court, and almost immediately afterwards proceeded to sum up 
the evidence with great minuteness and impartiality. The jury 
retired at a quarter past twelve o'clock ; and after an absence of 
twenty-five minutes, returned with a verdict of Guilty. The 
judge then placed the black cap on his head, and on the prisoner 
being asked what he had to say, why sentence of death should not 
be passed upon him, he simply replied — ** I am innocent of the 
crime." His lordship then adaressed the prisoner, and afterwards 
passed sentence of death upon him in the usual terms, ordering 
him to be executed on the Monday, and his body to be afterwar£ 
given to the surgeons for dissection. On the Monday morning an 
immense concourse of people had assembled in front of the county 
courts to witness the execution of this unfortunate young man. 
llie Rev. Mr. Wheeler attended him during the greatest part of 
the forenoon, and joined him in prayer. The prisoner, at intervals, 
was much agitated and wept bitterly, but made no confession of 
his guilt. At a quarter past twelve o'clock, the criminal was 
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At SUn^nth ICn DM 

Wm done s luuiiln fiiiil ; 
The female wcd[ — the nmid^vr 

So pitj fiir her loid. 

Her ikall wis broke, her tknmt wn ciit» 

Her tiniggle looo w<i o*er; 
And down she&U and •« fetdi'd** m fl|^ 

And welter*d in her goie. 

Her fellow femnt, Thomas Ckikc^ 

To Sherbum dtmfy tped 
And told a tale that strawCTi siz« 

Had done the dreid^ deed. 

Now woe befell thee Thomas daifce^ 

For this thj coward lie ; 
A jrouth like thee, for girl like her. 

Would fight Ull he did die. 

< The/Ve kUl*d the lass,* it was his tale^ 

• And nearlj have kiird me^' 
But when upon him folks did look, 

No bruises could thej see.*' 

llplng upon this subject, I cannot here resist giving an \ ^^^ 

of Mtmo other trogedies which have been printed in connexion with 
the OQuntj of Durham, viz:— The Hartlepool, Bamardcostle^ 
Hlalndrop, and Bcdlin^ton tragedies. The former arose out of the 
mml«r of Mary Fardinff, who was thrown over the cliff called the 
Matdan Rowrr at that place.* See voL t. pa^e 143. 

^ IlilNlU V«ik datichfd from the moor, a few jards to the north of what io 
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The Barnardcastle tragedy relates how one John Atkinson, of 
Morton, near Appleby> courted Betty Howson, of Bamardcastle 
Bridge-end^ and ader having gained her affections, forsook her for 
another, whom he married, upon which she broke her heart and 
died. 

The Staindrop tragedy relates to a murder committed by a man 
named Vert, (who was afterwards executed and hung in chains,^ 
upon a young woman who was pregnant by him, and that the 
body was discovered under some bushes by means of a dog. 

The Bedlington tragedy was occasioned by a fair lady of that 
place, with great store of wealth, having fallen in love with << a fa- 
mous youth, ' whose personal worth was all his riches, and in con- 
quence of which, her parents sends her to an uncle at Stokesley. 
A few days after her departure, this young man << sickened sore, and 
heart-broke died." After his death, the parents make every pre- 
paration to bring her home to a rich lover of their own choice, 
but the ghost of ** young James" anticipates their intentions by 
taking the horse ^which was saddled for the use of the father) 
from the stable ana assuming his earthly appearance, arrives at the 
uncle's with an order to convey her home, who assists her to mount 
behind. Having *< travelled faster than the wind," in two hours 
'< he sets her at her father's door," then leaves her for the purpose 
of putting the horse into the stable, but is never more seen. On 
hearing of the death of her lover she sickens, takes to her bed and 
dies, and is buried in the same grave. Though there is some fiction 
interwoven in this story, nevertheless it may be founded upon facts. 
For the particulars of the Staindrop tragedy, I am indebted to my 
friend the Rev. Thomas Ebdon, Durham. Copies of the other 
tragedies are in my possession. 

1831 f March 12^. — An immense number of pitmen, belonging 
to the collieries on the Tyne and Wear, assembled together on the 
Black Fell, in the county of Durham, for the purpose of entering 
into resolutions, and considering the means of obtaining from their 
employers an increase of wages. 

if arch 21. — The under-ground workmen of forty-seven col- 
leries on the Tyne and Wear, held a meeting on the town-moor, 
Newcastle, to take measures for obtaining some improvement in 
their condition. During the forenoon, great numbers passed 

called the East Battery, cannot Mi, from its singular situation, to attract the 
notice of the stranger. The yawning space which separates this rock from 
the main land, is known by the name of Maiden Bower, and many a tale of 
** plighted faith and broken vows,** is associated with it ; for, almost within 
the memory of man, Mary Fardinff is recorded to have been thrown over this 
precipice, by a merchant of NorUiallerton. The name " Maiden Bower,*' 
was not derived from this circumstance, as it occurs i&equently in the Parish 
Reffister, previous to this period. The entry with regard to this atrocious 
and premeditated murder, relates that ** Mary Farding, a stranger, who by the 
coroners inquest was found to be murdered by William Stephenson, merchant 
in Northallerton, to whom she was pregnant, was buried June 7ff 1727*** A 
charge still exists in the church-wardens* accounts, dated June 7, 1727t of 
U. lOd. •• for making Mary Faniing*s mve.** Sir Cuthbert Sharft Hittory of 
Hartkpoaty page 157. SeevoUU page l&. 
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through the town in procestioiiy apparently widioat exciting the 
least uneasiness or alarm among the inhabitants ; and it was calcu- 
lated that nearly 20,000 were assembled by one o'clock at the 
place of rendezvous. Several persons addressed the meeting, and 
detailed in homely but energetic language, the grievances under 
which they considered themselves to labour. These did not ^ 
pear to be so much connected with the prices of work, as wiA 
some objectionable parts of the bond of service, the chief of wbidi 
were the power of the owners to lay the men idle on the oocui^ 
rence of the most trifling accident to the pits, to the engines, or 
even to the waggon rail-roads, afler which their wages are diseoih 
tinued for three days ; their subjection to the caprice of the viewen 
and agents, not only for a continuance of work, but even for shel- 
ter for their wives and families, as they are liable to be turned out 
of their houites, either on the completion, or on the non-fulfilmenC 
of the article^ of the bond, arising from mutual disagreement ; the 
obligation they are under to remain idle at Christmas^ without any 
compensation ; and the length of time boys are immured in tlie 
colleries* to the destruction of health, and o€ almost every chance 
of education or moral improvement During the course of Ae 
proceedings, it was resolved to petition parliament, to subscribe 
sixpence each to send deputies to London with the petitions ; to 
continue to work, unbound, afler their period of services has ex- 
pired, if the owners would allow them-^otherwise to cease work- 
ing, and claim parish relief or magisterial interference, until thev 
remonstrances were attended to, and the bond altered accordingly; 
that the men of every colliery should meet twice a week ; that 
each pit should send a delegate to form a general committee for 
carrying the resolutions into effect ; that no man should in future, 
buy meat, drink, or candles, from any one connected with the col- 
leries ; and that the thanks of the meeting should be given to the 
right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, (who 
appeared in the midst of the assembly for a few minutes, and ad- 
vised the leaders to inculcate order and peace as the surest means 
of obtaining justice), for the friendly advice he had given them, 
and for kindly offering to be the medium of communication between 
them and their employers, as far as he could conveniently. These 
resolutions were severally put and carried unanimously, by a show 
of hands, which, from the immense number held up, had a very 
great effect. The whole proceedings were conducted without the 
least disturbance, and tlie parties returned to their homes in the 
afternoon in good order. 

The annual period of servitude of the colliers of the Tyne and 
the Wear having expired on the 5th of April, most of them re- 
fused to enter into fresh engagements with their employers until the 
differences between them were adjusted. The latter it was said, 
had agreed that the boys should in future work only twelve hours 
a day, and that the workmen should be paid their wages in money, 
and have power to buy goods where they pleased ; but the men 
continued to insist upon other conditions. On the following day 
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(Wednesday), great numbers of them met at the Black Fell, with 
a hope that some further arrangement would be proposed by the 
coal-owners ; but as none were forthcoming, they dispersed, with 
a resolution not to return to work on the former terms. In the 
meantime parties of military had been placed in readiness to assist 
the civil power in preserving the peace, and several Northumber- 
land magistrates, wholly unconnected with the collieries, offered 
themselves as mediators between the coal-owners and the pitmen. 
The magistrates announced that they would *< be ready to meet 
the parties at the Moot Hall, in Newcastle, on Monday, the 1 1th of 
April," which was accordingly done, but unfortunately failed in 
their well-intentioned efforts. 

1831 (March). — The foundation stone of a chapel belonging 
to the established church was laid at Seaton Carew, in the county 
of Durham. 

April b, — A very handsome silver cup was presented to Mr. 
Henry Ingledew, solicitor, by a portion of the parishioners of St. 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. On one side of the cup a beautiful represen- 
tation of the steeple of St. Nicholas' church is engraved, and on the 
other the following inscription, viz.: — << Presented to Henry Ingledew, 
esquire, scrivener and solicitor, one of the church-wardens of the 
parish of St. Nicholas, in the town and county of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, by a portion of the parishioners, in testimony of the sense 
entertained of his assiduous and indefatigable attention to, and 
fiuthful discharge of, the various duties of the office ; for the effi- 
cient and excellent manner in which he has mainly contributed to 
ascertain the privileges, and establish, on a firm basis, the rights 
and immunities of the church ; and for his uniform attention to all 
matters connected with its interests. Easter Tuesday, 5th April, 
1831." The cup was presented on behalf of the subscribers by Mr. 
John Rawling Wilson, who is the senior member of the *< Four and 
Twenty," of St. Nicholas' parish. 

April 11. — A mendicity society for the suppression of va- 
grancy and mendicity, and the relief of deserving objects of charity, 
commenced its operations in Newcastle, by opening an establish- 
ment in Castle-street, immediately adjoining the Castle. Within 
six months from its first establishment, this society had relieved 
1,835 strangers :— viz., 779 English, 640 Irish, 401 Scotch, and 15 
Foreigners. 

April 12. — Being the day appointed for the opening of the sus- 
pension bridge over the river Tyne, at Scotswood, about three 
miles west of Newcastle, the morning was ushered in by peals of bells 
from the churches of that town. At twelve o'clock Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, and John Hodgson, esq., M. P., for Newcastle^ 
met the committee of management, the proprietors and various 
other friends of the undertaking at the Assembly-rooms, from 
whence, afler a short time, on a signal being given from the guns 
of the castle, the procession set forward in the following manner, 
viz. : — full band of music ; banners ; banner of the bridge with the 
motto <' Coelo pendit iter, ripas vinxere catena; ;** town marshal on 
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ho r ichick; iirord betrar* on bonehttdc; dM aidiilect «f An 
faridgv^ j[Blr. Green) oq bonebeck; tbe cvtmm and lear of tfn 
BAjor or Newcastle; tbeoorrii^aiidfiNirof mo aboiffof Moi% 
mBDorland (George Silrertop» esq.) ; the oorrii^ ondfiiur of Mn 
HodsioD»esq.»M.P«9 tbecarri^of Mrs»Ho4giMD; fiNurooniMp 
and roar, oontaininff Ihe oommittee ofmaiHywnent, vis s-^BaoHl 
Lambk Bfatdiew Wheatley, Geom Hopple Banuajr, Malthiaaii; 
DanD, Matthew Wheatlej, jiuk* 3bhii Hokaiter, Gooige lliia# 
Dmui, Jooeph C. Laiiib» eaquire«» and Mr. Thomat Grieveaoi^ Ap 
hoDOiarj iocretary ; thecarrktteaiidfiNirofLordDecieat thooiSt 
riage and four of HamUe Laiiib» esq.; the rojal mail-ooach within 
ft^flTiogy the guard blowing hia born oecanMiaUy; aio^gtnai'ff 
carriages followed (between 80 and«90)» and the rear waa okaiii 
by a fireal number of gentlemen on horaebadb Ontbe|iB0i 
entennff on the bridgoH^y ft precaution which was afWwarda 
to haTobeen unnecessaryp the carriages passed over aim oooaii 
distance asunder ; and when the carriage oi the rector of ByMp 
(the RerXharies Thorp)» apfHToached the centrOi it was atoniodt iiril 
the blessing of Heaven on that bold and important work fi&MB 
was most reverentlT and feelingly invoked by that re yo faiij ^m$ 
respected individusL Previous to its entrance on thb bHdg%t|||n 
procession was joined by Charles J. Claveringi esqi» the hig^ ahaw 
of the county of DuriSiam» who escorted and acoompanied jl-ip 
horseback during its progress through his county. From tbe bdlpa 
the procession moved up the road to Blaydoii» about a mileifi> 
tancoy then returned by the old turnpike road to Swalwell, ftvas 
whence it a^ain returned to die suspension bridge^ which it ^gim 
passed over in closer order than berore. But Uie strength of the 
bridge was soon after put to a much severer test, for as soon as the 
procession had passed over (no person bein^ allowed to go cm und 
the procession had returned) tne gates bemg opened, the crowda 
of people who had been previously assembled at each end, rudiedl • 
with thoughtless impetuosity, on to the bridge, in the centre sf 
which they were soon collected into so dense a mass as to be in* 
capable of moving, and putting die bridge to a severe triaL Mo 
fewer than 3,000 persons were collected between the points of sus- 
pension, making, with those on the ends, a crowd of between 5^000 
and 6,000 persons. Afler repassing the bridge, the procession re- 
turned in tne same order to the Assembly-rooms, where it arrived 
about four o'clock, amidst the ringing of bells and other demonsna- 
tions of rejoicings. Soon after five o'clock, the committee, sub- 
scribers, and other friends of the undertaking sat down to an elqE**^ 
dinner, and spent the evening with the utmost conviviality. Auuiy 
appropriate toasts were drunk. During the evening Mr. flodgson, 
on behalf of the proprietors, presented the architect, Mr. Greeo» 
with an elegantly formed silver claret jug, on which was engraven 

* Mr. John Mowbray, merchant-adyenturer, and boothman, had this day. 
DPerious to the proceflrion, been elected sword-beuer of the corporation m 
Kewcastle, in the room of Blr. John Braddiaw, who died veiy soddealj sa 
the morning of the 4th of April, 1831. 
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a view of the bridge, and an appropriate inscription.* Tlie bridge 
is 630 feet in length, the distance between the two points of sus- 
pension being 370 feet, with two half arcs of 230 feet each ; the 
road-way rises in the centre about eight feet, causing the bridge 
to assume a curve line of a graceful and pleasing effect ; the road- 
wav is above 20 feet, and the carriage-way sev'bnteen and a-half feet. 
July 21st, 1829, the first freight of stones for the masonry of this 
bridge was conveyed from Lawson-main quarry in a keel which 
was highly decorated with colours ; and immediately on being de- 
livered, the first stone in the footings of the land abutments on 
the south side was placed on its bed, under the direction of the 
architect, and in the presence of Messrs. Grace and Ramsay, two 
of the committee of the undertaking. Messrs. Welsh and Son 
were the contractors for the mason work. The coffer dam of the 
north pier was commenced in September the same year, and the 
foundation stone laid on the 9th of February, 1830. The first 
chain was suspended across the river on the 23d of February, 183 1, 
and the last (the fourth), on the 5th of March. 

1831 (April 14^. — An elegant silver tripod candelabrum, value 
150 guineas, with branches for the lights, richly chased, was pre- 
sented by the parishioners of Gateshead, to the Rev. John CoUinson, 
rector of that parish ; one of the sides of the base is embellished 
with a shield, bearing the arms of tlie parish in bas relief, another 
of the sides has a shield, bearing the arms of Mr. CoUinson, impaled 
with those of King (the family name of his wife), also in bas relief, 
and, on the other side, the following inscription is engraved :— 
" Presented to the Rev. John CoUinson, A. M., rector of the parish 
of Gateshead, in the county of Durham, by his parishioners, as a 
token of their sincere and affectionate regard, and of their sense of 
hia virtue and benevolence ; and also as a testimonial of his con- 
duct, by the zealous and assiduous discharge of his duties as their 
minister, for the period of 21 years." On the day of the presenta- 
tion Mr. CoUinson had been 21 years rector of the parish of 
Gateshead. The presentation took place at a public dinner. 

April 15. — Died, at Killingworth, near Newcastle, in the 86th 
year of her age, Mrs. Elizabeth Gascoigne. Though the great 
North road is not three mUes distant from Killingworth, she never 
saw it in her life ; she was the youngest of a large family, and died 
in the same part of the house and in the same bed in which she 
was born. She was the mother, ffrandroother, and great-grand- 
mother, to a numerous progeny. Upwards of one hundred years 
before, Mr. Nathaniel Punshon gave the cottage to her mother for 
her life. 

April 18 — A body of from 1,200 to 1,500 pitmen visited the 
collieries in the neighbourhood of Blyth and Bedlington, where 
they laid the pits off work, threatening to set fire to them if their 

* ** Presented to John Green, architect, bj the Scotswood Bridge Com- 
puvjr, in testimony of their sense of the talent and skiU displayed bj him in 
designiiig and executing the bridge over the Tyne, at Scotiwood, Apnl ISth^ 
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orders were not complied witli. At Bedliogton Glebe pit they tore 
the corves to pieces, threw them into the shafl, and cUd consider- 
able damage to the machinery ; and at Netherton they were only 
prevented from committing similar acts of violence by being treated 
with a quantity of ale. They also emptied the larder and cellar of 
the manager of Cow^n colliery. On the following morning a 
large body of men went to Jesmond-dean colliery^ near Newcastle, 
belonging to R. B. Sanderson, esq., where they did considerable 
injury to the machinery, throwing it down the pit, and endangering 
the lives of some workmen who were in the mine. On the Weir 
they had also been very violent, threatening to murder the horw- 
keepers if they went down the pit to attend the horses. A great 
number of special constables were sworn in to protect property, and 
the deputy-lieutenant issued an order for calling out the Northum- 
berland and Newcastle Yeomanry. Part of the 82d regiment of 
foot, stationed at Sunderland barracks, marched from thence to the 
neighbourhood of Hetton, to remain there during the unsettled 
state of the workmen belonging to the collieries of that district. 
A detachment of eighty marines and three subalterns, under the 
command of Major Mitchell, sailed from Portsmouth for the Tyne, 
on account of the disturbances among the colliers. The vessd, 
towed by a steamer, sailed in less than an hour after the orders 
were received. 

1831 f April 2\ — A large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear was held at Jarrow, which was attended by the men be- 
longing to forty-nine collieries, each bearing a banner inscribed with 
the name of the colliery, and various mottoes. The meeting con- 
tinued for a considerable time, and, after addresses from several 
speakers, who exhorted them all to conduct themselves orderly 
and keep the peace, they resolved unanimously to adhere to their 
former resolutions. The meeting then broke up, and the parties 
returned peaceably to their homes. 

May 3. — Died, at Jarrow, Margaret Fen wick, in the 107th 
year of her age. She retained her faculties to the last. She was 
removed from Gateshead township to the Westgate, Newcastle, in 
the year 1774, and had received parish relief from that time to the 
period of her death (57 years), which amounted to no less a sura 
than £450. 

Mai/ 4. — The right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, gave an elegant entertainment at the mansion-house 
to Sir Matthew White Ridley, hart., and John Hodgson, esq., 
the representatives of Newcastle, as a compliment to them, and 
commemorative of their successful efforts in obtaining the repeal of 
that very obnoxious tax on the coal of the river Tyne, known by 
the name of " The Richmond Shilling." Exclusively of the mem- 
bers of the common council, a large party of gentlemen were in- 
vited (between seventy and eighty were present) to celebrate the 
day ; amongst whom were, on the right and left of the chair re- 
spectively — Sir M. W. Ridley, hart, M. P., and John Hodgson, 
esq., M. P., Sir William Dickson, bart., the high sheriff for North- 
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umberland (George Silvcrtop, esq.), Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, 
esq., Lieut.-Col. Bell, and ten officers of the Northumberland 
Yeomanry cavalry, Aldermen Cramlington, Forster, Sorsbie, Bell, 
and Wright, the sheriff of Newcastle, the Rev. Ralph Brandling, 
R. Burdon Sanderson, esq., Mattliew White Ridley, esq., Christ. 
Cookson, esq. (recorder of Newcastle), John Clayton, esq. (town 
clerk of Newcastle), Captains Innes and Pitts, K. N., &c. The 
repast was altogether of the first order, and included a magnificent 
dessert, with the finest flavoured ices. West Indian conserves, wines, 
&c. &c. In the course of the evening several appropriate and 
interesting addresses were elicited by the toasts, particularly that 
which was made by Sir M. W. Ridley, in which the hon. baronet 
described the unwearied devotedness of his late colleague (Mr. 
Ellison) and himself to obtain from all former administrations, 
during the preceding twenty years, the repeal of that unjust and 
oppressive tax the abolition of which they were that day met to 
celebrate, at a superb banquet. Nothing could exceed the hilarity 
and good humour which animated all parties ; and shortly afler ten 
o'clock the company separated, highly gratified with the splendid 
hospitality of the worthy chief magistrate. — For an account of the 
Richmcnd Shilling see February 22, page 289. 

1831 (May b.) — A very large meetmg of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and the Wear, took place at the Black Fell, near Chester-le-street, 
in the county of Durham, where they were met by the marquis of 
Londonderry, accompanied by a military escort. His lordship 
addressed the men at considerable length, reouesting them to dis- 
perse, and he would meet their delegates at Newcastle, which they 
immediately acceded to. A meeting in consequence took place at 
the Coal Trade office, Westgate-street, in Newcastle, but without 
the desired effect. Another meeting took place on the following 
day, but they still held out against the terms offered them by the 
owners, and the collieries (with the exception of two or three which 
had been partially at work for a few days under the protection of the 
military), were laid completely idle. From the long strike of the pit- 
men the want of coals at this time was very severely felt by the ma- 
nufacturers and inhabitants of the different towns. For some time 
detachments of regulars, horse and foot, assisted by parties of Col. 
Bell's cavalry and dismounted troop, were stationed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wallsend ; sentries constantly patrolled at certain 
places for the protection of the engines and premises, and the men 
who were at work ; during the night, squadrons of cavalry scoured 
the country in various directions, as the idle men were at this time 
showing a very turbulent disposition, and rather than accede to the 
terms offered, many of them with their wives and children were 
wandering about Northumberland and Durham begging. 

May 12. — The annual customary perambulation of the river 
Tyne was performed by the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, the river jury, and other members of the 
corporate body. The day was remarkably fine, and, on returning 
to die mansion-house from Shields, between one and two o'clock in 
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the afternoon, the scene on the river was animated and cnlmnBK; 
every mark of respect being at all times paid to this kind and wd- 
intentioned magistrate. The Swan steam-boat, oontaining the 
stewards of the incorporated companies, waa tastefully decoratadp 
and had the following words painted on its paddle caaea, vis.^- 
"Archibald Reed £sqr*s. Fifth MAYoaALTY.'* It likewisi 
bore tlie two flags which had been presented to the atewards by 
the representatives of the town, to be used on this occaaioD. After 
the parties had partaken of some refreshment at the ho spi t ahl t 
mansion of the chief magistrate, they set out for Hedirin Streans 
and returned to Newcastle at nine o'clock in the evening, after 
spending the afternoon in festive commemoration of thia ancient 
and favourite custom. Horse racing and other amuaementa took 
place on the island, called the King's Meadows, on that and the 
preceding day. 

1831 (May 16^. — There was likely to be a serioua riot at SooA 
Shields colliery, in consequence of an attempt to prevent the bound 
men from going to their work, which was only put down by the 
timely interference of Mr. Fairies, a magistrate of the place, and 
a party of marines. The next morning, an immense number of 
pitmen congregated at Hebburn colliery, and threw down the shaft 
all the corves, rolleys, and loose materials, to the great terror of 
the men below. Further damage was prevented by the appear^ 
ance of the military. Four troops of Col. Bell's cavalry were dis- 
missed, in consequence of the arrival at Newcastle of two troops of 
the 3d dragoons. About the middle of June, the pitmen generally 
resumed their labours. 

May 20. — As a coble containing six pilots was going out of Sun- 
derland harbour to a light vessel in the offing, it was struck by a heavy 
sea and upset, and five of the men, viz. : — James Jones, Abraham 
Jones, John Wardle, William Brown, and Robert Appleby, were 
drowned. The individual saved was washed near the north pier, 
from whence a line was thrown, and he was hauled upon the quay. 
Three of the bodies, with tlie father of James Jones widow, who 
died on the same day the accident happened, were interred on the 
Wednesday following. They were all carried in one funeral pro- 
cession, which deeply affected the vast concourse of spectators. 

May 21. — Was opened the large tomb in the Galilee of Dur- 
ham cathedral, in which such of the bones of the venerable Bede, 
as were in possession of the monks of Durham, were buried at the 
reformation. There were present, William Stephen Gilly, M. A., 
sub-dean ; Thomas Gisbomc, M. A., residentiary ; James Raine, 
M. A., librarian ; William Jopling, mason ; Francis Bulmer ; Geo. 
Heron ; Ralph Stockley ; Robert Carr ; and Henry Carr. Two 
thin copper coins of the Hanseatic towns, (or, as they are gener- 
ally denominated, abbey pieces,) were found in the soil near the 
surface ; and below, at the depth of about three feet, disposed in 
a grave of nearly six feet in length, the following human bones, 
viz. ; — The palvarium, tolerably perfect, consisting of the os frontia 
and ossa parietalia ; the ossa temporalia and portions of the bones of 
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the basb of the skull ; the lower Jaw bone, containing no teeth, 
their sockets ossified, affording the idea of an aged person ; a por- 
tion of two malar bones ; the heads of both the humeri ; the ra- 
dius and ulna of one fore arm, the os humeri of the other ; eight 
bones of the tarsi of the feet ; a portion of the sternum ; the thigh 
bones. £ach of these bones was found exactly in the relative po- 
sition it would have occupied if the body had been entire. Some 
portions of decayed wood and moist soft dust appeared along the 
whole length of the grave, remains apparently of the coffin in which 
the bones had been placed, A large thumb ring of iron covered 
with a thick coating of gold was discovered in the place which the 
right hand would have occupied had it been there. It appeared, 
however, to have been placed upon a bone, for which as it was too 
large, the intervening space had been filled up with coarse woollen 
cloth, portions of which remained. The device is a cinque foil* 
The ring is deposited in the library, along with the relics of St. 
Cuthbert, which were discovered May 17th, 1827, which see. 
After a cast had been made of the skull, which was o£ a very 
strange formation, the bones were carefully deposited in a strong 
box of oak covered with lead, together with a record upon parch- 
ment of the above particulars, and were carefully re-interred, and 
the massive superincumbent altar tomb of blue marble was replaced 
on the following day. A while afterwards was cut in bold letters 
on the summit of the tomb, the old monkish verse ; — 

*< HAC SVNT IN FOSSA BJEDA VENERABILIS OSSA.** 

The cast of the skull is in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Raine, 
who has promised to give to the public a more detailed account of 
the discovery. For an account of the venerable Bede, see May 
29M, 735, vol. i ., page 7. 

1831 (May 28y. — The first number of a newspaper, entitled the 
«< Sunderland Herald, Shields and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser," was published at Sunderland, by Thomas Marwood and 
Co. It is at present published by Thomas Marwood. 

May — This month, some workmen employed in taking down 
the premises in the High-bridge, Newcastle, formerly the poultry 
i market, but latterly occupied as a soup kitchen, for the purpose of 
erecting a public house, in excavating the earth for the purpose of 
making a cellar, the remains of a GoUiic arch was discovered, and 
amongst the rubbish some very large stones were found, and three 
fragments of dressed stone, which appeared to have formed part of 
a church or a chapel window. In corroboration of this, the work- 
men in the August following, whilst digging in order to form a 
conduit between the house and the common sewer, a part of a 
skull and several human bones were turned up, together with some 
pieces of wood, having the appearance of coffin-wood in decay. 

June 2. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at 
Usworth, intended as a phapel of ease to the parish church of 
Washington, in the county of Durham. For this undertaking the 
public were indebted to the laudable exertions of the rector, the 
Rev. H. Percivid, and a few of the principal proprieton of that 
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parish, and a piece of ground for the tite of the church and church 
yard, was presented by Lord Ravensworth and partners. The 
style of architecture is that of the early pototed Gothic, and it 
from a desien of Mr. Green, architect, of Newcastley who condudp 
ed the work. 

1831 (June \S), — The Rev. John Hodgson, vicar of Kirkwhelp- 
ington, and author of the History qfNorthumberkmdj S^c, Sfc^ ander 
the direction of the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, on this and 
the three following days, had a considerable number of workmen em- 
ployed in dis-interring the remains of several curious Roman 
buildings at the famous ancient Roman city o£fforeovicus or Hmm 
Steads on the line of the Roman wall in Northumberland. George 
Gibson, of Redesmouth, esq., owner of the place ; the Rev. Jaroei 
Raine, of Durham ; the Rev. Anthony Hedley, of Whitfield ; Mr. 
Jefferson, of Hexham ; Mr. Thomas Hodgson (Newcastle), and 
Mr. R. W. Hodgson, were also present during part of the time the 
excavations were carrying on. These researches laid open the 
southern gate-way of the fortifications of the place ; two granaries 
and kilns contiguous to each of them for drying corn; and a veiy 
perfect Hypocaustum for heating the water of a tank, either for 
the purpose of a Sudatory or a kitchen. 

Mine 14. — The foundation stone of an addition to the parish 
church of Hurworth upon Tees, was laid by James N. Collyer, 
esq., and also on the same day, the first stone was laid by Mrs. 
Hartley, of a National school for 150 female children, which cere- 
monies were accompanied by appropriate prayers by the Rev. John 
Greenside, curate of Hurworth, and a suitable and feeling address 
to the children of the place, by Mr. Collyer. 

June 20. — At the Canongate Court-room, Edinburgh, Thomas 
Drummond, of Riddick, in the county of Durham, grandson and 
heir male of the body of James, sixth earl of Perth, commonly cal- 
led the " duke of Perth," was, by a respectable jury, unanimously 
served nearest and lawful heir male of his deceased great grand 
uncle, Lord Edward Drummond, who took upon liim the title of 
earl of Perth, and who was the youngest and last surviving son, and 
last heir male of the body of James, the fourth earl of Perth. The 
circumstances connected with this claim were said to be of the 
most interesting nature. See April 2St/i, 1830. 

June 22. — In the evening, the foundation stone of the new 
building of the Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution was 
laid in the Green Bat, in that town, with great ceremony. Up- 
wards of sixty of the members and their friends assembled at the 
Star inn, at six o'clock, and marched in procession through the 
principal streets to the site of the building. The procession was 
preceded by a band of music and the flags of the free shoemakers 
and butchers, and a tri-coloured union flag. Mr. George Tate, 
one of the members read a paper respecting the institution and its 
projected building, after which the paper, along with a few annual 
reports, and a catalogue of books then in the library, were deposit- 
ed in the foundation stone. John Lambert, esq., who presented 
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tlie society with the site for the building, laid the foundation stone ; 
after which Mr. Lambert addressed the assembly at considerable 
length, pointing out the advantages to be derived by the members 
individually, and the moral and political good resulting to the com- 
munity from such institutions. The procession headed by the music 
and the banners then returned to the Star inn. The same evening 
the event was further celebrated by an economical public supper in 
the town-hall, John Carr, esq., of Bondgate-hall, in the chair. Up- 
wards of ninety members and friends attended, when many loyal and 
appropriate heialths were drunk. See November \Sth \%2^ypage 180. 

1831 (June 23^. — Died, at Edinburgh, whither he had gone for 
the benefit of his health, aged 63 years, Mr. Edward Walker, printer 
and proprietor of the Newcastle CouranU The following charac- 
ter of Mr. Walker is given in the above journal of July 2d, 1831 :— 
^' As the conductor of a periodical journal, he was impartial and 
sincere. Founding his judgment upon facts alone, he carefully se- 
lected them from the mass of detail that weekly came before him, 
and lefl his readers to form their own conclusions. A spirit of 
theory, or of speculation, was alike foreign to his character. His 
mind was single, and his purpose plain, — the benefit of his fellow- 
townsmen, and of the real interests of his country, being the ruling 
objects of his editorial career. He conducted this paper through 
an eventful period of thirty-five years ; and even his political op- 
ponents will allow that he did so, steadily, perseveringly, and, to the 
best of his judgment, for the public good. In private life he waa 
sincerely and deservedly respected ; and his good-feeling towards 
many or the benevolent institutions of the town, will be best ap- 
preciated by those who have been deprived of his assistance." 
Mr. Charles Henry Cook, executor of the late Mr. Edward Walker, 
published his first paper. No. 8163; on the 9th of July, 1831, by 
whom it is continued. Mr. Walker, afler having purchased the 
property of the Newcastle Courant o£Sce, published his first paper 
February the 20th, 1796. This is the oldest established journal in 
the north. See August \st, 1711, vol. upage 132. 

June, — The foundation stone of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim 
street, Newcastle, was laid. This when finished will be a most 
extensive and magnificient building. It was projected and built by 
Mr. Richard Grainger, to whom Newcastle is much indebted for 
the various improvements already made by that interprising builder. 
The Leazes -terrace and the Leazes-crescent, Blackett-street, El- 
don-square, &c. &c., owe their origin to Mr. Grainger. These are 
most healthy and pleasant situations. 

July 3. — The poor-house at Easington, in the county of Dur- 
ham, was set on fire by lightning. A little girl was killed and two 
other children were struck by the electric fluid, but were not se- 
riously hurt. A man was so severely injured, that he was not 
expected to recover. The house received trifling damage, as the 
flames were speedily got under. 

Same day, the << City of Edinburgh," steam-packet, then sailing 
between Newcastle and London, with goods and passengers, left 
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the former place on the abore day (Sunday), at nine o'cUxk in 
the evening, arrived in London at four o'clock on the Tuesday 
afternoon, delivered her cargo, took in another, lefl London at 
eleven o'clock the same evening, and arrived at Shields at three 
o'clock on the Thursday afternoon, performing the voyage from 
Shields to London and back, in six hours within the four dajrs ! 
being a dispatch unprecedented in sea travelling. 

1831 fJuly 4^. — The first stone of a new chapel at Benwdl 
High-cross, near Newcastle, was laid by the Rev. John Dodd, vicar of 
Newcastle, in the presence of the committee, and a considerable 
concourse of spectators. There was formerly a chapel near the 
old mansion-house adjoining the village of Benwell, but which has 
long since ceased to exist. See October 12M, pa^ 63. 

JuUf 7. — The new and elegant chain bridge over the river 
Tees, at Whorlton, about three miles below Barnardcastle, erected 
from the designs and under the direction of Mr. Green, architect, 
of Newcastle, was opened for public use by a procession, consisting 
of a band of music, the architect, and the committee of manage* 
ment (Archdeacon Headlam, Thomas Harrison, esq.. Captain 
Dinsdale, the Rev. William Potts, T. Wheldon, esq., and Cornelius 
Harrison, esq.), on horseback, followed by a train of twenty-seven 
carriages, and a very numerous assemblage of spectators on horse- 
back and on foot. The procession moved from Whorlton, alonff 
the bridge to Thorpe, the seat of Colonel Craddock, and returned 
along the bridge again to Whorlton, when after giving three times 
three cheers for the completion of the underfiaking, and ** God save 
the King" from the band, the party separated. A number of gen- 
tlemen afterwards dined at the inn at Greta-bridge, Archdeacon 
Headlam, in the chair. Messrs. Welsh, of Gateshead, were the 
builders. The foundation of the north pier was laid August lOth, 
1830. The main chains were thrown over the piers, and safely 
moored into the rock on each side, April 1st, 1831. The span be- 
tween the points of suspension is 180 feet. See June 9en, 1829^ 
page 254. 

Julg 9. — An explosion of hydrogen gas took place in the King 
pit, near Wreckenton, belonging to the owners of Birtley iron 
works, by which two overmen named John Dakers and John Bog- 
gon, and a boy, lost their lives. Happily the workmen had not all 
descended the pit at the time, or the loss would have been great. 
It was supposed to have been occasioned by a door having been 
left open in the mine. 

Jmg 11. — Dr. Bedale, the celebrated swimmer, having an- 
nounced that on this day he would swim from Shields to Newcas- 
tle, the bridge at the latter place and the banks of the river Tyne, 
were crowded with persons till the time of high water. The 
doctor, however, did not make the attempt, in consequence of the 
impediment he experienced from the number of boats by which he 
was surrounded ; he therefore, desisted, after swimming a short 
way. On the following day (Tuesday), however, he swam from 
the Ousebum to Scotswood-bridge, a distance of about five miles. 
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and certainly displaced great skill both in floating and swimming. 
On the 9th, he exhibited his skill in the river Wear, at Durham, 
and on the 14th, he displayed his powers in a similar way at Sun* 
derland. 

1831 (July 22^. — For some time the seamen of the port of New-* 
castle had demanded, and received in many instances, an advance of 
wages from £3. to fA^ on the London voyage. This advance in- 
duced numbers of men to leave their ships at London, Hull, and 
other places, to return home, thus causing an influx of hands to a 
much greater extent than could possibly be employed, and many 
consented to work for less than £4. rather than be idle. The re- 
mainder, however, appeared to be determined that none should fg!^ 
under the increased rate, and adopted a system of unjustifiable in- 
timidation. On the above day, two men were ill-treated in South 
Shields, for having sailed for under wages, and for some days ve8« 
aels were boarded on their proceeding to sea, and their crews 
threatened with punishment if they did not leave their ships. July 
26th, the Adas was boarded by a number of men, who demanded 
the articles, and being refused, attempted to stop the vessel. As- 
sistance was immediately sent from his H. M. S. Orestes, and 
sixteen of them were taken on board that vessel, and next day sent 
under guard to Newcastle, for examination, when they were held 
to bail for their appearance at the next sessions. 

July 25. — The first coals were shipped at Port Scaham, in a 
fine brig, the property of John Buddie, esq., called the Lord Sea- 
ham, which was towed out by two steam-boats about four o'clock, 
amidst the firing of cannon and the cheering of about five thousand 
people. The marquess of Londonderry with Mr. Buddie and se- 
veral other gentlemen, were on the pier to witness the ceremony, 
and the attendance of fifteen steam vessels from Newcastle, Sun- 
derland, Stockton, &c., crowded with passengers, rendered it a 
very gay and interesting scene. 

July 27. — •< Mr. Dunbar's exhibition of the works of Foreign 
and British Sculptors," at No. 2, Oxford-street, New Bridge-street, 
Newcastle, was opened to the public. It contained upwards of 
one hundred and fifly specimens in marble, bronze, alabaster, 
ivory, terracotta, &c., in addition to the celebrated group of the 
graces by Canova, the Venus de Medicis, Terpsichore, the Lang- 
down Venus, and a colossal statue of his majesty, king William 
the Fourth. Also a figure of the well-known eccentric character, 
William Purvis, better known by the name of Blind Willie, now 
80 years of age, who was baptized at All Saints* church, in New- 
castle, on the 16th of February, 1752, and is the son of John 
Purvis, waterman. For an account of this eccentric, 9M February 

This month, died, at Cantsmill, near Elsdon, in Northumber- 
land, Mr. Robert Bolam, aged 100 years. 

July 29. — About half-past two o'clock on the morning, a bake- 
house belonging to Mr. Scott, in Grindon Chare, on the Quay, 
Newcastle, was discovered to be oa fire by some pitmen going to 
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work* In a few minutes after, the flames burst out in ereij pan 
of the builduig. In a short time the engines of the Newcastle^ 
8un, and North British fire-offices, and tl^ engines from the btf^ 
racks arrived, and by the skill with which they were applied under 
the direction of various individuals, the surrounding houses were 
preserved. The police officers and the military rendered most in* 
portant assistance in extinguishing the fire, and in presenring the 
goods from plunder and devastation. The premises consumcdp 
were, a bake-house, a barber's shop, the shop of Mr. Laing, hosier, 
the shop of Mr. Gisbume, stationer, Mr. Scott's fruit lofby and 
Mr. Frost's office. The roof of Mr. Robert Oliver, the draper^s 
house, part of his furniture and books, and the roof of Messrs. 
Mackey and Smith's, drapers house, were also burnt. The drapery 
goods of Messrs. Mackey and Smith were partly injured by the 
water ; and the hosiery of Mr. Laing, and the stationery of Mr. 
Gisbume also suffered in the removal. The public-house of Mr. 
Teasdale also suffered by the fire. The property of Messrs. Oliver, 
Mackey and Smith, and Gisbume, were partly insured. The 
premises were not insured. The morning was fortunately calm, or 
great havoc might have been made among the shipping. This 
conflagration laid bare a part of what had been originally the chapel 
of St. John of Jerusalem. See May 1829, page 252. 

1831 (July 29^. — The foundation stone of a new church was laid 
at North Sunderland, by one of Lord Crewe's trustees. Owing to the 
increase of the population, the accommodation given to the fisheries 
off that coast, the improvement of the harbour, and the quantity 
of lime and com sent from thence. North Sunderland has become 
of much consequence to the county. 

July^l. — Died, in St. John's poor-house, in Newcastle, aged 68 
years, William Scott, better known by the name of Cull BiUy^ one of 
the eccentric characters of that town, and though subject to general 
aberration of mind, yet he ofYen astonished persons by his shrewd 
answers to questions when put to him. When I first knew Billy, 
he lived with his mother, a poor old woman, in the Pudding Chare^ 
Newcastle, who gained a livelihood by selling wooden and earthen 
ware. His mother, who was only four feet in height, was almost as 
great an object of pitv as her son. Being the widow of a free 
burgess, she and her daughter were admitted inmates of the ho^ 
pital for the widows of decayed merchants, in the Manor Chare, 
where she died, and her daughter was afterwards found burnt to 
death in her apartment. Billy during the early part of the war 
with France, when troops were constantly stationed in Newcastle^ 
used to precede the drums as they paraded daily through the 
streets, taking his station in advance of the drum-major, with a 
besom shank for his staff* He used also at this time to preach in 
the streets to large audiences of boys, &c., who generally repaid his 
good advice with showers of stones, mud, &c., and as soon as he 
lefl his stand, the boys followed him around the streets, beating 
and hooting him, as they would have done a cat or a dog. Being per- 
fectly harmless (unless raised .to madness by ill usage), his forlorn 



A. D. 1831.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. S07 

and pitiable conditioD aroused on his behalf a very able defen- 
der, who, under die signature of J. S., in the Newcastle Chroniclc» 
of the 28th of August, 1802, appealed to the public in the follow- 
ing pathetic strain : — 

" Whence those cria my soul that hirrow ? 

Whence those yells that wound my ear ? 
'Tis the ln]de88 child of sorrow ! 

Tis poor Billy's plaint 1 hear. 

Now in taUer^d pHifht I see him, 

Teazing crowds around him press ; 
Ah ! will none from insult free him ? 

None his injuries redress? 

Filled with many a fearful notion, 

Now he utters piercing cries ; 
Starting now with sudden motion. 

Swiftly through the streets he hies. 

Poor, fiirlom and hapless creature. 

Victim of insanity ; 
Sure it speaks a ruthless nature. 

To oppress a wretch like thee. 

When by generous friends protected. 

All thy actions told thee mild, 
Tho* by reattM undirected, 

And the prey of fimdes wild. 

Of those friends did heaven deprive thee, 

None alas ! supply 'd their place ! 
And to madness now to drive thee. 

Ceaseless strives a cruel race. 

Youth fiirlom ! tho* crowds deride thee, 

Gentle minds fbr thee must grieve ; 
Back to remton wiak to guide thee, 

And thy eY*ry want relieve. 

Ofrom this sad state to snatch thee. 

Why delay the good and kind9 
pup caUs on them to watch thee. 
And to tranquillize thy mind.** 

Soon after the publication of this appeal, the compassion of the 
mrerseers of St John's parish (wherein Billy resided) was excited, 
and he was taken into the poor-house, where he was kept confined 
until the turbulence of his spirit was reduced, and here ne remain- 
ed until his death. It is said that in his juvenile years every en- 
deavour had been made to cive him a good education, but without 
the desired effect ; however his shrewd preaching, repeating certain 
prayers, which he did in a clear and distinct manner, and ms being 
able to write, shew that he had acquired some instruction. The 
following is a copy verbatim of one of his promissory notes, in the 
possession of Mr. G. A. Brumell : — << I Promise to Pay Mr, George, 
Atley Brumell, or Bearer, Thee Sum, of one Pound, or you may, 
Pay It to me, William Scott, Saint Johns, Parish House SO Day 
September/* This was written in the year 1825. Having a par- 
ticiilar aversion to the title of poor-house, he always designated it 
^the Fluish House. The following copy of an advertiaemeDt, dated 
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June 2Srd, 1770, was from the father of this eccentric : — ^ Wil- 
liam Scott, Joiner and Cabinet-maker, late at the Head of the 
Side, Newcastle, takes this method of acquainting his friends and 
the public, that he is removed to a new house, near Mr. Dagnia's 
at the Forth, where he continues to carry on the House Carpenter 
and Joiner Business in all its branches, and likewise makes all sorts 
of Household Furniture of Mahogany, Walnut-tree, WainscoC* 
Beech, &c. He returns his sincere thanks to his friends for past 
favours, and promises to all who please to employ him, to do their 
business as well and as reasonable as can be afforded. Orders will 
be punctually executed and gratefully acknowledged.'^ A portrait 
of this eccentric may be had of .Fohn Sykes. 

1831 fAug, I J. — A new colliery at Waldridge Fell, belonging to 
Messrs. Sowerby and Co., was opened for the vend of coals. A 
great number of the inhabitants of Chester-le-Street and the neigh- 
bourhood assembled on the occasion. Shortly after twelve o'clockt 
the first waggon load of coals was drawn off amid the loud cheers 
of the populace, accompanied by a full band of music. The extent 
of the railway from the colliery to the river Tyne was nearly eleven 
miles. A party of gentlemen afterwards dined together at the 
Lambton Arms, in Chester-le-Street, in celebration of the eyent» 
and the workmen were also regaled with roast beef and plumb 
pudding, ale, &c. For a most daring outrage done to this colliery, 
see December 24M, 1831. 

Atigust 4. — The first number of a weekly paper entitled ** The 
Albion ; or Shields, Newcastle, Sunderland, and Durham Weekly 
Advertiser,'' was printed and published at South Shields, by B. G. 
Sharp and Co., and given gratis. It contained nothing but adver- 
tisements. This was the only number that appeared. 

August \3, — The colliers of the Tyne and the Wear, to the number 
of 10,000 or 12,000, met at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham. 
During the forenoon the roads in the vicinity presented an unusual 
bustle, the men walking in procession from the different collieries, 
bearing flags and banners, and in two or three instances attended 
by bands of music. The banners were numerous and of the gayest 
description, nearly all being embellished with a painted design, or 
with a motto more or less connected with the recent struggle of 
the pitmen and their employers. The object of the meeting was 
to get up an address to his majesty, thanking him for his benefi- 
cent attention to the wants of his people, for the reform bill, and 
for the support he Iiad given to his ministers. About twelve 
o'clock, the speakers, who consisted of a few of the delegates from 
each colliery, mounted a cart, and proceeded to the business of the 
day. Tliomas Hepburn first presented himself, and recommended 
order, sobriety, and attention to their religious duties, as the best 
means they could adopt to preserve the advantages they had gained, 
and to keep up in the public mind that favourable feeling which 
had been so generally elicited towards them during the strike. 
He was followed in a similar strain by Robert Arkle, Charles Par- 
kinson, B. Pile, and R. Atkinson, the latter of whom recommended 



A. D. 1831.] KEMAHKABLE EVENTS. 809 

that Hepburn (one of the most active promoters and sustainers of the 
strike) should be appointed by the Union of the trade, and be main- 
tained by the same body, to visit the different collieries, and enforce 
the rules of the union, the necessity of good conduct, and the duty 
of attention to the education of the younger branches of their fami- 
lies. The several addresses were patiently listened to, and loudly 
applauded ; they were delivered with peculiar fervour, and when 
touching on the results of the strike, and the steps necessary to be 
taken in consequence, they exhibited considerable acuteness as to 
the course of conduct which could alone preserve to them the ad- 
vantages they had acquired, and render them deserving of them. 
The topic least commented on was that which they had met chiefly 
to discuss. They had no resolutions prepared respecting it — no 
address to his majesty to lay before the meeting. It was at length 
resolved, however, that the delegates should meet that day week 
and prepare one ; and that, in the mean time, the signatures of 
the workmen at each collieiy should be procured for the pur- 
pose of affixing them to it. Tiianks having been voted to the pub- 
lic for their sympathy, and to the king and his excellent ministers, 
particularly to Lords Grey, Brougham, and Durham, the bands 
were ordered to strike up the national anthem, which they did 
very effectively, amidst tremendous cheering. The immense as- 
semblage then dispersed in a similar order to that in which they 
arrived. 

1831 (Aug, 16^. — On this day (Tuesday), the first number of a 
newspaper entitled << The Northumberland Advertiser, and Agricul- 
tural, Shipping, and Commercial Journal," was printed and pub- 
lished at North Shields by William Fordyce. 

August 18. — Died, in Pandon, Newcastle, aged 106 years, 
Hugh Smith, commonly known by the appellation of Blue Breeks ; 
he went about in his usual health till within a short time of his 
death. 

August 25. — The address agreed to at the meeting ofpitmen on 
Boldon Fell, was dispatched on the evening of this day ( Thursday ), 
to Lord Melbourne for presentation to his majesty, after havmg 
received 11,561 signatures from the workmen employed at 57 col- 
lieries on the rivers Tyne and Wear. 

August 30. — Died, at the house of her son-in-law, at Washuig* 
ton Mill House, Durham, Mrs. Isabella Smith, in her 100th year. 

August — " The asylum for female Penitents, for Newcastle 
upon Tyne and its vicinity," was established. A house was taken 
and entered upon in Villa Place, capable of receiving eight or ten 
inmates, and within six months it was full, and several applicants 
had been refused admission, very reluctantly, for want of room ; 
this induced the committee to call (by circular, dated Februaiyy 
1832,) upon the benevolent and humane public, to enable them to 
obtain a large house and an assistant matron. Mr. Brand, under 
the year 1763, says, ** July 9th, mention occurs of a design in agi- 
tation, to establish an hospital in Newcastle for the reception of 
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penitent prostitutes."* The late aldeiman, Hugh Hornby, es^ 
m his notes to Brand's History, says, ** TUs was only a jest* on- 
ginating at a tavern among some persons of a bacchanalian di^po- 
sition. 

1831 (Sept SJ. — In the evenug a new Methodiat chapel wis 
opened m Park-street, Darlin^on, by the Rev. Jabez Bunting 
M. A., the chapel previously m use« though very cooimodioni^ 
having poved too small for the great increase of the members of 
that society in Darlington and the neighbourhood. 

September 5. — Whilst a man named Walker, banksman at Ehrct 
colliery, near Durham, was laying hold of a corf of coab which 
had been drawn to the mouth of the shaft, he was nearly precipi- 
tated to the bottom owing to the mismanagement of the mdividud 
who attended, inasmuch as he lowered the corf instead of laisiog 
it, which caused Walker to fall with his head downwards, and ftf 
ing with his hands in the corf, whilst his feet were caught by some 
projection at the side of the shafl ; he remained in l£is position 
until a person, not fiur from the spot, came and rescued him, by 
drawing him up by the feet. The poor fellow when placed safe, 
was so sensible of the dangerous situation he had been in, that* he 
burst into tears. 

September 6, — Died, at his house in Anderson-place, New- 
castle, George Anderson, esq^ F. S. A., formerly major of the Skh 
regiment of foot, and a deputy-lieutenant and magistrato of the 
county of Northumberland, in the 71st year of his age. Major 
Anderson was very liberal to various of the public institutions of 
Newcastle ; he presented a valuable painting to the parish of St 
Andrew, which is placed over the altar tabic of that church feee 
page 24*), he also contributed liberally towards the building of 
the new chapel of St. Thomas at the Barras-bridge fsee October 
19/A, 1830), and by will lefl the following bequests : — to the church 
of St. Andrew £100 to repair and ornament the tower, and a 
further bequest of £400 to erect a spire 100 feet high, if the tower 
shall be found capable of bearing it, his wish being that it may be 
visible from Durham, and be an ornament to the town. He also 
lefl to St. John's church £200, to raise a spire 50 feet high on the 
tower thereof, with his arms engraven thereon ; and £500 to St 
Nicholas* church for the purpose of obtaining a large bell to strike 
the hours upon, all of which bequests to be null and void if not 
complied with in the course of three years from his death. He 
was interred in St. Nicholas' church ; his funeral was attended by 
a great number of gentry and a long train of carriages. A short 
account of Anderson-place may perhaps be interesting: — It was 
built in the year 1580 by Robert Anderson, merchant, out of the 
offices and nearly upon the site of the Franciscan Friary. It was 
in this house that King Charles I. was kept a prisoner whilst in 
Newcastle. See voL t. page 100. Sir Francis Anderson, knU, in 

* Brand's Historjr of Newcastle, vol. ii. page 540. 
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the year 1675 conveyed it to Sir William Blacketl, bart., vrho 
added the two wings without preserving the style and unironnity 
of the original building. It afterwards came into the possessior * ' 
Sir Walter Blackett, bart., M. P. for Newcastle, by his marrii ^ 
with Sir William's grand-daughter. Sir Waller Blackett, who died j 
in 1777, kept an almost princely establishment here. See Febntm I 
ary 14-, mi, vol. i.paffe 309. After Sir Walter's death it was firil 
offered (o the corporation of Newcastle, but refused I After thi% I 
in the year I7tj-i, Sir Thomas Blackett, called upon Mr. Georga 
Aodcrson, an opuleot builder,* who instantly closed the purchase* 
His son. the late Major Anderson, styled it Anderson -place, it 
having been, at two distant periods, in the possession of different J 
families of the same name. It at present forma three distinct houseti .] 
I possess a tcnree, large, and curious bird's-eye view of this buildianl 
drawn by Knyff', and engraved by Kyp, entitled " The Seat tfj 
the Honble. Sr. Wm. Blackett, Bar"., with part of the Town rf J 
Newcastle upon Tyne." The arms of Blackett, impaling Conyers.-^ T 
What are now email dwelling-houses facing into Pilgrim-streeti | 
appear to have been at that time sUibling and out-houses; 
range of which, from High Friar-lane to Richmond-court, contaiu I 
three gates and a door. Near the centre gate or principal entranc* 
is shewn what was called Blackett's Pant. The other principal 
objects shewn in this print are Brigham's Alms-houses, tbrming tli0 
angle between Pilgrim-street and High Friar-street ^see the gear 
1534, vol. i. page 72), Pilgrim-street gale and the town-wall, to 
and with Newgate, St. Andrew's church, St. John's church, and 
St. Nicholas' church, and the whole of the ground most beautifully 
laid out in gardens, &c,, belonging to this princely mansion, the 
ground of which is said to have been more extensive ttian any 
other house in the kingdom within a walled town. 

1831 fSept. &J — Being the day set apart for the celebration of 
the coronation of King William IV., and his illustrious consort, at 
Newcastle, the morning was ushered in with every mark of respect 
and joy. At an early hour the guns from the castle tirud a royal 
salute, and the bells of the various churches rung merrily, and the 

• The following is extnielcd from the books of the brictlfljen'companj': — 
" June )3, B7ie. — George Anderson, son of Tfaoinaa Anderson, Intp of Den- 
well, Taylor, apprentice to Ueorge Stoildart by Inde. Diil«d 10th May 1710. 
SEdwd. JoHtttoa, Esq. Mnvor. 
Roaem Matfes, E»q. Sberiff." 

I Sir WiJliam BUckett, hart., of Newcastle, Wnllington, and Heibam 
Pnory, mnrrieil .Julia, only ilauRliterof'SirClirislopber Conyers, of Horden, 
in the county of Durhnm. He vaa mavor of Newcastle in the yeais lOSS 
and less ; eorernoT of the Hoaatmen'sCompiinv in the vears 1GB4, 1091, 
and \e»ii M. P. fnr Newsotle, from the rear IGS.*) to hia (Intb. in the ytax 
I7B6; created a baronet 33d January, I0S4, b^haberiffaf NorUiumberlaDd 
in the fear ICltf). He dieit in London, ana was burieil in St. Nicholas' 
church, in Newcastle, December 20th, 1705. The expense of bis litQLTsI 
wsiXfiSa. 14i., one ilcmuf which sum wa9, ■> l,Z3G pairc of colour'd double 
Blithed D;ldve« si 2i. per paire, or for as many as are used." He waa the 
Ikther of Sir William Blackett, bart, whose marriage and deUb ia given in 
TuL i. page UI. 
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shops were very generally closed, all business beii^ suspended. 
On the momine the corporate body of the town went m procemm 
to St Nicholas church, and attended divine service ; an excellent 
and appropriate sermon was preached bv the Rev. John Dodd, 
vicar, from Ist Tim. chap. ii. verses 1 and 2. Dinners in honour 
of the coronation were held at various places in that town. His 
worship, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, gave a grand dinner at the 
mansion-house ; the stewards of the incorporated companies dined 
at Mr. Taylor's, the George inn, in Pilgrim-street, which displayed 
a number of loyal flags during the day. The mayor and copora- 
tion, and the brethren of the Trinity-house, jrave £20., to be con- 
tested for by six-oared boats on Uie river fyne ; the contest to 
commence from the high end of Sandgate, and the boats were to 
proceed up the river, round the island called the King's Meadows, 
and back to the bridge. After a well-contested struggle, the race 
was won by the William Clayton, Ist, receiving £10., the Fljrinff 
Fish, 2d., receiving £6. ; and the Robert Bell, 3d., receiving ££ 
Three other boats started, which came in as follows : — John Bow- 
man 4th, the Tyne 5th, and the Calypso 6th. According to previous 
announcement, Mr. Green, the aeronaut, ascended in his magnifi- 
cent balloon from the Spital Field, amidst a great concourse of 
spectators. He was accompanied by Major Callender, and it was 
his 96tli ascent.* The day was not the most favourable, being 
very heavy and inclined to wet. The balloon, however, rose from 
the earth in grand style, taking a direction nearly west, with an 
almost imperceptible motion. Afler remaining a considerable time 
in view, the balloon sunk behind a cloud, but it appeared again just 
like a speck, then disappeared, and was not again visible. Ailer 
remaining about half an hour in the air, it descended upon the fine 
lawn in front of Close House, about eight miles from Newcastle, 
the seat of Mrs. Bewicke, to whose kind hospitality the Aeronauts 
were much indebted for her liberal supply of every sort of refresh- 
ment. It is worthy of remark, as a singular coincidence that this 
lady was returning home, afler an absence of four months at her 
seat in the county of Durham, whilst the balloon was sailing over her 
head in the same direction, and just as her carriage drove up to her 
door the serial travellers alighted upon the lawn in front of it. The 
balloon was packed up upon the spot and carried upon a gate by a 
party of men to the village of Heddon on the Wall, from whence 
It was conveyed in a cart back to Newcastle ; Mr. Green and Major 
Callender accompanied it on foot, and having, on their arrival, re- 
paired by invitation to the mansion-house, they met with a very 
hearty and enthusiastic reception from the mayor and the very large 
^rty who were assembled to celebrate their majesties' coronation. 
The excellent arrangements of Mr. Green gave very general satis- 
faction. Mr. Green ascended again from Newcastle on the 12th and 
the 19th of September, which see. The dinner at the mansion-house 
was of the most splendid description ; at seven o'clock, about 200 

* Messrs. Green had, in 1825, ascended four times from Newcaatleb Set 
page 184. 
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gentlemen (invited by card) sat down, in two apartments, the right 
worshipful the mayor, and alderman Cramlington, presiding in one 
room, supported by William Smith, esq., sheriff, and John Adamson, 
esq., under sheriff, as vice-presidents ; and aldermen Forster and 
Bell presiding in the other room. On the removal of the cloth, 
the chairman called for a bumper, and said, he would trouble the 
meeting with only a few observations, but it was a pleasing reflec- 
tion to consider how many of his majesty's subjects were at that 
moment celebrating his most gracious majesty's coronation. To 
bis majesty he most devoutly wished prosperity and happiness; 
and trusted he would long reign over a free, happy, and united 
people ; this toast was drunk with four times four cheers and very 
sreat applause ; and was immediately followed by the band strik- 
mg up the national anthem of ** God save the King," and a royal 
salute fired from the castle. Many excellent and appropriate toasts 
were given and drunk with enthusiasm. The ball at the Assembly 
Rooms, in the evening, was most brilliantly attended ; nearly 160 
of the ladies and gentlemen in the neighbourhood being present* 
and the dancing was kept up with great spirit until a late hour. 
In the forenoon, the soldiers m the barracks, were reviewed by the 
commanding officer of the district, and fired a feu de joie. The in- 
mates of the Freemen's hospitals were presented with 2$. and 6d, 
each, and the poor in the different parish workhouses were regaled 
with roast beef, plum pudding, and ale. 

The Northern Political Union being determined on a public 
meeting this day, in order to move an address of thanks to his 
majesty for the reform bill, and also to adopt a petition to be pre- 
sented to the House of Lords, began to assemble about ten o'clock, 
and proceeded in a body to the town-moor, whither hustings, 
erected on waggons, were drawn for the accomodation of the 
speakers. The procession was headed by a band of music, and 
various emblematical flags, (amongst which was a large tri-coloured 
one,) gave a novel character to the scene. The weather was rather 
inauspicious, and immediately before the commencement of the 
business, the assemblage, between 2,000 and 3,000, was visited by 
a heavy shower of rain. The preliminaries having been gone 
through, Mr John Fife (surgeon^ moved that the chair be taken 
by Charles Attwood, esq. The motion was followed by loud 
cheers. Mr. Attwood said, it gave him great pleasure to preside 
at a meeting like the present. They met not now as reformers 
were wont to meet, amid peril, and obloquy and injustice, surround- 
ed by danger, and even, at times, exposed to slaughter (hear and 
cheers). They could now congratulate each other on the attain- 
ment of an object which would secure their iiberties, and establishc 
the well being of the community. They were met to congratulate 
their king, to whom they owed the triumph of meeting in peace 
and joy, in hope and in safety, to press forward a cause, whicn, ere 
long must be successful ^cheers). There was no danger now in 
granting reform, for the icing and the people were in unison ; the 
only danger now to be apprehended was from refusing it. To his 

VOL. II. s s 
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tiii({et^ they were indebted fbr tlib limj peitaee oP dUr^ «■! 
he (the chairman) could not bat view nie eccaeaipw of that ' 
narai, at this Juncture, as a profidenftial m t e r fe ff BB ee^ and a '^ 
that the spirit and necessity of refiirm was no looger to be ra 
or contended widi. If the^ were, let their ofyo t i eD t a Iwj w in ^ 
the Ydcanic elements by wKch they were sumwwidedg the wutfjtif 
storm, and lif^tning^ and earthqnaket whidi.wooU only tSaC 
nate 

** In fiery conn^grstiini strancp 

And msny s nngnhie ■tnsail*' HLonA chesBkl 

Havinff called their attention to one part of the businsas of A| 
dayr-tne congratulation of hu nM|}esty on die dirioe-hapinr eesfe^ 
sion of his royal coronataon, there was another part to wbidili 
must direct them» less grateful, perhaps, to their tedingab botes^ 
tainly not less necessary to their bteiests, and that waa to pnaa^ 
a petition to the House of Lords, imploriof then to ptom o l e df^ 
views of the long, the people, and the House of Commons^ bj|H<a 
ing the reform bilL After some further remarics, Mr. AtCMipl 
proceeded to observe, that the petition whidi would be wdanH j li i 
to their adoption had been taken great pains with, m its pr^antlii^ 
so as to make it worthy of a people who had a h%fa intereat in i|f 
boon they required, and at the same time to prove it m lapg|BB|a 
befitting the station and privileges of a body to whom it waa taw 
presented ; he requested the meeting to hear all the apeaken MA 
the same attention they had so honourably acookrded to him, to gho 
every one a fair hearing, to decide fairly, and concluded by hoping 
that the event might be fortunate (cheers). The meeting was 
afterwards severally addressed by Mr. John Fife, Mr. A. L. Fot$»t 
Mr. T. H. Bell, of Alnwick, Mr. Joseph Wateon, Mr. Charles Lsr> 
kin, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, senior,^ Mr. Weatherston, Mr. Wilson^ 
of Hexham, &c., afler which an address to his majesty and the pe- 
tition to the House of Lords were read and adopted.f The mem- 
bers of the Union and the friends of Reform then left Uie ground and 
proceeded to the dinner, provision for which had been previously 
made at one shilling and sixpence each, in a field behind Fordh 
street (formerly caUed Blackett's-field) and the town's wall, b^ 
longing to Mr. Featherston, and shortly i^r one o'clock, betwecft 
1 ,500 and 1,600 sat down. The arrangements were very complete s 
four large tents were erected, each containing two rows of tables, 
well stored with roast and boiled beef, ham, and bread. A separate 
table was set apart for the chairman and the counsel of the union. 
On each side of the square, tents were placed for the purpose of wojf^ 
plying the company with ale or spirits at their own cost. Mr. At^ 
wood again took the chair, and after dinner, proposed ** the ketM 

• Mr. Eneas Mackenzie died after a few houn' illness on the Slat Fe- 
bruary, 18:^2, which tee. 

f The petition to the House of Lords was despatched to Ijondon oa thf 
90th of September, 1832, with 80,734 signatures appended. It measured in 

length 157 jards. 
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rfhi$ wiofmtyr m terms of wanndi and a£Pection which called forth 
repeated bonli of i^iplaiiae. After the toast was drunk, the cheer- 
ins was tremendous ; a salute was fired from some cannon in the 
neig(hbooiiiood, and the cheerine was renewed for some time. The 
next toast was the ** Qmrn ama the rest qf the roycd family ;" in 
giving whidiy the chairman paid a high compliment to the exalted 
virtues of her majesty. This toast was drunk with great applause. 
The chairman, after a neat preface, next gave <* The people^ the 
only legitimate mmme cf power^'' drunk with immense cheering. 
Various other toasts were drunk, introduced by appropriate and 
effective remarks. During the dinner the balloon made its appear- 
ance as before stated, and had a grand effect, the place of ascension 
being only separated from this field by the town-wall. This im- 
mense number dined without the least disorder or inconvenience. 
This being the fiflieth year since R. Raikes, esq., devised the 
plan of Simday-school instruction, the committee of the Newcastle 
Sunday-school Union determined to hold a jubilee on the day of 
the coronation, in celebration of the event. On the morning at 
six o'clock, the teachers of the various schools met in Brunswick- 
place chapel, to crave the divine blessing upon themselves and their 
children. At ten o'clock the children and their teachers met in 
the same chapel where they were addressed by their ministers. In 
the afleraoon nearly 2,000 children, and 300 teachers took tea 
together in their respective school-rooms, when most of them were 

g'esented with a beautiful jubilee card, containing a portrait of Mr. 
aikes, and the jubilee hjrmn, << Blow ye the trumpet, blow," &c. 
(engraved by Mr. CoIIard, and supposed to be the first portrait on 
ateel done in Newcastle). In the evening a special general meet- 
ing of the Union was held in St. James chapel, Blackett-street, 
which was most numerously attended. The meeting was address- 
ed by the chairman, John Fen wick, esq., Messrs. D. H. Wilson, J. 
Heaton, W. Cruikshanks, of the Temperance Society, T. Brunt- 
ing, G. Sample, A. Reed, and J. F. Grant. The collection amount- 
ing to £7. 5«. Sd. 

In Gateshead, the children and teachers assembled in the Wes- 
leyan-chi^l when addresses were given by Messrs. Sumner, 
Mortimer, and Cruikshanks ; and in the afternoon the children par- 
took of refreshments with their teachers. A numerous party of 
the most respectable inhabitants of Gateshead celebrated the coro- 
nation by a ainner at Mr. Kenmir's, the William the Fourth inn, at 
that place ; George Hawks, esq., in the chair ; Mr. J. Fairbaim, 
vice-president. Afler the cloth was removed, the chairman, in a 
neat and appropriate address, congratulated the companv on the 
joyous cause of their assembling, idler which he proposed, '< The 
King, and may he long reign over a free, loyal, and united people/' 
which was drunk with cheers and acclamations. A gentleman of 
the company then sung << God save the King," in the chorus to 
whidi he was enthusiastically joined by the company. This toast 
watfoUowed by '' The Queen," «« The Princess Victoria" and the 
rest of the rojral family. Many other loyal and local toasts were 
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drunk, and the comiNmy separated at a late hour. Another poUic 
dinner took place in Gateshead at Mrs. Calverfst the Half Mood 
inn, by about twenty gentlemen, principally officera of Exdae of 
Gateshead and its vicinity, Robert Coulson, esq., io the chair; 
Mr. James Thompson vice-president. A numfaNn* of loyal and 
other appropriate toasts were drunk, and the evening was wpeal 
with great cheerfulness. 

The coronation day having been appointed for laying the foun- 
dation stone of a new Episcopal chapel, at Hetton, in the county 
of Durham, the ceremony took place at twelve o'clock on that day. 
The stone marked " Will. IV. Sep. 8, 1831," bemg lowered down, 
it was arranged and adjusted according to masonic rule, by G. T. 
Fox, esq., of Durham, in the presence of several of the subacribers and 
inhabitants of Hetton ; afler which an appropriate address was de* 
livered by the Rev. E. S. Thurlow, rector of Houghton-le-Sprin^ 
in which parish the chapel is situated. It is likely to be of great 
service in so populous a neighbourhood as Hetton, where there aie 
not less than 6,000 to 6,000 mostly arisen from the establishment of 
the great collieries near it. The building funds arise from sub- 
scriptions of the late and present bishops of Durham, the dean and 
chapter, and Lord Crewe s trustees, and of sundry individuab in- 
terested in the success of the coal- mines, with grants in aid by 
the parliamentary commissions, and the church building society ai 
London. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed at Stocktont 
by the bells being rung merrily, and a display of flags firora 
the Custom-house, Town-house, and numerous shipping in the 
harbour, the shops were closed, and the day was obsreved as a 
holiday. At seven o'clock on the morning, the bellman summoned 
the poor in the town to attend at the shambles, where Robert 
Lamb, esq., mayor, with his accustomed liberality and kind atten- 
tion to the wants of his fellow-creatures, at his own expense, caused 
about 160 stones of beef to be distributed, and which was done to 
between 400 and 300 families. At four o'clock, the mayor, with 
a large party of gentlemen, dined at the Town- house; the dinner 
consisted of every delicacy the season could afford; several loyal 
and appropriate toasts were drunk, and the evening was spent with 
great conviviality. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed with great re- 
spect at Darlington. The shops were all closed, the bells were 
rung during the whole of the day, a band of music paraded the 
streets, and three public dinners most respectably attended, were 
held, there being present the leading gentlemen and tradesmen of 
the town. The dinners reflected great credit on Mr. Losh, of the 
King*s-head ; Mr. Hird, of the Fleece ; and Mr. Benson, of the 
$un inn. (juns were fired in abundance, and a bonfire made at 
night ; and the eas monument (which had recently been erected 
in the Market-place,) was lighted for the first time. The day 
passed over without any accident, and the town was partly illumi- 
Dated at night. 
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A grand dinner party was held at the Londonderry-arms, Sea- 
ham harbour, to celebrate the coronation of their majesties. 

A very magnificent display of Chinese fire-works took place at 
Barnard castle, in honour of the coronation of their majesties. The 
display continued from eight o'clock till half-past eleven o'clock in 
the evening, and reflected great credit upon the ingenuity of Mr. 
T. Bell, the contriver and conductor of the exhibition. 

At Sunderland, the 82d regiment, stationed at the barracks, 
fired 9ifeu de joie in honour of the day, flags were displayed in 
various parts of the town, all business was suspended, cannons 
were fired and bells were rung. A large party of gentlemen dined 
at Kay's, the Golden Lion inn. Sir Cuthbert Sharp in the chair, 
and the poor in Sunderland workhouse were plenteously regaled 
with roast beef and plum pudding, with a sufficiency of ale. In the 
evening, the town was partly illuminated. 

At South Shields, the festivities of the day were observed by 
the ringing of bells, firing of guns, &c. At eight o'clock on the 
the morning, 500 poor families were supplied with 41bs. of beef, 
and a loaf of bread each. A fat sheep was also distributed to the 
poor by Mr. John Oyston. At half-past ten o'clock, a grand con- 
cert was given in St. Hilda's chapel by the choral society, and a 
band, Mr. Ingham performing on the organ. At one o'clock, a 
general meeting of the inhabitants was held in the market-place, 
pursuant to public notice, when a loyal address to their majesties 
was read and agreed to amid great cheering. Nicholas Fairies, 
esq., was chairman, and Robert Ingham, esq., moved the address. 
At the conclusion of the address, the band commenced playing 
" God save the King," when the choral society and the assembled 
multitude joined in singing it. Flags were displayed from the 
ships in the harbour, as well as from many houses in the town ; 
parties dined at the principal inns, the poor were also regaled with 
a dinner and ale at the workhouse, the sailors had a procession, 
and there was a display of fire works in the evening. 

At North Shields, the coronation was celebrated with every de- 
monstration of joy. The bells rung many merry peals, guns were 
fired from Clifford's-fort, and the ships in the harbour displayed a 
gay appearance, being all decorated with flags. To make the poor 
comfortable on this memorable occasion, a liberal subscription was 
entered into by the inhabitants, from the proceeds of which each 
poor family was supplied with bread, beef, and ale. £50. were 
given by the managers of the seamen's relief fund to be distributed 
to the scullermen in beef and bread. A large and respectable 
party dined at the George Tavern, when many loyal and patriotic 
toasts were drunk. The fish-women had also a dinner in their 
market on the New Quay, and got so merry, that they footed it 
'' on the light fantastic toe" before parting 

At llowdon-dock, near North Shields, there was a distribution 
of five fat sheep, one hundred loaves, and a barrel of ale, among the 
poor inhabitants of that village. 

The Harmonic society of Morpeth, held a concert of sacred 
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tnuaici in the church of that town (gratb)» to odebrnte the ooro- 
oation of their majesties (S. Fenwick, esq., presided at the organX 
which was attended b^ a most numerous and respectable audience. 
The selection was prmcipally from the works of Handely Blasoi^ 
Ac The coronation antnera was unanimously encored, and the 
performance was executed with great taste and preciaion, and re- 
flected much credit on the society. 

At Chester-le-street, the bells were rung merrily, and Mr. Joha 
Jackson, of South Shields, gave to twenty poor persons of the 
former place, one ounce of tea, one pound of sugar, and a cake' 
each, to regale themselves on the occasion of the coronation. 

On this auspicious day, great reioicings took place at all die 
towns and most of the vill^es in Northumberland and DorluHi^ 
indeed, one universal feeling, seemed to pervade the whole kbg- 
dom. 

18S1 fSepi. 11^.— Being Sunday, the coronation of the king ^ 



celebrated with great solemnity at the Catholic chapel, in 
castle. The Rev. Mr. Worswick, preached an eloquent and im- 
pressive sermon on the duty and obligation of loving one's countiy, 
after which he invoked the blessings of heaven on this beloved 
country, and its patriotic and reforming sovereign, and the coro- 
nation anthem was sun^. The solemnities of the day concluded 
with the ceremony of benediction, and the performance of a mood 
Te Deum composed by Graun. Mr. Charles Miller presi£d at 
the organ, and several gentlemen of the choral society lent their 
assistance. 

September 12. — Mr. Green and Major Callender ascended in 
the magnificent balloon of the former, a few minutes after three 
o'clock, from the yard of the gas company, in the Manors, New- 
castle. The ascent was considered private, although thousands of 
people were assembled to witness it, and every place commandiw 
a view of the yard was crowded. The balloon when disengage^t 
rose rapidly but steadily in a course towards the west ; but when 
it gained a certain elevation, it seemed to remain motionless for a 
few minutes over the town, and then took a north-easterly direc- 
tion. When at a considerable height, the aeronauts threw out a 
pigeon, which fell almost perpendicularly, until it reached a por- 
tion of the atmosphere sufficiently dense ror buoyancy and the ex- 
ercise of its wings, llie balloon, after being about an hour in the 
air, descended at Low Gosforth, nearly three miles from Newcastle. 
The day was tolerably favourable ; the clouds, though numerous, 
flying at a great height ; and the grandeur of the spectacle was 
heightened at intervals by the sun breaking out from behind the 
clouds. 

September 19. — Mr. Green made another ascent from the cor- 
poration yard, near the gas works, in the Manors, Newcastle. On 
this occasion, he was accompanied by Miss Oyston, daughter of 
Mr. Ambrose Oyston, brick manufacturer, of South Shields. An 
immense concourse of spectators were assembled to witness the 
ascent, both in the yard which was fitted up for the reception of 
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compRoy, and oa every houM top anil eminence which could com- 
mand a sight of the balloon. The day was clear, but somewhat 
windy, which occasioned a little delay in the xrronauts commenc- 
ing their journey, but the interval was agreeably filled up by let- 
ting oS* several pilot balloons. Ai this was the first time that • 
female had ascended from Newcastle, the following account fron i 
Mr. Green may be interesting: — " Between the hours of tvo and i 
three in the atiernoon of Monday last, was the time announced for i 
lay ascent, at which period a sufficiency of gas was procured fbf I 
that purpose ; but irom the force of the wind then prevailing, coni> 
bined with a desire to fulfil my engagement to the letter of my . 
announcement, 1 retioested permission from the ladies and gentle- 
men who had done me the honour of witnessing ihe preparationsi 
to wait some time after that set forth in my advertisements, at the | 
same lime informing them, that I had no doubt that in the courw J 
of a fevf minutes, there would be a sufficient lull of the wind to ( 
enable me to add to the sublimity of the ascent, which, 'in facti 
was the case. I also informed them, that if it was in accordance I 
with their wishes, I would immediately make the ascent, but from | 
the cause named, decline being accompanied by a lady; on men^ I 
tioning which, the company expressed themselves perfectly satia- [ 
fied, and remained until twenty-five minutes past four, when m^ 
companion (Miss Oyston, of South Shields^, took her seat in ths 
car, and I released the balloon from the only remaining tie whicb | 
confined it to the earth. Un first rising, the balloon took north- I 
west, a direction in which it continued about twelve minutes, when J 
it encountered a slight current from the south -80uth-«a«l ; but, on ' 
allowing a small portion of gas to escape, which 1 was compelled ' 
to do from the sudden expansion thereof, it again met with tht ^ 
original current, and after gaining an altitude of nearly a mile i 
a half, and floating Ihtrty-^ve minitUi, I effected a landing with little I 
or uo inconvenience. It was my intention to have prolonged th* 1 
excursion as far as Morpeth, but from the favourable slate of ths 1 
country over which we were hovering, I judged it imprudent so to I 
do, more especially as the wind was then blowing strongly from the ] 
south-east, and the country we were approaching being thicklv 1 
studded with trees, which would have rendered the descent muts) i 
more inconvenient, and to a certain extent dangerous. My com^ I 
panion was much delighted with the novelty of her situation, and 
the beauty of the scenery presented to her, and continually ex* 
pressed her astonishment at the comparative littleness of every 
object that met her eye. A few minutes after leaving the earth, 
I threw some pieces of paper from the car ; and crossing a field of 
sheep, my companion directed my attention to the pieces of paper, 
which she stated she could distinctly see on the ground, hut it 
ultimately proved to be the sheep alluded to. The descent took 
place in a pasture field called Saliwick Hawes, in the parish of 
•Stannineton. On descending, we were kindly invited to Startup 
House, m Ogle Barony, where we partook of the hospitality of iti 
worthy host, and awaited the arrival of a chaise IVom Moipeth, in 
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which conveyance we arriTed at Newcastle about half-put twdte 
o clock." "^ 

1831 fSepl. so;.— About nine o'clock on the morning, a dread- 
ful explosion (ook place in the Willington High Pie, the propettr 
"•Messrs. Bell and Co., by which three men and eight horsw were 
killed, and fourteen men severely burnL The whole complemenl 
of men were in the colliery at the time of the accident, and maiiT 
roore lives must have been lost, but from another oudet to the pit, 
by which the men were drawn up. The names of the sufferen wer^ 
Michael Martin, Thomas Nicholls. and Joseph Armstrong. 




October 10. — The common council of Newcastle, established a 1 
new corporate company entitled " The Company of Grocers and I 
Spicers of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Taylor Gibson, Henrjr 
JefTerson, John Doglish, Thomas Atkinson, Robert Usher, William 
Alexander Bowes, Thomas Dobson, William Pearson, William Mow- 
bray Potts, John Mowbray, Septimus Mowbray, William Wailei^ 
Bichard Pringle Watson, the Younger, and Dawson Stephen Hum- 
ble, free burgesses of the said town, and carrying on the trades or 
craOs of a grocer and spicer, or the one of them, in the said town, 
were declared members, and they were consequently enabled to 
bestow the freedom of the town upon their apprentices. The above 
wood'Cut shews the arms of this new corporate company, for the 
use of which I am ladcbted to Mr. Henry Ingledew. 

October 17. — This being the day appointed for the public tneet- 
iog of tlie friends and associates of the Northern Political Unioa, 
to take into consideration the measures necessary to be adopt- 
ed in consequence of the House of Lords having rejected the 
reform bill, large parties of reformers arrived from the ueighbour- 
bood of Newcastle, during the forenoon, and proceeded to the 
places appointed for them, previous to walking in procession to the 
town-moor, where the meeting was held. Nearly all the «hot 
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were closed before the hour of meeting, aod several flags were dis« 
played in different parts of the town ; but one that was hung out 
of the window of a dwelling-house m the Side, was considered of 
80 improper a character, and attracted such crowds to witness it, 
that it was cut down by order of the mayor. It is necessary here to 
add, that this banner excited general disgust, and gave the only 
reason for the interference of the civil authorities during the day« 
A little before twelve o'clock, the procession started from West- 
gate-street, preceded by the hustings, on which a board was placed 
with the words *^ The King, Grey, and Liberty,'* painted on it. 
The reformers followed walking four a-breast, with complete regu- 
larity and order, forming a line of such immense extent as to 
occupy nearly fifty minutes in passing any particular spot. About 
a dozen bands and upwards of thirty flags, variously inscribed and 
ornamented, were dispersed over the whole, and contributed much 
to enliven the scene. In the centre of the procession was the car- 
riage of Charles Attwood, esq., of Wliickham, from whence he had 
been drawn that mominff by a party of his friends, who continued 
to pursue this method of evincing their respect towards him. The 
hustings were placed on the cow-hill, and were immediately filled 
and surroundea by people who continued to increase in number 
until after one o'clock, when the number present were computed 
at about 50,000 persons. At one o'clock Mr. Attwood was called 
to the chair, and that gentleman immediately addressed the meet- 
ing at considerable length. The other principal speakers on the 
cause of reform, were, Mr. John Fife, surgeon, Mr. Eneas Mac- 
kenzie, Mr. Joseph Watson, Mr. R. W. Swan, Mr. W. A. Mitchell, 
Mr. T. Hepburn, Mr. W. H, Brockett, Mr Larkin, and Mr. Thomas 
Doubleday. The last named gentleman having moved the thanks 
of the meeting to the chairman, for his able conduct in the chair, 
it was carried by acclamation. The chairman begged to assiu*e 
them, that he would at any future time be glad to render them 
any service in his power in the advancement of the great cause for 
which they were assembled. Before they parted, he begged they 
would give three cheers for their gracious sovereign King William 
the Fourth, and three cheers for Earl Grey. . The multitude then 
^ve three times three tremendous cheers each for the Kuig and 
£arl Grey, and left the town-moor in the most perfect order. An 
address to his majesty and a memorial to Earl Grey were unani- 
mously agreed to at this meeting. 

1831 (OcL 22 J. — A fire broke out at Presson-farm, near Wark^ 
belonging to Mr. Tavlor. The wind blew very high, and in a few 
minutes the flames mcreased to a frightful height, and consumed 
two large stacks of hay, five large stacks of straw, a stable, two 
sheds, two byers, and a hen house. With great exertions the fat 
cattle and horses were got safely out, and the fire prevented spread* 
ine to other parts of the building. Its origin could not be ^uM:ount- 
ea for. 

October 25. — A public meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, 
was held in the GuildhaU of that town^ to consider of and adopt 

VOL. II. T t 



St2 HISTORICAL REGISTER OF [A. O. 1831. 

the best means of supporting the patriotic exertions of his majesty's 
ministers, for still carrying the reform measure into effect. On the 
motion of James Losh, esq., the right worshipful the mayor of 
Newcastle, Archibald Reed, esq., was called to the chair ; and the 
requisition having been read, he said he hoped every gentleman 
would obtain a fair and impartial hearing. James Losh, esq.* then 
rose, and in a speech of considerable length stated in m moat lumi- 
nous manner the object of the meeting ; the other speakers were 
Anthony Easterby, esq., Mr. Alderman Wright, Mr. John Bowes 
Wright, Mr. William Irving Wilkinson, Mr. William Armstrongs 
M. W. Ridley, esq.. Dr. Headlam, Mr. Armorer Donkin, and 
John Hodgson, esq., M. P. The latter gentleman observed that 
he had witnessed with much satisfaction the unanimity that had 
prevailed at the meeting. He cordially agreed in the resdu- 
tions, but declined troubling the assembly at any length, as he 
had merely risen as a matter of form, to propose the thanks of the 
meeting to the chairman, whose ability and impartial conduct had 
never been more conspicuous than on that occasion. He concluded 
by moving that the resolutions and the two addresses should be 
signed by the chairman on behalf of the meetiae, and that the latter 
should be transmitted for presentation to his majesty and Earl 
Grey. He likewise moved that the thanks of the meeting be given 
to Mr. Reed. Mr. Charnley seconded the first proposition, and 
Mr. Losh the latter, when the mayor briefly returned thanks, and 
said it would give him the highest dcCTee of pleasure to sign the 
resolutions and addresses. The meetmg, which was numerously 
and respectably attended, then broke up. 

1831 fOct. 26 J, — A disease, termed Cholera Morbus^ made its 
first appearance at Sunderland, in the county of Durham, and so 
fatal were its effects, that between the above day and April the 
3d, 1832, there were 538 persons attacked, of whom 205 died.* 
On its first appearance much alarm was excited in consequence of 
some medical practitioners having declared that it was contagious^ 
whilst others contended for its non-contagion ; in the mean time 
government having been apprised of the mortality existing at Sun- 
derland, sent Doctors Daun and Barry (the former intimately ac- 
quainted with cholera from his long residence in India, and tlie 
latter had been to Russia to witness the progress of cholera there), 
to examine and report, and they, in opposition to the resident fa- 
culty, declared it to be the Asiatic cholera of a highly malignant 
and contagious nature, and in consequence the ships from that 
port were put under a quarantine of fifteen days, causing great 
stagnation of business, which added much to the distress amongst 
the lower orders. Boards of health were established at that and 
the neighbouring towns. The large school-house, built by Mr. 
W^hite, at Coxon's Green, near Sunderland, was fitted up as an 
hospital for the reception of patients afflicted with cholera. The 
barrack gates were closed to prevent the garrison having any 

• Communicated by my friend, William Rcid Cianny, esq., M. D., Sun- 
derland. 
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communication with the town, tlie magistrates caused the streets 
and lanes Co be cleansed by the fire engines, and a committee of 
gentlemen was foniied, who divided the town into districts, and 
visited each daily, in order that all persons afflicted with cholera 
might have medical aid. Many meetings of the faculty and others 
took place for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the dreadful 
malady, and also to devise the best means of relieving the distress- 
ed inhabitaniB, The nobility and pentry of the county of Durham 
subscribed liberally towards the relief of the poor during this awful 
visitation. On its first appcarnnce it was supposed to have beea J 
imported from abroad by the shipping, this was KaliBfaclorily ai 
tained not to have been the case, but that it was the English chcN I 
lera of a highly malignant nature. It raged principally amongst 3 
tlie lower orders whose dissolute hnbils and poverty rendered them ■ 
speedy victims to its direful attacks, most of them only survivint" 
a few hours. In the year 1665, during the plogue of London, thu* 
dreadful disease was imported into Sunderland by shipping, as ap 
pears from tlie following entry taken from the register-book of tnt 
parish of Bishopweamtoulh : — " Jeremy Read, Billingham in V 
bringer of the plague, of which died about thirty persons o 
Sunderland in three months. Sepult. July .^th 1665." 

Not wishing tlie cholera to gpread, I shall here deviate a littl«,l 
from the chronological order of the work. ] 

1831 (Dec. 1 ). — The cholera morbus commenced it ravages iit 1 
Newcastle, from which time to March the 12th, 1832, the number j 
of persons attacked was 971, of which 306 died. From the con- 
stant intercourse between Newcastle and Sunderland, this visita- \ 
tion had been apprehended for some time, therefore every n 
had been adopted by the local authorities to avert as much as po»-' J 
sible the impending dan|;;er. Various meetings of the faculty, ftcul 
look place, at one of which doctors Daun and Barry were prescDtrlJ 
lieul-col. Crea^h had formed a board of health by order of govern- I 
ment, and Archibald Itecd, esq., mayor, having received orders to 1 
send to government daily reports of the slate of health in Sunder- , 
land, South Shields, North Shields, and Newcastle, obtained every . 
information in his power for that purpose. Letters were sent U 
the owners of property in Sandgatc, Pandon, the Close, Castle- 
garth. Queen-street, Bailiff-gate, Back-row, and other ill- ventilated i 
and dirty places in the town, calculated to spread the iufectia 
earnestly recommending them to have the interior of their houses ] 



washed with hot lime, either at their o 






J or that of their I 



tenants. The magistrates, who were unceasing in their cxertionv ] 
to mitigate the evil, ordered the lanes in Sandgate to be washed j 
with hot lime and thoroughly cleansed. Hospitals, to which pa- 
tients might be removed on their first attack, from populous neigh- 
bourhoods, and where they could be more efficiently attended to, 
were fitted up with the requisite conveniences. The Castle waa. L 
appropriated to the parish of St. Nicholas ; for Uie parish of 1 
All Saints, a lat^e house on the North Shore behiud SandgatCi 
was conrerted into an hospital; the paupers were removed from 
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St. John's poor-house, in the Bath-luiey witboot die Wotgiite^ to 
oUier premises, and that building was fitted up Ibr tbe leoaptkB 
of cholera patients in the parishes of St. John snd St. Anomr. 
The mayor issued an order m parsuaooe of tbe powera dt Jkg i Ui 
to him by the privy council, that thebodieaof aU p e i a aua who died 
of cholera, should be interred withm twelve hoora fram the tiawtf 
their deccAse, and an inspector was appointed to aee thai diis oiEdv 
was complied with. Every precaatioii was tahen with the dni; 
they were buried in a part of the dmrdi-jarda eet aside ftr tka 

{purpose, their graves were not less than bk feet deep » and qnik 
ime was thrown in upon the coffins, the edipaes wete not aDoeci 
to enter the churches, but were tidken fimrard to tiie pwvesi sad 
the service read over them there. In St. NidiolMr diinrch-iMd 
they were buried east of the north transept. The nnndier ef to* 
cently dug graves, all so near together, haaaveiy m o umfiJ efed^ 
and in consequence lime was spread over them, then eardi eddc^ 
and the hillocks levelled, whicb rendered the sSght not ao tff^F 
ling to the passenger. The corporation caused a c ar r i^ jge ta bs 
constructed to convey with more ease and less dangier» patisatf 
to the various hospitals, and the same body were at die c» 
pense of building a heane to convey the cornea to the emab 
The barracks by way of precaution were dosed, and die addisni 
stationed there were not allowed to come into the town. In 
sequence of this vbitation, the theatre in that town was not 
\^ as usual for the Winter season, a quarantine was placed vpln 
ships from that port, by which business was most giievonsly st^g^ 
nated, and the annual Christmas ball and supper given at the nHB-' 
sion-house were postponed until the 22d of Abrch, 18S2, toUfil mL 
It was most distressing to hear during the greatest fiitality of dus 
disorder, the constant tolling of the l^Us m the varioua ohurdieB 
from morn to night, and every heart seemed to moom* an observ- 
ing, in rapid succession, such a number of corpses beii^ conveyed 
through the streets, man^ of them without a smgle attendant, bat 
tlie person who was appomted to lead the horse, which was attadh 
to the hearse, and he nolding the bridle at its utmost stretch, bat 
let me forego these appalline recollections, and state what was done 
by the voluntary and liberal contributions of the nobility, gentijr, 
and the inhabitants in general towards relieving thoae who were m 
misery and want. A great number of keels ofooab were givoi to 
the poor by the coal-owners, but the following copy of a hand-bill 
delivered at the time will best explain the munificence of the pob* 
lie during this distr(g8sing period : — 

«' THj: COMMITTEE 

Appointed by the Public Meeting held on the 30th November, to lelifve 
the Wants and add to the Comforts of the Poor InhabitanU of NewcMkls^ 
having, in consequence of tbe pressing Demands made upon them by the 
different Parochial Boards, and from their anxious desire mmpfJfy sad 
efficiently to remove the extreme Privation and Distress found to ezistt cod- 
siderably exceeded in their Expenditure the Amount of the Suhsciiptiflai 
Uiejr haVe received, respectfiiUj submit a Statement of the Rdisf thsj hsfo 
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■Rbnicd, while the; uive the necMntv of ftiither Omtributioiu. Oa Appli- 
cation the; have (upplied to the Paruhe* the following ; — 



^i 


i 


1 


jl 


^1 




u 


4 


II 


^! 


|. 


Sl. NichoUi-,,.. 127 

All Saints' 60^ 

St.Juhn'1, 251 

St, Andrew's,... sss 
Weslgate 10 


85 
398 
199 

144 

35 


108 

«6 

204 

90 






24 

2.S8 
72 
81 



18 
183 

54 
114 


7 

20 

16 


31 
4 


24 

24 



120 

eia 

253 
12 
120 


132 
415 

216 

120 

120 








ISMn 


B6.- 


81R 


4311 


3113 


48 


,n 


334 


133ft 


1003 


15 



Making together f 1373 8 8 

In Additioii to this tiiej have nearlv ,£130 jet to par. The Amount of 
itMcriotioDB received is £1,10S. 6(. 6d., ao that, in the Expenditure and the 
Ihey have incurred, the; have exceeded thar Ueceipta b; about 



THREE HUNDRED POUNDS. 

The Committee are rqoiced to think that hj the timelj Aid thqr have 
been enabled to aflord, more etpeciall; in Situation* where the Cholera waa 



r them, by renewed Subacriptions, Co disi;baige their Ubligationa, 
Mill to extend still further Assistance where it ii much wanted. 

It U particularlv requested that Gentlemen who have not yet paid their 
Subscriptions will have the Goodness to forward them without dela; to Sir 
M. W. Ridle; and Co., the Treaaurera, or to en; of the Bank* in NewcMtle. 

MerchoKl'i Court, Knrcaitk, DteemterSl, 1831," 

The overseerB, &c., of the different parishea in their search of the 
necessitous inhabitants, were frequently shocked at the Kenes of 
wretchedness which presented themselves. 

The fallowing table is taken correctly from the official daily 
reports of 

CHOLEBA AT NEWCASTLE. 

The first Report of Chokn wia iawed on the Bth Dec 1831.— Tba fol- 
lowing ia a cop; :^ 

« NemcaOe, SA Dec. 1B31, 10 p-efac*. 
" First Report of Cholera. 

" Cases in the last two days, 6 

■'Dead, ^ 

" Remaining, 3 

The three remaining cases are mild. n 

" B; order of the Board of Health, 

" J OHM BiowM, Swrrtaiy." 




IIUTOBICAL BBGISTKR OP 

bwquent Reports appcAred ai fi>Uow8 1— 
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1831. (Fint Beport), 
Dec 10, Saturdmj, 

11, Sundaj, 

12, Moodaj, 

15, Tuesdaj, 

14, Wtfdnetdaj, ... 

16, Thundaj, 

16, Friday 

17, Saturrlaj, 

18, Sundar, 

19, Monday, 

Stt, Tuesday, 

f 1, Wednesday, ... 

22, Thursday, 

28, Friday, 

24, Saturday, 

26, Sunday 

28, Monday, 

27, Tuesday, 

28, Wednesday,... 

29, Thursday, 

30, Friday 

31, Saturday, 

1832. 

Jan. 1, Sunday, 

2, Monday, 

3, Tuesday 

4, Wednesday, .... 

5, Thursday, 

8, Friday 

7, Saturday, 

8, Sunday, 

9, Monday, 

10, Tuesday, 

11, Wednesday, ... 

12, Thursday, 

13, Friday, 

14, Saturday, 

15, Sunday, 

16, Monday, 

17, Tuesday, 

18, Wednesday, ... 

19, Thursday 

20, Friday,' 

21, Saturday, 

22, Sunday, 

23, Monday, 

24, Tuesday 

26, Wednesday, .... 

26, Thursday, 

27, Friday, 

28, Satunlay, 



ttemaimimg 




3 
3 

4 
8 
20 
31 
34 
89 

47 

83 
38 
30 
44 
42 
39 
34 
40 
42 
43 

67 
08 
64 

78 

108 

108 

118 

120 

120 

111 

103 

99 

98 

90 

«7 
79 
74 

82 
75 
63 
65 

87 
60 

67 
62 
52 
63 
72 
54 
50 
48 



Sew 

Cm$e$. 



8 

2 

2 

7 

18 

14 

18 

13 

20 

11 

7 
11 
30 
11 
13 
12 
21 
16 
20 
39 
22 
32 
S3 

57 
18 
45 
29 
10 

47 
19 
29 
10 
13 
20 
14 

7 
20 
16 
21 
15 
20 

8 

7 
13 

1 
22 
14 

9 

9 
10 
11 
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8 
8 
8 
11 
24 
34 
48 

47 

89 
88 
80 
47 
60 
55 
55 
51 
55 
56 
62 



JUe99€red.\Diei. 



89 
98 

87 

133 
126 
153 
146 
130 

167 
130 
132 
109 
111 

no 

101 
86 
94 
98 
96 
78 
8h 
75 
67 
70 
63 
74 

77 
81 
63 
60 
59 







1 
1 



2 
2 

7 
3 

19 
9 

12 

7 

14 

10 

6 

8 

9 

9 

15 

23 

7 

14 
12 
26 
19 

5 
45 
19 
24 

9 
15 
16 
16 
11 
11 
18 
21 

9 
12 

8 

7 

2 

11 

8 

3 

20 

10 

8 

8 
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2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
3 
10 
6 
8 
2 
8 
8 
4 
6 
2 

7 
9 
6 

10 
6 
8 

11 
4 

11 
8 

11 
8 
5 

11 
8 
9 
2 
6 

7 
6 
1 
1 
5 
12 
4 
6 

7 
3 
6 

3 
2 

7 
3 
4 

5 



•fMAdMr. 



3 

3 

4 

8 

20 

31 

34 



47 
53 
38 
30 
44 
42 
39 
34 
40 
42 
43 
07 



64 
7» 

108 

108 

118 

120 

120 

111 

103 

99 

98 

90 

87 
79 
74 
82 

75 

63 
65 

67 
60 

57 
62 
52 
63 
72 
54 
50 
48 
46 
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Carried forward. 
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Brought forward, 
1832. 

29, Sundaj, 

30, Mondaj, 

31, Tuesday, 

Feb. 1, Wednesday, .... 

2, Thursday, 

3, Friday, 

4, Saturday, 

A, Sunday, 

6, Monday, 

7, Tuesday, 

8, Wednesday, .... 

9, Thursday, 

10, Friday 

11, Saturday, 

12, Sunday, 

13, Monday, 

14, Tuesday, ........ 

15, Wednesday, .... 

16, Thursday, 

17, Friday, 

18, Saturday, 

19, Sunday 

20, Monday, 

21, Tuesday, 

22, Wednesday, .... 

23, Thursday, 

24, Friday 

25, Saturday, 

26, Sunday, 

27, Monday 

28, Tuesday, 

29, Wednesday, ... 
Mar. 1, Thursday, 

2, Friday, 

3, Saturday, 

4, Sunday,' 

5, Monday, 

6, Tuesday, 

7, Wednesday,^... 

8, Thursday, 

9, Friday 

10, Saturday, 

11, Sunday, 

12, Monday 

• IS, Tuesday, 

Total from 7th Dec. 1831. 



at last 
Report, 



46 
44 

35 
38 
26 

17 

14 

18 

16 

13 

13 

11 

12 

6 

5 

5 

6 

5 

6 

6 

5 

5 

7 
6 
6 
6 

7 

5 

4 
S 
1 
9 
3 
5 
4 
4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 

1 




New 

Ca$e$: 



876 

7 

5 
8 
6 
1 

7 
6 
4 
2 
2 
5 
4 

1 
I 
2 
1 
6 
2 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 


1 



1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 





1 



1 





I 







971 



Total. 



53 
49 
43 
44 

27 
24 
19 
22 
18 
15 
18 
15 
12 

7 
6 

7 
7 
11 
8 
7 
7 

9 
9 

7 
8 
8 

7 
6 
4 
4 
2 
3 
5 
6 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 







lUcooered. Disd. 
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8 

10 

4 

14 
10 
10 



5 

5 

2 

5 

2 

6 

2 

1 

I 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 



2 

1 



1 

2 

2 

1 

2 







2 

1 

1 

1 







1 

1 
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1 

4 
1 
4 


1 
1 


2 
1 





1 



1 



2 
1 

2 





1 







1 







2 



1 





665 



306 



lUmahUng 



44 

35 
38 
26 

17 

14 

18 

16 

13 

13 

11 

12 

6 

5 

5 

6 

5 

6 

6 

5 

5 

7 
6 
6 
6 

7 
5 

4 
3 
1 
2 
3 
5 
4 
4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 

1 





The Reports were all signed 

** John B&owy, 
•• Secretary to the Board of Hetlth.** 

The above does not include the cases in Newcastle and Gates- 
heady which were attended by Mr. Geoi^ Tinn, surgeon, of 

• To thit day*! report wai iddcd,— ^ Tliii to the but report to be iiraod.** 



Neircasde» wiioie kind cwnrnrniiotMrn I here admoivledlge^ ml df 
which the feDowing if a oopj : — 

««DBAA8n«-Jt bwiUi gmfe pkmm tlwt I mw i iuwiM ie to vwlit 
Dumber of cmh I attended of the dbme vhidi «w ktal/ flnUemle bn^ 
and whidi waa geneiallj, bat* hi mj opfauon. a mwiiu ajy b Mte fcd t» to 
chokiB. GMee, 168; deaths 16| iwoverad. 111. It may alM bejpnpir li 
atatcb that liz of thaea wbo died, had bean pnvioiidy attonM fax otfcer HiA. 
eel pnctttionefB. Thar had aln tdtan martud or odiar atfanlaiilik ail 
thna of them had ako been blad. 

**Iam,afa', 
^ Tonr obaAant acmmt. 

• ojEosos tikn: 

There were interred at St Nicholaa diindi, ftooi DeoenAer the 
18th, 1831, to Januaiy 89th, 1888, thirtjr-ooe penoos who hid 
died ofthiadiaeeae; and at AU Samta churdi, ftom December the 
9th, 1881, to Febmaiy 81at, 1888, eiribi^-aerai oeraoiis who had 
fidlmi Yictima to the aame disorder* The other duschea idao le- 
eeived a portkm, but the genendlj crowded state of aD the chor^ 
jarda in Newcastle, predudedthc« admitting any more; diebodi« 
were^ therefore, after this, interred at the nalwstrhilla, 8t Ami*s 
chqiel, and the Westgate4iill General Cemet^. Xnanawertoa 
request which I made to John Fenwidc, esq^ tbit gendemen with 
the greatest uibanity, sent me a letter of which tm following isa 
copy:— 

« Newcastle opon Tjvm, 14th April, laM 

*'DKAm8im«— Onthebreakii^outof theCSioleni in thia tovn. the eon^ 
mitiee of the Westnte Hill Qeneiml Cemeterr, appropriated the aouth-weit 
corner of the ground for the interment of sudi perMmi as nu|^t die of tbai 
diiease. Tbej orderod that no dead bodj should be brought into the cfaqiel, 
but be carried at once to the grave, which bj the regulations of the trust, 
could not be less in depth than six feet from the sur&ce, and that the seztoa 
should always throw a quantity of quick lime on the coffin before he began to 
throw in the earth. I am not informed of the precise number of peraons who 
had died of this disease who were buried in this ground, as the committee bad 
no power to make any reflations respecting interments in vaults or in gnve% 
the private property of udividuals ; but a considerable number must have 
been interred. After the disease became very fiital, the officers of the various 
parishes, sent the bodies of all persons who had to be buried at the public 
expense to the New Cemetery, as the church-yards were so crowded toat it 
was not deemed prudent to inter persons dying of this disease in them. 

*' I am, dear sir, 

•* your*s nncenJy, 

- JOHN FENWICK.** 

As a proof of the sanatory condition of Newcastle, previouslj to 
its being visited bj the cholera, it may be stated from a careful ex* 
amination of the several registers of burial, that the deaths for the 
months of September, October, and November, 1830, were 5S8» 
and that for the corresponding months in 1831, the deaths were 
432, being less by 106, than Uie former period. The above mor- 
tality dreadful as it may be considered, is nothing compared with 
the destruction of human life in the year 1036, when the plague 
visited Newcastle and Gateshead. In the former place there were 
5037 deaths, and in the latter 515 deaths, out of what must hare 
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been a very limited population compared with the present. A state- 
ment of weekly progress of the plague in Newcastle and Gateshead 
at that time may be considered interesting : — 

IN NEWCASTLE, 

1636, From May 7th to the 14th, 59 

May 14th to the2l8t, 55 

May 2l8t to the 28tb, 99 

May 28th to June 4th, 122 

June 4th to the Uth, 99 

June lUh to the 18th, 162 

June 18th to the 25th, 133 

June 25th to July 2nd, 172 

July 2nd to the 9th, 184 

July 9th to the 16th, 212 

July 16th to the 23rd, 270 

July 23rd to the 30th, 366 

July 30th to August 7th, 337 

August 7th to the Uth, 422 

August Uth to the 2l8t, 346 

August 2l8t to the 28th 246 

August 28th to September 4th,^ 520 

Septembe? 4th to the llth, 325 

— — September llth to December 3l8t,> ^q 

when the plague ceased. > 

Total of deaths in Newcastle, 5037 

IN GATESHEAD, 

1636, From May 30th to June 6th, 10 

June 6th to 13th, m 24 

June ISth to 20th, ^ 19 

June 20th to 27th, ~ 84 

June 27th to July 4th, 40 

July 4th to nth, « 75 

July llth to 18th, 66 

July 18th to 25th, 60 

July 25th, to August 1st, 60 

•— — August 1st to 8th, 29 

August 8th to 15th, 17 

August Uth to 22d, 18 

August 22nd to 29th, 13 

August 29th to September 5th, 14 

September 5th to 19th« 11 

September 12th to 19th, 7 

September 19th to 86th, 4 

September 26th to October 3rd, 6 

October 3rd to 10th, 2 

October 10th to 17th, 2 

October 17th, 4 

Total inGatediead, 515 

It wDl be seen by the above tables that the greatest sweep of 
human life in one week in Newcastle, was 520 1 This dreadful vi- 
sitation, would in all probability have been accompanied with a 
great &mine (the usual concomitant of a pestilence;, had not the 
magistrates of the town exerted their utmost endeavours to 

VOL. II. u u 
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cleanse the apertments of thoae who.had died or if^ to pcevent tbi 
spreading of the infectionu As oo2> t. pflww M. 



mRiOST WOITBIX QSIIT. 

*« Wee hatie ncetTedfieoi jr«F bj a savant «f flSr Joba 
ing the aome of 40 markt a verie ample espenlon ofjonrpittie to naia tUi 
our greit cakmitie bj retson of thesonpsstUeneeso longcoa^^iiiiaiiy In tbii 
plMe, your charitle with the hdMroT God disU be bj us eoatbmaBy had li 
TCBwinbnuioe» and u oooMlon shall reqube shall be raquited with tnanHil 



MM secording to our powers. God in his msreje ibr Christ Jesns Ua 
ceese the skknoss sua pr ssarv c juw snd sll oChsn fltan Aa asow. lit 
nomber of the dsadis not so nanje tUslsst weeke as fi»Bierlj beiiw boa sas 
huodrsd twentle two. The gieatdoith of people that hath bemeimUdrtfc 
amount to Terie ners 0000 pewons since the beginning wee ftare is thai 
that thsfed^ibwcr now; theie bring not soemsnvneople left in the 
astherewas. Thus with aU due icqiwts of thanknumess wee nel^ 

« Your trahrkvinr fliends 

« PETE BUJllEljLt mal 
" WM. WARMOUTH» BO& ANDEBSOH, 
OctoblOSO «RAPHECOLE. LEOH ABD CASE. YtsT 

A copy of the above letter extracted flrom die GuHd-bool^ Bar- 
wids, 1686, fbl. 159. was presented by the Rer. Jamee Saube^ ef 
Durham, to the Antiquarian Socie^ of Newcaatle^ firom whoae 
Transactions I have copied it verbatim. 

Newcastle has fi^auently been visited by most dreadftil jdagiMB. 
It is stated in << The Life of Ambrose Barnes, sometime amerman 
of Newcastle,** that he was << bound apprentice to the calling and 
profession of a merchant, the year afler the town had been aurren- 
dered to the Scots," (1645), and that during his servitude, ** that 
desolatinff judgment, the pestilence, had imuie for some montfasi 
an horrible devastation in Newcastle, heaps of dead bodies, were 
every night carried in carts, to be buried without the walla,* and 
the town was very much become a solitude. One of the maid ser- 
vants in the family where Mr. Barnes liv'd was Iving below atairs* 
sick in bed, the other was to appearance in health, waiting at table 
upon her master. Mr. Barnes informed him of some cumgerooa 
symptoms which the maid who was sick beffan to have upon her 
body. The master perceiving the contagion had reacht his house, 
arose immediately from dinner, leavine the shop, counting-house, 
* scritoire, debt-books, keyes, and all his effects,* to the care of Mr. 
Barnes, and the same day took ship at Shields, for Hamburriu 
That night dy*d the maid, who at dinner time, was wmting at table 
in perfect health, the next day dy'd the other maid, who had fidl 
side before. Mr. Barnes was quickly afler infected, and shut up 
in an empty large house near the Exchange, without any living 

^ At that time there would be few or no buildings without the wmlls, ex- 
cept on the east. During the excavations for the numerous buildings which 
have since been erected without the walls, these bones have not yet been 
turned up. Time majr expose them to public view. 
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creature besides himself, but they rapt at bis door, when ihej- 
brought him meat, and lie liimselt' came and took it in. In this 
hideous lonely manner he spent several dayes and nights. A huge 
great tumour rote upon his neck behind, the suppuration whereof, 
physitioRs were of opinion, saved his life." 

1831 (Dec, \QJ, — The cholera made its first appearance at North 
Shields, from which day to March the 17th, 1832, the number 
of individuals attacked in North Shields, Tynemouth, and Ciiiiton, 
was 258, of whom died 91 persons. 

December 2b. — The Cholera made its appearance at Gateshead, 
and on the following day (Monday), forty cases had occurred. The 
number of persons attacked between this day and the 6th of March, 
1832, was402,ofwhich 144died. On the Tuesday, the number 
of new cases was by far the largest that had occurred in the dis- 
trict in any one day,* which excited considerable alarm. " On the 
25th, about one o'clock," says Mr. Brady, "we were assailed by a 
third and fourth example of the disease, and before the next morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, a very considerable number had fallen sacrifices 
to its pestilential ravages. Within a space of twelve hours it spread 
itself over a diameter of two miles, and appeared to pay but very 
little distinction to altitude of situation, for the higher parts of the 
town were laid under its stroke in an equal degree, or nearly so, 
with the lower. Pipewellgate, Hillgate, the banks above PipewelU 
gate, Oaktrellgate, and the lanes leading from it, Jackson's Chare, 
Nun's-lane, Wreckenton, Gateshead Low-fell, Low -team, situations 
as dilTerent in their external characters as can well be conceived, 
were all indiscriminately exposed to its fury, and I do not think 
the cases were one whit milder in the more elevated, than in the 
lower parts of the town. That it is virulently epidemic a glariogproof 
has now been afforded to my mind by tlie way in which we have been 
here visited by the disorder — no principles of contagion could ac- 
count for such a sudden spread of the disease."! ^''^ above in a 
great measure refutes the argument for contagion, and Mr. Green- 
how, among other arguments on the non-communicability of cho- 
lera, gives the following : — " That, in the hospitals at Newcastle and 
Gateshead, where, were there such an agent as contagion, it must 
have been present in its most concentrated form, no case has oc- 
curred of illness arising from attendance on the sick, either in the 
persons of the nurses, the resident apothecaries, or tlie attending, 
or numerous succession of visiting members of the medical profes- 
sion." And again, *' That the notion of persons being inlected by 
the dead bodies of cholera patients appear equally unfounded, some 
such suspected cases are referable to other causes : and those most 
exposed to contact with the dead, as medical men, in pursuing post 
mortem examinations, have not, in any instance suffered." The 
I'ullowing table is taken correctly from the official daily reports of 

* A joiner in Gslcshoad, it is itateil.nMde Bit V cnffliiBin tine week. ui<l fruin 
December 2.'ith to Junuirv the 13lh, had made'lOlj cufiiti* Ur penaui liaviii); 
died of this iimLid/. 

t See Mr. Urccnhow'i work mi Cbulcra, ISIS. 
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kemaim^ 

at last 

Xtpofl, 



1831. 

Dec. 26, MoDdaj, 

27, Tue«lay, 

28, Wednesday, ... 

211, Thuradaj, 

80, Friday, 

31, Saturday, 

1832. 
JaxL 1, Sunday, 

2, Monday, 

3, Tuesday, 

4, Wednesday,.... 

6, Thursday, 

6, Friday, 

7* Saturday, 

8, Sunday, 

9, Monday, 

10, Tuesday, 

11, Wedn^day, .... 

12, Thursday, ..<!... 

13, Friday 

14, Saturday,.. 

16, Sunday, 

16, Monday, 

17* Tuesday, 

18, We<lnesday, .... 

19, Thursday, 

20, Friday, 

21, Saturday, 

22, Sunday, 

23, Monday, 

24, Tuesday, 

26, Wednesday,.... 

26, TTiursday, 

27, Friday, ' 

28, Satunlay, 

29, Sunday, 

30, Monday, 

31, Tuesday, 

Mar. 1, Wednesday, .... 

2, Thursday, 

3, Friday, 

4, Saturday, 

5, Sunday, 

tv Monday, 

Totil sDce Dec 26, 1831 , 




30 
49 
68 
74 
94 

84 
94 
89 
89 
98 
86 
64 
36 

37 

40 

36 

28 

26 

16 

16 
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8 
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4 

4 
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40 
69 
44 

29 
39 
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20 
18 
16 
26 
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8 
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21 

17 
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6 
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iS tbe RepQita signed. 



'•JOHN D0B80N, 

" SecreUry to tlie Board of Health." 
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Sunderland, Newcaatle, North Shields, aiid Gateshead, appear to 
have been the towns in Durham and Northumberland, most devoted 
to the ravages of this pestilence, but a great number ot' colliery aod i 
other villages suffered in no ordinary degree. On the 3d of Jsaii I 
1833, at the village of Newbum, situated on the river Tyn<^ I 
about five miles west of Newcastle, the cholera broke out and madt J 
dreadful devastation — out of a population of 550, occupying ISI*! 
houses, tliere were 424 persons attacked, of whom 57 died. Amoi 
the victims was the Rev. James Edmonson, the vicar of that plac 
At^er the de&tli of Mr. Edmonson, no funaral rites were perlbrtned 
over those who died of the cholera, until the appointment of the 
Rev. Mr. Reed, to the vicaraee, when that divine performed the 
service at the grave of his predecessor, and the others, who had not 
had that service at the time of interment. See March Uh, 1832. 
1631 (Oct. 27 J Tliere was a great public meeting at Sunder- 
land, to determine on presenting an address to the king on the 
subject of the rejection, by the House of Lords, of the bill for a 
reform in the Commons' House of Parliament. During the early 
part of the day, the Sunderland band of music paraded the streets, 
and about 12 o'clock, Sir H. Williamson, barl., M. P., entered the 
town in his gig, which was decorated with a large blue and yellow 
flag. Most of the shops were closed, and flags were exhibited tVom 
several of the windows. The meeting was convened to take place 
in the Assembly Room at twelve o'clock, but owing to the great 
crowd that attended, it was adjourned to the large open area in 
front of the building. Ailer the arrangements had been completed. 
Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to the chair, and H. Lanibton, 
esq.. Sir H. Williamson, hart., M. P., R. Brown, esq., J. W. Wright, 

esq., Pemberton, esq., R. Spoor, esq., of Whitburn, &c. &c., 

moved the resolutions, &c., in animated addresses, whicli were re- 
ceived with loud cheers, by the assembled thousands, and the 
meeting broke up. The whole was conducted in the most peace- 
ful manner. 

October 31 — The freeholders and other inhabitants of the county 
of Durham, met in tlie spacious area in front of the court-house 
at the city of Durham, to deliberate on the rejection of ihe reform 
bill, and to address his majesty and his ministers. The number 
present was between 8,000 and 10,000, several parlies having 
arrived from Gateshead and other parts of the county during the 
forenoon. On the ground a variety of banners and placards were 
displayed, inscribed with mottoes generally indicative of esteem for 
the king and his ministers, and detestation of boroughmongery and 
borough mongers. The scene, before the commencement of the 
meeting, was further eidivened by the presence of three or four 
bands of music which played at intervals. Hustings were erected 
in the centre of the area, which were nearly filled long before the 
hour of meeting. Soon alWr one o'clock the high sheriff, C. J. 
Clavcring, esq., of Axwell Park, took the chair and opened the 
proceedings, afler which, the requisition (to the sheriff), nume- 
rously and respectably signed was then read. The principal 




S34 



HISTORICAL n 



[A. D. la 



speakers were, G. H. Wilkinson, W. C. Harland, Culhbert Rip 
R. D. Shaftoe, Hedworth Lambton, T, C. Granger, W. Ruiu, 
M. P., Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., M. P., W. R. C. CbaytM 
M. P.. George Baker, G. T. Fox, George Silverlop, and Charl* 
Attwood, esqrB. After several cheers had been giveo for the km 
Mr. Wilkinson moved the thanks of the meeting to the high shei 
for his impartial conduct in the chair ; and also that he should » 
the addresses on behalf of the meeting. The sheriff said chat ■ 
would do so with great pleasure, and then dissolved the meeting. ^ 

1831 (Nov.Q). — The sacrament of conGrmatJon was adminit- 
tered by the Right Kev. Dr. Pcnswick, bishop of Europtait, and 
vicar apostolic of the northern district, in the Catholic chapel in 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, to between 400 and 500 children. TV 
ceremony was exceedingly impressive, and was preceded by an 
appropriate sermon, preached by the bishop in his pontifical robe*. 
One of Mozart's masses was sung with great effect by the choir. 
Mr. Charles Miller presided. 

November 10. — An address froni the inhabitants of Sunderland 
to his majesty, on parliamentary reform which had been voted 
at a public meeting held there, was forwarded for presentation, 
having 10,077 signatures attached to it. 

NovenAer 17, — As George Lowerson, a boy about four years of 
age, was playing about his father's door at the Felling, near New- 
c-Hstle, the covering of an old pit unknown to any person, gunk in with 
him, and he was drowned in the water at the bottom. His body 
was not found until the 21st., and on the following day an inquest 
was held on the body, who brought in a verdict of " accidental 
death." 

November 2S. — Tile mayor of Berwick, John Langhorn, eM].. 
with the magistrates and other oflicers, a deputation appointed by 
the corporation, waited on Lord Edward Fitzclarence, at Etal 
House, in Northumberland, to present his lordship with the free- 
dom of tile borough. After an appropriate address by the mayor, 
and a condescending reply by the noble lord, the deputation were 
hospitably entertained with an elegant dejuni d la faurekede, and 
returned highly gratified by the politeness and cordiality of thA J 
reception. Lord Edward FitEclarence is a son of the prese 
popular monarch of these realms. King William the Fourth. 

Same day, died, at Colliery Row, near Hough ton-le-Spring, I 
Elizabeth llobson, aged 100 years. 

December 21. — 'llie friends and admirers of the Rev. Willia 
Turner, of the Unitarian chapel, Hanover Square, Newcastle, g 
him a very splendid entertainment at the Assembly Rooms u 
knowledgment of his great public usefulness, and on the occasion 
of his entrance into the fiftieth year of his residence in that town. 
Upwards of one hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner, among 
whom were, James Losh, esq., chairman ; Dr. Headlam and Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq., vice-presidents ; the Right Worshipful Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle ; Alderman Shadforth, Sir Robert 
^a&a Hawks: Colonel Campbell, and Charles William Btggc, 
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Jdlin Buddie, John Adamson, John Clayton, Suniuel Walker Par- 
ker, Anthony Easterby, Armorer Donkin, Rmsel Blackbird, Alfred 
Hall, John LambtoD Loraine, Hobert Ingbum, and John Bowes 
Wright, esqrs^ &c. &c. This venerable gentleman, then seventy 
years of age, was highly complimented in the various excellent 
speeches that were made on this occasion. His philanthropy and 
unceasing endeavours to do all the good which lay witmn Ida 
power, particularly in the formation of Sunday schools, literary so- 
cieties, &c., without regard to sect or party, had endeared him to 
every one. After the evening had been spent in tlie most gratify- 
ing manner, Mr. Turner proposed that they should conclude by 
drinking a favourite toast of a highly valued friend of his, long since 
dead, Mr. Thomas Simpson, of the blue manufactory, who was ex- 
tremely hospitable, but always within the bounds of moderation. 
He hoped they would join him in giving — " Decent Conviviality." 
Mr. Losh observed, that it was his duty, as chairman, to keep them , 
as long together as he could ; but after the kind exhoriation of their ; 
venerable friend, he felt it to be no less a duty to comply with his ,• 
request, and wish them all good night. The company then sepB* . 1 
rated, highly gratified at the spirit of cheerfulness and decoriua , 
which had prevailed during the evening. : 

A tew days after, this reverend gentleman bad another proof of i 
attachment shewn to him. On Monday the 9th of January, 1832, f 
the Unitarian congregation assembling in Hanover Square chapel, 
Newcastle, presented tlieir pastor with an elegant silver salver, 
suitably inscribed, to mark their sense of his efficient services as k ^ 
preacher of the gospel, and in commemoration of his entering upon ~j 
the fiftieth year of his ministry. It was presented by .lames Losh, 
esq., who addressed Mr. Turner and the company assembled, at 
the close of which Mr. Losh said, " 1 shall add no more, but re* , 
quest the secretary to read the inscription on the plate, and Bgain> 4 
beg the reverend gentleman's acceptance of this token of our f 
esteem." Mr. K. W. Swan then read the inscription, which wbi> < 
as follows : — " This salver was presented to the Rev. William Tur- ( 
ner, by the Unitarian congregation of Hanover Square chapel, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, on the occasion of his entering into the 
50th year of his ministry, as a testimonial of their unqualified ap- 
probation of his services during that period, of their sincere res{>ect 
and alfection for him as a friend, and of their unfeigned admiration 
of him asaman and a christian. The subscription on this occasion, 
confined to members of the chapel, having accumulated to the j 
amount of three hundred and twenty pounds, it was resolved to ii 
vest three hundred pounds of this sum in securities for Mr. Tuf>:1 
ner's benefit. That their faithful shepherd may long live to enjoji^fl 
this tribute of their affection and esteem, is the earnest prayer nM 
his christian flock. Presented on the ix. day of Jan. MDCccjtxxiu"' 
Mr. Turner then returned thanks in a very feeling reply, in cei 
parts of which he seemed much affected. Mr. Swan, as secretary to 
the committee for conducting the subscription, then presented to 
*" .'-.•.. s and individual subscriptions, which 



Mr. Turner a list of the n 




M6 HlITOftlCAL AKOISTBft OF {A. ]>. 18SI. 



WM done in a Teiy a p prop rin te addniiu The eongn^gitioii 

■epartted. An exodlODt likaieM of Mr* Taraer wnt angiWMl fej 
tilt late Mr. Ranson from a parting bj NidiolMii. Mr, ChMilif 
bat alto puUiaked a veiy good portrait of this popukr divina^ mI 
tilt lata Mr.Bewidc out in wood a vorj itrikuig Uack nffoOeh 
miniatim. 

1831 (Dm. SiS^.— Eariy on the monuBg^ llio ttddea of Jao* 
Mandey atq.» of Sdabj-haUy near Sttiadrop^ b llio ooontf of Dv* 
ham, were set on fire, and fimr fine liorMS» two of them hnrtonb mk 
two ooacfa hoTfee, worth fhMm £400. to £50a were ODtinhF dMto^ 
ed. No doobt was entertained Aat this wae the work of hMOMa- 
riety at thia was a teond attack, the striiles hari^g been parthr sit 
en fire the Simdav previoiis, December the IMh but it Md MB 
gotonder. For tnenmehension of the incendiaries, hianvjjai^ 
government oilered £800., Mr. Mande £100., and the mamnssf 
Clevebnd £100. 

Deembtr M.— Upwards of 1,000 pitmen 



together at WaUridge oollieiy, near Che8ter4e-street, m the coMlf 



of Duriiam, and whue from twenty to thirtr men were at 
the mine, stopped the engine, necessarily kept going in 
pump out the water, and then threw laige iron tidia, woode* ci^ 
terns, corres, and other articles down the shaft, by wUdi staonga 

ireunoai 



of the engine, throwing down of tubs, &&, the wonunen 
in the utmost danger. For apprelumding and brindhy to fusHes 
the persons concerned in these outrages, his midesty s govannsat 
oflered a reward of 250 guineas, and a free pardon to accompBoesb 
and the owners of Waldridge colliery also oflered a reward of 850 
guineas to any one but the real actors in the outrage. At die Dor* 
nam Spring Assises, March the 2d, 1832, six men named JaaMS 
Becketts, Cuthbert Tumbull, John Middleton, John Rippon, Samusl 
Brown, David Kelly, and Thomas Moore, were put upon their trisl 
fi>r the above outrages, and after a patient investigation, the joiy 
retired for about ten minutes, and returned with a verdict BndiK 
Brown, Rippon, Moore, Middleton, Kelly, and Becketts, guil^, and 
Tumbull, not guilty ; the first three were then sentenced to IS 
months' imprisonment, Middleton and Kelly to 12 months, and 
Becketts to 6 months' imprisonment. It appeared upon the trial, 
that the pitmen employed at this colliery had refused to work, and 
in consequence the owners had employed some lead miners, wlie 
were down the pit at the time of the outrage. The pitmen's at- 
tempt at domination is here too apparent, seeing that they wiH 
neither work themselves nor let others work ; this b intderable. 
The laws will protect the men that are willing to work. Mr. Jus- 
tice Alderson, in passing sentence, observed ^ that they had been 
convicted by a juir of their country of a very serious offence, of a 
brutal and unmanly attempt on the lives of men who had done 
them no wrong, but who not being able by their honest labour to 
obtain a sufficient support, had engaged to take their places when 
they thought fit to aischarge themsdves. It happenea fortunatdy 
for them, fortunately for the poor iMd-miners, fortunately tor wt 



A. D 1831.] HEMAHKABLE EVENTS. 337 

county of Durham, that the military arrived in time to prevent tlie 
completion of their purpose. They were bold enough when the 
men they sought to crush were unuerground, but no sooner was a 
legitimate force opposed to them than they ran away like cowards, 
as they always were who felt a consciousness of guilt. He wished 
he could see before him the leader of their band, and that he were 
made to suffer the iiunishment he so well merited," &c. &c. 

1831 fDee. 30 J— Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, 
Elizabeth Headley, a^ed 107 years. 

December. — Died, in St. Giles' workhouse, London, Mr. John 
Mitford. He was born at Mitford-caatle, in North umberland, had 
served as a sub-oKicer in the fleets under Hood and Nelson, and 
was related to the noble family of Redesdale, but whose depraved 
and vicious habits had long rendered him an alien to his kindred, 
and an outcast of society. His name will be long remembered in 
connexion with Lady I'ercival, in the Black-heath aftnir, for his 
share in which, he was tried but acquitted. For many years Mit- 
ford had lived by chance, and slept three nights out ot the week 
in the open air, when his finances did not admit of his payijig three- 
pence for a den in Sl Giles.' Though formerly a nautical fop, for 
fourteen years before his death, he was ragged and loathsome ; he 
never thought but for the necessities of the moment, and having 
had once given to hira an elegant pair of Wellington boots, sold 
them for a sliiUing ; the fellow who bought ihem put them in pawn 
for fifleen shillings, and came back in triumph with the money. 
" Ah" said Jack, " but he went out in the cold air for it." He was 
the author of "Johnny Neiocome in t/ie Navy." The publisher 
gave him a shilling a day till he finished it. Incredible as it may 
appear, he lived the whole of the time in Bays water-fields, making 
a bed at night of grass and nettles. Two-penny worth of bread 
and cheese and an onion, was his daily food, the remainder of the 
shilling he expended in gin. He thus passed forty-three days, 
washing his shirt and stockings himself in a pond when he required 
clean linen. He was employed in the latter part of his life by pub- 
lishers of a humble class, and of a certain description. Efforts had 
at various limes been made to reclaim him, but without effect. A 

Mr. E , B printer and publisher, having an eye to business. 

took him into the house, and endeavoured to render him " decent ;" 
for a few days he was sober, and Lord Redesdale, (through the in- 
strumentality of Mr. James Green, of Wills' CofTee-house, Portu- 
gal-street, who had been a brother officer of IMitford's, and fought 
with him at the battle of the Nile), enabled him lo make a respect- 
able appearance ; indeed his lordship had numberless times evinced 
a disposition to support Mitford in respectability, but the wretched 
man was loo deeply plunged in vice and low habits to be reclaim- 
ed; Whilst editing a catchpenny publication, Mr, £ , was 

obliged to keep him in a place, half kitchen and half cellar, where, 
with a loose grate tolerably filled, a candle, and a boltic of gin, he 
passed his days ; and, with the covering of an old carpet, his nights; 
never issuing from his lair but when the bottle was empty. Some- 
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times he got furious with dnnk, and his shoes have been taken 
from him to prevent his emigrating ; he would then run out without 
tiicm, and has taken off his coat in winter and sold it for half a 
pint of gin. A short time before his deaths he wrote a song *< 71U 
Kmp ii 9 tnu Briiitk Sailor^' and sold it to seven different pub- 
iMihers. This miserable man was buried bj his friend ; he left a 
wife and ftmily, who had always been, and after Mitford's deaths 
n'cre provided for by Lord Redesdale. His remains were deposited 
in f^Giles's church-yard on the 30th of December. The funeral waa 
i«f a most respectable description, and a considerable sum of money 
«-s» given by the noble lord, to the paiq)ers of St. Giles' parish, 
"Hie fcillowing is a copy of the last letter he ever wrote ; it shews 
that he ended his days in comparative comfort. The letter is ad* 
^w«wd to one who had some hand in getting him into the work- 
hoii«c :^** Sir, — I have been so changeable in my state, that some- 
t'rmt« 1 have not strength to hold a pen to thank you for the venr 
^ost kindness I have experienced at your hands. The doctor is 
x^crr humane and attentive, for I cannot forget what a wretched 
Ko^^iear I was for any of you to notice. My breath will never re- 
A^«vr« and I firmly believe my lungs are decaying fast ; but I hapt 
tr pM round, and yet live a few years on Lord Kedesdale's muni* 
9kV«KY» and my earthly saviour Mr. Green's care. He said he 
«\\a)d leave another sovereign, but I have no extravagances to gra- 
«j!!\ — iVuits and other light things are all that I require — ^paper^ 
w^M^ i&c. I wish to go as near the mark as possible, as I place no 
Ui.*^ in any future hopes. The nurse is truly honest, and accounts 
V ui^* for every penny. Mr. Green, perhaps, mentioned to you 
iOv'ut $ouie clothes for me to sit up in, which I am sure would 
)iijittn my recovery — he thought he had an old dressing gown. If 
vt/u. Sir, can favour me with your assistance on this great point, it 
%» ill be an additional obligation conferred on an improvident poor 
i»frfi^*h^ who had no hope of twenty-four hours' life, when you re« 
v.x'ive<l him into this benevolent asylum. I am. Sir, Your truly 
v>»>ligvd nnd obedient humble servant, John Mitford." 

1831. — This year, St. John's church, in Newcastle, underwent a 
^vinplote repair by the exterior of the tower being pointed with ce- 
uiciic^and nearly the h hole of the crocketted pinnacles upon the tower 
.ut J the body of the church being in a very bad state, were replaced 
H lib new mason work, but preserving the original form. 

IS3:!J (Jan. \\), — Divine service was performed in the churches 
uiU various dissenting chapels in South Shields, prayers were of- 
cicJ up to God that the fearful disease then prevailing in the 
Mghbourhood might be stayed. The day was strictly kept as a 
Vliiiuv , all business being suspended, and all the shops closed. 

'c.ft/iary Ho, — This day, the Bums Club, of Newcastle, met to 
, v.v\n«4tv the anniversary of the birth of the immortal bard by their 
.xUuiKrd annual dinner, at the house of Mrs. Richardson, the 
ihc Three Indian Kings inn, on the Quay. The chair 
iUca bv Mr. Thomas Small, who discharged the duties of 
v<;<: ^((h that peculiar suavity of manner and exuberance of 
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humour for which he is Oislinguisheil. He wa^ ably sustainuU by 
Mr. Edward Train, as vice-preaideni. On the removal of thu 
clolh, after the usual loyal toasU, the diairnian rose, and in very 
fflicitous terms, excused himself for not entering fully into the 
poetictil character of the great national bard, the anniversary of 
whose birth they were met to celebrate ; he felt the task to be 
perfectly unnecessary in a company who had shown themselves so 
feelingly alive to the merits of one whose exquisite strains had 
called forth unmingled admiration, not only in the land which gave 
him birth, but in every country where their beauties had been made 
known. In conclusion, Mr. S. begged to propose " The immortal 
memory of Robert Burns;" which was drunk standing, followed by 
three times three enthusiatic cheers. After this toast, the secrtr 
tary of the club, Mr. W. G. Tliompson, delivered a poetical address, 
(formine the eighth which he had prepared, in succession, fur these 
interestmg commemorations of poetical genius,) which contained 
some allusions both to the serious and the humourous efforts of 
Burns, and was loudly applauded. In the course of the evening se- 
veral of the poet'sbest pieces weresung and recited; iu particular, the 
" Address to the Deil," by Mr. G. Burdis was much applauded, and 
the ex(]uisite song of " Highland Mary," was sung by the presi- 
dent with a touching pathos and sweetness which will not readily 
be forgotten by those who had the pleasure of hearing it. The 
toasts, which were chiefly from the works of Bums, were nume- 
rnuB, but not, however, to the exclusion of local genius ; a brief 
but forcible tribute was paid to the memory of Mr. Thomas 
Thompson, the author of " Canny Newcastle," &c. and his song of 
" Weel may the Keel row," was finely sung by one of the men)- 
bers, assisted by four others in the chorus. On this occasion, the 
space behind the president was fitted op with several busts arranged 
in the following older : in the centre a bust of Burns, prepared ex- 
pressly for the occasion by Mr. Dunbar, the sculptor, a member of 
the club: on the right of which stood busts of Byron and Mdton, 
on the left those of Scott and Shalcspeare, and in a niche on the 
lefl of the chair was placed a fine bust, by Mr. Dunbar, of Captain 
.lames Glencairn Burns, modelled whilst that gentleman was pass- 
ing through Newcastle on his way to visit his venerable parent. 
The arrangement did Mr. Dunbar great credit, and imjHirted a 
splendid and imposing appearance to the apartment. A beautiful 
pen-and-ink drawing of Bums, by Mr. Tram, vice-president, was 
also in the room, (a present from that gentleman to the club) and 
was much admired. The dinner and wines were excellent, and the 
harmony of the evening was maintained till a late hour under the 
unwearied auspices of the excellent chairman. This society, which 
is strictly private, was founded in the year IB20, previous to which 
time 3 public society, under the title of the " Newcoslle Burns 
Club," held anniversary celebrations, which were announced by 
advertisement. 

1832 (Jan. 23;.— The rope house of Mr. Cameron, of Bishop- 
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weannouth, was burnt down. The workmen had left tome houra 
before the discovery of the fire» and such was the violence of the 
flames, aided by the combustible materials of the ptace, that the 
whole was consumed in a short time. 

1832 (Ja$i. 28^ — The Newcastle Courant newspaper of this day 
was increased by the addition of another colunm (making seven), to 
each page. In the addrc^ to readers, it is stated, that for years the 
average number sold was <* upwards of 3,200 weeklv,** Admitting 
this to be the case, it may verv properly retain the motto ^ hic 
ST UBiQUE.** February the 11th, a new and enlarged wood cut 
by Mr. R. E. Bewick, for the head of this Journal was first used. 

Jamuary 30. — The right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, had a select party to dinner at the mansiOD-liouse, to 
meet the following scientific and distinguished foreigners, viz.^^ 
The Viscount Desfoumeaux, firom P&ris; Phifessor and Docttxr 
Delpaches, from Montpelier ; Doctor Lewenhagen, from Moacow; 
and M. M. Laurisson, and Da Costa, firom Switzerland. These 
gentlemen had visited Newcastle in order to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the phoenomena which characterized the spasmodic 
cholera in Englana. Men who come from the most distent parts 
of Europe to eather knowledge, to enable them to augment the 
sum of human happiness, are justly entitled to tlie highest respect 
of society, and in this instance the libendity of this worthy cbief 
maffistrate was highly conspicuous. 

January. — ^This month, a female penitentiary was established 
at Sunderland, and two individuals had taken shelter under its 
roof, and several more applications had been made. 

Fdfruary 3. — About twenty gentlemen partook of an excel- 
lent supper at Mr. Robert Pace's, sign of the White Swan, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle, on the occasion of presenting a bust and a 
handsome silver snuff-box, to Mr. William Gill Thompson, printer, 
the author of many ingenious poems and tales. The bust, which had 
been previously exhibited in the Northern Academy of Arts, was 
the first effort of Mr. R. S. Scott, and is an excellent likeness. Mr. 
D. Hobkirk presided, and the vice chair was filled bv Mr. W. 
Oliver, who gratified the company with a comic song, full of point 
and humour, written by him for the occasion. Amongst the com- 
pany were Messrs. Small, Dunbar, Train, Carmichael, Balmer, 
Archer, Dodds, and other mutual friends of the parties, who spent 
the evening with the utmost zest and good feeling. 

February 3. — A fire broke out in the paint manufactory of 
Messrs. Gibson and Todd, South Shields, which, in an hour and a 
half, intirely destroyed the valuable stock and premises. As there 
was a large quantity of oil, turpentine, rosin, and other inflamma- 
bles on the premises, great apprehension was entertained that it 
would spread to the property adjoining, but through the prompt 
exertions made to extinguish the fire, and the speedy arrival and 
efficient operation of the engine from NortJi Shields, this was 
happily prevented. Tlie fire wa^ occasioned by the boiling over 
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of a copper of oil. Great praise was due to Mr. Fairies to whose 
able and well directed efforts, the preservation of the steam flour- 
mill, and other property adjoining, was raainlj to be attributed. 

1832 (Feb. 5;.— The old Koman Catliolic chapel, Cockaliaw, 
Hexham, (a new one having been built), was opened as a place of 
worship, in connexion with the United Secession Church of Scot' 
land, by the Rev. D. C. Browning, of Newcastle, who preached 
three times to crowded audiences ; after each service, liberal col- 
lections were made in aid of the funds. 

February 1 3. — At twelve o'clock at noon on this day ^Monday), 
the old bridge at Morpeth was closed up and rendered impassable 
for all but foot-passengers, at the same time the new bridge was 
opened out for the use of the public on payment of toll. The old 
brid^jc, from its construction and decayed state having become in< 
convenient and dangerous, aod many accidents having happened 
thereon, an act of parliament was obtained for the erection of a new 
bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpeth. This 
act received the royal assent, June 1st, 1829. 

February 18. — About one o'clock in the aflemoon of this day 
(Saturday), the boiler of the steam engine attached to Messrs. 
Wheatley and Go's, forge, at the foot of the Swirle, in Sandgale, 
Rewcastle, burst with tremendous violeuce. Such was the force 
of the explosion, that masses of brick, stone, wood, in fact, almost 
all the interior of the building was scattered in every direction. 
The top and sides of the boiler being torn from the bottom, were 
carried through the roof of the forge, and, after ascending to a 
great height in the air, came down on Messrs. Angas and Go's, 
bonding warehouse, which was three stories high, and situated on 
' the opposite side of the street, breaking tlirough the roof, and 
lodgiiig on the second door of the building, breaking some of the 
strong beams of that floor. The explosion was attended with a 
lamentable loss of life. Mary Temple, aged II years, who was 
near the spot at the moment of the accident, was wounded 
by the fallmg of the walls, and severely scalded, and died on 
the Monday following. William M'Nare, the forgeman, employ- 
ed at the works, aged 51 years, Matthew Seymour M*Nare, his 
son, aged 10 years, who happened to be on the premises, were 
so severely scalded, that they survived but a short time. George 
Charlton, aged 32 years, and a female, named Susan Handley, aged 
10 years, afterwards died in consequence. Robert Stewart, John 
Lowrey, and John Dawson, were also severely injured. Part of the 
sufferers were removed to (he infirmary, where every attention wan 
paid to them. Three or four others were scalded but not seriously. 
On the Monday an inquest was held on the live bodies, when the 
jury returned a verdict of aceidental death ; but desired it to be 
stated, that the man entrusted with the care of the engine was not 
equal to the duties of his situation. It was generally reported that 
he had had the valve of the boiler tied down with a rope, for the 
purpose of having a good start on the forgeman recommencing 
work after dinner, luid thus allowing the steam to attain an 
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improper power. It was somewhat singular^ that the engineiiian was 
sitting wiUi hb daughter close to the boiler when it blew up, and 
both escaped mihurt. 

1832 fFeb. 21^^— Died, at his house, in l^don Place, Newcastle, 
after a few hours' illness, Mr. Eneas Mackensie, printer and pub- 
Ibher, aged 54 years. Mr. Mackensie was known to the public 
as the author of a History of Northumberland, a History or New* 
castle, and of several other works, and at the time of his death he 
was engaged in compiling a history of Durham, about one-half 
of which was published at the time of his demise. He was the 
proposer and active promoter of the Medianics' Institution, in New- 
castle. He was bom in Aberdeenshire, ftom whence his parents 
removed to Newcastle, when he was only three years old. When 
a young man he worked with his father as a shoemaker, and after- 
wards became a minister of the Baptist persuasion. He next com- 
menced business as a broker in Sunderland, but this not answering 
his expectations, he returned to Newcastle and opened a school 
which he abandoned for his final occupation, that of a printer and 
publisher in the number and periodical way. As a public man he 
was conspicuous, being the chairman of the memorable pc^tical 
meeting held on the town-moor of Newcastle, on October the llth« 
1819, on the transactions at Manchester; and more recently as 
one of the secretaries of the Northern Political Union. There is 
an engraved portrait of Mr. Mackenzie, and a bust of him is about 
to be placed in the Mechanics' Institution by a subscription of the 
members. Mr. M. fell a victim to the cholera, then ragmg in New- 
castle and its vicinity. 

Febnuny 24« — ^Died, at Berwick, Mr. James Lee, aged 100 
years, during a great part of which he had lived in the service of 
the late Sir Carnaby Haggerston, bart., and his father, Sir Thomas 
Hagg^erston. 

Pebruary 25. — This day (Saturday), the hon. Sir Edward Hall 
Alderson, knt., and the hon. Sir John Patteson, knt., judges of 
assize, arrived at Newcastle, from Carlisle. They were met about 
five o'clock in the evening by the high sheriff of^ Northumberland 
(George Silvertop, esq.\ near the top of the bank leading to Den- 
ton-bum, on the Carlisle road, about three miles from Newcastle. 
The prevalence of cholera morbus in the northern district, it was 
said had caused this alteration, as the judges of assize had not 
arrived at Newcastle from the west from time immemorial. See 
the year 1278, vol. upage 29. 

This month, the complete enclosure of St. Nicholas' church in 
Newcastle, by iron railing, was perfected ; the old wooden paling, 
upon a brick parapet wall, which had encircled the cemetery, having, 
from length of time, failed in different parts, was replaced with a 
stone parapet wall and lofty iron rails, which terminated on the 
east side of the south door way, as shewn in the annexed cut. 
This recess becoming a perfect nuisance, it was determined that 
the wall and railing should be brought round the west side of the 
door, thus encircling the cemetery and the whole body of the 
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tljurch. 'I'Ue cemetery only, was 6rst encircled in May, 1761. 
See vol. i. page 234. A great portion of the old wooden paling 
OD the soudi side, opposite to the vestry, was thrown down by the 
pressure of the crowd at the interment of the late Bcv. John 
Smith, vicar. Ste Jan. 22d,pagE 193. 
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1B32 (March 3 J The bonds of the pitmen of the rivers Tytie ' 

and Wear being near a close, they had a general meeting, on the 
above day, at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham. The meB 
began to arrive from tlielr reapeclive collieries shortly after nine 
o'clock, and, by eleven o'clock, it was supposed that there were 
between 7,01)0 and 8,000 on the ground, lliere were about lifty 
batmers, with various mottoes and devices ; one of them was sur* 
rounded with a deep border of crape, but was so with reference 
only to the death of a person at the colliery to which it belonged. 
lliiB meeting was for the purpose of not agreeing with the coal- 
owners for the next twelve months, unless they would bind the men 
belonging to the Union, and divorce the 2d and 7th articles from the 
bond, &c> Mr. T. Hepburn (ehairman) enforced the necessity of 
all their future proceedings being legal, and regretted the acts of 
several of the pitmen, some of whom were then being punished ac- 
cordingly. The other speakers were Waddle, Parkinson, Arkle, 
and Atkinson, who all urged the necessity of supporting the 
Union for the maintenance of each other, as no less tlian 10,000/. 
hud been paid in the last twelve months from its fundn. They also 
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deprecated, in strone terms, the outrages whidi had been com- 
mitted at Kenton, Waldridge, &c. At this meeting an advance of 
wages was not alluded to. After a few personaBties had been 
▼ented against certain individuals, and the thanks of the meeting 
given to various others, the meeting quietly dispersed. 

1832 r March 4^.— The Rev. J. Reed was presented to the vicar- 
age of Newbum, near Newcastle, vacant by the death of the Rev. 
Jas. Edmondson, who fell a victim to the cholera morbus, whilst diat 
disease was raging in that villase. No divine service having been 
performed there for some time, m consequence of Mr. Edmondsoo's 
death, on the above day (Sunday), the church was crowded to 
excess, and Mr. Reed, met concluding a very impressive sermon, 
gave notice that he was then going to read the funeral service over 
their late vicar, and, immediately proceeding to the church-yard, 
was followed by about six hundred people, first to the grave m the 
vicar, and then to that of those who had been buried under similar 
circumstances, without the rites of the church having been perform- 
ed over them. This was a solemn and affecting scene to the in- 
habitants of Newbum, where the effects of the cTOlera had been so 
awfuL 

March 7^— A melancholy occurrence took place in Beamish 
colliery, in the county of Durham. In consequence of an unex- 
pected rush of water, William Millar, the viewer, and Robert 
Moody were drowned; a third man escaped with difficulty. 
March 23, after the water had been considerably drawn off, the 
bodies Were found in a most shocking condition. On taking the 
shoes from Moody, his feet separated with them. He left a widow 
far advanced in pregnancy, and four children. The bodies were 
interred at Tanfield, on the following day. 

March 7. — In the evening, a young man, named George Hen- 
derson, a cabinet maker, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, who, along 
with others, was in the habit of going to St. Nicholas' belfi^y to 
practice the hand bells, in consequence of the hatchway of the first 
floor of the tower having that afternoon been left open, unfortu- 
nately fell a height of upwards of 70 feet, on to the flageed floor 
of the church, and was almost instantly killed. The following 
evening an inquest was held before Richard Hill Gee, esq., one of 
the coroners for Newcastle, on the body, when a verdict of ^< Ac- 
cidental Deaths'' was returned, and the jury unanimously passed a 
vote of censure for the gross negligence of the parties who had lefl 
tlie said hatchway open, without having given due notice tliereof. 
In consequence of this steeple having alarmingly shrunk it had 
been plumbed, and the plumb-line left hanging down the hatchway. 
For a view of the under part of this hatchway, ue voL t. page 63. 

March 8. — Died, at Alnmouth, Mr. John Adams, aged 94 
years. He was a man of peculiar habits, and entertained atheisti- 
cal principles, of which he did not hesitate the avowal. He had 
been originally intended, and was educated, for the profession of 
the law ; but reverses had changed his course, and he became de- 
voted to philosophical speculations. Mr. Adams at one time taught 
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a tchool in Loaghoughton, but, growing apparently more cynical 
with age, he ftoally withdrew from society, becomiog in a manoer 
a recluse, with no companion but his dog. The door of his man* 
sion, in the village of Alnmoulh, was carefully locked both on hia 
exit and his entrance, and he was odea the object of unprovoked 
insult from juvenile wantonness and unenlightened manhood. He 
was a man of an acute intellect ; his conversation, on general sub' 
jectB, was engaging and instructive, and his remarks on every thing 
connected with his peculiar opinions, were pointedly keen and sa- 
tirical. His features were good, his aspect serene and conlempla- 
tive. He always disdained to accept of parish allowance, and his 
diet must have been the most sparing imaginable. He was never 
married, and, notwithstanding his cynical habits, possessed naturally 
great benevolence. His body was interred in Belford church-yard, 
on the I2th. 

1832 (March 8J.— Tiie report of 
Mr. John Dobson, architect, on thb 
state of St. Nicholas' church steeple 
in Newcastle, was submitted to a 
meeting of a committee of the com- 
mon council, at which the church* 
wardens attended. It attributed 
the shrinking, which had excited so 
much alarm, to the injury which 
had been done to the foundations 
by interments in the inside of the 
church, and by a common sewer on 
the west side of it having been made 
o deep, and too near the building. 
\ The expense of efficiently securing 
r the pillars of the steeple, by mason- 
I ry and iron bars, was estimated at 
i fl,aOO,, to be defrayed partly by 
\ the corporation, and partly by the 
parish, if the parishioners Bhould 
approve of the measures which were 
isidered necessary for the safety of the building. Some alarm 
having again been felt for the safety of this beautiful steeple, the 
vicar of Newcastle applied to the architects, Messrs. Dobson and 
(jreen, who were engaged in superintending the repairs, to know 
whether it was well or ill founded. These gentlemen gave the fol- 
lowing answers: — "New Bridge-street, 2Ut April, 1832. Reve- 
rend Sir, — As it appears that the congregation of St. Nicholas' are 
in some degree alarmed at ihe stale of the tower, I beg to say in 
answer to your request, that I have no apprehension of any sudden 
&ilure of the building, so as to endanger the lives of the parish- 
ioners, although it be desirable, in order to avoid interruption, that 
the week day's service should be discontinued for the present. I 
remain, Reverend Sir, your obedient servant, John Dobson." 
" To the Keverend the vicar of Newcastle— Reverend Sir— In 
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answer to your enquiries respecting the safetjF of St. Ntcholas* 
church steeple* the foundation of which is now being laid open Ibr 
my inspection. I beg to state that I do not think the structure ia 
danger of falling at the present. I am. Reverend Sir, tout obe- 
dient servant, John Grkev. Northuii^>erland Place, Newcastle^ 
Monday Morning, 23d April, 1832." The foundations of the pB- 
lars of the tower were laid open in the interior of the diiirdiy ck* 
posing many coffins, vaults, Ac, which were remo v ed to other parta 
of the church, and several courses of very large stones were laid 
from pillar to pillar, the foundations of which were found to be 
in a very bad state. I have been informed by a builder, who for 
many years had paid particular attention to the shrinking of this 
tower, that alwsr^s afler these cracks had been filled up they sooa 
opened again. These rents have become alarming lately, mobably 
accelerated by the great weight of iron, stone, and lead wnich baa 
a few years blefore been added to the top. Immense bars of iron 
h&ve lieen put through the tower, as binders, and screw-bolted on 
the outsides, and every means adopted to secure the structure 
firom falling. — For an account of this steeple, see vol. u page 50. 

1832 f March 10 J. — Between 8 and 9 o'clock at niehta fire was 
discovered in the manufactory of Messrs. R. and W. Hawthorn, en* 
gineers, &c., at the foot of the Forth Banks, Newcastle, which 
speedily assumed a very alarming appearance. The engines were 
immediately sent for, and, in the mean time, a number of persons 
endeavoured to arrest the prc^ess of the fire, by throwing buckets 
of water upon it. After the arrival of the engines, some time 
elapsed before they could be got into efficient operatioo^ owing to 
a bad supply of water, and Uiey were a considerable time in full 
play before any visible effect was produced. About half-past nine 
o'clock, the roof fell in with a heavy crash, and the flames, which 
had before been partially confined, rose in a broad mass into the 
air. At this time the utmost fears were entertained for the con« 
tiguous range of tenemented houses, situated on the lower side of 
the manufactory, and leading to the Close, but, by the well-directed 
efforts of the engine, from the banks above, and the continued 
operation of those below, the danger was happily averted. About 
one o'clock on the morning, the fire was in a great measure subdued, 
and before four o'clock was quite extinguished, not, however, until 
the whole of the manufactory, with the exception of the offices, was 
reduced to a mass of ruins. The engines present were, one from the 
foundry of Messrs. Cookson and Co., in the Close, one from Messrs. 
Walker's, Parker's, and Co.'s lead works, and one each from the 
Newcastle, the Sun, and the North British fire offices. A detach- 
ment of infantry, and the dragoons from the barracks, were soon 
on the spot, and a party of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
Volunteer Cavalry were also early in attendance. How the fire 
originated could not be ascertained ; it broke out in a room imme- 
diately above the engine, and it was conjectured to have been 

• Mr. T. M. Richardson, artist, of Newcastle, is about to publish an in- 
terior and exterior view of this structure, during these operations. 
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oc'cssionedby the heal. Thcdamagewasestimstcd at nearly £d,000^ 
of this the loas in pattems was about £2,000., the remainder arose 
from the destruction of the building, the machinery in use, and 
the articles in the prugresB of manufacture. The stock and pre- 
mises were insured for about £2,000. A loss, which operated 
very severely, was that of the tools of the workmen, chiefly milU 
wrighls, which were consumed. A man of the name of Thomas 
ITiirlaway, in the employ of Messrs. Cookson, unfortunately got 
his le^ broken whilst assisting to get out Messrs. Cockson's engine. 

ISSa (March 21 J Being the day (Wednesday) appointed for 

a general fasting and humiliation, on accomit of the grievous plague 
tvherewitli it had pleased divine Providence to afflict this country, 
was observed in Newcastle with all the solemnity befitting the oc- 
casion. All the shops in the town and neighbourhood, with few 
exceptions, were closed, the manufactories were off work, and the 
day seemed to be generally considered as a Sabbath day. Suitable 
sermons were delivered at all the churiihes and chapels, which were 
unusually well attended. The day was most religiously observed 
at Durham, SuudeHand, South Shields and North Shields, Alnwick, 
and all the neighbouring towns. 

March 22. — Mrs. Mayoress gave a grand ball and supper at 
the Mansion-house in Newcastle. From a laudable desire to serve 
the tradesmen who had all suffered in some degree from the pre- 
vious visitation (cholera), it was resolved that this should be a fan" 
cy, as well as a dress ball. The gaiety and splendour in which 
many of the guests appeared, shewed their readiness to meet the 
wisii of the hostess ; while the number of the gentry, not only of 
the town, but of the adjoining counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, afforded a flattering testimony of the estimation in which 
the chief magistrate and his lady were held. The exterior of the 
Mansion-house was decorated with variegated lamps, and the inte- 
rior was tastefully adorned with flowers and evergreens. The 
company (who had been invited by card) began to arrive at 9 
o'clock, and continued to arrive, with little intermission, till afler 
1 1. Notwithstanding the number of carriages, from the arrange- 
ments which were made as to their arrival and departure, all con- 
fusion was avoided. The ball was !ed off at 10 o'clock by the 
sheriff of Newcastle (W. A. Surtees, esq.) and Miss Keed. 
Dancing continued in the Oak Room, where a band under the 
direction of Mr. Bagnall attended, and the Hall, where the band of 
the Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cavalry played, till 
li o'clock, when supper was announced. The viands were such as 
became the hospitality of the Mansion-house of Newcastle. After 
supper, dancing was resumed, and continued till nearly 6 o'clock 
on the morning. The attention and urbanity of the host and hostess 
were unremitting, and greatly enhanced the pleasure of the ball. 
Among the fancy dresses, those which attracted moat alttntion 
were the person ideations of Napoleon Buonaparte, Duroc, Charles 
the Second, Rochesier, an Indian bridegroom, the Due de Ven 
dimie, a courtier of George the First's reign, a Persian Prince, a 
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Tiirkiah chief, BiUyl4uJc<«^y9 Doctor FuagloiSyte. Ac. Sevenl 
of the ladies were in superb dresses, and some of them added to 
their charms by assuming the costumes of Swiss and French pea- 
sants, Poles, &c They had one fitult only : they were too mi^mi- 
ficent for the persons they represented. The whole asaeiuily 
presented an exhilarating spectacle, where beauty and qplendoor 
appeared to rival each omer. There were between 500 and 600 
persons present. Mr. Mayor ( Ardiibald Reed, osa.V in full dressy 
with ornaments of office; Mrs. Mayoress, splendid fimcy diess; 
Mr. Arthur Reed, an Esquimaux ; Miss Reed, fkoty dress ; Miss 
M. A. Reed, a French peasant ; Miss Helen Reed, Highland girl; 
Mr. J. Reed, full dress ; Mr. A. Reed, jun., an Oriental dress (won 
by Tippoo Saib) ; Miss Abbs, a peasant of the Ppenees; Mr. Adm- 
son, Kuiff Henry VIII ; Miss Adamson and Miss Fife, ladies of hb 
court; Mr. Matt. Anderson, plain dress; Mr. Anderson, fimcy 
dress; Mr. J. Anderson, Russian; Mrs. A. fimcy dress; Mr. D. 
Akenhead, full dress ; Dr. Alexander, a Genoese ; Mrs. A., fimqr 
dress; Mr. and Mrs. Allhusen, court dresses ; Mr. W. A., full diess ; 
Mr. C. A., German student ; Mr. Archbold, full dress ; Mr. W. 
Armstrong, plain dress ; Mr. Askew, plain dress ; Mrs. Atkinson, 
fimcy dress; two Misses Baker, Neapolitan and Turkish costumes; 
C^>tain Battersby, Napoleon Bonaparte, (an excellent personifica- 
tion^, acconopaniedby Duroc, Lieutenant Houblon, afterwards Cas- 
par m Der Frieschutz ; Mrs. Bates, Milboume-hall, full dress; filr. 
B. court dress ; Miss B., Rosine in Les Deux Families ; Miss S. B., 
flower g^rl ; Mr. Bates, court dress ; Mrs. Bell, full dress ; Bfrs. 
Bell, court dress ; Mr. Bell, yeomanry uniform ; Miss B. Nei^litan 
costume ; Mr. Henry Bell, court dress ; Mrs. B., fancy dress ; two 
Misses B., Tyroliennes ; Miss Bellairs, fancy dress ; Mr. Bellany, 

?lain; Captam Benson, a Mahomedan chief; Mr. Charles Bigge, 
Sth Light Dragoons ; Mr. H. Bolckow, full dress ; Mrs. S. Boyd, 
Swiss peasant ; Mr. Robert Boyd and Miss B. fancy dresses ; Inrs. 
Wm. Brandling, full dress ; two Misses Brandling, court dresses ; 
Mr. Ralph Brandling, Spanish troubadour ; Mr. Brandling, York- 
shire hussars; Mr. Brummell, uniform; Miss B., fancy dress; 
Misses Brummell, full dress; Dr. Bulman, court dress; Mr. 
Campbell, jun., Greek chief, Colocotroni; Miss C, Neapolitan 
costume ; Miss Henrietta C, French costume ; Colonel CampbeU, 
Newcastle Hussars ; Mrs. C, a fancy dress ; Mr. George Carr, and the 
two Misses Carr, Russian costume ; Mr. H. Carr, Hamlet ; Mr. J. 
M. Chapman, uniform of the Newcastle and Northumberland Vo- 
lunteer Cavalry; Mr. Forster Charlton, uniform Northumberland 
Militia ; Mrs. C, full dress ; Mr. and Mr. W. Clark, full dress ; 
Miss Elizabeth Clerk, Spanish ; Miss Jane C, Bernese ; Mr. C. W. 
Collingwood, Sir Peter Teazle, very well dressed and supported ; 
Mr. Collingwood, court dress ; H. J. W. Collingwood (High Sher- 
iff of Northumberland), uniform; Mrs. C^ fancy dress; Mrs. Col« 
linson, full dress; Miss Eleanor C, a Heidelberg peasant; Mr. R. C., 
as Michael Scott, the Wizard ; the Misses C, Calabrian peasants; 
Miss C, an Utopian princess : the Rev. Mr« and Miss Cook, fuU, 
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dress ; Mrs. Thomai Cookson, and two MisEes Cookaon, mourning 
dresses ; Mr. J. C^ jun^ uniform ; Mr. C. C, uniform of Ihe Tenth - 
Hug&ara; Mr. John and the Missea Cookson, Gateshead Park». 
mourning dresses; Misses Coulson, fancy dresses; Mr. G. W.- 
Cram, Persian ; Miss Cram, Spanish lady ; Alderman CramlingtoBtJtl 
and Miss Cram lington, full dress; Mr. Thomas Crawhall, uniformi^l 
Mr. Joseph C, full dress; Mr. W. CrightOD, full dress ; Captain DalB,>^ 
uniform ; Mrs. D., full dress ; Miss Dale, (Docktvray Square), fait>t | 
cy dress; Mrs. Depledge, full dress ; Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Dixon,, j 
full dress; MissDobson, a tady of the 16th century: Miss Donkii^^ 
fancy dress; Mr. Downing, court dress of George 11., very goods j 1 
Mr. E. D., a sailor, excellently dressed and supported ; Mr. K. D_ i 
and Miss 1)., fancy dresses; Mr. Dunbar, plain dress; Mrs. and 
Miss Dutton, faoc^ dresses ; Mr. D., jun., uniiorm Tyne Hussars ; 
Mr. Edgcome, plam dress ; Captain Ellis, fancy dress; Miss E., 
Amy Robsart ; Miss Ellison, French costume ; Miss Margaret El- 
lison, lllyrian ; Mr. P. G. Ellison, royal archer; Mr. Ettrick, Turfi. 
ish costume ; Mr. Errington, High Warden, Albanian soldier ; Miss 
£., a Tuscan peasant ; Messrs. G. and F. Ewart, court dresses ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Fairies, and two Misses F., full dresses ; Mr. T. Fea- 
wick, Turk ; Mrs, F., full dress ; two Misses F., Swiss girls : Mrs. 
C. Fenwick, full dress; Miss F., Rosina; and Miss S. F., a young 
lady of Queen Anne's reign ; Mr. T. W. Fenwick, brigand chief; 
Mr. George Fenwick, court of George 111 ; Mr. T. Fenwick, plain 
dress ; Alderman Forster, plain dress ; Mr. Forster, Nortlmniber- 
land-street, Turkish costume; Miss Fothergill, plain dress; Mr. 
Charles Fox, Swiss dress; Miss Fox, full dress Mr. Fryer, plain 
dress ; Miss Gothard, full dress ; Mr. George Gouthwaite, Charles 
II., excellent costume ; Miss Graham, Anne Page ; Mr. Greenhow, 
court dress ; Mr. W. Greenwell, plain dress ; Mr. Charles Griffith, 
full dress ; Mr. Gully, brigand chief; Mr. HarbotUe, court dress ; 
Mr. Jos. and Mrs. Hawks, full dresses; Mr. George Hawks, adju- 
tant lo Lord Durham, commander of the Templars ; Miss Head, 
lam, fancy dress ; Dr. Mrs. and Miss Headlam, full dresses ; Mrs. 
Headlam, full dress ; Mr. and Miss Heath, Greeks ; Mr. T. and 
two Misses Hedley, plain dresses ; Mr. Hewitson, old court dress ; 
Miss Hickson, (Ripon), Milanese peasant girl, in holiday garb ; 
Mr. G. W. Hodge, sailor ; Mrs. H. full dress ; and three Misses 
H., fancy dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. George Hodgson, full dress ; Mr. 
Thomas Hodgson, plain dress; Mr. James Hodgson, plain dress; Dr. 
Home, Highland chief ; Mr. Hood, Due de Vendome ; Mrs. H., 
Frances de Lorrain, Duchess de Vendome ; Miss H., peasant of 
, Murcia, Spain ; Captain Hope, Yorkshire Hussars ; Mr. Hoyle, 

L full dress ; Mr. Rich. H., Spanish costume ; Mr. J. T. Hoyle, Ko- 
I dolph, in Der Frieschutz; Mr. F. Humble, plain dress; Lieut. Huoy, 
I uniform ; Mrs. H., fancy dress ; Mr. W. Hustler, the Young Preten- 
ff der, and afterwards Dr. Pangloss : Miss Collinson Hutchinson, arch- 
I eress, gold and green ; Mr. J. H., William, in Black-eyed Susan, afVer- 
I wards as a broom girl, and Billy Lack-a-Day, (very good) ; Mrs. H., 
I fancydress; Dr.andMrs.Hutchinson.fancydress; Mr.lldcrton, full 
I court dress ; Mrs. 1., full dress ; Miss L, splendid dress ; Miss H. L, 
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SwiBs peasant girl ; Mr. C. 1 , a kMot ; Captain Innes, R. N^ H 
dress ; Miss, and Miss Harriet 1., plain dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. Jac 
BOD, full dress Mr. C. F. Jackson, Black Brunswick Huwar ; I 
E. J. Jackson, Tyne Hussars ; Miss Jamieson, full dress ; Mr, < 
Jaques, Yorkshire Hussars ; Miss Jaques, Neapoliti 
and MiiB Jobling, Newton-hall, full dresses ; Mr. J. Jobling, Wall 
end hunt dress ; Miss M. and Miss I. Jobling, Spanish costuol 

Jrovince of Murcia ; Mr. M. L. Jobliag, a Saracen ; Miss T 
obling, Turkish fancy dress; Mr. T. W. Jobline, ( 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, full dress ; Mr. Johnson, full dress ; 
KeetUvside, Swiss ; Mrs. Kell, lancv dress ; the Rev. Mr. Kenipa 

(lain dress ; Mr. G. A. Lambert, Mrs. and Miss L., plaii 
Ir. G. Lambert, Wallsend hunt dress; Mr. R.. full dress: 
N. ti., a Spanish Don ; Miss Lambert, Alnvrick, a lady of the 154 
century: Mr. J. Leadbitter, court dresit ; Mrs. asd Miss Liddd 
(Shieldfield), plain; Mr. G. Liddell, (Sliieldtield^, court dress flfl 
George L ; Miss Linskill, Catalonian costume ; Mr. f. Loggan, plain 
dress; Misses Loraine, fancy dresses ; Miss Loraine, fancy dress; 
Misses Losh, Swiss peasants ; Mr. R. W. L., a German trom the 
Hartz mountains; Mrs. L., full dress ; Mr. Mackreth, court dreatj^ 
Mr. Mackintosh, full dress; Mr. James Mc Intyre, uniform of til 
Northumberland Yeomanry Cavalry ; Dr. Mc Whirter, plai. 
Mr. Mcltar, full dress ; Miss M., Spanish lady, full dress; Miss t 
H. M., Neapolitan, full dress; Mr. Henry A. Mitchell, plain dreai;' 
Dr. and Mrs. Morson, full dresses ; Miss Morton, a lady of the 
last century (admirably dressed and supported) ; Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Nicholl, full dress; >Ii88 Norman, Pyrenese dress; Officers of the 
15lh Foot, in full dress uniforms ; Mr. Ord, as fellow commoner oC" 
Oxford ; Miss Otter, full dress ; Mr. Ormsby, court dress ; 
Paget, court dress ; MrS' P., a Swiss lady ; Mr. S. Parker, jun., 
form of the Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cavalry ; 
Charles P., ditto ; Mr. H. P. Parker, a Brigand ;• Mr. R. S. Pember- 
ton, fancy dress ; Mrs. T. Pemberlon, a Turkish lady ; Mr. T. Pem- 
berton, fancy dress; Mr. Pitts, plain dress; Captain Pitts, R. N., 
wearing the order of the Tower and Sirord ; Mr. and Mrs. R, 
Plummer, full dress ; Mr. Jos. Pollard, Jun., plain ; Mr. Thos. and 
Miss Pt Swiss ; Mr. A. G. Potter, in uniform ; Captain Potts, 
uniform nf the Northumberland Militia ; Mrs. P., fiitl drese ; Mr. 
Price, full drese; Miss Purvis, fancy dress; the Officers of the 
Queen's Bays, in uniform ; Mrs. and the Miss Reeds (Durham^i 
Ikncy dresses; Mr. G. T. Railston, as a Black Brunswick Hia-i 
«arf Mr. Charles Raine, Greek costume; Mr. Rankin, Romaa' 
consul ; Misa H., fancy dress ; Mr. and Mrs. Redhead, full dres* ; 
Miss Redhead, Polish costume ; Miss Hannah Redhead, Austrian 
costume ; Mr. Henry Redhead, fancy dress ; Lady and two Misses 
Kidley, full dress of mourning; Captain R., unilbrm of the North- 
umberland Cavalry ; Mr. Rippon, Tyne Hussars ; Mr. G. Selby, 
full dress ; Mr. Alderman Shadforth, plain dress ; Mrs. S., fancy 

• Mr. Hcnrj Perlee Parker, artist, of Ni-wmstle, is at present 
painting a jiicture of this gruiil tani:y dresa ball. Tht; grouping ii 
and the pniitiple eharactCTs appear lo be very ably r^prcsenlen. 
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dreaa ; Miss F. S., ball tlrees of a French Pyrenese ; Mr. Henry 
Shield, as Rochester ; tlie Rev. Mr. Shute, plain dress ; Miss F. 
S., flower girl : Mr. Small, uniform of the Tyne Hussars ; Mr. W. 
and Mrs. Smith, Turkish costume ; Mr. Tltoisos Smith, jun., full 
dress of the Northumberland Hunt; Miss Smith, fancy dresa; 
Mr. Smith, Togstone, plain dress ; two Misses Sorsbie, full dressy 
Mr. S., jun., Polish costume ; Miss Spence, full dress ; Mr. Stan- 
ley, Albanian soldier, (well supported) ; Mr. D, E. and Mrs. Ste- 
phens, North Shields, Spanish dresses ; Mrs. Alderman Surteea^ 
and two Misses S., mourning dresses; Mr. S., Sheriff* of New- 
castle, a Spanish grandee; Mr. l^tzroy Surtees, Young NorvaLj 
Mr. Speddmg, an Indian bridegroom; Miss Taylor, ball dresa; 
Mr. ThompsoD, Swiss ; Mr. W. Thompson, sailor; Mr. Thompson* 
uniform ; Mr. Tinley, plain dress; Mr. Tinley, jun., a sailor; Mri 
Nicholas Walton, court dress; Mr. Watson, uniform of the Perty 
Tenantry ; Mr. Watson, uniform of the Newcastle and Northuni* 
berland Volunteer Cavalry ; Miss Wawn, full dress ; Miss Werge 
French peasant ; Captain West, R. N., full uniform ; and Mri 
West, fancy dress ; Captain Weston, Mussulman ; Miss White, l. 
Grecian princess ; Dr. White, court dress: Mr. John Williamson* 
Durham, Persian dress, actually made in Persia, riclUy ornamented ' 
with jewels of great value ; Mr. Wilson, plain dress ; Mr. Win- 
stanley, a Swiss counsellor of the Hth century ; Captain Woodi^ 
uniforn) of the Northumberland and Newcastle Volunteer Cavalry ; 
the two Misses Wright, Swiss ; Dr. White, plain dress. 

1832 ^MarchZSJ. — A fancy dress ball tookplace at the Assembly- 
rooms, m Newcastle. It commenced in tlic large room, and was 
attended by upwards of 200 ladies and gentlemen. At a quarter 
past ten o'clock the ball was led off by the sheriff of Newcastl* 
(W. A. Surtees, esq.,) and the lady of H. J. W. CoIIingwood, esq^i^ 
bigli sheriff of Northumberland, and was kept up with great spirit 
until aflcr three o'clock on the morning. The company had il 
most splendid appearance in the room, many of the characlcra 
being well supported ; but as most of them had appeared in th«. 
same costume a few nights previous, to enumerate them a second 
time would be quite uninteresting. 

TliLB month, died, the celebrated race horse XYZ, the winner of 
many gold cups, and the property of R. Riddell, esq., of Feltoa , 
Park, in Nortliumberland. 

April 6. — The hrst stone of a new chapel of ease was laid ab 
Duddo, in the parish of Norliam, by the Rev. William Stephen 
Gilly, vicar, in the presence of a great number of the inhabitants. 

April 9. — A grand fancy dress ball given by the gentlemeo 
of Durham and its neighbourhood, took place at the Assembly- 
rooms there ; and it may be truly said that a more splendid display | 

s never witnessed within the walls of that ancient city on anT 
previous occasion. The rooms were tastefully decorated wiUl 
banners and with a profusion of evergreens and flowers, under the 
direction of Messrs. Clark and Robson. Shortly before 10 o'clock, 
the whole of the company, comprising the elite of the county, had 
arrived, when the coup dmil was picturesque and briQiant in the 
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extreme, tbe roomt, in hcU presenting one Maze ofbeftutj, grac% 
and lorelinesi. Kor was the <i— *i«"*g splendoor of the scene s 
little enhsnced by the rich and eimmt drosses of the ladies, whidi 
every where shone conspicuous. It would be a difficult task ade- 
qnstely to describe the Tarioos costumes or the difierent disiso- 
terk Suffice it then to say. that the former comprised tfaoseof 
almost erery nation, whibt the latter were sustained with intinhf 
spirit, tsct, and humour. The fuD bsnd was ably led by Wetherell 
and executed during the evening many delightful per f ormances. At 
ten o'clock the votaries of Terpsidioie began to ** trip it on thelkbt 
fsntastic toe," and the ball opened with a livelr country danc^led 
off by Colonel Cookson. of Witton Hall, and Miss Chajtor, iHiich 
was followed by quadrilles, gallopades, and waltzes. Siqmer wsi 
announced at nslf-past twelve, when upwards of 230 satoown is 
the costly banquet. The wines, including champagne, bmgundyi 
claret, hock, bucellas, banac ,&c., were of the choicest and ricfaert 

Sity, and were supplied in the greatest possible profivka. 
rge Hutton Wilkinson, esq., of Harperlej nrk, presided, sad 
discharged the duties of the chair in a very felicitous and e fBci en t 
manner. Robert Henry Allan, esq., of Durham, officiated ai 
Vice-president, and Captain Cumby, R. N., C. B., presided in die 
second room. Dancing was resumed at half-past two o'clock, and 
was kept up with unabated spirit until a late hour on the momiK 
The subjoined is a list of the donors of this splendid entertain- 
ment, those marked thus* being the committee of management 
— W. C. Harland, esq^ Sutton Hall ; J. Fawcett, esq., Durham ; 
* Anthony Wilkinson, esq., Coxhoe Hall ; Thomas Maude, esq., 
Selaby; J. Stapylton, esq^ Norton; John Allan, esq., B]aa[- 
well ; William Allan, csq^ Blackwell Grange ; * Robert Henry 
Allan, esq^ Durham ; ** John Gregson, jun., esq., Durham ; 
George Omsby, esq., Durham; T. Griffith, esq., Durham; H. 
J. Ellis, esq., Findon House ; W. Harland, esq., Durham; R. 
D. Shaf^o, esq., WTiitworth Park; T. Pemberton, esq., Barnes; 
John Trotter, esq., M.D., Durham ; * Henry Stapylton, esq., Dur- 
ham ; G. Wilkinson, esq., Durham ; W. C. Chaytor, esq., Durham; 
Edward Shipperdson, esq., Durham; J. W. Williamson, escu 
Whickham; T. Greenwell, esq., Durham; George Hutton Wil- 
kinson, esq., Harpcrley Park ; Rowland Burdon, jun., esq.. Castle 
Eden ; Walter Scruton, esq., Durham ; * J. VV. Hays, esq., Dur- 
ham ; ♦Rev. T. R. Shipperdson, Durham ; George Townsend Fox, 
esq., Durham ; Cuthbert Rippon, esq.. Stanhope Castle ; Captain 
Cumby, R.N., C.B., Heighington; W. T. Salvm, esq., Croxdale; 
Colonel Shadforth, Durham ; J. D. Lambton, esq., Durham ; ♦WU- 
liam Mills, esq., Newton Hall; Thomas Cookson, esq.. Hermitage; 
John Dunn, esq., Durham; Henry Donkin, esq., Durham; Sir 
William Chaytor, bart, Witton Castle; Edward Johnson, esq., 
Chester Deanery ; Thomas Wade, jun., esq., Silksworth ; Edward 
Clavering, jun., esq., Durham ; R. A. Atkinson, esq., Plawsworth 
Cottage ; Colonel Cookson, Witton Hall ; Robert Surtees, esq., 
Redworth House ; John Bowes, esq., Streatlam castle. 

1832 (AprilWj. — The pitmen of the rivers Tyneand Wear helda 
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general meeting of their body at tlie Black Fell, near Wreckenton, 
in the county of Durham, to the number of about 9,000. The 
greater part of them walked in procession, carrying banners, &c. 
About eleven o'clock Mr. T. Hepburn, as usual, was called to the 
chair. After the chairman had opened the proceedings, several 
other speakers in succession addressed the pitmen, all of whom en- 
forced the necessity of supporting the union, which they said would 
eventually baffle the machinations of their employers. Before 
closing the meeting, the chairman addressed the people in a very 
encouraging strain — ^let them (he said) make a few sacrifices, 
twelve months would teach them a vast of experience ; things 
would come round in such away that there would be need of more 
pitmen than were ever employed in England before, as pits were 
then being sunk to the north and south of them, and in Lincoln- 
shire, all of which would want men. It had been said that they 
ought to get knowledge ; he would teach them how to do that*- 
let itinerating libraries be established among all the collieries, that 
might be done for about a shilling a man in the year, and that, he 
thought, was obtaining knowledge at a cheap' rate. In conclusion, 
he urged them to part quietly, and let the world see their determina- 
tion to support good order. The meeting then broke up, the men 
formed under their respective banners, and left the place of meet- 
ing in the most peaceable manner. 

1832 (April 19 J, — The sale of some detached portions of the 
Greenwich Hospital estates in Cumberland and ^^orthumberland 
which had been long previously advertised, took place in the great 
room of the auction mart, London, Mr. George Robins, auctioneer. 
Cumberland being out of my district^ I shall only state that the 
enchanting Keswick estate in that countv, containing 2,376 acres, 
was sold to Mr. Marshall, M. P., the first and on^ bidder, for 
30,000 guineas. In Northumberland, the manor of Meldon, in- 
cluding Meldon Park estate and farms, five miles from Morpeth, with 
Meldon Park Comer inn and premises ; also the North and South 
Needless Hall farms, consisting of 2,070 acres^ including 171 acres 
of plantation and woods, water corn-mill, and fishing in the river, 
farm houses, buildings,- gardens, &C., rental at the time of the sale 
£2,119 per annum, free from tithe. This, the most valuable lot of 
the sale, excited a most spirited competition. Mr. Robins said the 
commissioners of the hospital had expended £7,000 a few years be- 
fore in improving the property, and the rental anterior was £2,114 
a year. The first bidding was 40,000 guineas, and it was event- 
ually sold for 56,900 guineas, to Isaac Cookson, esq., alderman of 
Newcastle. The other lots were of minor import, and were not sold. 

AprU 21« — The works of those collieries where the men had 
made a sticky being at a stand, the owners had in many instances 
engaged other hands, and their late servants illegally retaining 
possession of their dwellings, there remained but one c^ two alter- 
natives—either to submit to their late servants, or to put the new- 
ly engaged men into possession of the houses, &c«, which are kept 
expressly for the occupancy of their workmen. On the above day 
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(Saturday), the work of legal, but forcible cjedum fint 
at HettOQ coUiery, in the county of Durham. Piroper atept had 
been taken to prevent as much as possible any disturbance ; special 
constables were appointed, a strong force of London police was ia 
readiness, assisted by a detachment of the Queen's Bays, and those 
who refused to join the combined workmen were famished wiA 
arms for their protection. >^liile families and fVuniture were 
handed to the door, in the presence of the authorities, do resial- 
ance was offered, but the evening gave <* dreadful note of prqiam- 
tion.'* Many of the union men assembled in a group; smsal 
were armed, occasional shots were fired, and, as if to intimidale 
the new hands, to prevent others from being induced to join, mti 
overawe the masters, a terrible vengeance was taken upon one of 
the bound men named John Errington, who was found the neat 
morning, barbarously murdered. On the Monday morning tfae* 
coroner, T. C. Maynard, esq., arrived, and a jury having been aun* 
moned, immediately proceeded with the inquest, when, after a long 
and tedious investigation, which lasted about ten days, the j«y 
returned a verdict of '** wUfiU murder*" against George Strong and 
John Tumbull, as principals, and against John Moore, and Lake 
Hutton, as accessanes before the fact. These persons were com* 
mitted under an escort of cavalry (it being apprehended that a 
rescue would be attempted by their comrades, hy whom they weie 
loudly cheered), to Durham gaol to take their trials at the ensdng 
assizes. Errington was one of the few pitmen at Hetton o^ery 
who had consented to be rebound, and had in consequence become 
obnoxious to the union men, of which body he had been a strenu- 
ous advocate, but had seceded from their councils. This sangui- 
nary deed had been perpetrated by firing two marbles into his body, 
and such was the savage joy of these demoniacs, that when the 
funeral of the murdered man was passing the doors of the pitmen, 
it was barbarously assailed with terrible yells and execrations. 

1832 (May I J. — In consequence of the pitmen not agreeing with 
the coal-owners, and at the same time persisting to occupy the 
houses belonging to the latter, the work of ejection was still 
proceeding at several of the collieries. On the above day (Tues- 
day), a sanguinary attack was made upon the advanced party of 
forty-five lead miners (whom the owners had engaged), while on 
their way to Tyne Main and Friars' Goose collieries, situated on 
the south side of the river Tyne, about two miles east of New- 
castle So violent was the assault, and so deadly the means re- 
sorted to, that two of the poor fellows were nearly killed, and the 
remainder were pelted with stones, and otherwise maltreated while 
at Gateshead. Measures were then taken to preserve the peace ; 
special constables were sworn in on the Wednesday, and on the 
day following, the work of ejection was commenced at Friars' 
Goose, the pitmen having kept possession of their houses a fort- 
night longer than the stipulated time. Scarcely, however, had the 
proceedings begun, when several hundreds of pitmen, &c, com- 
menced a furious assault with stones and other missiles, and the 
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ejecting party were obliged to seek safety Id flight. In the alter- 
noon, on the information of the outrage reaching Archibald Reed, 
esq., mayor of NewcastJCi an additional number of constables were 
sworn, who, at eight o'clock on Friday morning, provided with fire- 
arms and cutlasses, proceeded under the direction of Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town -marshal, but without the aid of the military, to 
finish the work of ejection. On reaching Friars' Goose, a great 
number of pitmen were assembled, in whose presence, Mr. Forsyth 
delivered to his men two rounds of cartridge, containing swan shot, 
with strict orders not to fire till commanded. He then advanced, 
and the pitmen gave three cheers in defiance. Mr. Forsyth ex- 
horted the pitmen to commit no breach of the peace, but they lent 
a deaf ear to his advice, and were reinforced every moment with 
frcsb arrivals. The police in the mean time proceeded in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and having entered the house of a pitman 
named Thomas Carr, his wife obstinately refused to go out, and 
was carried to the door by two men on a chair. She seized the 
hat of a policeman, flourished it over her head, and cheered on 
the mob ; Carr then came forward, and begged that his furniture 
might be carted away to Gateshead. This request was complied 
with, and Mr. John Lough, sergeant at mace, with a small party 
of assistants, were dejiuted to guard the two carts. They were 
speedily met by upwards of 100 pitmen from the Felling, who at- 
taclied the guard, and wounded three of the men. Soon after, 
another body of the people attacked the premises appointed as a 

fuard-houae, overpowered the sentry, and carried off the guns, 
'he noise and shouting brought Mr. Forsyth to the spot ; he drew 
his cutlass and endeavoured to make his way through the immense 
masses of men that interposed between himself and the police. 
He was twice knocked down, and at length with great difficulty 
reached his companions, who were most unhappily stationed in a 
narrow lane, which was overlooked by a hill on each side, on which 
the pitmen stood, and threw brick bats, stones, &c., at them. The 
constables thus pressed, and considering their lives in danger, fired 
amongst the crowd, then making a rush, got out of their unfortunate 
position, and gained a rising ground to the east, near to Mr. Easton 
tile viewer's house. Some of the pitmea fired at them as they re- 
treated. Five or six of the pitmen were wounded, one of them 
severely. Mr. Forsyth was wounded in the head and leg rather 
severely with stones ; one of the special constables was also severely 
cut about the head. The police, from tlie place of their retreat, 
sent oS" two men express to Newcastle, for the military, the pit- 
men suspecting their object, obstructed their passage as much as 
possible. About twelve o'clock, one of these messengers galloped 
through Newcastle, on his way to the barracks without a hat, and 
exhibiting a cut in his face, and had one of his ribs broken from 
the injuries he had received. The soldiers proceeded without delay 
to Friars' Goose, attended by the mayor of Newcastle, and the Kcv. 
Mr, Collinson, rector of Gateshead. No further disturbances had 
taken place, and by the time of their arrival, tlie flicti had tu « 
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mat memirB dispened. The polte {irooefided to aevcli «D te 
EcuMt in the neigtibourboodf and appralieDdadiipwdi €f ftiqr 
penoMonmdiBi^ofbeiiigeoiioeniedintlMieoiitn^^^ TtttH^ 
with others, who were apprehended on the Sitardaj, were lni%t< 
fai the gaol of Newcasdoy and on the Mondaf , nmrwda of twenq^ 
indadSf^ three women, were committed ftr tiU at the naast D» 
ham amieSy and were lent off to the coutjr gaol tmder an eioirt 
of cafahy. The remainder were eidier beood o>ver to keep Al 
peacot or discharged* 

1888 (Ma^ lO;— Died, at Ma honte fa Nor flMm dw iilan i l- atMift 
Newcastle, dee^Jy regretted, Christopher CoohaontM., fa die6l|l 

year of his itte, barrister at fa w, recorder of Newtama noM TfM^ 
and of Berwidc upon IWeed. iSSis Sepkmimr mk, IBM, mm 

S68. lOr.CodnonwassacoeededmtherecorderriiipofBflnrUhbiif 
Robert Ingham, esq. of Westoe^ near South SUdd^taristernt fair, 
on the 21st of Biay ; andatameetfagof liieCoaBBiett Coonaltf 
Newcastle^ on the S8d of the same mondi, Jamea Loslv aof^tf 
Jesmond, near Newcastle^ barrister at faw, was deetad iMoadaaif 
that town. ' > 

Mi^ 11«— As soon as die redgnanon of Eari- Ofw teami 
faiown in Newcastle^ on this dinr (IMdajrV a requintiaa ta-Mi 
mayor was signed by iqmards of 800 indrndnda In-a Ibwtmm^ 
lequestiitt him to call a pnUie meetmg of die fah a bit a nts of 40 



town and nelghboarfaood, ** to take fato conaiderBtfaa and adml 
audi measures as may be deemed expedient fa dm preaanC eveaM 
state of public afEBurs.** The reqiusitioQ was presented to the majpor 
the same day, and his worship was pleased to appomt the mcet i ag 
to be held in the Spital on Tuesday (Ma^ I5th), at <me o'dock. 
Notwithstanding the unfiivourable state of the weather, numerom 
bodies of persons bc^gan to arriTo at an early hour from die ooimtiy, 
and from some of the neigfabourbg collieries, many of them accom- 
panied by bands of music, banners, &c^ and after paradbg thioi^ 
some of the principal streets, repaired to the place of meeting. Atone 
o'clock the requisitionists proceeded in a boay from the TiuIl's Head 
inn, and those who had been selected to ccmduct the busineea of the 
meeting, took their station on the hustings, which had been erected 
on the raised walk on the south side of the Spital-fieid. After the com- 
pany had arrived, the number of banners displayed gave the scene 
a very animated appearance, and the mottoes of some of them called 
forth the cheers oif the meetine as they came up to the hustings. 
Amongst others were ** The Bill or no Supplies. *^ No Welling^ 
ton." « Scot and Lou" << P^ace and Unity.** << Live, and let Ltve." 
** No Tory Minister, Grey, Brougham, and the Bill, Russell, Al- 
diorp, and No Mistake." <« God save the Kios^— the word Kkm 
erased. ** Invincible in Union." ** Civil and Rdigious Liberty* 
« All Men have equd Rights." << Persevere and be Free," Ac. Ibe 
assemblage of -persons on the ground was variously stated, bat 
40,000 was supposed to be 'about the number. Mr. Mayor not 
being present to take the chair, Mr. John Fife stepped forward 
and said, '* Friends and fellow countrymen, this is not a meetnigof 
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the Political Uuiod exclusively, but of every denoinination of re- 
formers, who, regardless of minor differences, have united for one 
common object. 1 beg to propose tlmt Dr. Headlam do take the 
chair." This wa« seconded by Mr. Thomas Doubledaj, and carried 
by acclamation. The meeting was addrea»ed in luminous and 
energetic speeches by the chairman, James Losh, Thomas Double- 
day, J. B. Wright, and John Fife es^rs., and by Messrs. Larkin, 
Donkin, &c. &c. Tiie chairman having read and put the resolu* i 
tions to the meeting, they were carried by acclamation. M^i 
Charnley having read the luldrcss to the king, and the petition to J 
the House of Commons, they were carried unanimously. That J 
gentleman then proposed the thanks of the meeting to Sir M. W> < 
itidtey, barL, and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle<t 1 
to T. W. Beaumont, esq., and Viscount Howick, the members fot.l 
Northumberland ; and to William Hussell, esq., and Sir Hedwortli 1 
Williamson, bart., the members for the county of Durham, for their 
support of the reform bill in parliament (cheers) ; also the warmest 
thanks of the meeting to Lord Ebrlngton, and the two hundred 
and eight^.eighl, who voted for the constitutional resolution which 
they carried to the throne. This motion was carried amid much 
cheering. Mr. Losh said he had another motion to propose. It was 
not written upon paper, but it was more indelible, for it was written 
upon their hearts — it was the cordial thanks of the meeting to Earl 
Grey ; Mr. Charnley seconded the motion, and it was carried en- 
thusiastically. Mr. Losh then moved the thanks of the meeting 
to the chairman, which was seconded by Mr. Fenwick, and carried 
amid loud acclamations. The chairman having thanked the meet- 
ing most sincerely, he concluded by urging the meeting to sign the 
petition, &c., before they lelt the ground, and retired amidst the 
cheers of the assembly. Numerous calls were then made for Mr. 
Attwood, who was observed upon the hustings; after some hesita- 
tion, that gentleman come forward and stated, that the reason of 
his not having taken any part in the previous proceedings of the 
day, was his absence when the requisition to the mayor was signed, 
and consequently, no part having been assigned to him in the 
arrangements made at the preliminary meeting. On private ac- 
counts he did not regret this, for he had been labouring under in- 
disposition, which peculiarly unfitted him for addressing so large 
an assembly as that which he beheld before him. In obedience, 
however, to the cail with which they had honoured him, he would 
endeavour to say a few words on the subject on which they had 
been called together. He then addressed the meeting at some 
length, wherein he stated his regret for the fate of the reform bill, 
and the unfortunate position of the public cause. A{\et urging the 
necessity of a close political union amongst tliemselves, and keep- 
ing their eyes steadily on the law and the constitution, whereby tliey 
would set ail the machinations of tjieir enemies at defiance, Mr. 
Attwood adverted to some ex|)ressions which had tkllen front Mr. 
Larkiii as calculated to do, at least, as much harm as good to the 
cause. He then concluded by thanking the meeting for theii 
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attention, and td viiad them to fo quietly to their bomee, and afibid 
no cause of complaiiit frooi tbeir enemiee* 

18S2 fMay 12;.— Thefint number of anewraaper entitled •'Hie 
Newoestle Journal/' wai printed and poMithed in Newcutle, ^bw 
Hemaman and Perring, the proprietoriy at No. 69, Pilgiim-atieetr 
This paper 11 dated on the Saturday, and is not fNiblished untfl 
that day. There was a newspaper under the same title published 
in Newcastle neariy a century ago. 8m April7tk, 1789, adLi 
jM^ 156. 

Jfay 16.-— In pursuance of a very numerous and respeet- 
idde reauisition to Thomas Bowes, esq., the bailiff of Darlinston, an 
unusuaUy large meeting of the inhabitants of that town was bald, to 
take into consideration the proper measures to be adopted by the 
people, when a petition to the House of Commons, praying them 
to address the Icing to recall Earl Grev to the nation, imd also to 
withhold all supplies to government of tne public money, until such 
a refimn as would satisfy the country be granted, was unanimously 
agreed to. A Tariety of resolutions were passed. The speahen 
were Thomas Bowes, esq., Warren Maude, esq., Messrs. Sherwood, 
fifawbum, John Pease, Joseph Pease, sen., Nesham, Robinson, 
Coates, Hogarth, Miller, L^tfiwt, Hartley, Ac The w is embiy 
of people was so large that it was necessary to hold the meeting m 
the open air in front of the town-hall. 

Same day, about eleven o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke 
out in the premises occupied by Mr. George Heshm, currier, MiD- 
atreet, Sunderiand. By the prompt assistance of the engines, ihe 
flames were got under m about three hours, after having destroyed 
the first and second fioors, and the principal part of the roof. 

The early part of this month, the skeleton of a female, without 
a head, was discovered by a mason digging a well in Moor-gate- 
street, Sunderiand. 

Mc^ 17^-^A meetine c£ the friends of reform in Durham and the 
neighbourhood, was hdd at Thwaites' Long-room, which was very 
numerously as weU as respectably attended, roost of the gentlemen 
of consideration in the county being present. Amongst others 
were observed, Sir William Chaytor, of Witton Castle, bart., Mr. 
Baker, of Elemore, Mr. Rippon, of Stanhope Castle, Mr. R. J. 
Lambton, of Murton House, Mr. Sbnflo, of Whitworth, Mr. Mey- 
nell, of Yarra, Mr. Mason, of Chilton, Mr. Mills, of Newton Hall, 
Mr. W. Willikmson, of Whitburn, Cok)nel Mills, of Willington, 
Mr. Wright, of Sands, Mr. Salvin, of Croxdale, Dr. Fenwick, Mr. 
Harland, sen., Mr. Harland, jun., Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Hopper, 
Colonel Austin, Mr. R. H. Allan, Rev. T. R. Shipperdson, of Dur- 
ham, &c. &c* ; and apologies were made for the absence of Mr. 
Williamson, the chairman of the county, Mr. Shipperdson, Sir R. J. 
Eden, hart., Mr. Wilkinson of Harperley Park, and Mr. Allan, of 
Blackwell. The meeting was called, when it seemed undoubted 
that the duke of Wellington would assume the reins of power ; and 
its object was to take the necessary steps for oiganiaing thej^ounty, 
preparatory to the expected dissolution of parliament. Dr. 
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wu voted to the chair, and opened the busineBS of the 6tj in 
an eloquent speech. He wm followed by Mr. Harland, sen., who, 
in an energetic addreM proposed the resolutionB, He said that the 
power wiiich was behind the throne must be extinguished by the 
people, and that if things had gone on in the manner that appeared 
likely a few days ago, he would have proposed the withholding of 
the supplies and the appointment of parliamentary commissionen 
for the right application of the public money. These declarationa 
were much cheered ; and the resolutions were carried by acclama- 
tion. Sir William Chaytor, of Witlon Castle, hart., Cuthbert Rip- 
pon of Stanhope Castle, esq., William Thomas Salvin, of CroxdSK^ 
est]., and Kobcrt Henry Allan, of Durham, eaq^ being appointed m 
committee to carry the objects of the meeting into effect. After 
thanks had been voted to the chairman, and three hearty cheers given' 
for Earl Grey, " that good great man," the assemblage broke up. 

1832 (Mai/ nj. — A public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Gateshead wsn held, " to lake into consideration the pre* 
sent state of the question of reform, and the measures to be adopt- 
ed in consequence of the resignation of his majesty's ministert,'* 
The requisition was signed by ninety-«ix of tiie principal inhabi- 
tants, and the meeting was appointed by the Rev. John Collinsoo, 
the rector. Commodious hustings were erected at the upper end of 
Oakwellgate-street, for the accommodation of the speakers and their 
friends, andby one o'clock, thehourofmeeting, an immense concourse 
of people had assembled. Joseph Willis, esq., was called to the 
chair, and opened the business of the meeting, which was address 
ed by Mr. J. B. Johnson. Mr. W. H. Brockett, Mr. Joseph Wataon, 
and others, at\er which a number of resolutions were proposed and 
passed, and the petition and address were read and adopted unani- 
mously, after thanks had been voted to Earl Grey and his colleagues, 
to Lord Ebrington and the members who voted with him in the 
House of Commons, and particularly to Sir Hedworth Williamsoiif 
barl., and Mr- Russell, the members for the county of Durham, Is 
the rector for his readiness in convening the meeting, and to the 
chairman, the meeting broke up. 

Similar meetings took place at Alnwick, at North Shields, and 
at various other places in Northumberland and Durham. 

May '23. — A singular anonymous letter of this date was re- 
ceived by the Tyne Iron Company. The following is a copy: — 
" Fourteen years ago, 1 was a workman in your Lemington works, 
and was in the habit of pilfering little trifling things, only k 
pennyworth at a time. I have got converted to God, through 
the Wesleyan ministry, and they leach that restitution is neceix 
sary to salvation. God has pardoned me, and I hope you wil 
do the same. My conscience tells mc I must have taken at dift»> | 
rent times to the amount of iOt.; and, I am told, money i 
interest doubles itself in fourteen years, 1 enclose you £5, hopioK 
that you will never oppose the Wesleyan Methodists. May 2Sd, 
183£." The company presented the £5. to the Gateshead Dispen- 
sary, For a similar letter, tee addmida, August 9, 1828. 
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1838 (Ma^ 25^— The fouodatioa itone of a iieir church it 
Saley, in Nonrthumberland, was laid by the Rev. Christopher Bird, . 
▼icar of Chollerton, in the presence of the dergy of the neigfabour- 
hoody the principal inhabitants, and a large concourse of people. 
The old church had become litUe better than a mass of ruinSy and 
totally unfit for the celebration of tlivine service. By the pers^ 
Tering exertions of the Rev. Henry A r m str o n g, the curate, and 
other members of a committee selected for that purpose, sufficient 
funds were raised to rebuild and enlarge die structure, without 
having recourse to a pvish rate. Previous to the interesting cere- 
mony, the Rev. C. Bhrd delivered an appropriate addieas; die 
stone was then laid with die usual ceremonies, and three hearty 
cheers were given by the persons assembled. The coDtractois 
and labourers were refreshed at the expense of the manners. 
The clergvmen and committee partook of the hospitali^of the 
Rev. H. Armstrong. The proceedings of the day ezated die 
strongest interest. 

Ma^ 26. — A general meetine of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
Wear, was held on Boldon Fell. The meeting was addressed by 
Mr. T. Hepburn and several others, who moved and seconded a 
series of resolutions, but their observations contained nothing thsi 
betokened a speedy arrangement of the difierences with the coat 
owners. 

Same day, Messrs. W. Bewick and D. Dunbar*s exhibitioQ of 
paintings and sculpture by British and Foreign artists, was first 
opened at the east end of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle. The exhibition to continue open two months, from 
nine o'clock on the morning till dusk in the evening of eac^ day, 
Sundays excepted. Admission one shilling — season tickets, three 
shillings. Quarto catalogues, with a large wood cut of the princi- 
pal picture, drawn and engraved by Mr. William Harvey, a native 
of Newcastle, were charged one shilling each. See July 27 th^ 1831, 
p€ige 305. 

May 28. — A man of colour, named Edwards, performed a some- 
what novel and arduous feat on the north turnpike, near Newcastie* 
Holding the nath of a carriage wheel in his letl hand, he rolled it 
along the turnpike with the utmost ease, and in this manner though 
the ground was very slippery, ran sixteen miles in two hours. A 
great number of people collected to witness the performance. 

May 30. — A man named Kobson, a workman at Heaton lime 
kiln, near Newcastie, incautiously ventured on the top of the kiln, 
which gave way, and he sunk down into the burning lime. Seve- 
ral men immediately proceeded to the spot, and lost no time in 
rendering every assistance, but the unfortunate man was dead be- 
fore they could get him out. He had been married only three dajrs. 

The same day a pit which had been sunk at Wooler, in North- 
umberland, for the purpose of obtaining water, fell in whilst Mr. 
S. Morton was emplojred in making some alterations at the bottom 
of it. The pit was about thirty-six feet deep, and was built round 
entirely with bricks without lime. All the bricks, to within five or 
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six feet of the bottom, gave way, and a great qoaDtity of earth 
having fallen in along with them, the pit was in an uistant filled up 
to wi&in five or six feet of the surface. As soon as the alarm was 
given, a number of people Immediately crowded to the spot, but on 
seeing the pit so completely choked up, every person despaired of 
rendering the unfortunate man any assistance. A number of men, 
however, commenced to clear out the pit ; and in order to accom- 

esh the work as expeditiously as possible, an express was sent to 
>ddingtdn colliery to procure the assistance of some pitmen, they 
being well acquainted with work of that description. The men in 
a very short time arrived, and used their utmost exertions in get- 
ting tne earth and bricks taken out of the pit. When they had pro- 
ceeded about fifteen feet below the surface, they were astonbhed 
on hearing Morton calling from the bottom. They of course re- 
plied to him, and thus stimulated, they continued, with increased 
exertions, till they at length sot him safely drawn to the top. Mr. 
Morton was so situated wl tne while at me bottom, that he could 
neither move leg nor arm, he was so firmly enclosed with earth and 
bricks, that, afler the workmen had got his head and arms cleared, 
it required a considerable time longer to disengage the rest of his 
body. As there were upwards of thirty cart-loads of bricks, besides a 
^eat quantity of earth taken out of the pit, the miserable condition 
m which he was placed beneath the ground for the space of nine 
or ten hours, may easily be conceived. 

1832 ("May SO J The Durham church estate bill, '< for sepa- 
rating the Rectory of Easlngton, in the county of Durham, from 
the Archdeaconry of Durham, and annexing in lieu thereof, a pre- 
bend or canonry in the cathedral church of Durham," was read 
a third time in the House of Lords and passed. 

May SI. — The Right Worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, accompanied by the river jury, and a party of gentle- 
men, proceeded, according to annual custom, to survey the boun- 
daries of the river Tyne, under the jurisdiction of that corporation. 
About half-past seven o'clock on the morning, the party left the 
mansion-house for Shields, from whence they returned about half- 
past two o'clock in the afternoon, amid the firing of cannon and the 
ringing of bells, &c. At that time the sight was very pleasing from 
the number of light and elegantly painted boats, with suitable flags, 
which preceded the barges to the mansion-house. The stewards 
of the incorporated companies, in compliment to the chief magis- 
trate, had tlie Swan steam-boat tastefully decorated for the occa- 
sion. On the paddle cases were painted, the words " A. Reed, 
Esqr's., Sixth Mayoralty." After partaking of refreshments at 
the mansion-house, the company departed for Hedwin Streams, 
whither the fineness of the oay attracted a numerous company to 
enjoy the sports of the afternoon. There were races on the King's 
Meadows, in one of which a horse named Peacock missed his step 
and fell down, and, a mare named Lady Mary, which was following 
close, fell over him, and broke one of her l^s. 

Jlfoy.— There was at this time living at ^rryhill, in the coun^ 
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tfie good tenie of the men tbemidvM. TlieiiieBofiMMi tntf^Ml 
luid prerioudy agreed to fine mr one of Aeaidf^i 5e. l»fto Aum 
bem a state ofintoxicatton on theft dftjr. After mnnnb ' 
town, wlmdi oocupied neeriy tiro faooia, the wbole bodf 
up roond the nianet-phoe^ Th^ hidi wfaidi hid tiMiluifcd fjil 
l^[; incenantly durbg the nierdiy then eiBflwd* ndp wsA ilie Hri^ 
terminated Uie acclamationg of die peoplet ftr m nJante tJieteniM 
a dead pause, aU heada wef« miooveredy and at m gifeD awnalt A 
simoltaneous cheers, uttered fimn thousands or Brifian 
rose in awful grandeur to die skies. The l arie as d e H i p ai ih 
their respective banners and leaders, then filed off in dobbin 
to die tables diaft bad been appointed ftr dwn, till al i 
doned. This was done before dinnnr tinioy ttatt JBrm^ 
know his own place, widiout die conftiswn of sfjflling nr n 
The people were then dismissed ftr an hour to feat 11m 
and to allow all die dinner orders to be fiw w ai d wL At 
o*ck)ck the trades arrived and took their a ss ign ed ntaeeaso'dU 
tables, on which the attendants expeditknisly pinoed dbe iBrfBlii| 
viands, and the long disused custom was afl& revived ftv o^U^ 



of servant and master exchanging duties widi each oCfaer* 'Mmili. 
ter kindly and attentively seeking to promote die cu B il h i l a tf H^ 
former. During dinner, the delegates and g e n t lem en of the esrii^ 
mittee were enmfled either in carving m, or waittag o%'Mk 
people ; and at 4 o^dodc they assembled at die Woilmask^-iitft 
spadons room fitted up for the occasion, and dined togedier» llMl 
concluding, in festive harmony, a day of rejoicing sudi atf waa never 
before witnessed in the North of England. The workmen of Measts. 
P^ker, of Haughton-)e-Skeme, marched to Darlington and joinsd 
in the procession, carrying along with them their banners. Tlwy 
afterwards returned to Haughton, where they were sumptuoosfy 
regaled with plum-pudding and roast beef. It would be mjustiee 
to omit noticing, that the wives, sisters, and daughters of those who 
had dined in public, were regaled with tea and cakes in the open 
air, in various parts of the town, by the kind contributiona of the 
ladies of Darlington, whose enthusiasm on this national occasisn 
proved them to be thorough reformers. The following are adected 
nrom hundreds of mottoes that were emblazoned on the floating 
dr&peries of the trades' banners and other private flags :— The rio> 
rious triumph of 1832— May the Sun always shine on real Rem^ 
mors, Earl Grey for ever — ^Tne Voice of the I^^e is the Voice of 
God — Long live Earl Grey and all Reformers — The Day is oor»— 
May the Sons of St. Crispin ever flourish with Reform — Let us 
rejoice. Reform is accomplished — The King, the Ptople, and Re- 
form — Reform is won, \^ctory is ours«— L^ the merry bella rinf^ 
Grey, Brougham, and the Bill«^By Perseverance we have con- 
quered — TruUi and Justice have oedded our Cause— Clevebrnd 
we adore — Durham we delight in — Long live Grey, Bro 
and their Colleagues, the Champions of Reform— A Day of '. 
is worth an Eternity of Bondage — Success to the Town and Ti 
of Darlington — No Com Laws— No Tithes— The rig|iteoua Blan 
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three or four gentlemen, the benefit of which was evident, from 
the admirable arrangements that were made. On Monday even- 
ing, deputies from all the trades in the town met the committee at 
the Town-hall, and received from them general directions, the 
execution of whichrwas committed to Mr. George Elwin, by whose 
venr spirited and skilful exertions all the trades were marshalled 
under their respective banners. The order in which they were to 
inarch was fixed by ballot, and the numbers were ascertained that 
would join the procession on Tuesday morning. The Darlington 
and West Auckland bands volunteered their services, and were 
provided with tickets for the dinner. In the mean time, the gentle- 
men who had been appointed to prepare tables, obtained from the 
timber-merchants a large quantity of deals, which were formed into 
tables, from 20 to 50 yards in length, in the market-place, and 
these were covered with cloth, furnished by the drapers. The 
tables were so arranged, that the elegant gas column in the square 
formed the centre, the intervening spaces being wide enough to 
admit o£ the necessary attendants n*eely passing each other. The 
ale was placed in the shambles, under the charge of three gentle- 
men who were to distribute it to the tables according to the num- 
ber of persons at each. All the preliminaries having been arranged, 
at 12 o'clock precisely the procession commenced moving in the fol- 
lowing order, from the Town-hall, amidst the deafening thunders 
of thousands of voices : — The National Fl^, one hundred gentle- 
men 4 abreast ; Earl Grey's Arms ; Lord Brougham's Arms ; the 
Darlington band ; an Emblematic Flag; the ho^t of Odd Fellows, 
in full dress ; a banner ; the Woolcombers, with a sliver of blue 
and white wool across tlieir breasts ; a banner ; the Coach-makers ; 
a banner ; the Coopers ; a banner ; the Worsted- weavers ; a ban- 
ner; the Linen-weavers; a banner; the Bricklayers; a banner; 
the Flax-dressers ; a banner ; the Shoemakers ; a banner ; the Car- 
penters; a banner; the Tanners, Curriers, Skinners, and Finishers, 
in their respective dressess and banners ; a banner ; the Bleachers ; 
a banner ; the Carpet-weavers, with a skein of blue, red, and white 
worsted yam across their shoulders ; a banner ; the Sawyers ; a 
banners ; the Tailors ; a banner ; the Smiths ; a banner ; the Gar- 
deners, with a triumphal arch and crown of evergreens ; a banner ; 
the Painters ; a banner ; the Plumbers ; a banner ; the Shopmen ; 
a banner ; the Railway men. Each company was attended by two 
of the committee to preserve order, ana to carve at dinner. The 
procession marched round the town-boundaries and through the 
principal streets, the bands playing, bells ringing, guns firing in all 
directions, and colours waving from the windows, roofs, and chim- 
neys in the whole town. Not only town's people were assembled, but 
multitudes from the neighbourhood, takmg advantage of the beau- 
tiful state of the weather, flocked in to witness the magnificent 
spectacle. Upwards of 3000 men walked in the ranks, and so far 
as could be calculated, above 12,000 people were congregated on 
the occasion, peace and good order were effectually maintained, 
not more by the judicious arrangements of the committee than by 
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the good sense of the men themselves. The men of one tan-jrard 
had previously agreed to fine any one of themselves 5s, who should 
be in a state of intoxication on that day. After perambulating the 
town, which occupied nearly two hours, the whole body was dirawii 
up round the market-place, The bands which had continued play- 
ing incessantly during the march, then ceased, and, with the musiCy 
terminated the acclamations of the people; for a minute there was 
a dead pause, all heads were uncovered, and at a given signal, three 
simultaneous cheers, uttered from thousands of Britiui bosomSy 
rose in awful grandeur to the skies. The various companies, under 
their respective banners and leaders, then filed off in double columns 
to the tables that had been appointed for them, till all were sta- 
tioned. This was done before dinner time, ^t every man might 
know his own place, without the confusion of seeking u»r a vacancy. 
The people were then dismissed for an hour to rest themselves, 
and to allow all the dinner orders to be forwarded. At three 
o'clock the trades arrived and took their assigned places at the 
tables, on which the attendants expeditiously placed the smoking 
viands, and the long disused custom was again revived for a while» 
of servant and master exchanging duties with each other, the lat- 
ter kindly and attentively seeking to promote the comforts of the 
former. During dinner, the delegates and gentlemen of the com- 
mittee were engaged either in carving for, or waiting on, the 
people ; and at 4 o clock they assembled at the Work-house, in a 
spacious room fitted up for the occasion, and dined together, thus 
concluding, in festive harmony, a day of rejoicing such ad was never 
before witnessed in the North of England. The workmen of Messrs. 
Parker, of Haughton-le-Skerne, marched to Darlington and joined 
in the procession, carrying along with them their banners. They 
afterwards returned to Haughton, where they were sumptuously 
regaled with plum-pudding and roast beef. It would be mjustice 
to omit noticing, that the wives, sisters, and daughters of those who 
had dined in public, were regaled with tea and cakes in the open 
air, in various parts of the town, by the kind contributions of the 
ladies of Darlington, whose enthusiasm on this national occasion 
proved them to be thorough reformers. The following are selected 
from hundreds of mottoes that were emblazoned on the floating 
draperies of the trades' banners and other private flags : — The glo- 
rious triumph of 1832 — May the Sun always shine on real Refor- 
mers, Earl Grey for ever — The Voice of the People is the Voice of 
God — Long live Earl Grey and all Reformers — The Day is ours — 
May the Sons of St. Crispin ever flourish with Reform — ^Let us 
rejoice, Reform is accomplished — The King, the People, and Re- 
form — Reform is won. Victory is ours — Let the merry bells ring, 
Grey, Brougham, and the Bill — By Perseverance we have con- 
quered — Truth and Justice have decided our Cause — Cleveland 
we adore — Durham we delight in — Long live Grey, Brougham, 
and their Colleagues, the Champions of Reform — A Day of Liberty 
is worth an Eternity of Bondage — Success to the Town and Trade 
of Darlington — No Com Laws — No Tithes— The righteous Man 
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falleth seven times and riseth sgQin — Let the King put avay the 
wicked froni before him and his Throne Ehall be established in 
Righteousnesa — England must be free as the Thoughts of Man — 
United we stand, divided we fall — Grey and Brougham — Victory 
follows the Brave — The glorious Triumph of Grey and Brougham 
— England expects every Man to do his Duty. The whole passed 
over with the greatest order. 

1832 (June 1 1 J. — About 6 o'clock in the afternoon, as Nicholas 
Fairies, esij., of South Shields, a magistrate for the county of Dur- 
ham, was riding to Jarrow colliery, he was accosted by two pitmen, 
under the pretence of asking charity, when one of them look hold 
of his hand, and the other seized him and dragged him from his 
horse ; one of the men then gave him a violent blow on the head 
with a brick, when they fell upon him, and after kicking and beat- 
ing him most unmercifully, left him on the road in an almost life- 
less state. The transaction having hecn observed from a house at 
a short distance, assistance was immediately sent to him. From 
tlie dreadful nature of the wounds which Mr. Fairies received on 
his skull, he lingered until June the 21st, when he expired. One 
of the villains was apprehended, but the other escaped. His ma- 
jesty's government offered a reward of three hundred pounds, and 
the vestry of St. Hilda, one hundred pounds, for the better appre- 
hending and bringing to justice the persons concerned in this 
diabolicid transaction. A coroner's inquest was held on the body, 
at Mr. Ovston's inn. South Shields, and after a patient examination 
of Dr. Winterbottum, Mr. W. K. Eddowes, and Mr. James Ed- 
dowes, surgeons, and Dr. Brown, of Snnderland, and of several per- 
sons, gomeof whom witnessed the furious and di^olical assault, and 
who detailed the appalling circumstances with great minuteness, the 
jury returned a verdict of wilful murder against William Jobling 
and Italph Armstrong, (the former of whom was in custody) 
It having been announced by a mourning placard that the funeral 
of the deceased would take place on Wednesday the 27lli, several 
gentlemen, holding high official situations in the town and neigh' 
bourhood, expressed their wish to take a part in tlie procession. 
On the mommg, the flag on the church steeple, and those of the 
several ships in the harbour, were hoisted half-staff high, and most 
of the shops in the town were closed. At ten o'clock, the mayor 
of Newcastle (Archibald Reed, esq.), accompanied by Mr. Surtees, 
the slieriff, and Mr. Alderman Sorsbie, arrived at the town-hall, 
and soon after, the chairman of the quarter sessions, for Durham ; 
the rev. Mr. Baker, rector of Whitburn ; the rev. Mr. Collinson, 
rector of Gateshead ; and the rev. Mr. Hoi lings worth, rector of 
Boldon ; Bryan Abbs, and William Loraine, esqrs., magistrates ; 
James Edgcome, esq., collector of the customs at Newcastle, and 
several other gentlemen of the neighbourhood, together with the 
churchwardens, vestrymen, and respectable householders, joined the 
family of the deceased in following his remains to the grave. The 
pall was borne by the rev. Robt. Green, of Newcastle, lieut. col. Cras- 
ter, Cutbbert Young, Jeremiah Archer, Christopher Bainbridge, 
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John Straker, Henry Major^ and John Hedley, esqrs. The funeral 
service was performed in a verj impressive manner by the rev. John 
Carr, and several members of the choral socie^ assisted. The col^ 
fin was made out of a tree cut down for the purpose, which had 
been planted when Mr. Fairies came of age. It bore the follow- 
ing unostentatious inscription, *'Nichdas Fairies, died 21 June, 
1S2, aged 71 years.** 

1832 (June 15^.-— Between six and seven o'clock on the morning, 
an awfiu calamity occurred at Philadelphia, Newbottle colliery, bv 
the explosion of a steam engine boiler on Lord Durham's rail-roao, 
whereby five individuals were killed and thirteen dreadfully bruised, 
three ci whom have since died, the others remain in a very pre- 
carious state.-— The workmen were in the act of repairing the 
boiler at the time of the explosion, which, together with Isrge 
pieces of metal pipes, &c«, were thrown to a great distance. Tne 
machine house was blown down and rent to the foundation, and 
stones, bricks, &c«, scattered in all directions ; the dwelling house 
adjoining the machine was also blown down upon the family of 
Robert Sheldon, when four of them, three of his children, and his 
fiuher, Joseoh Sheldon, again 87 years, were killed ; his wife had 
ber arm broxe while endeavouring to rescue her infant, and a little 
ml who is much bruised. A little boy and his grandmother were 
m the house, but escaped unhurt. 

JflMM 16^— Another meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
Wear, took place on Boldon Fell. There was a faUing off in num- 
ber, but various flags and banners were displayed. At eleven 
o*clock, the delegates who intended to address the meeting, assem- 
Ued in a cart round which the multitude gathered. At this meet- 
ing it was determined that the men unemployed should remain so 
for ten weeks, and then if no agreement could be come to, a gene- 
ral strike would be a matter for their consideration. 

June 19. — The foundation stone of a new Independent Chapel 
was laid in Dundas-street, Monkwearmouth. 

June 20. — A meeting of the friends of reform was held at Dur- 
ham, when a series of resolutions were moved by William Harland, 
esq^ and seconded by John Fawcett, esq., to support Sir Hedworth 
Williamson, bart., and Hedworth Lambton, esq., for the northern 
division of the county of Durham, which were unanimously adopt- 
ed. Robert Henry Allan, esq., moved a resolution of thanks to 
Mr. Russell> for his sacrifices in favour of reform, which was car- 
ried amidst great applause, and the thanks of the meeting having 
also been voted to the chairman (Dr. Fen wick), it was dissolved. 

Jufy 2.— In the evening, the opening of the new building of the 
Abwtdc Scientific and Mechanical Institution, was celebrated by 
a public supper in the Town-hall, John Lambert, esq., in the chair. 
The members walked in procession from the Star Inn, preceded by 
Ae Nordiumberland band of music and several flags. Mr. Lam- 
lieri delivered an introductory address on the advantage of science, 
ts the loeniberf and other auditors, in the lecture room belonging 

4f jn> MMlitMlioo* The thanks of the meeting were voted to Mr. 
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M. Smith, seconded by Thomas Dodds, esq., af^cr which they 
wulked in procession (o supper, when between seventy and eigiity 
of the members and their friends sat down. Mr. Lambert had pre* 
seated to the institution the site for tlie building. See pp. 180 
and 30^. 

1S32 /-Jufy V There was a public dinner at Sedgefield, in the 

county of Durham, in celebration of the passing of the reform bill, 
when nearly 100 persons partook of roast beef and plum -pud ding. 
Bands of music paraded the town with banners, and tlie greatest 
order prevailed. Fire works were played off in the evening. 

Jnltf i. — The royal assent was given by commission to the Dut- 
bam University bill. 

July 7. — The Newcastle Courant newspaper having been sold by 
Mr, Charles Henry Cook, to " John Blackwell and Co." their first 
paper " No 8215," was dated as above. This journal has been pub- 
lisoed one hundred and twenty-one years, and has only had during 
that lime the following proprietors, viz : — Mr. John White, after- 
wards joined in partnership by Mr. Thomas Saint, who on Mr. 
White's death in 1769, became sole proprietor. AAer the death of 
Mr. Saint in 1788, it passed to Messrs. Hall and Elliott, and by the 
executors of Mr. Hall, was in the year 1796, sold to Mr, Edward 
Walker, by whose death in I8S1, it became the property of Mr. 
Cook. Two of the above (Mr. White and Mr. Walker), had the 
proprietorship for a period of ninety-three years. Besides being 
the first newspaper published north of the Trent, it has another pe- 
culiar feature, being the first paper in llie kingdom which waa 
printed on a Stanhope press, and that press on improved principles, 
was made in Newcastle. It was afterwards printed with a machine. 
See wl. i. pp. 132, 267 ; vol. ii. pp. 303, 3+0. 









It shews a portion of the walls of Hartlepool. 
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ADDENDA, 

Containing many curious articles which I obtained too late tor 
insertion in the chronological order of the work, together with ad- 
ditions to, and corrections of, paragraphs previously printed. Those 
within commas, and havine the imtiab I. C, at the end^ are copied 
from the MS., notes of the late Isaac Cookson, eso., (who di^ 
on the 13th of December, 1831, in his 87tii year), prcdSxed to 
that gentieman's copv of the first edition of the Locu Recordib 
in one volume, puUished m 1824, and which was kindly handed to 
me by his son, the late Christopher Cookson, esq. 



1298 fDeOy 12^.— Edward King of England, then at Durham^ 
forgave to the Prior and Convent of Durluun, the sum of £1,012. 
9s, 11^ their arrears of subsidies. 

1346. — There is a letter in the British Museum (Faustina A. 6. 
47.) from the Prior of Durham to the Bishop, (then absent), giving 
an account of the battle of Neville's Cross. The battle began at 
three o' clock p. m. See vol t. pcige 45. 

1463 (Jan, 24^. — The prior of Durham, granted his Licence to 
John Etrick, and Thomas Jonson, of Gretharo, to go to the Holy 
Land upon a pilgrimage against the Turks, having previously b^ 
fore the shrine of St. Cuthbert, branded them upon the right side 
of their naked breasts with a hot iron shaped like a cross. 

In the same year, a similar licence was granted to Thomas Man, 
of Bishop Auckland. 

1474 fJufy 11^.-- John Raynoldson, of Cocken, and John Fery, 
of the same place did penance in Durham Cathedral, for violating 
the Liberties of St. Cuthbert. Each walked bare headed covered 
with a linen sheet, and carrying in his hand a lighted candle of the 
weight of half a pound. John Kobynson, of the same place, per- 
(^inned a similar penance in Finchafe Abbey. In the same year 
l^ionel Claxton, gentieman, did penance in the chapel of Bearpark, 
i^ a ia[e reason. 

14$3%— The prior of Durham, granted his licence to John Man, 
% YorkAitcman, to lead the life of a Hermit. 

14M (J^^ ^^>^* — ^ similar licence to John Ellys, of the 
>mff^ of Bnncepad), John Blenkinsop, parish of Chester-le-Street, 
^[^«i. Bwwrn, parish of Morpeth. 

tMB (Wf^ 6}.— The Prior of Durham, gave letters testimonial 
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to Robert Lomley, a hermit, and Cuthbert Billinghain» gent., when 
setting out to visit the Holy Land. 

1597 (SepL 12J. — John Bedforth, pettycanon of Durham 
Cathedral, made his will, and the day after added to it the follow- 
ing nuncupative codicil when walking in one of the streets. '< He 
wuled and bequeathed to the parish Church of St. Mary, in the 
South Baily, his best surplice, having sleeves, and being worth ai 
he said 20^., before Robert Thompson, and Mr. Cuthbert Niclioll» 
and divers others. Mrs. Prentesse, Bartie Young, alias Drunken 
Bartie, and others heard when he thus spoke and willed." 

163 1 (August J, — Two men named John Walker and Mark Sharps 
were tried at Durham assizes before judge Davenport, for the 
murder of Anne Walker, convicted, and afterwards executed. This 
Walker was a yeoman of good estate, and a widower, who lived at 
Lumley, near unto Chester-le^Street, and the deceased was a young 
woman who was his kinswoman, and kept his house, she was sup- 
posed to be with child, but would not disclose by whom. She was 
removed to her aunts in the same town, called Dame Caire, and 
after she had been there some time. Sharp, a collier from Lanca- 
shire, being a sworn brother of the said Walker's, came to Lumler 
one night, and they twa that night called her forth from her aunt s 
house and she was not heard of afler for some time. Now comes 
the marvellous part of the stoiy. About fourteen days afler the 
murder, there appeared to one uraham or Graime, a fuller, at his 
mill, six miles from Lumley, the likeness of a woman with five 
wounds in her head, who declared herself to be the spirit of Anne 
Walker, and mentioned, that Walker and Sharp had murdered her 
in a place which she named. In consequence of the repeated 
visits, injunctions, and threats of this apparition, Graime related 
the whole matter to a justice of the peace, search was made, and 
the body found in a coal pit with five wounds in the head, together 
with a pick and bloody shoes and stockings belonging to Sharp. 
The prisoners were apprehended, but found bail to appear at the 
next assizes ; they then came to their trial and were both found 
guilty and executed as above stated. 

1637 (Aug. 29 J At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the Tower of 

the Church of St. Mar^-le-Bow in Durham, beneath the arch or 
bow of which the public way passed, and from which circumstance 
it took its name, fell to the ground. The Church was not repaired 
till long after the Restoration. Sse voL t. ptige 89. 

1644 fJan, 3 J. — Francis Walker, of Bamardcastle, gent, wai 
tried at the sessions at Durham, for saying << the parliament are 
rogues, rebells and traitors — God confound them and the devil 
confound them ; and he wished the parliament house were blown 
upp with gunpowder as it should have been once, and he hoped to 
see them all hanged one against another within a short time— that 
the parliament sought to be kings themselves, and that they would 
have him (the king) to be worse than either you or I, and that he 
(the king) could not say the horse he rode on was his own,*' 

1668 (JulgJ.^ht the assizes at Durham, Alice Armstroog, 
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wife of Christopher Armstrong, of Shotton, labourer, wrs tried for 
bewitching to death an oxe belonging to Barbara Thompaon. Sen- 
^nce not recorded. 

1669. — « It was tried a^n and with the same verdict— and a 
third time, the jury from Buckinghamshire, verdict the same aad 
a perpetual injunction granted.** I. C. See poL ^^P^^ H4w 

1673 ( OcL 1^.— Jolm Harrison, a cripple, kUledTnomns Smailea, 
a glazier, with his crutch at Seaton Carew. He was haqged at 
Purham the assizes following. See vol. upage 115. 

1685. — A man named John Qmsby stood an hour in the piUory 
at Durham for perjury. 

1693 (Aug, \0J. — Gilbert Spearman, of Durham, geot, was tried 
at the assizes there, for drinking the following toast ^-^-^ Here ia 
King James his prosperitie ; here is the confusion of King WiUiaBkr" 

1693 (Aug. 10) William Davison, of Fenwick, in North Dur- 
ham, was tried at the Durham assizes* for saying that *< the com- 
missioners (appointed by act of parliament for the aid of $1,651,7(K^ 
18«., for the war against France), for this county, were aB dieata 
and he would prove it — ^for they had cheated both the king aad 
the county — he did not care a f—- 1 for all the commissioners. 

1695. — A subscription to repair the parsonage House of Sc 
Mary's in the South Bailey set on foot by Henry Smith, rector. 

1695 (Jan. \^). — Durham Sessions Order. << it is thought fit and 
so resolved by the Justices in open Court that from hencefordi 
their wages goe and be employed for and towards the procuring a 
plate or plates to be run for on Durham Moor. And that it be 
recommended to Mr. Mayor of Durham, Chairman at this Sessions, 
to communicate the same to the Bishop of Durham. And that the 
same continue until further resolution of the Majority of Justices 
of Peace of this County. Signed Geo. Morland, Mayor, Rob. 
Eden, Will. Bowes, Ly. Vane, Hen. Liddell, Will. Lambton,* Ja. 
Clavering, Jo. Sidgewick, Rob. Ellison, Rob. Jennison." The pro- 
curing of a plate or plates has been for some considerable time dis- 
continued, and instead thereof the Bishop of Durham, allows Ten 
pounds at every Sessions, to procure the Justices a Dinner, unless 
he be in the County, and then he entertains the Justices at the 
Castle (1762.) 

• William Lambton, of Lambton, esq., was returned M. P. for the count j 
of Durham, in the years 1685, 1688, 1688^, 1689-90, 1695, 1700-1, 1701 
and 17l(>« and was one of the most independent members of the House of 
Commons. He was designated under the popular title of •• Old True Blue^^ 
and the following anecdote in illustration of his rusty independence must not 
be omitted : — Once on the meeting of a new parliament, the door-keeper 
seeing him dressed in a plain grey home spun coat, made of the wool of his own 
sheep, and thick shoes, would not. admit him fiirther than the lobby, where he 
sat quietly enough until a friend in a finer coat came up, who remonstrated 
with the door.keeper on his shutting out one of the most honourable and 
respectable members of the House of Commons. The door-keeper changed 
his tone, and ho})ed his honour would give him something as a remembrance. 
Up started Will, more vexed at the fellow's servility than at his former 
rudeness, and gave him a hearty box on the ear, saying, " there's a God*s. 
lienny tor thee ; I think thou'lt ken auld Will Lambton again.* ' 
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1709 (Ang. 2J. — Richard Simpson of Barnardcastle, currier, 
was tried at the Durham assizes for breaking into the dwelling- 
house of Michael Pudsey, merchant there, and stealing a silver 
tankard, two pair of silver cock spurs, a silver chain^ two silver 
seals, 19 yards of silver lace, &c &c. Pleaded his clergy and 
bornt in the hand. 

1710. — About this year Benshara colliery exploded, by which 
lamentable catastrophe, between 70 and 80 human beings lost their 
lives. At this colliery the first attempt was made to work the low 
main seam of coal in the neighbourhood of Newcastle. 

1711 fAftg* IS J. — Thomas Wilson, John Brady, Andrew Miller, 
Andrew Langland, and Robert Evans, were tried at the Durham 
Msizes, for having, in the night of the 1 9th of the preceding De- 
cember, broken into the house of William Storey, a miller at 
Hedley, and stolen therefrom ten guineas in gold, £59. 5$. in money, 
Ac. They were found guilty and executed. 

1716 (Anff* 11 )• — Henry James, of Ingleton, yeoman, was tried 
at the Durham assizes, for having, at Ingleton, on the first of Au- 

fust, said : — *^ The king is neither protestant nor churchman, and 
will prove it, and he never did good since he came into England, 
and I hope in a ^ort time to be quit of him." He was found 
guilty and sentenced to stand in the pillory at Wolsingham for one 
hoar in open market ; to be imprisoned for one year, and to be 
fined 100 marks. 

1726 (Amg. SJ^ — Stephen Browne, Arthur Hewetsou, David 
Steel, Ann Bone, and Jane Browne, were tried at the Durham 
•68izea> for havin^f, on the 13th of June preceding, robbed John 
Marshall of 32 gumeas, on the king's highway in the parish of Jar- 
row. They were foimd guilty and executed. 

1739 CDeeemberJ, — From the middle of this month to May the 
11th, 1740, there was no rain at Newcastle, not more than some 
small showers, about two or three hours together. On the latter 
day it began to rain about eight o'clock at night, and continued till 
the 12th at the same hour at night. 

1741.-— About this year the first chain bridge, constructed in 
this country, is believed to have been that over the river Tees, 
called Winch bridge, forming a communication between the coun- 
ties of Durham and Yorkshire. This bridge is suspended on iron 
chains stretched firom rock to rock, over a chasm nearly sixty feet 
deep, for the passage of travellers ; it is seventy feet in length, and 
iittle more than two feet broad, with a hand-rail on one side, and 
planked in such a manner, that the traveller experiences all the 
tremulous motion of the chain, and sees himself suspended over a 
roaring gulph on an agitated and restless gangway, to which few 
istrangers dare trust themselves. About three miles firom this 
bridge is the sublime cataract, called the High Force, which, dart- 
ing its waters over a huge rock of black marble, upwards of 80 
feet in height, precipitates itselfinto several caverns excavated in the 
solid rock by the force and boiling of the waters at the bottom of the 
fidl. llie clouds of spray arising from the descending waters, 
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aisume when enlivened by the beams of the sun, all the Tariegated 
colours of the rainbow, and the noise of the fall may be heard 
many miles round the country. The Cauldron Snouts another ca* 
tBXBcU about four miles above the last mentioned fall, is ako well 
worth visiting. 

1742 fJan. 28>l.— *< This happened at night, the fire from South 
Shields and higher up the river, wore so much the appearance of 
the rising sun, that it took its name from that. The roof of Cook- 
son's plate glass. (house) at South Shields, was set fire to the same 
moment." I. C. See voL u page 166. 

1743 (September J, — There was at this time in Newcastle one of 
the largest men that had ever been seen in England. He was 
eight feet two inches in height and weighed 35 stones. He was 
shewn to gentlemen at one shilling each, to other persons at six- 
pence each. 

1744 (F^ 24^. — A proclamation to put the laws in execution 
against papists and non-jurors was given out at St. James's, London, 
which proclamation was put into execution at Newcastle, at the 
request of the mayor, recorder, &c. <* 1 was desired," says Mr. 
Benjamin Bradley, farrier, &c., of Newcastle, in his memorandum 
book, '< to value the non*jurors and papists horses, for both the 
town people and a part of the countiy, which were brought into 
the Moothall in the Castleffarth." << N. B. — 1 condemned none." 

1744 fJuly 27 J. — The keelmen of the river Tyne, reused to 
work, and would let no keel pass down the river in consequence of 
the titters loading the keels with ten chaldrons of coals, instead of 
eight, which was the statute measure. They were in such a state 
of insubordination, that the riot act was read by order of Ralph 
Sowerby, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, and four companies of soldiers 
were sent to Sanugate, to keep the peace. During this afiray, 
Walter Blackett, esq., M. P., and alderman of Newcastle, (after- 
wards Sir Walter Blackett, hart.), received a cut on the head by a 
keelman. Matters in dispute were at length adjusted, and the 
keelmen resumed their labours. 

1745 (Sept, 16/ — A list of the catholics and nonjurors, in Pil- 

f rim-street ward, Newcastle: — John Wilthew, catholic; Neell 
)ixon, disaffected ; Peter Brayson, a stranger; George Hare, ca- 
tholic : Mr. Jackson, not own his religion ; EUwick Hall, catholic ; 
Matt. Smith, catholic ; Jacob Johnson, nonjuror ; Jon. Lyle, catho- 
lic ; Donkin Stewart, nonjuror ; Jon. Balliif, nonjuror. 

1746. — Joseph Swallow, of Durham, jeweller, was tried at the 
assizes there, for drinking King James's health. 

1748 (Feb, 6/ — Peace with Spain was proclaimed at Newcastle 
with the usual formalities. 

1748 or 9. — Dr. Ccwper, Dean of Durham, pulled down an old 
part of the Deanery at Durham, next the garden facing the south, 
and rebuilt tlie same in a handsome manner. He also altered and 
improved some of the apartments behind the great room. In the 
beginning of the year 1752, he put two handsome gothic windows 
into the old octangular kitchen on the south side facing the college. 
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1750 (Sq^ 2^^— A new organ was opened in St. John's church 
in Newcastle, and a charity sermon was preached by Dr. Thomas 
Sharp, archdeacon of Northumberland. 

November 5. The organ of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, 
after having had a swell and other additions, was opened. See 1676, 
voLi^page 116. 

1752.— At the latter end of tliis year, Bishop Butler, began to 
make great alterations in and about the castle at Durham. He 
pidled down the old tapestry hangings in the dining room behind 
the gallery, and stuccoed the walls wi^ ornaments below this cor- 
nice, and added some large foliages on the joinine of the compart- 
ments of the roof. He enlarged and made new the windows took* 
ing northwards on to the grass walk out of that dining room, in the 
Gothic taste, and made a hierndsome Grothic chimney-piece of stone. 
He took down a considerable part of the outside wall of the castle 
facing the north, which overhung the perpendicular line several 
inches, and in the place of the w^l so thinned, he built it up with 
square stones well crampt with iron. This was on the right hand 
going out of the castle at the north door. He also new floored the 
great west dining room above stairs, and new stuccoed the senior 
judges' i^Murtments, and also new floored the junior judges' apart- 
ments, and made new fire places in them. He also pulled oown 
the eastern wall of the bowling green at Auckland, and made a 
new wall at a less expense than it cost to pull the old one down, 
which was very bard and thick. He made great improvements in 
Auckland park by levelling and planting, and destroying all the 
rabbits in it, and had designed to add about 130 acres of land as 
an addition to that park, and had actually begun to pale a part of 
the new inclosure. These improvements were earned on by his 
successor Dr. Rich. Trevor, who pulled down the south wall in the 
garden at Auckland, in 1754^ ana finished the outside wall of the 
castle at Durham on the left hand going out of the castle on to the 
terrace walk ; and in 1756, to the right hand of the north door 
placed in the wall the coat of arms of the bishoprick, impaled with 
those of Butler, three cups upon a bend cotized. He expended in 
about the space of four years at Auckland, in and about the cas- 
tle there and park, £8,000., including the purchase of a house on 
the south side of the street (now the gate way), near the entrance 
to the castle. 

1752. — In the mayoralty of Mr. Joseph Gray, watchmaker, the 
roof of the council chamber of the toll booth, in Durham, was raised 
nearly three feet, and ornamented in stucco, the wainscot painted 
and a new sashed window put In, with a new fire place ; and the 
pictures of King William the third and Bishop Crewe, were 
cleaned, all at the cost of George Bowes, esq., of Gibside, M. P., 
for the county, and alderman. Sum expended £72. 9«. 

1753 (June 25). — << As an inducement to mnt him the freedom 
of the town of which he was most anxious, he had bound himself 
(to serve for his freedom), to a blacksmith, which was too much of a 
uirce to be allowed." I. C. See tfoi. i. page 2Q6. 
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1758 (Jufy Si; ^Died, at his icat at BhekweU-Gnu^^ie, near 
DtarlingioD, Geoiige Allan, esq., a gentleman uatTersaBy respected. 
On the 5th of August following, his remaina were depoaited in 
the fomtly tault in Darlington diurch ; the pal) being siMocted 
hj the duke of Clereland, Lord Darlington^ the hmi. Inomas 
Vane, Capt. Milbanke, Mr. Carr, Mr. Bendlowes, Mr. fihmdy and 
Mr. WhiUey. 

1754 (SqtL S5;.»The great beU of St, Nidiolaa' chm^ io 
Newcasoe^ was sent to London, to be recast. The old beN was 
taken in exchai^ at lOd!. per pound, which amounted to £158. 
The new bell of 86 cwt. was charged la. IdL per pound, aaiount* 
ing to £21B. 8f. making the difloreoce m exdumge £65. Bb. The 
n^w bell was rung for Sie first time on the 1st ot January, 175S. 
<Ste4pn/llrt, 1754, andAprUAe lOfft, 1755, eo/. t. ^. 908 and 

eio. 

1756 (Jan. 30;«— »A lalxmring roan in ditching and acouring a 
hedge belonging to Mr. George Smith, of Bumnall, found upon 
Elvet moor, 170 pieces of silver coin included in a pot or small ura^ 
of Edward IIL of Enshmd, and Robert XL and Davtd, kings 
of Scotland. He carried them to a silTersmith in Durhim, when 
they were daimed and had by the dean and chapter aa tr ea sui e 
troye, found within their manor of Elvet. Upon a division of this 
money, the dean had ten pieces allotted to him, and eadi of the 
prebendaries five, and others of the pieces were deposited in the 
library, and such of them whose inscriptions and figures were ef^ 
fiused, were sold. The value of the whole was between four and 
BiVe pounds. It is very pr<A)able that this money had been depo- 
sited in this place at or about the time of the battle of Neville's 
cross, which was fought not far from it in 1346. The urn and a 
few of the coins are still preserved in the library. S^e voL up. 21^ 

1 76 1«— Peter Patterson, it appears, was not a Hexham rioter. 
He was a tenant in Ogle barony, and was compelled by the 
rioters to join them as they were on their road from Hexham to 
Morpeth. He was unwillingly pressed into the service* At his 
execution the rope broke, and he exclaimed more than once *^ !»- 
nooent Hood is hard to spill" See vol, t. page 234. 

1762. — Since printing the paragraph at the end of this year, fsee 
voL i., p€tge 239^, respecting Rowland Wetherald, a volume has fid- 
len into my hands, entitled *' The Perpetual Calculator^ or Times 
Universal Standard^ 4^., by R. Wetherald, Philomath, Newcastle 
upon T3me, Printed by 1. Thompson and Company, 1760," wherein 
is the following << Advertisement. Arithmetic vulgar and deci- 
mal, logrithmetical, and algebraical ; also merchants' accounts, ac- 
cording to the true Italian method ; mensuration of superficies and 
solids ; gauging ; geometry ; trigonometry ; plain and spherical 
dialling ; land surveying ; geography ; navigation ; astronomy ; co« 
nic sections ; the doctrine of fluxions ; architecture ; fortification ; 
gunnery ; optics and perspectives, in all their parts, according to 
the latest improvements, are carefully taught by the author, at his 
house in Great Salkcld, near Penrith, Cumberland ; WHiere board- 
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log may be had on easy tenns." T1m3 U ^videptty the gendenvm, 
who a year or two lifter the publication of 4ie above, very curioiMi 
work» settled at Suiiderhui4» ^d waa tba first who carried QQ tlia 
printing businesa there. 

. 1763d — Margaret Mi4dle^> aliaa Coulicniy WM ^edited at Dur- 
ham. She had been employed by a towndhip in DurhaiQ, to takQ 
a pauper child, called Lucy Elliott alias Ciury, to NovUtallcrton, 
its place of settlement. She received the wages of h^ joumeji 
beforehand, and carried the child only as fiur as the river Browiiey» 
sot two miles from Durham, where she drowned it on the ^th Juoe^ 
She was hanged on Monds^ the 1st of August, and dissected by 
Mr. Richard Hopper, surgeon. The inquest on the body of th!^ 
child was held at rarewell-hatl, on the day of the murder, befbre 
Mr. John Robson, coroner. See voL u poge )^. 

1764. — At the assizes at Durham, James Oliphant, of Gateshead, 
apothecary, Mary OUphant bis wife, and Mary Shittleton, their 
servant, were tried for the wilful murder of Dinah Armstrong, by 
strangling her in their cellar with a rope, and throwing her out of 
the cellar window into the river Tyne. Not guil^. The ^* Case 
pf Mr. James Oliphant, surgeon, of Oateshead, respecting a proaen 
^ution which he, his wife, and servant* underwent in 1764, for tha 
supposed murder of their maid servant," was published in Newcctlla 
ia the year 176a 

1766 (Aug. 2J^ — ** Jean Grey had been detected uttering a for- 
ged Newcastle bank note, value five pounds. Upon her examinm^ 
tion she accused one Jameson, an engraver, with whom she 
cohabited, as the person she got it ijrom, and that she had seen 
him engrave and nil up notes, of which she made oath of the 
truth, and signed her examination before a magistrate. Jameson 
escaped, but was taken at Glasgow, ai»d tried the ensuiug assise. 
Grey could not think of hangmg her lover. Well knowing the 
punishments that awaited her, m boldly denied what she had 
made oath of, upon which the judge ordered an indictment to be 
drawn for perjury, with intent to take away the life of a maa wha 
had been tried and found innocent. She was tried in an hGnns 
found guilty, sentenced to be pilloried and transported seven 
years. She lived in the High-bndge, and was famous fwt making 
excellent mutton pies, to which j^lace she returned at the ^piri^ 
tlon of her time, resumed her pie making, for which she had a 
greater denumd than before.** I. C. See voL t., pp* t256 a$t4 9M. 

1767 fAuffueiJ^-^axnes Rippon and John Rippooy of WolvesloAi 
shoemakers, were tried at the assises at Durham, for tb# mmrdea 
of George Hull. They were found guilty, and bund, in tke band 

AmgueL Ann Wilson, of Harraton, was tried at the aaataaa al 
Durham, for knocking out her husband Thomas Wilson's bpains« 
with an axe. Found guilty, but insane. 

1768 fMa^J.—^ The sailors did much mischief at Supdtvls^ 
and at North and South Shields." L G. See vol. i. page 965. 

1770 CAug. 6^.— There was no order in Haiditt's sentence thai 
he should be hung in chains. See voL u ptfge 274. 
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1774 (May 16;.— «" The duke of Northumberland and finnnj, 
subscribed most liberallj to the building, about £1,200. Others 
of the nobility in the county, and genuemen, very handsomelj. 
The duke of Richmond, who received £16,000 per annum on coafs, 
when applied to, gave for answer, < he never came to Newcas- 
tle.' " L C. See voL i. page 299. 

1775 (Bbrdi 14^. — As a farmer at Morton-banks, near Bing^, 
was makmg a drain, he found a copper chest 20 inches below the 
surface of the ground* containing near 100 weight of Roman sflver 
coins, coined at fifteen different periods from the time of Julias 
Csesar downwards. There was also in the chest a silver image 
about six inches long. 

1776 (J^ 5 J, — *^ The (looking) ^^lass was shivered into pieces 
of the size c^ No. 3 shot, rents were in the front of the house two 
inches wide.*' L C. See voL t . page 805. 

Jtiig. Mr. Knipe preached on Hoi v Island, from Exod. liL 5, 
<' Put off thy shoes from off* thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground," 

1779 (SepL 23^. — Paul Jones appeared on the coast of North- 
umberland, after having made a regular progress round Scotland. 
He had become so notorious, that his appearance on this coast, 
where he lingered a whole day and captured a sloop, caused a great 
consternation. It happened a few days before, that the duke of 
Northumbeiiand's audit had been held at the castle, and the whole 
of the rents, mostly paid in gold, were deposited there, these would 
have afforded a grand prize for the pirate, had he been aware of the 
circumstance. The bailiff at the castle was most firmly persuaded 
that Paul knew of the audit, and had come expressly for the pur- 
pose of carrying off the cash, as he had done at Lord Selkirk s in 
Scotland, a short time before. Under this impression, he prevailed 
on the commander of the Huntingdonshire militia to garrison the 
castle, and prepare some of the cannon for its defence during the 
night. Accordingly the gates were barricadoed and every prepa- 
ration made for repelling an assault, but, however, the castle was 
left unmolested, as Paul had proceeded on his voyage, and on the 
above day, meeting with the Baltic fieet near Flamborough head, 
on the coast of Yorkshire, convoyed by the Serapis frigate of 44 
guns, commanded by Captain Pearson, and the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough, armed ship of 20 guns, commanded by Captain Thomas 
Piercy, a very severe action took place, in which Jones was victorious, 
and the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough were taken, but the 
convoy escaped. The result was one of the most memorable naval 
actions upon record in the annals of the navy, both sides shewing 
the most resolute and desperate courage, until the English, over- 
powered by numbers, were obliged to surrender. Jones command- 
ed an American ship of war called the Bon Homme Richard, of 
40 guns, and 375 men ; a frigate called the Alliance, of 40 guns, and 
300 men ; the Pallas, another frigate, (French) of 30 guns, and 275 
men ; and the Vengeance, an armed brig of 12 guns, and 70 men. 
Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, has painted and lithographed a portrait of 
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M Taylor, of Cullercoats, who lost his arm and an eye in die en- 
gagement with P&ul Jones. 

1779 (Nov. ld^.-.« He had an enormous appetite, eat all 
kinds of garbage, he could put up even with the most incredibly 
disgusting articles." I. C. See vol. t . paffe 817. 

1781 (Ma^ IJ. << Proprietor Dr. Hall; Mr. Gibson and Mr. 
Abbe, surgeons ; — • Craneson, a performer at the theatre, archi- 
Sect." I. C. See voL i.page 320. An original view of the baths 
engraved by Mr. Beilby, from a drawing by Craneson, may be had 
of John Sykes. 

1786 fSepL 19^. — ^ He was eating nuts, conseauently required 
the use of both hands. The border on which he fell had been lately 
digged, into which he sunk above his knees, from which shock his 
bcmrels were totally displaced.*' I. C. SeevoL upage 840. 

1789 (Nov. \Q). — «« The pews, &c. &c., of mahogany, were ori- 
ginaQy intended to have been wainscot Mrs. Baker, and her sis- 
ter, Mrs. Atlee, who were then living in the parish, made up the 
difference of the cost.*' I. C. See vol. i.page 353« 

1791 (Aug. \%). — *^ Believed from too large a auantity of lamp 
black in an upper lofl, which heated and ignltai." I. C. See voL u 
page 358. 

1791 (Sq)iemberjs — << A furnace for the purpose of making shot 
red hot to fire at an enemy's ship." I. C. See vol. i. page 359. 

1795.^ — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Thomas Squire, an eccen- 
tric character. He was a native of Aberdeen, and was i^prendced 
to a stocking weaver, during which period of his life he was dis- 
tinguished for piety, sobriety, and industry. When a journeyman, 
he married " a bonny lassie," whom he doted upon, but she turn- 
ing a disgusting drunkard, he wandered the remainder of his days 
like a wretched outcast from society — suspecting all men and hatinsr 
all women. After travelling through various parts of Scotland and 
England, he came to Newcastle, for which place he retained a 
strong partiality. He subsisted by making spits, toasting-forksi 
Ac., which he sometimes sold wholesale to the hawkers of pet^ 
wares, and which he sometimes retailed himself in the neighbouring 
villages. While in Ajrrshire, several circumstances had combined to 
renew his youthful predilection for reading and abstruse inquiries. 
Thomas Squire, who was self taught, possessed considerable know- 
ledge of the classics, and understood the mathematics well, but his 
attention was mosdy directed to subjects of metaphysics and of po- 
litical economy. He was of rerj retired habits, and lived in a gar- 
Ifet room at the foot of a lane nearly opposite to the sign of Jacob's 
Well, in Sandgate. His furniture consisted of a very large oaken 
chest, which contained his books, a stool, a few porringers, an iron 
pot ; and a sack full of straw with a blanket, formed his bed. The 
walb were covered with mathematical fisures, which, with a few 
opdcal glasses, constituted the embellishments of his apartment. 
No woman was ever permitted to enter his door. Here would this 
solitary being sit for weeks together^ studying some &vourite au^ 
thor, indulging reveries, and projecting schemes Bar bettering the 

VOL. II. 8 c 
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political condition of man. He had formed an Utopian republic 
with which he was highly pleased. Necessity compelled Squire 
one day to visit Newbum, with his wares, wnere, on entering a 
public house, a party of drunken keelmen threw him against the 
tire, because he refused to drink, << damnation to the FrencAJ' The 
exertions of the landlady saved him from receiving much harm, 
but this circumstance produced a powerful effect upon his mind. 
Afler this, he seldom went abroad, except to purchase proTisions, 
and materials for his work. The outcry at that time (1794) raised 
against democrats, and the suspension of the habeas corpuSi in- 
creased his alarms, and he persuaded himself that he had become 
an object of suspicion to the police ; under this impression he sent 
for a friend, and communicated in confidence that he had removed 
a brick from the chimney and made a snug place for concealing his 
MSS., which he was sure would escape the search of the police 
should they visit him^ This friend having occasion to leave New- 
castle, learnt on his return two years afler Squire's death, that hb 
books had been sold to pay his landlord and the funeral expenses. 
This singular man, who at his death was about 50 years^of age, was 
under the middle size, with a strongly marked Scottish physiogno-^ 
my ; his hair was red and tied in a queue, and he halted in his gait 
He afforded a striking instance of how little is required to sustain 
life. His food was simple, and according to his own account taken 
in extremely small quantities at regular mtervals. He entertained 
a high opinion of the nutritious qualities of turnips, and believed 
they would prove as wholesome and fattening to man as to animals, 
if regularly eaten. On the visit of a friend, he pronounced a warm 
panegyric on the excellent adaptation of this root for human food, 
and affirmed that for three months he had eaten nothing else ; a 
bunch of turnips lay on the floor, and he pointed out the various 
and simple modes he had adopted for cooking them ; he had 
also extracted a kind of spirit from turnips which was bottled 
up. At this time he looked very pale, thin, and weakly, and his 
death was attributed to these dangerous experiments. His apart- 
ment, it is thought, is not now known, or the very curious MSS. 
which he concealed in the chimney might perhaps be recovered. 

1796 (July 21 ). — A grand musical festival, under the patronage 
of Prince William of Gloucester, commenced at Newcastle, and 
was continued during the three following days. The oratorios 
were performed in St. Nicholas' church on the mornings, and the 
concerts in the Assembly-rooms each evening. The elder Cramer 
was leader of the band; the tickets were £1. \\s. 6(L each, but 
the conductors of this undertaking, it is said, lost 120 guineas, 
besides all their trouble and fatigue. 

1800 (June 14^. — A man named Wilkinson, a mariner of Lynn, 
had recourse to begging in Newcastle, and amongst other houses 
came to that of one Moffatt, a person who took care of horses in 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, where the usual application was made ; 
the husband was not at home, but Mrs. Moffatt gave him some 
bread and cheese and small beer ; she then presented him with a 
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hatchet, telling him that she in turn had one request to make' 
which was, that having been long plagued with her finders, he 
would be 80 kind as to cut them off with that hatchet, laymg both 
hands at the same time upon the table for the purpose. The asto- 
nished mendicant drew back and knew not what to do. She how* 
ever persisted in her demand, he at length was monster enough to 
strike a blow at her hands with the hatchet, by which three fingers 
of one hand and two of the other were cut off, and another much 
injured. The woman was sent to the Infirmary, and the man to 
the house of correction. She was occasionally subject to fits of 
insanity. 

1805 (Sept, 15^. — This day (Sunday), at noon, William Cuzen, 
a private'in the royal artillery, aged about 28 years, blew out his 
brains with a horse pistol, near the village of Westoe, South Shields. 
A short time before, he called at a public house in Westoe, and wrote 
a letter, of which the following is a copy : — 

** Mr. Edward Chadwick, > Burgh Hall, 
** Mr. Thomas Chadwick, ) liancashire.** 
** Ab hoc memento pencit eteniitas !** 
•• Dreadliil attempt! 
** Just reeking from aelf-daugfater, in a rage, 
** To niafa into the presence <n our judge; 
•* As if we 

** mattered not his wrath ! Unheard-of tortures 
«* Must be reserv'd for such : these herd together, 
** The common damn*d shun their society, 
** And look upon themselves as fiends leas foul." 

•• Wm. Cuzek." 
** I once had thousands, and was once philosopher enough to brave mis- 
'* finlunes, but I have been neglected, therefore have I done this. I am 
** gone a long journey, but \f potHbie, will return to torment ingratitude. I 
** was ever gratefUL The world has lost an ornament, a diamond in the 
•• rough." 

The coroner*s inouest returned a verdict of lunacy. Part of the letter is a 
quoUtion from Blair's Poem of " The Grave.'* 

• 1807 fJune 21 J, — A remarkablv large eel, measuring 35 inches 
in lengpi, 7^ inches girth over the shoulder, and weighing four 
pounds, was taken out of a small well in the village of Morrick, in 
Northumberland. Tlie well did not exceed six feet in depth, and 
scarcely measured three feet in diameter, and had no visible com- 
munication with any river or pond. When first discovered, it was 
i^rting on the surrace of the water. 

1808 (April 19^.--The people at the Forth, Newcastle, were 
disturbed in the enjoyment of their annual amusements by Afraeas 
of rather a serious nature, between some boys and a party of the 
recruits of the Wiltshire militia. The boys, according to their an- 
nual custom, were amusing themselves with a game at football in 
the interior of the Forth, when the soldiers, no doubt for the sake 
of yiin, interrupted them in their diversion, by running after them 
and tripping up their heels. The boys being reinforced by their 
friends, and encouraged by another party of military, set manfully 
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iipoo their m>ponents, and with stones, brick bats, and other missiles, 
kept op such a determined discharge, that they compelled their an- 
tagonists, though superior in numbers, to seek their safety in a 
precqiitate retreat. Luckily the scene of action being near the 
infirmaiy, the wounded were conveyed thither. Two men receiv- 
ed severe wounds on the head, and many were slightly hurt. 

1810 (April \bj^^^' George Augusta, the 5th earl of Scar- 
boroittfa was the person to relieve Sir Thomas, by calling a mcet^ 
ing orthe baronets in London, to take his case into consideratton." 
L C« See vol. iu page 55. 

1813 (Nov. W)^ — About three o'clock on the morning, afire 
broke out in a wooden tenement, in a garden, in Psndon Dean, 
near Vine-lane, Newcastle, occupied bv a person named Brown, 
a house carpenter, as a workshop and dwelling-room. All the 
cfethes, tools, furniture, and stock in trade of the sufferer were 
GODSumed. 

1815 (Nov. 22;.— Died, in the High-bridge, Newcastle, Mr. 
James Sands, aged 40 years. He had been confined to his room 
above SO years, in consequence of a paralytic affection. Through 
die strength of his genius, he surmounted every difiiculty his pecu- 
liar situation opposed to the acquisition of knowledge, having, 
without instruction, made an extraordinary proficiency in the 
ancient and modem languages, and acquired considerable skill in 
various branches of the sciences. He was the author of the fid- 
lowing novels, which were very favourably received by the public, 
vix : «< Moncktony or the Fate of Eleanor" 3 vols. ; " Count de 
Noviniy or the Confederate Carthvsians," 3 vols. ; " 7%e Eventful 
Marriage" 4 vols. ; and " Dangerous Secrets" 2 vols. He was 
also the author of ** The Oath" a play, which was peHbrmed in 
the Newcastle theatre. He likewise contributed a great number 
of ingenious poetical pieces, essays, letters, &c., to different perio- 
dical pubh'cations. 

1817 /Jan. 4^. Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Ralph Beilby, a na- 
tive of Durham, in the 74<th year of his age. He was the son of 
Mr. William Beilby, a respectable jeweller and goldsmith in Dur- 
ham, but being unsuccessful in business, he removed to Newcastle. 
Ralph having learnt to be a silversmith, jeweller, and seal engra- 
ver ander his father, he became tlie common resource in several 
useful arts and accomplishments. To the engraving of arms and 
letters on seals and silver plate, he added engraving on ccmper, as 
there were at that time no engravers in the north of England. 
Se^lhtyear 1740, vol, i.page 165. Mr Beilby executed heraldic 
ei^raviags with extraordinary facility, and his plate of ** TTtomtons 
.** in Brand's History of Newcastle, shows that he also 
considerable skill in his engraving upon copper. But he 
most distinguished for his literary and scientific pursuits ; he 
tbo uaierslood the science of music well, and in his youth played 
4MMe Passat the Rev. Dr. Brown's private concerts. He was one 
eflke fast and warmest promoters of the Literary and Philosophical 
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Society of NewcasUe* and was highly esteemed. For a memoir 
of Mr. Thomas Bewick, his apprentice, and afterwards his partner, 
ase page 227. 

1822 (Fd^. 28^.— -About twelve o'clock at night, while two meo 
and two boys were ascending the engine pit at Burradon colli^ry^ 
and had eot a little way from the bottom, melancholy to relate, l^ 
some accident, the rope gave way, which falling upon them, killed 
them all. It appeared in evidence on the coroner's inquest, that 
the rope was quite a good one, and such as would have worked six 
months, and that the part which broke had only been subject to wear 
about a month, from which it was in^rred, that it must have met 
with some accident which had nearly separated it, and had conse- 
quently given way when the individuals got upon it. Verdict, oe- 
cidenUddeaih* 

1822 (Dec. 19^.^David George Clayter, a private in the 8d 
regiment of Dragoon Guards, was found dead in a field at Sandhoe^ 
near Hexham, having shot himself through the body with a horse 
pistol which was lying near him. The cause and circumstances of 
this shocking act, as developed before the coroner and a respect- 
able jury, were most heart rending, it being clear that the unmrta- 
nate young man (who had been six years in the regiment, and 
was highly and deservedly respected by his officers ana comrades^ 
fell a victmi to his ardent attachment to his wife I About a monm 
before, he had been married at Gretna Green, to ayoun^ woman named 
Jane Stokoe, servant in a respectable fiuiily in Carlisle, (where be 
was quartered), and a dai^hter of Mr. lUlph Stokoe, smith and 
publican, at Sandhoe. This match having displeased the parents, 
the mother went to Carlisle, and persuaded the daughter to return 
home with her, under the pretext of pacing a visit to her family, 
but in reality under the idea that a marriage at Gretna Green was 
not binding, and that the connexion might be dissidved if the 
parties were once separated. After the departure of bis wile and 
ner mother, the unfortiinate husband finding that they had taken 
away every article of his wife's clothing frmn their lodgings, and 
comparing this circumstance with the previous conversation of the 
mother, die dreadful truth flashed upon his mind, and, in a state 
of distraction he wrote a most affecting letter to his wife, which 
did not reach her hand, as she had previously been sent away to a 
relation's at Sunderland-bridge, in the county of Durham; hut il 
was opened by her family at Sandhoe. Not receiving an answer, 
he obtained a furlough up to the 18th of December, and set out 
on Sunday the 15th for Sandhoe, where he arrived early on the 
following morning. Here, of course, he could not find the object 
of his search, nor obtain from her parents any account whither she 
had gone, which they studiously kept firom him. This raised his 
mind to a state bordering on phrenzy, and he wandered between 
Sandhoe and Hexham, until the 19th, when he terminated his 
exbtence as above stated. Tied round his arm were found a letter 
to his mother-in-law, dated the 18th, upbraiding her as the cruel 
cause of the act he was about to commit, and two letters dated the 
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17th and 18th, to his wife, incoherently written, but breathing the 
most ardent affection for her, and inclosing in one of them a cheque 
upon the Neath Bank in Glamorganshire, for three hundred pounds, 
with six years' interest, which he bequeathed to her, hoping that 
she would never want. These two letters were inclosed m a note 
to his wife's brother in Hexham, desiring him to forward them to 
her, as he could rely on no one else to do it, and mentioning 
that one of them contained £400. These letters were severally 
read at the coroner's inquest, and their perusal excited a deep sym« 
pathy in the coroner and jury. Verdict, lunacy. 

1823 (SepL 24s J. — An elegant silver cup was given to Mr. 
Thomas Forsyth, sergeant at mace, by several of the drapers in 
Newcastle, for his exertions as a jpolice officer in that town. The 
cup bore an appropriate inscription, and was presented by Mr. 
Robert Oliver, on behalf of the subscribers, in a neat speech, which 
Mr. Forsyth acknowledged in return. The party partook of a 
supper at the house of Mr. Teasdale, sign of the Dun Cow, Quay- 
sioe, and spent the evening with the greatest conviviality. 

1824 (PA.)* — Died, at Low Gosfbrth, near Newcastle, Mary 
Dees, aged upwards of 100 years. A portrait of this centenarian 
was sketched and also etched by Mr. Parker. 

August 31. — ^The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a new 
chapel of ease which had been erected at Hall Yards, near Mickley, 
in the parish of Ovingham, Northumberland, at the sole expense 
of J. B. Wrightson, esq. More than one half of the congregation 
assembled to witness tne solemn ceremony were unable to gain 
admission into the interior of the chapel, which was crowded to 
excess. A most impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. 
James Birkett, jun., A.M., domestic chaplain to the right hon. 
Lord Arden, from 2d Chron. chap. vi. verses 40 and 41. 

November 5. — Nearly fifty vessels were wrecked on the danger- 
ous rocks near Hawthorn Dene, in the county of Durham, to- 
gether with' all their crews, excepting that belonging to the ship 
Dido, which was wrecked betwixt two rocks, about thirty yards 
from the shore, where the late Major George Anderson, of New- 
castle, who witnessed the distressing scene, had collected all his 
servants in order to render every possible assistance to the unfor- 
tunate mariners, who, having lost their mainmast, foremast, and 
rudder, collected themselves upon the bowsprit, and made several 
fruitless attempts to throw a rope to the shore ; fortunately, how- 
ever, the Major had an excellent Newfoundland dog, which by 
encouragement, after several dangerous attempts, succeeded in 
catching hold of the rope, and brought it through the raging surges 
to the Major and his servants, who held it till all the crew (four- 
teen in number) had escaped from the foaming gulph, which threat- 
ened them with destruction. The crew having been refreshed 
with every necessary comfort at the Major's house, departed after 
gratefully thanking their preservers; and so affected were the 
feelings of the captain's wife, that on the following day she visited 
Hawthorn Hive Cottage, the Major's residence, where she, with 
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Streaming eyes, expressed her gratitude, and falling upon her 
knees, kissed the doff which had been so essentially instrumental 
in saving her husband and the crew. 

1825 (July), — About three o'clock on the morning a fire broke 
out in the Cumberland, a trader between Newcastle and London, 
which was then lying in the riyer Tjrne, off South Shields, with a 
valuable cai^ of goods for the latter port. There was about 
£2000 worth of w^debone belonging to one gentleman on board, 
besides lead and other goods. The origin of the fire was unknown* 
but it was conjectured that a quantity of charcoal in the hold 
had ignited, aj great exertions the vessel was eot over the river 
to the Dortwich sand, on the north side, but im attempts to ex- 
tinguish the flames were unavailing till she was reduced to a shellf 
and the greater part of the goods was destroyed. 

September 16. — About half-past ten o'clock at night, a person 
having the appearance of a porter, brought a travelling trunk to 
the Turf Hotel coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastle^ 
where it was left for the purpose of being forwarded the following 
morning to Edinburgh. The address it bore was ** James Sjrme, 
esq., 6, Forth-street, Edinburgh," but in consequence of its hav- 
ing been deposited in that part of the office where packages were 
placed for the south coach, and no coaches going north on Sunday, 
It was detained till the Monday, when a most nauseous smell was 
felt from a liquid oozing therefirom. When the trunk was opened 
by order of the magistrates, it was found to contain the body of a 
young woman supposed to be about 19 years of age, of fair com- 
plexion, light eyes, and yellow hair, and without any marks of 
violence. The body, after a coroner's inquest, was interred. 

1826 (Jan* \b.) — The dead body of a man was discovered in a 
common deal box brought from beyond York, to the Turf Hotel 
coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, for Edinburgh. It 
was interred at the Ballast-hills. 

January 26. — Another box from the south was opened at the 
Turf Hotel, coach-office, and the body of a little old woman found 
therein, which also was interred at the Ballast-hills. An extensive 
traffic in dead bodies appeared to be carrying on at this time by the 
resurrectionists in the south and the Edinburgh lecturers on 
anatomy. 

February 21. — The death of Mr. BrandUng having occasioned 
a vacancy in the representation of l^orthumbnerland, the hon. H. 
T. Liddell, of Esliqgton, and Matthew Bell, es^., of Woolsingtonv 
began a very spirited canvas. The polling which commenced at 
Alnwick on the above day, was carried on with great determina- 
tion, until the 7th of March, when Mr. Liddell declined any fur- 
ther contest, and Mr. Bell was chaired. At the close of the pcdl the 
numbers for each candidate were : — Mr. Bell 1,186, Mr. Liddell 
1,150. Mr. Liddell made his entry into Newcastle on the 8th of 
March, Mr. Bell the day following. The crowds which assembled 
on botli occasions were so awfully dense, that many were nearly 
suffocated. One young woman had her thigh bone broken, another 
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her libt broken and othenriie dreadfuilj bruised. The mixture 
of carriages, horaesy and people, was terrific in the extreme. 
An active canvas immediately commenced on the parts of Mr. 
Bell, Mr. Liddell, Lord Howick, and Mr. Beaumont, tor the gene- 
ral election. 

1826 (June 13^.— In consequence of T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P. 
for Northumberland, Matthew Bell, esq., M. P. (who had succeed- 
ed Mr. Brandling), Lord Howick, and the hon. H. T. LiddeDy 
having started as candidates for Northumberland, at the genersl 
election, a county meeting was ordered by the sheriff to be held 
at Morpeth on the above (hy, to consider who were proper persons 
to represent the county in parliament. Tlie shew or hands was 
declared by the under-sheriff to be in favour of the hon. H. T. 
Liddell and T. W. Beaumont, esq. June the 20th the pcdlii^ 
commenced at Alnwick, and was carried on with great spirit untu 
July the 6th, when the hon. H. T. Liddell and Matthew Bell, 
esq., were duly elected. The numbers were, — Mr. Liddell 1,562, 
Mr. Bell 1,S80, Mr. Beaumont 1,335, and Lord Howick 976. His 
lordship declined the contest on the Sd of July.* On the 7th 
Mr. Liddell, Mr. Bell, and Mr. Beaumont arrived in Newcastle! 
and addressed the multitudes assembled in front of their respective 
committee rooms. Mr. Beaumont was afterwards returned for 
Stafford. 

Auguii 27. — Being Sunday, a joiner was placed in the stocks 
in St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle, nearly two hours, for 
havine disturbed the congregation in the church, by exclaiming 
** BeU for Every' whilst the service was proceeding. He was in 
a state of intoxication at the time. 

1827/ ./an. 17^. — About one o clock on the morning a fire broke 
out at Tanfield Moor staith, at Dunstan, near Newcastle. By the 
speedy arrival of the engines from the latter place, it was got under 
afler a destruction to the amount of about £500. 

January. — For several days the wind blew a complete hurri- 
cane. A new house in Brandling-place, near Newcastle, was 
entirely levelled with the ground, and the gable end of another 
thrown down. A new house in Gateshead also lost its gable. Nu- 
merous chimneys were thrown down, and the gardens and en- 
closures shewed its ravages. Several keels were sunk in the river 
Tyne ; one with a valuable cargo of crown glass. 

November 3. — The freeholders of Northumberland and friends 
of Mr. Bell, presented him at the Assembly-rooms, in Newcastle, 
with an elegant piece of silver plate, a candelabrum, value £500. 

1828 (Feb.). — The new gaol and house of correction at New- 
castle were finished, and the prisoners, &c., were removed to that 
building. 

March 13. — The Tyne Yeomanry Hussars were finally dis- 
banded, and returned their arms and accoutrements to the stores 
in Gateshead. 

* A duel arose out of this severe and spirited contest. See Juhj \ft, pitge^ 
197. 
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1828 (March 27). — Died, aged 72 years, highly regpectcd, Mr. 
Ralph Dees, who had held tlie situation of master of St. Nicholas' 
and Alt Saints' Free-schools in succession for 42 years, and had 
been secretary to the Schoolmasters' Association for above 30 years. 
He was an unassuming and upright man, an excellent penman, and 
a good teacher. 

May 7. — The Court of Conscience first established in Newcastle 
in the year 1689, and held every three months, was, on the above 
day, commenced being held monthly. Sre rot. i.page 123. 

August 9. — An anonymous letter, of which the following is 
a copy, was received by Sir Matthew While Ridley, hart., M. P., 
who gave the money to the Dispensary of Newcastle. 

>< Newautle, Aug. 9, 182tl. 

" Sir, — I swindled your late father out of £3. 3«. about thirty 
years since. I am extremely sorry for what 1 did : 1 have inclosed 
the amount- May the Lord bless you, dear Sir, and all your 
family, is the prayer of your obedient servant." For another letter 
of tins description, we May SSd, 1832, /*aje 359. 

SfpUml/er I. — Peter Macmilinn undertook to walk 110 miles 
in 2i successive hours, on a half-mile piece of ground near the race 
course, Newcastle. He commenced his arduous undertaking at 5 
o'clock in the aflernoon, and completed it within the limited time. 

Septatiber 15, — Mary Macmillan, his mother, aged 61 years, 
undertook to walk 92 miles in 24 successive hours, on the race 
course, which she also completed. Numbers attended to witness 
these pedestrian feats. 

September 29. — A new post coach commenced running between 
Penrith and Hexham, being the first public conveyance that had 
traversed the extensive mining district of Alston Moor, and the 
beautiful and romantic scenery adjoining the mountainous nA^n in 
which it is situated, thus affording great facilities for visiting the 
lead mines, and opening out an entirely new line of communication 
across the kingdom. 

October 27. — The Post-office, in Newcastle, was removed from 
Mosley-street to St. Nicholas' cliurch-yard, a situatioa generally 
complained of, but on the 21st of August 1832, it was removed to 
tlie Uoyal Arcade in Pilgrim -street, a most desirable situation. 

1S29 ( Oct. 1 ).— At a meeting of the trustees of the Ponleland 
rood, Matthew Bell, esq., M. P., in the cliair, the rejtort of Mr. Thos. 
Sopwith, of Newcastle, surveyor, on a proposed new line of road 
from Newcastle to Olterburn, was resolved to be acted upon in 
preference to the line surveyed under the direction of Mr. M'Adam. 
An act was afterwards obtained, and the road made under the 
direction of Mr. Luke Pearson, of Newcastle. 

1829. — Thechief partof tJie abbey church-yard, in Durham, on 
the north side, was levelled, and the rubbish which had accumu- 
lated near the walls removed. During the operation many a 
coffin lids of stone were found. One which covered the remains 
of a child in a stone cofHn below, appeared to belong to the Nor- 
man period, and was curiously ornamented, it was at this time 
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discovered that the effigy near tlie Borth door, said to represent a 
man who leapt Irom one of the towers Tor a purse of gold, and was 
killed by the JaJl, was in reality the effigy of a Lady Lumley who 
had been buried billow. Bishop MathewB* license ftee voL i. 
p. SI. J authorises John Lord Lumley to remove the bones of his 
niale ancestors only, and it proves their place of sepulture to have 
been near tlie north door of the church, the very place in ques- 

1830 (Nov, 6 J. — Several curious stones rudely carved, and ap- 
parently having formed part of a Raman arch and piUar, were dug 
out of the summit of the lofty mound of earth called the " Ha 
Hill," near the new gaol at Morpeth. 

1B3I. — This year, the ruins of Benwell-hall, near Newcastle, 
were entirely removed, and a new stone building in a castella- 
ted form, erected upon the old foundation. It is the property of 
Thomas Crawhall, eat). See October \2tk, 1811. page 63. 

Tuesday, died near Ovingham, Mrs. Elizabeth Coulson, aged 
103 years. Ct^iedjrom a fragment of a local newspaper leitnout 
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The following occurrences having taken place during the printing 
of' the addenda, fltey maybe considered as following page 361 . 

1832 fJutgTJ. — Died, of apoplexy, at Pcndcnnis Castle, of 
(rhich he woa lieutenant governor, Lieutenant Colonel William Fen* 
«4ck, C. B. and K. T. S. He was tite youngest son of the late 
Thomas Fenwick, of Earsdon, in Northumberland, esq., at whicb 
fdace he was bom in tlie ^ear 1777. In 1792 he joined the 34ib 
regiment of loot at Limerick. This regiment was shortly afWrwards 
removed to Dublin, and in 1794 embarked for England, from tlience 
to the Island of Walcheren, and, afler remaining a short time there, 
embarked for the West Indies, where it arrived early in 1795. 
Lieut. Col. Fenwick was present at the reduction of Sl Vbcenls, 
and in several engagements with the enemy during that period. 
He arrived in En^^and the latter end of the year 1796, where the 
regiment was stationed until the latter end of IT99, when it waa 
embarked for the Cape of Good Hope, where it remained until the 
peace in 1802 ; it then proceeded to the East Indies, and remained 
there until tl)e latter end of the year 18U7. Early the following 
year Lieut. Col. Fenwick was ordered to Jersey with the 2d battalion 
of his regiment, and proceeded from thence to Lisbon, where it 
landed on the 3d of July, 1809. He commanded that battalion at 
the battle of Busaco, in the lines near Lisbon, at Albucra, Arroyo 
de Moulines, Vittoria, and various others in dilTcrent partf of For- 
tt^al and Spain, particularly in the vale of Bustan, and was always 
t'Rective witli his corps, until severely wounded in the knee at the 
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Maya Pats in the Pyrenees on the 25th of July, 1813, in conse- 
quence of whicli he suffered amputation very high up the right 
thigh, and on his arrival in England, was appointed lieutenant go- 
vernor of Pendennis Castle, and eoon atler made a Companion 
of the Bath. The gazette of April the 9tb, 1816, contained 
the Prince Regent's (afterwards George IV.) permission to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fenwick, to accept the Portuguese order of the 
Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Kegent of 
Portugal, for his dbtinguished courage in the Peninsula. He 
had also the honour of wearing a medal for the battle of Albuera, 
and a clasp for that of Vittoria. The following is copied from " The 
Falmouth Packet and Cornish Herald" of the 14th of July, 1833, 
where Lieut. Col. Fenwick was well known and respected. After 
giving an outline of his military career, it states, " as an officer he 
was respected and beloved by all ranks, and in private life, he shone 
conspicuously in tlie discharge of his relative and social duties. Hix 
chanty was as extensive as it was unostentatious ; his humility, h'n 
integrity, and his undeviating rectitude, endeared him to a sorrow- 
ing circle of friends, in whose joys and sorrows he ever largely 
participated, and who, while they deeply mourn the awful event, 
rejoice in the consoling belief, that their loss, is his unspeakable 
gain." 

1832 fjulff SJ. — In the evening of this day (Sunday), Cuthbert 
Skipsey, apitman belonging to Percy Main colliery, was unfortunate- 
ly shot at Chirton, near North Shields, in an affray between some 
pitmen and special constables, the latter of whom were appointed to 
protect such of the workmen as were unconnected with the strike 
among the colliers. At the inquest, which was held on the Tues- 
day at the Rose inn, WiUington, before Stephen Keed, est}., 
coroner, much contradictory evidence was given — the police party 
stating tliai there was a general nw, and that Skipsey struggled 
with a policeman named ucoi^c Weddell, to get possession of his 
pistol, whilst the witnesses on the other side stated that the de- 
ceased went up to Weddell to endeavour to make peace, and that 
Weddell immediately pushed him hack and shot him. The jury, 
after about an hour's consultation, returned a verdict of man- 
ilauffhier against Weddell, who was admitted to bail to appear at 
the assixes. August 3d, after a trial which continued about twelve 
hours, Weddell was found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced 
to six months' imprisonment and hard labour. 

Jtiiy 20.— Died, in All Saints' poor-hougc, in Newcastle. Wil- 
liam Purvis, better known as Blind WiUie. For accounts of 
this eccentric, see February the 7th, 1819, p. 118; May the I4tb, 
1828, p. 218, and July 27th, 1831, p. S05. As promised at page 
118, Mr. Robert Gilchrist, the local poet, has, as his last locd 
effusion, written an epitaph on thisfaTTiid muiictan. 

August \. — An inquisition, founded on a commission of escheat, 
issued under tlie great seal, was taken at the Queen's Head 
inn, Newcastle, before William Wightman and James I»Bh, esqrs., 
barrigten at law, and George Maule, esq., solicitor to the treasury, 
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Mid a retpectiUe jurj, when it was ibund dMit WSUam Ifaol- 
ton, fbrmeriy of the Castle Garth in thai town, a Kiwtr and 
glover, decetaedy was at the time of his death seised of certain 
property, called the Shqi Entnr, in the Old Fleah Market in ^ 
town; that he made a will devising the p i upe i ty fiir a dMori-. 
table porpoae, bat which bj the atatute of mortBMin was void» iad 
that he died in December, 1772, withoot an heir, that diepropsrtj 
became vested in the crown, as an escheat, but it was miaeikood 
that it was probable his majesty would be graciously pleased to 
direct that it should be aralied according to William Mocdtoa*s 
intentions, as expressedin ttie wilL . This point was gained on a 
petition of the paSrish oSoers of 8t Nidiolas, by whose exertions 
and attention, tne parish was likely to derive a considerable benefit, 
after a lapse of nesny sixty years. 

1832 ( ilvy. l^^William JoUing was tried at the assises at Dur- 
ham, and fbundguilty of the murder of Nidiohs Fairies, esq., as sta- 
ted at page 866. He was sentenced to be hanged on Fridi^, Av^gust 
the 8d, and his body to be afterwards hung in chains near the 
scene of the murder. Soon after tw,elve o*ck>dk Jobling sdBnred 
the ext^feme penaltjr of the law, on die drop erected m front of the 
county courts at tlurham. After his condemnation, he waa very 
attentive to his religious duties, and he exhibited on his way to 
and upon the scaCblc^ the utmost resi^piation and fbrtitndew He 
acknowledged, while in prison, the iustice of his sentence^ thoi^ 
he denied liaving been the principal in the filial tranaaction wfaidi 
led to his ignominious deaUi ; he earnestly entreated a reverend 
gentleman, who attended him, to express to Mrs. Fairies and her 
mmily, his sorrow for what had taken place, and to assure her and 
them, that when he met Mr. Fairies, which was accidental, he had 
no intention to harm him. He hoped they would forgive him, as 
he sincerely forgave all mankind who had at any time done him 
any injury. His step was firm as he entered upon the scaffidd, 
but the power of articulation failed him, and he was in consequence 
unable to address the spectators, as he had stated it to be hia 
intention to do. He could neither read nor write, but had pro- 
cured a friend to transcribe some scraps from books whidi had been 
read to him in the gaol, which he wished to scatter among the 
crowd. He was dissuaded from doing this, aod he gave them to 
the governor of the prison to deliver to a person whom he named. 
Just as the fatal bolt was about to be withdrawn, a person near the 
scaffold cried out " Farewell Jobling," and he instantly turned his 
head in the direction whence the voice proceeded, which disidaced 
the cord, and consequently protracted his suffenngs, which con- 
tinued for some minutes. After hanging an hour, the body waa 
cut down and conveyed into the gaol, where it remained until the 
gibbet was ready. It was a very wet day, consequendy the crowd 
was not so numerous as was anticipated. Fifty of the 8tli hus- 
sars mounted, and fifty of the 15th regiment of fopt, were drawn 
up in firont of the drop, where they remained until the body was 
cut down. A portion of these regiments bad marched from 
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Newcastle to Durham for the purirase, and also to escort the body 
to JarroH Slake. After the body was conveyed into the gaol, the 
clothes were taken off but no incision made, it was then covered 
over with pitch, and the clothes in which he was hanged were re- 
placed. 

Tliis wood cut portrait of Jobling is from a sketch by Mr. 
Bouet, artist, of Durham, taken whilst upon his trial. 




On nionday morning, August the 6th, at seven o'clock, the 
body was taken in a small four wheeled waggon, drawn by two 
horses, from Durham, escorted by a troop of hussars, and two 
companies of infantry, T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, Mr. Frush- 
ard, the gaoler, officers of the gaol, bailiffs. Sic. &c. They proceed- 
ed by way of Chester-le-Street, Picklree, Sludge-row, Porto Bello, 
over llie Black Fell, to White Mare Pool, and thence by the South 
Shields turnpike-road, (o Jarrow Slake, where they arrived at half- 
past one o'clock. The spectators were not numerous, perhaps 
about 1,000, and not many pitmen amongst them, on account it 
was supposed, of a meeting being held by them that day on 
Boldon Fell. On the arrival of the cavalcade at Jarrow Slake, it 
was joined by Bryan Abbs and William Loraine, esqrs.. magistrates 
of the county ; the military were then drawn up, and formed two 
sides of a square, the cavalry on the right, and the infantry on the 
left. The body was then lifted from the waggon. It was cased in 
flat bars of iron of 2^ inches in breadth, the feet were placed in 
stirrups, from which a bar of iron went up each side of the head, and 
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ended in a ring by which he was Buapended ; a bar from the collar 
went down the breast, and another down the back ; there were alM 
bars in the inside of the legs which communicated with the above; 
and cross bore at the ankles, the knees, the thighe, the bowels, 
breast and shoulders ; the hands were hung by the sides, 
covered with pitch ; the face was pitched and covered with a piece 
of white cloth. Being laid on a hand barrow, the body was con- 
veyed to the gibbet, which was fixed nearly apposite the spot 
where the murder was commitlfd, and about 100 yards within 
the Slake from high water mark. The gibbet, which was fixed ii 
a stone 1} ton weight sunk in the Slake, was formed of a squar^ 
piece of timber (fir) twcDly-oae feet long, and a top projecting aboti£ 
three feet, with strong bars of iron up ^ch side to prevent it£ being 
BBwD down. At high water the tide covered the gibbet about four or 
five feel, leaving sixteen or seventeen feet visible, llie body being 
hoisted up and secured, a police guard was placed near the spot, and 
remained there for some time. Jobling was the first person gib- 
beted under the new act of parliament, ordering the bodies of mur-! 
dcrers to be hung in chains. The body, when gibbeted, had on the. 
clothes in which the criminal appeared upon his trial: — blucjacl ~ 
and trowscrs, the Iieel-quarterE of his shoes wore down, and throi 
a large hole in one of his stockings, the naked bcel was visible 
his head was thrown quite back, so that his face appeared as if lool 
iog upwards. During the very dark night between the 3l8t 
August and the Ist of, September, Jobling's body was stolen tri 
the gibbet and secretly disposed of by some persons unknown. 

1B32 (Aug, 6). — The passing of the reform bills was cclebr 
led at Berwick, including Tweedmouth and Spital, which form ' 
but one united and reformed borough, the procession, dinners, &c 
went off with great eclal. The illumination in the evening was 
beautiful and general, every house and hovel presenting a blaze of 
light. Tlie Berwick Advertiser in describing the festivity, stales, 
" Berwick has no day recorded in its annals that may tor a moment 
be termed its equal i and a thousand years may come and paaa> 
and still none like unto il be found." 

1832 (Attg. W), — A most dreadful murder was committed at 
Horncliff upon the river Tweed, near Berwick. Two young men 
of the names of Paxton and Percy, had a dispute ^out a game 
cock, which led to frequent quarrels between them, and, on the day 
above-mentioned, they again came to high words, and eventually 
blows. While this was goin^ on, Percy's father, an old roan, pro. 
cured a large knife, and deliberately attacking his son's opponent, 
stabbed him in the belly, cutting him across, ro that his boweb, as be 
fell, protruded on the ground. Not content with this savage deed, 
he turned upon Paxton's brother, and stabbed him in several places. 
The first victim lingered till the following morning (Sunday), in 
great agony, when death relieved him from his sufferings, the other 
young man was in a hopeless state. Old Percy retired to a corn 
iSeld and cut his own throat, but not effectually, as he was found 
bleeding shortly after, and the wound havtog been attended to, he 
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was in a few daye removed to Durham gaol, there to await hi* trial 
for these horrid crimes. 

1832 fAuff. U;.— The members of the Northern Political Union 
celebrated the [laesiDg of the reform bills, b^ a public dioner in 
the Spitol-field, in Newf^astlci the use of whit^h had been readily 
granted by Archibald Keed, esq., mayor. A large canvas covering 
was erected, under which die tables calculated to accommodate 
],000 persons, were fixed, but not one-half of diat number was 
present. At two o'clock the council of the Union arrived on the 
ground, attended by a band of music and several banners, afler 
having paraded some of the streets of the town. Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, took the chair, and was supported on his right 
by iMr. Owen, of the National Political Union. Messrs. Thomas 
Doubieday and Charles Larkin officiated as vice-chairmen. The 
dinner consisted of roast and boiled beef, together with plum-pud- 
dings and ale. The dinner, speeches, and toasts occupied the 
meeting until seven o'clock in the evening. The first toast was 
" The King," and the next " The People, ' after which followed 
" Earl Grey and the Ministry, for their introduction and support 
of the reform bill," which was drunk with great applause. The 
cliairman addressed the meeting at considerable length, after which 
the meeting was addressed by Mr. Owen, Mr. JDoubleday, Mr. 
Larkin, and the Rev. Mr. Wright from Sunderland. It was re- 
commended by a placard, that the shops should be closed, but this 
was only attended to in one or two instances. An illumination 
was whispered, hut the good sense of the inhabitants frustrated 
this attempt also ; a hand bill issued by the mayor on the prece- 
ding day, having strongly recommended the inhabitants not to light 
up, OS the cholera then raged so heavily in the town. The meat 
wnich remained after this dinner, was on the following day distri- 
buted among upwards of 300 persons, and soup and rolls of bread 
to upwards of 400 persons. 

August 24. — The right honourable Earl Grey, K. &, and 
first lord of the treasury, having left London for his seat, Howick 
Hall, in Northumberland, was enthusiastically greeted at almost 
every town through which his lordship passed. On tlie above 
day nis lordship alighted at the King's Head, in Darlington, and 
w^ked in front of the inn during the time of changing horses, and 
was most heartily cheered on his departure. His lonlship proceed- 
ed to Lambton Castle, the seat of Lord Durham, where he slept 
that night, and on the following day (Saturday), soon after eleven 
o'clock, his lordship, accompanied by Countess Grey, the honour- 
able Colonel Grey, and other members of the family arrived at the 
Turk's Head inn, in the Bi^-market, Newcastle, where a number 
of gentlemen had assembled to salute bis lordship ; he was also 
greeted with three times three hearty cheers, from an immense 
crowd which had collected. His lordship did not alight, but acknow- 
ledged tlie compliment by bowing from the carriage, and the cheers 
were repeated when be drove ofi". The bells m the churches of 
Gateshead and Newcastle were rung on the occasion. As Mon as 
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il was known that the earl would pats through Morpeth, an address 
was drawn up and very generally signed by the inhabitanta. His 
lordship was received at the Queen's Head inn with the most 
enthusiastic applause, and Mr. Woodman, in an a pp ropr ia te speedi, 
presented the address, to which his lorddiqi made an anhnated and 
suitable reply. At Alnwidc, an address was yoted to be presented 
to his loraship, for whidi purpose a procession went out as fidr as 
the toll bar, but, owtn^ to some misinformation, his lordship had 
passed through some dme before. John Carr, esq., of Bondgate 
HaU, transnutted the address on the fiAowing dqr, to whidi hit 
lordship returned a most gracious answer. The adcvess was s^ned 
by 847 persons. This is perhaps the first tinie that a prime niinister 
passed tnrougfa Newcastle, and Uuit person a native or Nordumdwr- 

1839 (Aug 25^.— Bamardcastle and its ndgfabouihood were visit- 
ed by a draadful thunder-storm, accompanied by a whirlwind, 
which completely unroofed a thatched house, and laid the inmates 
senseless on the floor, but without fiurther injuring them ; a large 
stack ofluty was thrown down, and a person, named Armstrong, who 
was breakmg stones on the road, was lifted off his feet, and tihrown 
to the ground without being much hurt. The whirlwind crossed 
the river Tees, tore up some large trees near Lartington HaO, and 
killed a calf in a field belonging to Mr. George Dixon, of Codier- 
stone. The Tees rose to a great height, and the road between 
fiamardcastle and Bowes, was rendered almost impassable. 

August 26. — About four o'clock on the morning, one of the most 
dreadful showers of hail ever experienced, took (uace at Stockton. 
The demolition of glass alone amounted to upwards of £200. Great 
damage was also sustained by the gardens and orchards in the im- 
mediate vicinity of that town. 

August 27. — The members of the Sunderland Political Union, 
and other friends of reform, celebrated the passing of the reform 
bills by a public dinner in a large field near Waterloo-place. The 
tables were arranged under a spacious canvas covering, and were 
well supplied with beef, ham, plum-puddings, &c. Tne price of 
the ticket was fixed at 2«., but in order that the poorer classes 
might be enabled to join in the celebration, a subscription was 
entered into by some gentlemen, which allowed a number of the 
tickets to be oisposed of at one shilling each. There were two 
bands of music in attendance, for whose accommodation elevated 
platforms were erected at each end of the covering ; a platform was 
also erected for the accommodation of the ladles, a number of whom 
appeared to view the proceedings with much satisfaction. At two 
o clock the chairman of the Sunderland Political Union, the Rev. 
John Wriffht, Unitarian minister, accompanied by Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, and a large body of the Union, entered the 
green, and took their places at the tables, amid repeated cheering 
and a discharge of small cannon ; the Rev. chairman having said 
grace, the business of the dinner was proceeded with, after which 
the toasts and the speeches occupied the meeting until about seven 
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o'clock. The pressure and uproarious ccmduct of a crowd which 
had carried all before it, and broke in upon the meeting, beggared 
aU description, and rendered the scene truly ludicrous. As scarcely 
a word could now be heard from the speakers, the chairman, accom- 
panied by Mr. Attwood, and the members of the council, adjourned 
to Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge inn, from the windows of which, the 
chairman and Mr. Attwood again addressed a great concourse of 
people. About 670 persons sat down to dinner. 

1832 (Aug% %1 )• — A fire broke out about nine o'clock at night, 
in the workshop of Mr. Thomas Scott, cart-wright, Orchard-street, 
Newcastle, which raffed with great fury, and threatened the des- 
truction of the adjoining buildings. The engines were speedily on 
the spot, but could not prevent the loss of the whole of the build- 
ing. Mr. Scott's loss was estimated at £450 ; his stock of timber 
and toob being entirely destroyed. No part of it was insured. 

1832 /^tf$rtt«^28^«-The new chapel for divine worship in commu- 
nion with the established church, atDuddo, in the parish of Norham, 
was opened, the pious undertaking of the excellent and zealous 
vicar, the Rev. William Stephen GiUy. ( See April 6t^ 1832, page 
351.^ It is a neat specimen of Saxon architecture, from a deskn 
by Mr. Bonomi, of Durham, and it affords accommodation (the sit- 
tings being all firee) for about 250 persons. The Rev. Chas. Thorp, 
archdeacon of Durham, and official of the dean and chapter, read 
the bishop's license and the appointed preliminary address, after 
which the morning service was read (with appropriate lessons and 
psalms selected for the occasion), and an eloquent and impressive 
sermon was preached by Mr. Gilly. All the clergy in the neigh- 
bourhood in their gowns, and nearly all the gentry in the vicinity 
^including the earl of Home) were present on the occaaiooi in 
compliment to the worthy vicar. 

August. — At this time the cholera morbus again raged in New- 
castle and various other towns of Northumberland and Durhan« 
some of which had not been visited by the disease in the winter of 
this year. See October 26lA, 1831, page 322. 

Stptember S, — The << Northern Academy of Arts" in BladEett- 
street, Newcastle, having been disposed of in shares of twenty-five 
pounds each, and its title changed, the following notice of its opening 
was eiven to the public : — ** The Newcastle upon Tyne Institution 
for the General Promotion of the Fine Arts." ** The shareholders 
and the public in general are respectfully informed, that the above 
institution for the exhibition of pictures and sculpture, Ac, will 
open for the first season, on Monday the 3d day of September* 
By order of the committee of management. Keenlyside and 
Walton, secretaries. Admittance Is; season tickets, 5s; Cata- 
logues, Is, each. Open from 10 in the morning untU dusk* 
Tickets to be had of the Secretaries, at their office, 16, Westgate- 
street, and of the principal booksellers in Newcastle." There were 
some excellent pictures in this exhibition. 

September 5. — Died, at his house at the XiCazes Terrace, New- 
castle, Thomas Trotter, esq., M. D. He was a native of Roxburgh- 
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shire, and received his rlssricul and nedicsl educsUoa at the 
college of Ediobiirgfa. Id the year 1782» when verjr jovi& he 
was appointed surgeon in therojal navy, and having heen a Tortage 
in the African slave trade» he was called befinre a committee ok the 
House of Commons, to give evidence against thai horrid tiaflie in 
human flesh. In 1785, fie settled at Wooler, in North un b ciia nd, 
and having passed through the different examinations at the ooDcige 
of Edinbingh, he obtained the degree of M.D.hi 1788 ; tlie ftl- 
lowing year he was appointed to the flag ship of hb friend and BfOfjt^ 
hour Admiral Roddam. InDecemberl79She was appoinled physi- 
cian to the royal hospital at Portsmouth, and m the mllowipg April 
was nominated physician to the channel fleet, by Eari How^withoot 
any previous raplicaticm, but merely in oompUment to his p nt u h 
sionai studies oevoted to the health of seamen. The medical A^y 
of the fleet was an incessant and hdKirious task ftr neariy nine 
years. In June 1795, after the battle off Groa, the doctor received 
a severe penonal imury in ascending a ship's side, duriw a tm- 
mendous swell of tne sea, to visit a wounded officer (Cmptain 
GrincU^ of the IrresistiUe of 74 guns), which incapacitatea lum 
lor all active du^ in boats, and from that period he was doder the 
necessity of confining himself for some hours of every dav, to a 
horixontal posture to relieve the painful efiects of that misKHtane^ 
which daily increased. After his quitting the navy in 18CNi; he 
settled in Newcastle until the year 1827, when he retired to Rooir 
buighshire, but had returned to Newcastle only a bw months be* 
tore his death. Doctor Trotter was the author of the following 
works, viz. : — ** Mediema NcaUica^ 3 vols, ; << Obtervatums am 
Scurvy r ^'Medical and Chemical BaaayM ;'* ** Sutpiria Oeeam, 
a Monody on the dea^ of Earl Howe;" << JLn Essay an Drunken^ 
ness;" « A view of the Nervous Ten^perameni ;'* ^ The NMe 
Foundling, or, the Hermit of the Tweed;'' A Practicable Plan for 
mamiing the Royal Navy f &c. Various of his poetic pieces ap* 
peared in the journals of the day. In 1829 he published a volume 
ofpoenis entitled << Sea Weeds, with a portrait prefixed <* an. iST. 
37." A portrait of the doctor was given in the European Manr 
zine for May 1796. There is a beautiful epitaph on a stone inSt. 
Andrews church yard, Newcastle, to the memory of his first wifi^ 
written by the doctor. 

1832 (SepL 6^.— The passmg of the Reform Bills was commemo- 
rated at Hexham, by a public procession and dinners at the respec- 
tive club-houses of each trade. 

Sq^tember 10. — The passing of the Reform Bills was celebrated 
at Gateshead, by a public dinner at the house of Mr. Bell, sign (tf 
the Grey Horse. At five o'clock in the evening, nearly one nun- 
dred gentlemen sat down. Hie chair was taken by Cuttibert Rip* 
poD, esq., of Stanhope Castle ; and Mr. James Pollock, Mr. James 
Charlton, and Mr. J. B. Johnson, officiated as vice-presidents. On 
the right of* the chairman were seated Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
bart, M. P., W. H. Ord, esq., Captain Dinsdale, and T. £. Head- 
km, esq., M.D.; on the left, Hedworth Lambton, esq., John 
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Bowes, esq., of Streatlam Castle, William Loraine, esq., &c. At 
the upper end of the room were displayed two handsome banners, 
one bearing the arms of the borough of Gateshead : the other, the 
arms of Mr. Rippon, the candidate for the borough ; and in the 
centre, between the two banners, was placed a bust of the lord 
chancellor. At the lower end ^rere displayed two handsome ban- 
ners, provided by Mr. Abraham Dawson, displaying the colours of 
the members for the county who supported the reform measure, 
and those who were expected to support liberal principles in the 
event of their being returned at the next election. The toasts and 
speeches occupied the meeting until a late hour, when the com- 
pany broke up. 

1832 (Sept, \\). — A public meeting was held in the Guildhall 
of Newcastle, to consider of the propriety of congratulating Earl 
Grey on his return to his native county, and expressive of grati- 
tude for his originating and conducting to a successful termination 
the important measure of parliamentary reform. Sir M. W. Rid- 
ley, ban., M. P., in a neat speech moved, and afterwards read the 
address, which was seconded by James Losh, esq., in a speech of 
considerable length. The address was then adopted unanimously, 
ailer which three times three cheers were given for Earl Grey and 
the cabinet. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, nearly two 
hundred gentlemen sat down to a public dinner at Mr. Fletcher's, 
the Turk's Head inn, Newcastle, to celebrate the passing of the 
Reform Bills. The chair was taken by George Baker, esq., of Ele- 
more, the father of reform in this district. Tlie chairman was 
8umx>rted on his right by Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, M. P., William 
Ora,esq., M. P., Rauph Carr, esq., Sir Iledworth Williamson, bart., 
M. P., uuthbert Rippon, esq., and Alderman Wright ; and on his 
left by T. W, Beaumont, esq., M. P., John Hodgson, esq , M. P., 
John Bowes, esq., the hon. Captain Howard, the rev. John Saville 
Ogle, and C. W. Bi^e, eso. Colonel Tower, Dr. Headlam, and 
J* C* Jobling, esq., chelated as vice-presidents. Among the gen- 
tlemen present were, Colonel Bell, George Silvertop, esq., Colonel 
Silvertop, H. Witham, esq., John Cookson, esq., Tliomas Fenwick, 
esq., George Salvin, esq., J. Salvin. esq., C Blackett, esq., F. Er- 
rington, esq., W. H. Ord, esq., Capt. Dinsdale, T. C. Granger, esq., 
W. Loraine, esq., Edward Loraine, esq., James Losh, jun., esq., E. 
J. Clavering, esq., Cuthbert Dunn, esq., W. Fife, esq., Robert Orm- 
ston, jun., esq., K. Boyd, esq.. Colonel Campbell, Rev. Archdeacon 
Scott, Rev. Anthony Hedley, Rev. W. Mark, Rev. James Wors- 
wick. Rev. William Turner, &c. &c. Various loyal and constitutional 
toasts were given, and most excellent speeches were delivered by 
Mr. Bigge, Mr. Silvertop, Mr. Beaumont, Sir M. W. Ridley, Mr. 
Hodgson, Captain Blackett, Mr. Ord, Rev. Mr. Ogle, Mr. Bowes, 
Captain Howard, Sir H. Williamson, Mr. W. H. Ord, Mr. Rippon, 
Mr. Losh, &c. &c. 

September 20. — At a general meeting of the shareholders of the 
^ Northern Joint Stock Bank," then about to be establiriied in 
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Newcastle, the following gentlemen were chosen directors «—- 
Thomas Reed Batson, Nathaniel Grace, Thomas Brown, Jamea 
Lowndes, Anthony Clapham, James Carr, Charles Attwood, George 
Burdis, John Scott, William Maude, esquires, and Lieutenant- 
General Austin. It was also determined, that Thomas Reed 
Batson, and Nathaniel Grace, esquires, should be managing direc- 
tors. The business of the Bank, it was expected, would commence 
in a few weeks after, in apartments then being fitted up at the 
west end of the Royal Arouie, in Pilgrim Street. 

SepUmber 21. — Died, in the 62nd year of his age, at his seat, 
Abbotsford, Roxburghshire, Sir Walter Scott, barU He was bom 
on the 15th of August, 1771, was educated at the High School, 
Edinburgh, and afterwards devoted his time to the profession of the 
law. Although the lamented death of this illustrious man did not 
occur within my limits, yet I am in gratitude bound (not only be- 
cause I consider him, in reference to his writings, as belonging to 
every place and every country, but also for his prompt replies to iny 
letters, and his wish to be a subscriber to this work) to notice him 
here, and though dead, his name shall remain in the list of my pat- 
rons. Sir Walter Scott's deaUi has bereaved the world c^one of its 
brightest sons of genius. His first literary productions were two bal- 
lads from the German, « The Chasey** and « William and Moar^r 
published anonymously. << Goetz af Bercherdingen^" vl tragedy, also 
from the German, appeared in 1799 ; and, about the same time, he 
contributed two ballads, «< The Eve of HL John" and << Glenfifdtu!' 
to Lewis's*' Tales of Wonder/' His next work was " The Minsirdsif 
rfihe Scottish Border^" in 1802, which first established his poetic 
fiune. ** Sir Tristram^'* was published in 1804, this was followed the 
next year by '< The Lay of the last Minstrel,'* aflerwards succeeded 
by '' Marmion" \vi 1808; " The Lady of the Lake;' in 1810, the 
most popular of his poetic productions ; " The Vision of Don Roder- 
icky" in 1811; '' Roheby;' in 1812; ''The Lard of the Isles;' in 
1814 ; and '' Waterloo;* soon afler. These were his principal poetic 
works. Sir Walter published <* The Border Antiquities cf Eng- 
land and Scotland;' and also edited the works of Dryden, Somers' 
Tracts, Sadler's State Papers, Miss Seward's works, and those of 
Swifl ; he besides conducted 1 he Edinburgh Annual Register. It 
is only necessary to allude in this brief outline to the <* Waverley" 
series of novels, so named from the title of that first published. 
From these having originally appeared without the author's name, 
he was called " the great unknown." It is admitted that no 
contemporary author has written so much, and few so well, as his 
works have been translated into all the languages of Europe. Sep- 
tember 26, his honoured remains were consigned to die tomb, 
amid the unfeigned regret of thousands. About two o'clock, p. m.> 
the long funeral procession began to move from Abbotsford to Dry- 
burgh Abbey, where the remains of Sir Waller Scott were laid 
beside the body of Lady Scott, and also that of his uncle. — 
The Glasgow Courier, after giving a long account of Sir Walter 
Scott, and comparing him with the celebrated Goethe, a German 
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author, and who was his contemporary, indulges in the following 
strain : " It is an instance of those dispensations of nature, whicK 
are intended lo awaken the attention of mankind, that these two 
celebrated men died in tlie same year. Will not this double afflic- 
tion stand out as one of the most melancholy events of these dark 
times ? And will not the future historian record it as a sign of 
the season of distress which has visited the family of man ? 
The year 1632 will be remembered for the multitude of 
changes which it has scattered over the face of Europe. It will 
be remembered as the year which witnessed the struggles of 
Poland against the tyranny of Russia, and which saw the high- 
souled children of that ancient country condemned to wear the gal- 
ling bonds of servitude. It will be remembered as the year which 
tortured Portugal with the struggles of a disputed succession, and ' 
filled her rich vales with the horrors of a civil war. It will be re- 
membered as the year which abolished the institutions of France, ' 
and gave a new constitution to Britain. It will be remembered as 
a year of pestilence, of mercantile distress, and of political agita- 
tion — as a year of insecurity and panic — of suffering and anxje- ' 
ty ; but, above all, it will be remembered as the year which de- 
prived Europe of Goethe, and the world of Sir Widter Scott." Aa " 
" ■" ■' ■ low be 



" Sir, — I am &voured with your letter accompanjing Unpublished Ke- 
"msinsof Mr. Pickering, tor which accept Hi; best thonliL t will willi 
'■ pleasure subscribe to your propased new edition of your Historical Regift> '' 
'' tvr, of Memorable Events in the Counties of Durham anj] Northumber. • 
" laniL 1 had the pleusure of rewivins in safety your Tinmoulh Batheia . 
••and the other utiules of curiosity, with which you have obliged me, sn^ 
•• remain, " Vour most obedient Servant, 

" WALTER SCOTT. 

" Ediobursh, 6, Sbnndwick ^laee, 
" 15 November, 182ft. 

" Mr. John Sykes, UoukKller, Newcsstte." 

1B32 f Sept. 25 J. A whale was cast on shore at Conuet Island, | 
on the coast of Northumberland, in a sickly state, and on being . 
discovered by the keeper of the island, it being ebb tide, and the 
monster finding the water leaving him, made a desperate struggle ' 
to escape. The inhabitant of the island, not being usually honour- 
ed with a visit from the " king of the sea," immediately hoisted his 
flag for assistance from the land, which was promptly attended to 
by the Hauxley fishermen, who arrived in time to assist the sea- 
man, and they succeeded in capturing the whale, after firing seve- 
ral shots, and piercing it with a spear. It measured fifty feet. ' 
1832 (Sept. 37) — About seven o'clock on the morning, a duel took ' 

Klace in Offerton Lane, near Herrington, Durham, between Mr. 
ussell Bowlby, a candidate for South Shields, and Mr. Braddyll, a 
candidate for the Northern Division of the county of Durham, in . 
consequence of expressions used by the former in a speech at South. 
Shields, and which had been commented on by .Mr, Braddyll in & 
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speech at the same phux. Mr. Braddyll was attended bv G. P. 
Inrtne, Esq., and his antagonist by Captain Bowlby. Mr. BraddjD, 
after receivinff Mr. Bowlby's fire, discharged his pistol in the air. 
Mr, Bowlby ttien stepped forward and declared his regret that he 
should have uttered expressions painful to the feelings of Mr. 
Braddyll» and the latter gentleman, in consequence of this acknow- 
ledgement, declared his sorrow at having commented iu the tone 
he did, on those offensive expressions. The parties then led the 
ground. 

The same day, soon afteir twelve o'clock, another hostile meeting 
took place, at the sign of the Hare and Hounds, on the Sedgefiekl- 
road, between Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., and Mr. Braddyll, 
rival candidates for the Northern Division of the county of Dur- 
ham. This duel arose out of expressions purporting to have been 
used in the speeches of tlie parties against each other. Sir Hed- 
worth Williamson was attended by John Fawcett, esq., and Mr. 
Braddyll by William John Bankes, esq., M. P. The parties each 
fired twice, when Sir Hedworth, sanctioned by his second, agreed 
to the fbllowing :— << I am sorry to have used a term which has 
been offensive to Mr. Braddyll's feelings, and which has been receiv-< 
ed in a sense in which I never intended it** The parties then 
shook hands, and left the field. 

1832 fSepLj — ^This month, part of the clergy of Northumberland 
and diocese of Durham, memorialized the Right Rev. William Van 
Mildert, lord bishop of Durham, and also his most gracious majesty 
King William IV., on a Reform of the Church. 'Die memorial to 
their diocesan was signed by thirty-seven clergymen of the county 
of Northumberland, and that to his majesty was signed by forty- 
three clergymen of the same county. This is worthy of record, as 
it was understood to be the first attempt of the established clergy 
o reform their own church. 

October 2, — Being Michaelmas Monday, the day for the 
election of the mayor and other oflficers of the corporation of New- 
castle, the burgesses met at the Guildhall for the purpose of audit- 
ing the accounts, &c., of the preceding year, when much angry 
feeling and determination to opposition were displayed ; so much 
so, that they formed two parties in proceeding to the Spital school, 
the place of election — the one headed by Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor, the other by alderman Wright. As much previous excite- 
ment by placards had been made, an unusually large body of the 
burgesses and other inhabitants attended the processions. On ar- 
riving at the place of election, some of the new electors, on their 
attempts to enter, having been opposed by the police, they with- 
drew and would not return, which occasioned a scene of violence 
and uproar, until about six o'clock, when the meeting was ad- 
journed to nine o'clock, when they again met, and the same con- 
fusion took place, and continued until near twelve o'clock, when the 
meeting was again adjourned to ten o'clock the next morning, 
without proceeding one step in the election. Summonses were 
issued to the electors of the preceding year to attend at the 
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appointed time, and a sufficient number of them having been pro* 
cured, the business was quickly eone through, by electing John 
Brandling esq., mayor, Henry BeU, esq., of l<^wbiggen, sheriff, and 
the subordinate officers, which, it appears, was done with closed 
doors. The burgesses, who wished to bring in alderman Wright 
as chief magistrate, now finding their intentions frustrated, adjourn- 
ed to the Spital-field, and havmg passed several resolutions, and 
votes of thanks to those individutds who had been most active in 
the cause of Mr. Wright, they determined to apply to his majesty, 
the house of lords, and the house of commons, for a revision of the 
charter. After the election of Mr. Brandling and the other officers, 
they proceeded to the mayor's chamber, in the Guildhall, where 
the common council of the preceding year were re-elected. Per- 
haps there never were before so much violence and delay in the 
election of the officers of Newcastle. It is on record, that upon a 
similar occasion, and on the same day of the montli, violence had 
been used ; and on another occasion, that the parties sat up all 
night. See voL up. 102 and 112. 

1832 (Oct. 3;._The passing of the Reform Bills was cele- 
brated at Alnwick by a public dinner in the town-hall ; upon which 
occasion, the chair was taken by Sir Francis Blake, bart., supported 
on his right by Lord Howick (who had received an invitation from 
the committee to attend), and on the left by Colonel Grejr ; John 
Carr, esq., of Bondgate Hall, and Henry Hewitson, esq., of Hedge- 
ley, ably officiated as vice-presidents. Amongst the company pre- 
sent (between 60 and 70), were the followmg gentlemen :— R. 
Carr, esq., Dr. Wilson, Rev. Dr. Herdman, Rev. D. Paterson, J. 
Lambert, Esq., Captains Macleod and Gourlay, J* C. Tarleton, 
esq., J. Thirlwell, esq., H. Taylor, of Christen Bank, esq., &c., &c. 
There were some excellent speeches made by the chairman. Lord 
Howick, and several of the jgentlemen present Sir F. Blake, 
accompanied by Lord Howick, Colonel Grey, &c., having left 
the room, John Carr, esq., was called to the chair, and after 
some appropriate sentiments, the meeting broke up, highly grati- 
fied with the entertainment. 

Oct. 8. — The chapel of ease for the parish of St. John, 
Newcastle, at Benwell High Cross, was consecrated by the lord 
bishop of Bristol, officiating at the particular request of the bishop 
of Durham, who was prevented from being present by serious 
indisposition. The ground for this chapel and cemetery was given 
by John Buddie, esq., and the stone by John Hoogson, esq* 
M. P. for Newcastle. See July 4, p. 304. 

October 9 — In consequence of the inclined and dangerous 
state of the beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcasde 
(Mee page 345^, it was found necessary to prop it with immense 
beams of timber, for the purpose of taking out the old foundation 
(which on examination was alarmingly bad), and putting in a new 
one of massive stone work, with strong abutments. On the above 
day, the workmen, whilst digging near the foundation of the tower, 
discovered two stone coffins, each about seven feet long, with a 
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.onritj for the head. Thoy were found a little north of the west en* 
tnuice» on the outside of die building, and at a.reij trifling depdi 
bdow the pavement. When the stone coyers were removed, die 
ooffins were found to contain some human bones, and a large por- 
tion of eerth. It was evident from the huge quantity of hnnm 
bones dug up, that this must have been a part of the ancient ceme- 
tery subMquentl^ added to the street.— iSSse ]^a^ 61. Whilst ezca- 
vatma during this repair, several ancient rehcs of mortality were 
fining The veiy dd entrance under the tower, called the Soudi 
Porch, was at this time taken down. For correct views of this 
porch, its door-way, and sun-dial, see voL upage S96, amd vU m. 
JM!^84S. 



South SHizL08.^TowD8hip8 of South 
Shields and Westoe. 



The reform bill passed on the 7th of June, 18S2, (tee page 862^ 
enacts, that, the counties of Durham and Northumberland shall be 
divided into north and south, and each division to return two mem- 
bers. It is also enacted, that, Sunderland return two members, and 
that Gateshead, South Shieldi^ and Tvnemouth, return each one 
member, and, that Morpedi, which had hitherto returned two mem- 
bers, shall, in future return only one member to parliament. 

Ntw BortmglU^wiik tkeir B om md mr ift . Preumi rmiiffdWin, 

SuvDxaLAifD. — Pariah of Sunderiand,') Captain Baningtoa, AMapy^im 
Townahipa of Bidiapweaniiouth, f Thompaon, of Lmirn^ fiKr, W. 
Biahopwcaniiouth Ftau^ Monkwetr-f Chajtor. bart., WWm (Mk; 
mouth Shore, and Southwic^ J Dtvid Barckj, eaq^ vf Itmiim 

GATxaHXAD^Puiah of Gateshead. \^^^ ^^^' ^-^ ^*«*^ 

Robert Infffaam, eaq., of Wetioe; 
QeoTge Palmer, eaq^ ai Uadm; 
Ruasell Bowlby, eaq., of SnUk 
Sfiieldi; William Gowan, eiq., of 

(^London, 
Sanderson Ilderton, esq. ; Lemmkig' 
torn Hali; Geo. F. xoung, esq., 
o{ London, 

Place* ^Election for DivUiom 9fik€ Commtin. Pretfnt ^^*^^ irtet. 

!John Bowes, esq., Strmtkm QuOes 
ton ; R. D. Shaftoe, eaq. WkU^ 
worth Park. 
^ Sir Hadworth Wniianuoo, hart., 

DurhamCity.— For Durham N.D. I ?^o«^i?*'^^"^vi^?*T?3?* 

f Lambton, eaq., Bid^ek MaB i 

J £. R. G. Bnddyll, esq. 

) T. W. Beaumont, eaq., of BywOl 
Hexhah. — For Northumberland S. D. V Hatt: Wm.OnUeaq., ofW^ffidd, 

3 Matt Bell, eaq of fFoolringUm. 

) Viscount Lord Howick, of Homkk ; 
Alkwick.— .For Northumberland N. D. V Lord Ossulaton, of ChUkn^itm 

J Castk. 



The Work was 6nUIied at the preceding poge, bui aa the Elec- 
tions have taken place during the printing of the Indexes, I have 
added a few pages to enable me to give the members iirst returned 
to parliament under ihe Reform Act ; also the strike of the colliers, 
in I8I0, trhich had been inadvertent!}' omitted in its proper place. 



KORTHUMBEELAND AND DURHAM ELECTIONS. 

ThewritsofEleCtion were received by the sheriffa on Wednesday 
theSih of December, 1832, and the days for the nomination of the 
candidates for the counties and the boroughs were appointed aa 
follows :— 

Northumberland, Northern Division, Saturday, I5th December. 

Northumberland, Southern Division, Monday, 17th December. 

Durham, Northern Division, Saturday, ]5tli December. 

Durham, Southern Division, Tuesday, 18th December. 

Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday, 11th December. 

Durham city, Monday, 10th December. 

Morpeth, Tuesday, 11th December. 

Berwick upon Tweed, Monday, 10th December* 

Sunderland, Monday, 10th December. 

South Shields, Monday, 10th December. 

Tynemouth, Wednesday, 12th December. 

Cjateshead, Wednesday, 12th December. 

The polling places for the Northern Division of Northumberland^ 
were — Alnwick (place of nomination^ Berwick, Wooler, Elsdoni 
and Morpeth ; for the Southern Division, Hexham (place of no- 
mination), Newcastle, Haltwhistle, Bellingham, and Stamfordham. 
For the Northern Division of Durham, city of Durham (place of 
nomination), Sunderland, Lanchester, Whickham, Chester-le-street, 
and South Shields ; for the Southern Division, Darlington (place of 
nomination), Stockton, Bishop Auckland, Stanhope, Middleton in 
Teesdale, Barnardcastle, and Sedgefield. 

Northern Division of Nortuumbbulakd. 
December 15th. 

CamtidaUt. tfianUrt poOtd, 

Lord Viscount Howick, \ ._.-... -.-__ 

Lord Ossulston, } '^'""'^'^ ""''«"* opposition. 

Southern Division of Northumberland. 

Polling days, December 20ih and 2lBt. 

• Thomas Wentworlh Beaumont, Esq., 2537 

• Matthew Bell, Esq., 2441 

William Ord, Esq., 2S51 

Northern Division of Durham. 

Polling days, December ISth and i9th. 

■ Hedworth Lambton, Esq.,., , 2659 

• Sir Hedworth Williamson, BarL 2182 

Edward Richmond Gale Braddyll, Esq 1670 

Vol. u, S » 
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SouTHiRN Division of Durham. 
Pcdling day8» December 2lu and 2Sd. 

• JoMph Petie, Jiin , Eiq.^ 2873 

^ John Bowesy Esq.9 8818 

Robert Duncombe Shafto» Esq.,^ :....1M1 

Nbwcastls upok Tthr^. 
Polling days, December ISth and 14>di. 

* Sir Matthew White Kidley» Bart^ -.^ ..•«• 8118 

* John Hodgson, Esq.^ 1686 

Charles Attwood, Esq.... 1698 

CiTT OF Durham. 
Polling days, December lith and 18tb. 

• W.Charles Hariand, Esq.,.. 489 

• ¥niliam Richard Carter Chi^tor, E8q.r 463 

. Hon. Arthur TrevoTi 383 

Morpeth. 
December tlth. 
Hon. Capt. Frederick Geo. Howard — returned without oppositioD. 

Berwick upow Twekd. . 
Pining days, December Ilth and I8th. 

• Sir Rufhne Shaw Donkin. K.C3.,... 371 

» Su* Francis Blalce, Bart; 357 

Colonel Marcus Beresford, 345 

Sunderland. 
Polling days, December 12th and 13th. 

• Sir William Chaytor, Bart.,.. 696 

* Hon. Captain George Barrington, 585 

David Barclay, Esq., 402 

William Thompson, Esq., Alderman of London, 376 

South Shields. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

* Robert Ingham, Esq., 205 

George PaJmer, Esq., 108 

William Gowan, Esq., 105 

Russell Bowlby, Esq., . 2 

Tynemouth. 
Polling days, December 13th and 14th. 

* George Frederick Young, Esq., 326 

Sanderson Ilderton, Esq., 264 

* Gateshead. 

December the 12th. 
Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., of Stanhope Castle, — returned without 
opposition. 

* There were eleven polling booths at Newcastle, tIi.— Nos. I, S, 8, i, at tha 
BidMDffe for the parish of All Saints, and the townships of Byker, Ueatoo, bhiI 
iaaoiond ; Noa. 5, 6, 7, at the Orphan Uouae, for the parish of St. Andrew | Noa 
8| 9, at the Circus, for the parish of Sc John, and the townships of Blswick aad 
wcsigate ; and Noa. 10, 1 1, at the Circus, for the parish of St. Mteholaa. 
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The CaniliJates wtioK names are marked thug • were elected 
members of parliament. 

1SD9. — At the binding of the colliers, which was at that time in 
the month of October, the owners by a previous agreement among 
themselves, but which had not been made known to the men, pro- 
posed that the men should be engaged for a quarter, or a year and a 
quarter, which would bring the binding time to the latter end of 
December or beginning of January, to which the men agreed ; but 
upon mature deliberation they found that they had done wrong, 
and, accordingly, on the l€th uf October, 1810, a meeting of dele- 
gates was held at Long Benton, when it was resolved by a majority 
that a strike should take place, unless the owners would agree to 
continue the binding from the ISth of October, as usual. This not 
being complied with, the men accordingly struck after lliat day, and 
ag the delegates from the different coUierjcs held fTe(|uent meetings, 
both in the counties of Durham and of Northumberland, they were 
hunted out by the owners and magistrates, assisted by the militair, 
and committed to prison until the prisons could contain no more. To 
such an extent were the old gaol and bouse of correction at Durham 
filled, that for fear of infect ion, several were removed to the stables and 
the stable yard of the Bishop of Durham, wtiere they were guarded 
by the Durham volunteers, and constables, and afterwards by the 
Royal Caermarthen shire mititia. Fresh seizures continuing to be 
made, the number in the bishop's stables amounted to about 300. 
Finding that this mode of procedure only made the matter 
worse, the Rev. Mr. Nesfield, a magistrate, and Captain Davis, of 
the Carmarthenshire militia, undertook to compromise the difference. 
They made application to the prisoners in the bishop's stables, 
whom they considered the leading men, but who refused to have 
any thing to do in the matter, leaving it entirely to their partners 
at liberty, who settled it by removing the time of binding to the dth 
of April, as at present. In the course of ihia strike of about seven 
weeks, several other things were brought forward, particularly the 
fines for deficient measure and foul coals Mr. Nesfield having 
pledged himself that these things should be rectified efler the pits 
nad again commenced working and previous to the binding, he by 
advertisement called a meeting of the trade to be held at Chester- 
le-street on the morning of December the 20th, "and that two men 
from each colliery be directed to attend." This was objected to 
by Mr. Martindalc, the clerk of the trade of the river Wear, on the 
ground " lest such meeting should hazard a recurrence of the late 
dUtuKiancee," and " that the river Wear does not in itself constitute 
the coal'tradc, but that the rivers Tyne, HartleVi Blythe, and Cow- 
pen, form also a principal part thereof," &c. This being also in- 
serted in the papers, with Mr. Nesfield's answer to the objections 
contained therein, he hy another advertisement dated December 
the 26th and addressed " to the coal owners of the rivers Tyne and 
Wear, and of Hartley, Blythe, and Cowpen," called a meeting to 
be held at the same place on the 3d of January, 1811, when printed 
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■• PrapOM]* fbr rcgultdng dte conlncto betircai the CMl-owncn 
and mar pitmeD on the riven Tyna end Weer, and of HartleTi 
B^rtbei end Cowprai tubmitled to their coaiideretJon, et e i|ieael 
Tewitiim: held at Cbester-le-«treet, on Thundey, the 3d of Jennarj, 
IBtl, hj the Rev. WiUiem Necfield. one ofhia Bf^eMy'a jiuticeeaf • 
the peace Str the County of Duifaam." Theee lyppowlii wbidi 
were agreed tobj the coal-ownera, have been the ba^ of the agiee- 
aentawith the pttBoen ever linoe. 

By die worda " binding tnne" ii meant tiie day from wbU dw 
contract it made in one year tmtil the nme day in die next year, 
lAen it eapiiea. Tlie time when it ia made ii uncertain— ^ome- 
limM a month or nz weeks liflAire the <iU cantiact eeaaes. Br** 
i4Dnito mo, when titere wai a great ■cardty of piman, a bB«m^ 
caUad " Uodbg money" waa given, which at aoma coOieriea wna aa 
kWt a* twen^ guineat a man, but which ianow enAdydaneawar. 
Tbebindit^ money in 1800 waa from 10 to IS gtrimeas a nan. u 
1804, frmn 18 to 20 gdneai. In 1809, flva guuieaa, and by Mr. 
Ma^iBld'a pcopoaali it wu to be the nme ai m yearpnaoediag. 



Tix fidlowing wood-cut iUuitiatiaD, drawn to a •cale of one 
feet to an inch, la a correct ropreaentation of die immenae orfBn 
whidi wai made fiw die body of Mr. Couldurd, whoao death to 
atated at pi^ S68. 
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A. 

Aecidents, TbomM Heron. 48; John 
Bol»OB,66 ; HMleton and Moiws,75 ; 
» b<7, 99; Newcmstle Theatre, 169; 
John Lambton and Marr Gregg, 197 ; 
Andrew i*ercy, 208; Thomas Bell, 
S04; at lime kilns, 206, 860; Mr. Ni- 
cholson, 218; two boys, 280; Mr. 
Hionias Gibson, 234; Misses Carr 
and Donkin, 253; a boy, 264 ; Mr. 
Henderson, 261 ; two preachers, 290 ; 
coble upset, 800; a boy, 884; boiler 
burst, 341 ; George Henderson, 844 ; 
Mr. Heron, 877 ; at Burradon, 881. 
Acts, for Newcastle, 66, 1^ ; for Stock- 
ton, 180, 148 ; for Shields, 228; Scots- 
wood bridge, 260; South Shields, 26 J ; 
Carlisle railway, 262; Shields ferry, 
264; Morpeth bridge, 264, 841. 
Adamis, Mr. John, 844. 
Addenda, the, 868. 
AflVays, sm Riots. 
Affricola, Julius, his fleet, 122. 
AU>ion, street, and place, 60. 
Allan, George, esq., death of, 8. 
Allan, George, esg., lays foundation, 84 ; 
his museum, 161; tracu, 109; death 
of, 228. 
Allan, George, esq., death of, 874. 
AUaa, James, death of, 60. 
All Stints' xbnrch, MUqiefaBh 6 ; wall 

fiOlt, 9; Are in, 226; pews of, 877. 
Alms booses at Darlington, 188. 
Aliiwiekt— mechanics' inititotion, 180, 

808; dburch-yard, 288k 
Anatomy, sufajecU for, 190, 280, 888. 
Andenon, nMJjor, presents a painting, 
84 ; presents insects, 161 ; benedw- 
tor to St. Thomas' chape^ 288; his 
death, 810: saires a ship's crew, 888. 
Anderson Place, account of, 810. 
Andrew's, St., church, 84^ 114. 
Antiburgher meeting house, 70. 
AirriouBissAiiD Coins roinrD— Cheese- 
bum Grange, Helton Chesters, 18, 
170; GallowhiU, 88; Tonstall, 26; 
Longnewton, 81 ; North Shields, 87, 
122 ; WtUtley casUe, Monkwearmouth, 
41 ; White-house, 48; NewcasUe, 62, 
64, 6^ 186, 801 ; Ewart park, Chat- 
ton, 78; Chester Hope, 84; Alnwick, 



96; Chester, 108; Ulchester, 104; 
Carley-hill, 188; Berwick, 188; 
Thrislington, 160; North Charlton; 
170; Shawdon; 841: Tynemouth, 
866; Hexham, 888; Bumhall, 874; 
Morton Banks, 876 ; South 8bielda» 
877; Morpeth, 886. 

Antiquarian society, established, 70 ; flrrt 
meeting, 76; remove to the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, 181 ; Ro- 
man remains discorered by, WL 

Arcade, the Roral, 808. 

Argyle, duke or, 66, 68. 

Armstrong tried for witchcraft, 8G9. 

Arts, flrst exhibition of, 168; Northtro 
Academy of, 819, 898. 

Ascension day, see Barges. 

Ask, an, found in stone, 808. 

Assises, first spring, 118; Judges leave 
Newcastle, 860 ; arrive nom the west, 
848. 

Associations— Newcastle armed, 7, 14, 
69; Durham, 17; hojii Sundard, 
860 ; East India formed at Newcastle, 
867; at Shields and Sunderland, 868. 

Aqrlum for prostitutes at Newcaatle* 
809; Sunderland, 840. 

Atkinson, Mr. Henry « 841. 

Atlee, Mrs., 4, 877. 

Auckland and Durham castle% 878L 

Austria, archdukes of, 96. 

B. 



Bailey, John, esq,, 180. 
Baillie, rev. John, 80. 



Bailiff-gate and Castle-stitct, OSt 

Bahfd's,Mr., FreebooUr,80e. 

BaUoons, Sadler's, 98; Green's, 184^818^ 
818; Lunardi's, 877. 

Balls, at Newcastle, a masked, 119: ba- 
chelors' fkncy dress, 160; grand fancy 
dress, 190; subterranean, 848 ; grand 
fancy dressy 847; fancy dxaes, 861 ; at 
Dnrham, bachelors', 816, 888 ; Mr. 
Russell's, 889 1 grand fancy dress, 861. 

Balls, iss Cannon. 

Bamborough, deer's horns at, 41 ; toad 
in a wall, 60 ; duel near, 197. 

Banks, Surtees & Co's. 14; savings', 
109; branch bank, 817; joint stock, 
896. 
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Mn, Hontt^ Un, Attaa, eonnUH 
of l^iconHli, t i Mr. Tbomu 
Banna, Bi Mr. RobaitHairuon, II; 
HaniT SwioboTDat an.. Sir aobcrt 
Gbamban, IS ; Mr. JoHph Rlchanl. 
WD, U; Hr. WilUioi Chuntay, Ur. 
Jnaaph RIuod, 16; Tbomai Hoiimod, 
IS ; Kai. J. D. C^ria, M ; Dr. Wll- 
Uam FbUt, Hi Hr. WilUam Lwn- 
ibaw, M; B«T. Hogh UcHio, SB; 
Ra*. Join Brand, S9; Hr. Jofan 
Cada, Be*. John BallUa, 00; Re*. 
-Oaoin Walker, 91 ; aarl Gray, S9, 
■ft; admiral RoddaiD.Sii lord Dala- 
val,9fti D»roUi;TunibulL,97i John 
CUlbalm, Robert SanderapD, il ; An- 
drew BobiiuoD BtoiM* Bown, SI ; 
adainl Colli DKwood, SS; Bir Tbooui 
CoD*an,fta, SII, aSO; Jane* AUao, 
80 1 Be*. FeTd*al Siockdatc, 8! ; Sir 
H. W. B^le*,but-, 71 i Ucorgi Cal- 

&, aaq.,7S I (}raii*ille Bbaiii, en , Sir 
V.^enpaM.bait..7Si Hr. laaae 
Oamer,75j Hr. William UulcbiD- 
aon, 79t £dw. Uiuny DalB*al,M., 
Hr. Ttomaa Spcnce, S6 ; Be*. &. 
8m*, 66 i Hr. TbWMu lliamp- 
aon, BB: Mr. WllUam KKbaidaoQ, 
lOfi; dute of NorthumberUod, 107; 



111,11 

"- •— "'■— 111, u 
...... G«.„ 

JncfclW of Northumtwrland. 129; 
Mld«tf Bi7an,eiq., ISS; Hr. Rob- 
art Bead, IMi Mr. Williun UdN 
UiiMr. William WauldhaTc, 140; 
' Hn. g. B. KiDg, Mn. Femreth.lU; 
Itipfc i a Uwirgs KCmble, eiq., IW; 
Mr. Joha Emtr<r, 119; Sin. Stnb 
Hodnan, UBi Hr. CoUImmmh, ih; 
ItiilMil ll<ai|i|iila|_ an, im. nmuui 
Bdm^ IMi Dr. CkwlB HdMbo, 
UTi Mr. Bmaj TMo^UBt Mr. 
JamH Bn«B, Mi Mr. Owka O*. 



ini 



ia^,in 
iitniiiM 



t.r5-'2' 



■bop Bwrl 



- ., ._J, IKi M™. JaM 

Warn, Sir Thaoaa Bate.m ( Hik 
WiUtan Tmm, Ifl0( Be«. Btotaai 
Walil*, aotTHr, Jaha Seau. Av 
BaadarMB,II4j Mriokanatalia^ 
aU; TtoHaa l4MtniiB, ■»( Bes. 
'lla4aB4.,Hr. ThoMM "~ - " 
■,Mi| Mr. ThoouB I 

tMr.BaaJ: 
>«< i miiiam StotMKM, a^t aav; 
Thonai WflliaD Ckrr, ■aa.,aU| Sir 
Jobn Hnllodl, 858: Hr. TVnbbi 
Coultbard, B6B : WilUam Bulaaar, 

a.,S8Ij_Mn. OamoJgK NT; Mr. 
ward Walker, a09; William Scott, 
SOtt; Mr. John MitTonl, SI7; Hr. 
Eneai Hackauii*, SU : Cbriatophar 
CookKiD, aaq., 866: Gcaafe AIIul, 
aaq.,874: Thoaui Boulre, 377; Mr. 
JamaaSand^Ur. Sa^ Bulbr.awi; 
Hr. BaJph Deaih aS6 ; csloael F«d- 
wlcfc, 886; Dr. TroUrr, WS) Sir 
Walter Scott, bart, 888. 

BIdtopireannouth chnreb, 9P ; chapela, 
«B, Mi, BTB. 

Blaeka mt raat fbmwd, 113. 



Blaekatt, Sir Wllttun, 81 1 aait. 
Blenkiniopp'a, Ur., eagina, 7i> 

BluGCoat KDOOl, lOi 

Boiler, Kaam angina, bnrM, 04 S41, asi. 

BoDd-Mrcel fotmad, 166. 

Bourdaaui, major of, 98. 

Bow, St. Uary le, 888. 

Bown, AiKlraw BoMnaan Smnay, 61, 

6X 
Bowel, ear]., Gaorn, 87& 
BowlininaaD at NewcaiAla, 806. - 
Brand, Ite*. Jobn, 18; 
BraDdUng, nq., CfaarlN John, 169, IH. 




Bndgs, New.aiKl tireel, 70. 
BaiDOD— Newnitle. 7, TO; iron, at 
EgglcKliffe, IS; E]»M,2S; Ha^don, 
W, 96 ; Tbropion, 06 ; Alkndalp. 79 ; 
l^mblon, IMj Chester, 130; Union 
(cbstn;, 131; over Lhe AIne, I3t; 
IHptoD-burn, )S9 ; projerled (chaiu) 
M SbieJds, 183; Hexham (chain], 
1H4, IBS; Hepple (cbain), 196; 
nor Morpclli (chalD), 199, Stll ; 
D«ar Haiiwhisilg (wooden). 199 ; High 
Purd (nooden), £16 ; Fnniwellgale. 
eeS; Unk House, SSS; ScoUwood 
(chain}, eM.£95; Morpeih.eM, S4I ; 
Whorlion, iM, 861 (chain), 3IH; orer 
thr Der»ent,ade; nor MilTord.gSS; 
near Stockton (chain), iSS; Black- 
well Foid, Sti^i Winch (cbiin),37l. 

Brockutt'i, Mr., Ifhiiry, 168. 

Brown, Mr.,Ja[nei, 16S. 

Bnintni.k, duke of, I8T. 

BruDiwick-place chapel, 199, E37. 

Brjan, M., Michael, I3& 
Sull-rinsi, ISO, ISS. 
Sulti bsrled, 147. 

~ 1mer, Mr., William, e6I. 

}uTdon,'Sir Thomaa, 197. 



HI. 



Bulchera' mvhets.SI, S 



Cidc, Mr., John, 30. 

Camps, 7,a.-<. 

Canal and Cot al Stockton, M, £88. 

Candidalea, 400. 

Cam, Mr., W.lliam, 135. 

Carham, lolunieersal, tb. 

Carr, esq., Thomas William, £50. 

Carr, William, strong man, 1S7. 

Carliol tower and Street, 156, 163. 

Carl;le, Rew.J. D.,EO. 

Caroline, queen, I3S. 

Cannon balls in Pilgrim.street gate, 10 ; 
Iterwich, 61 ; Carliol tower, 6S, 181 ; 
flred into tialeshcBit,7* ; Newgale, ISe, 

Casnn's. Hcv. Mr., exemption, 236. 

Castle of Newcastle, 60, 66. 

Catholic, tt Roman. 

Cemetery, WcstBBle-hill,S65,E68. 

Centenarians, ta Longetny. 

Chambers, Sir Robert, IS. 

CnarELs— Whitworlh, IS; Durham, 4 
£05; SoulhSfaielda,iS, IS4, IBS; Sui 
deiland, 66; Gibside, 6» i Stockloi 
73; NewcMtle,76, l£9, 159, I9e,e0' 
KM, £53, g«6, £83; Chester, 8C 
North Shield.s lOe, 109; Wooler, IK 
Humshaugh, IIS; Thinlon, lZ£;Goi- 
fonh, ItS; Heworth, IM; Lowick, 
lt£; Darllnetoo, l«d,£Oi,SIU; New. 
bollle, 181; Sadberp, 183; Rainlan, 
187; Blshopwearmouth, I89,t05, £61, 
£76; SbindiflV, I9B; Blylh, EDO; 



Coni»'llflb, £01 ; Stalndrop, £05, 
Olonkweannnulh, £07, S66 ; Wark- 
wortb.SOei North Cowton, £09; Hur. 
worth, SIS; Hexham, £17, SSI, £8£, 
341; Brandling place, e£t;Greenhead, 
££5; MorpeQi, £U ; AycllOb, £54; 
Berwick, £55; Ferryhlll, £66; Win- 
lalon, S76; Sealon Carew, £95 ; U>- 
worth. 301 ; Benwell, SOt.SM; North 
Sunderland, 306; Helton, 916; Oud- 
do, 351, 393; Hall Yarda.a8£. 

Charlotte, princeB, 108,117. 

Chamle;, Mr. William, IG. 

Charitiei, enquiry into, £64, 367. 

ChartreB,dukede,£57. 

Child atid letter found. £74. 

Chisel, an antique, 157. 

Cholera Morbui, SSi, 338, 340, 34S, 8W, 
347, 393. 

Clanny, Dr., 99, I4£, 151, S£e. 

Clarke, He*. Robert, 173. 

Clergy memorial, Slfci. 

Clock, Durham, 40; Sl.Nicholaa,l9S, £69. 

Cloth market, Newcastle, 858, 

Coach from Penrith, 385. 

Coalaflntwon-PercfMain, 10; Jar. 
row, 16; Bewlcke, 43, 54; South 
Shields, 55; Hetton, 154; Spriogwell, 
I9£; Gosfortn, £43; Vend, £61 ; 
Richmond shillinit, SS9, £98; from 
Scaham.305i Wald ridge, 308. 



1 Tyoen 



££. 



S.5S; FloddenFie) 



—at Bowadt 
S5; Heibaoi, 34, Ayd( 
44; North St '^ '" " 
60; Sunderland, til; Newcastle, bi, 
71 ; Chatton church, 78; Old Earle, 
79: Colliogwood MaiD.HS; Tunsiall, 
65; Morlh Shore, 9£; Monkwear. 
mouth, 93; Boldon church, 98; Heu 
ion, 101 i Flodden Field, tUS; Bed- 
lingion, 110; Collinitwood Main, 116; 
Monk Hesledon. 117; Tjrnemaath, 
1£1; Carley-hill. 13£; Stagshaw- 
146; Thriilinnton, 160j "' 



Law, 160; Mill 



, 184; 



1-hilI, 166; Halton Cheaters, 
170; Nortb Charlton, 170) castle of 
Newcastle, 17£; Feathericone caMle, 
175 ; Hartbum, 183 ; IVnemoutb, 
£09; Hayiton-hlll,S13i Millflrld-hill, 
£16; Villa Real, £18; near Srabara, 
£lt>i Seaham,££6; Sunderland, S36; 
1.0W Friar-nreet, Newcastle, £66; 
near Hexham. SSS; Tynemouth, £8£; 
Heiham, £88; Hiuh-bridge, 301; 
Sundcrtand, S6B; Durham abbey, 
— " ■JichoUs' church, 399, 



w siWei 



104. 



Wallaend, 16; HebbiirD,e5; Oxcloae, 
£5 ; Killiogwortb, ST i Hsrraton. 
40, Killingwortb, 47; Felling, 66; 




Ibr iMMNi, IIT{ il^iiKM Aa cMto> 
uBBin. i-fv: (wmoNk wAj Hvl dnl, SHi »■■« w Mi ftw, Ml ; 
MMvlMt HMon, IMt /hiw. chunk aMMtU, HI i aitanl^Hll, 
UatTonIn Mats, 1*T| Bnrartk, >»: paMMila,«i|>taitlfarm^ 
1«1 Bm««1I, n>t Imlin M7i *»idMMrrTCpaln4ilit««l*m- 
IMMk «») Jumr, IIC; Howh- pilnd, flTti Mmdl ekwbw, a»i 



IMms «») Jumr, IIC; Hoi«h- 
tM, ni; nUdnMoB, ni t Tom- 

Sr IUb, UBi KiUlomitb, Wl ; 



QriUigvMd, (dnlnl lort, BS. 
CtlliBgmied.Mnit, BO, H. 

CWMM4aB,flB,8a,iaa. 




._. __._. _ , oMTadd, 69; James Rotiinton, TB; 

Co — - I wif , ConK ef. IBa. JohBlfom,99; Adam Yu-kcr, 100; 

OiBllWi.a8MM.40l. Dldn. IH; Wmiim Purrii, 118,218, 

ClMDaiii»,UB,SlL aOt,a7; Joba Margin, 133; Benja- 

CMkMNt, MO., ImmJm., H,aBS. Brfd StMkeT, 1 te ; Jtme* Brown, I& ; 

OaekHO. m^., CbtGlopbcr, SB^ aag, WUIUm UcndenoD, Sli ; Archituld 

MB. BMdarton.SlS; Wllliun 8cotl,306; 

GMkaM, Mq-ilBMcyaaotc^MB. BngfaSnitb.SOg; George Clark, 377 ; 

CJMmn coniu. M, B7. Thoaw* Smilnk "7. 

Ooorn^ Sir Tbonu, Bt. flll, BBO. Edamnd't, SL chual,aK. 

Corn ta« pMttiont. BO, W. Edwwd I. at Durban, ses, 

CoMay a]BdHHMC*,6B. Edwanli' Chi, 9S0i 

Cotdwdoer*' precawloB, 186. Udwud^ Dr. IM. 

Coiillbanl,Hr.,HSi hkesan.toi, E«l, a ramarfcabiT UMa,n9. 

CK«ai,9e,B8. ™ - *. » . _ 
Crows DMt and tna, lOi. 

Cnllaji Ocorga, asq-iTt. , .. . 

CDitom boDM lnaDeh,S8. and portrait of, 98; eroalad an san, 

IBS; ■oium UMd altar hb lordUdp, 

D. lTB,aoih cotpomtiaa wbacrfba to tba 

DariiMtoD, towD hall, St ; alau-boiuaa, Eldoa Taatfnionlal, frccdoin ot Biirtol 

laij Ughtnl, >S4i rqoiciDpatSei: lo,SM,SBT. 

Brit clwnion at 408. EUhaiili,lont,aDd«abiiitacT^85. 

Daftem, William, triad, 970. EUlaeo, Min, uardad, SSO. 

"' ** Elwick diuich lapalrtd, 77. 
Elawlck ibot lowar, BOl 

.--,--, . Entry, Mr, John, I4ill 

Don, Ur. Balpb, SBB. Eu^ad.bnoch bank U, 817. 

DatoTal,laid,»i Edward Hnwrr. 85. Englna, Hr. BlenUnvp't, 74. 

Dfapnia)7,at Nonta8talaldt,Ui AIn- EdlDgloii,aDtartaJDiMiuat,(SB.' 

«4ck,91. ExEcunon— ^ NmnnlU, llama* 

Dbappaaranca of John IIart*u'% SOI ; Clare, SB i JanM 0'N«ai, 10! : Chaa. 

oTldr. Gibaoa,S94. Smith, IDS; Juia 3uotmm, 844; cx- 

DiMUlarr.aii lUidl, 147. pram auradlng, 81B.— ^f Ihtrtam, 

J>odu,19, 110. John CarlatoD, 10, John Moan, 16; 

Dog, attachment of a, 8S. Eiehaid Mttealh, SB; John OtbIk, 

Dot^adaj, Robert, nq., IBS. lOlj Oaorp AUhmon, IIS; Jofaa 



lES ; Htntj Andtttati, ll^ 
t P»l. ]b\ i Tbamss CUrLe', 

John Wmlkcr and Matk Sharp, 

869; John HBirijon, 370; ThomM 
WilMHi, John Brsdy, Andrew MilLtr, 
Andrew L>iifil»>d,and KobertEvans, 
371 ; SMphen Browne, Arihur Hewi 



B, D»vic 



I, Ann E 



_._ ... _._ , ,_.__ Middletnn, 

STSi W. JobliDir, S88. Al MorpHk, 
John Scoii, 9 ; Martin O'U ryan, 39 ; 
John Boyd, 47 ; JoKph Charlion, 1 IB : 
John Wtlhinson. and William Sui 
UalhiTJnglOD, IW; Mark Lav 
•Dd WlltiaroCurrie, 14^. Al Berwick, 
Grace OrlSla and Margaret Uryden, 
ISfl. 



Piirlei, Mr, murdered, 361), 3Sa, 

Falrt,£l,l96,Sei. 

falHone church, 187. 

Fell, rMd through (he, ISO. 

Venwick, lleulenant-colonel, 386. 

^errlea, ileam, ISS, !H. 

Ferrj-hiir, chapeli al, E66. 

Fever- house, in RecoTerv. 

riKht,apri>e, 170. 

Fire Office, North Brillth, g06. 

Firc-VDrka and boy killed, 99. 

Vtmaal NtvcaMlli and I'U Ntishbourhood 

' —at Hawki'. 7, II, 13; OuMhurn, 
II, !5; three tenia. U: iloop Elita, 
S3; Bell'a-caurt, KSi Gateshead, BT, 
&E,i36, SaO, 378; BtgE-market, S9; 
While Cross, Sfi; New Pand on -street, 
64; Uoalej-itrett, 70; WeHimte- 
Blreet, 74 1 CU»ri ng- place, 75 ; Pud- 
ding.chare, 101; ship Fljln the Tyne, 
106: •hip Hartford iu the Tyne, 
111( Oiiseburn, 139; Close, 139; 
OuMbura, U7; WeslgaM-hill, 156 i 
Gallowgale, 159; Fonh-streel, 164; 
North urn be rland -street, 169 ; ship 
Famana, 171 ; Headof the Side, 186 ; 
Gellowgate, IB9; Horniby'i chare, 
197; Ouseburn, HO; Blue Anchor- 
chare, S17; All Saints' churcb, SSS) 
Close, !30i Gateshead Fell church, 
S47; Pandon-bank, K>8 ; Angas's. 
court, S7i; GrindoD.chare, SOfi; Foot 
of the Forth Banks, 346 ; Quay, ST7; 
PandoD-dein.SSO; Orchard -tireel,3^ 
At euriow Ptoi.- Berwick, 4, 70, Si, 
17S; Harbolile. 7; Old Town. 9; 
Durham, 18; North Shields, 19, SI, 
101, 103, 179; South Shields, £0, £5, 
33, 70. !59, 340; Alnwick, «4, £05; 
Merry Shields, S7 ; Enit Lilburn, 39 ; 
Heiham, 40 ; Gosforth-houw, 40 ; 
neiti BBrnanlctitle,*4, ISO; Walvtick, 
fl!; GosTarih, M; Herringion. S3; 
Butierby, 96; Brinkburn, 100; ship 
VOL. II. 4 



EX. -iOt 

Flora. 101, at Sunderland, lES, 147, 
Ids, 197,358; Darlington, 104; Hei- 
ham, 115; Weitoe, lae; Monkseatnn, 
133; Stockton, 133, £23; Heworth, 
135, 145; Seaion UelaTal, I4S; 
Moonley Bank*. 156; Carr's-hill, 171 ; 
near Bywell, 173; Tweedmoulb, ITS, 
£74; Cfaesier-Ie-streel, 179,905; Balk- 
well, 181; Elal-mlll, 183; Dukes- 
fleld, ISSi Lonning-buni, 195; Scoti- 
wood, 196; Hcndon-lane, SOI; Lang- 
tey,gl7; Snipe-bouse, SlH; Lanion- 
house, 850; MDnkwearmouth, g5S, 
339; HiRh Warden, £58; Low Aug. 
enoti, S64; Hedhouse farm, £67; 
Swilwell, SS4: Warkworth church, 
£85; Pretson farm.Sil; Selaby-hall, 
936; Riling Sun, 372; ship Cumber- 
land, 383 ; Tanlield Moor suith, 384. 
Fl<h markets, 157. 189, S50, E7S, S80. 
fj^b, in a ttone, 172; knife in i, 179 ; 

spectacles in a, 1B9. 
Floods— 33. 33, 46, 47. 96, 1 13, 178, 1BI> 

aOI, 909, SSO, S57, SG£, SBS. 
Forth. Mfraau at the, 379. 
Fossil trees discovered, !6B. 
Freedoms presented tn — earl Percy, 39 ; 
eirlCrey,S3; lord Coningwood, 63; 
lord Eimoitth and Sir David Milne, 
104; duke of Norlhumherland, 114; 
duke of Sussex, 159; the lord bishop 
of Durham, 907 ; duke oF Wellington, 
911 ; mirquii of Londonderry, 913; 
earlorEldon,857; lord Edward Fila. 

Free Maso'ni, 59, 60, 85, 1 10, 194. 

French emigrant clergy, 10. 

FHars Goose, alTniy at, 354. 

Friends' meeting house, 165; lojalty ot 



Fuller, Dr. John, 189. 



Gangwavi fat steam-b 
Gaof 



IPof^ew! 



'cutle, prisoner leaps front, 
, 147; ■■ 



porlculllsor, 169: found- 
if, 163; flninhcd, 384. 
Gaol of Durham,^ ; old lakendown, 139. 
Garner, Mr. Isaac, 75. 
G*B, Newcastle lighted witli, 109 ; tanks, 
I9«; explosion, Irii; Stockton lighted, 
130; North Shields, 131 ; Berwick, 
148; explosion, 144; Durham lighted. 
170; Sunderland lighted, 171 ; South 
Shields, 199; St. John's church light- 
ed, 915; new works at Soulb Sbielda. 
951 ; St. Nicholas' church clock light- 
ed, 969; Darl in Eton lighted, 9B4. 
Gascoigne, Mrs. Elizdbeth, 997. 
Gateahead, Fell, a rectory, 511 ; new 
174; organ, 175; rectory 
19; Rrc in new ch arch, 947. 



410 



smwau 



OiiMiiPt 9l Ed»nid'tchtptl,88; 
MalBii gtaaviiidow, 115; B«w oMUi, 
ni t teondtrlMi I75| mtm trndf 180; 
iMufcUM ci»ek« 199; tlrMtt 
181 1 pnl oTbtUibMOs rvlbraiMU 
' at» 894; 8m 



■•-■—■■■■ — » "^-p — -— —J ■>• i_ 

808. 
O Mi g pi III.. Ml Jrt>nt,<8 ^ 48; iMir 

cnttiVf A8 ; Ui IntcnMiity 198* 
Otonw I Vat nwipifclinirf ifff s mm 




cvanu7f INF ; m* mnnanny isd* 

Momp I Vat ptttrtJliimBj 187; cofOBA- 
lloa» 188; In Berwick itNidt, 181 ; n- 
BhMtfyy 840; dMtl^ 818; intcnntnt, 

OIW8ik diMpti 9nd cotoniBy 88* 
^' ^ ■ ' Ut Mr* Jobiiy miMd itaa win- 
,80U918,8BS. 
I, Mr. CtariM, 188. 
OlteOH, Mr. TboiMt,884te 
MMfMt moor dlridod, 108. 
09MPt*a, Mr.y dbcorery, 178. 
^' ikcrt' procMrioB, lOOL 
dBkoor,80lli 

I Mr.y foand dfod,Mid attMll* 
^ytof >do|^8ft. 
Oniwprt Mr. nidMrdy 944| 888» 888^ 

808. 
Onf« Mr. Oooffe^ poffStort 188. 
OtM'ii btnoooib 194. 8l8i 818. 
vnjf fforipdfsth off 88L 
OiMftrir Boiir7,8ft. 
Onj, c«rl» m — ti ii gi in cboffqiMoce of 

tko iwiMMtioa ol; 868, 856 ; bit mc«p- 
- tf^nlotbonoitMOl; sddrsis io» 808. 
9nff JcftBf Mr jwrimyi 878^ 
G wyi ua d eburco, 1 15. 
Orocen' and Spleen' coaBpon j, 880. 
Ooiiiras round in robbitb, 91. 
Oaniiowder, eiploiioii of, ISO. 
Oiutard, Tbomat, diober to, 170^ 

H. 

Hackney coechee, 171, 198. 

Hail, shower of, 89S. 

Harrtooo, Mr. Robert, 11. 

Hartlepool, pier, 06, 71 ; bonca of deer, 
70; docks, railway, and pier, 68. 

Hartett, a late, 1. 

Hay and itnw markets, 178. 

Haalitt, bung in chains, 875. 

Hedley, Joseph, murdered, 189. 

Henderson, Dr. William, 214. 

Henderson, George, killed, 844. 

Hermits, licenses to, 906. 

Heron-itreet, Newcastle, 85. 

Heron, Mr., killed, 877. 

Hettoft, an affray at, 85S. 

Haworth, coins found, 74; newebapel, 
184w 

HsxBAM, lighted with oil, 180; acots* 
cbnreb at, 188; fair, 196; catholic 
cbapels, 217, 231, 982, S41 ; part of the 
eburch falls, 226 ; ancient stones found, 
989; lighted and watched^ 988; first 
•laotlonat,40]. 



High-bridge, discoTcries in the, 801. 
HiGla,St.,So 



South Shields, 65. 



HiodswnBf MlHi, 188b 

Hiita«^,lA^898. 

Hodpqp , Mr. So lowwy ■ ; Mn,^ I88L 

Haljliud,108^8fra. 




kMii and two drlenSt bMhadtoio 
DanHtiMp 81 ; and Mft kOtai. 4^ 
47: takafHgblp888. 

HMcttltafil oodalfy 178^ 

HoipilB]^ NiweMUa,0^ 108^ 188. 



of,88j Mid 
•d.198. 
Ha|^Miii,880. 
HaIloek.rfrJoknt9BO. 
Hurrlcanea, 80^879 108. 
Hurwortb church sad aehoolpSOC 
Hntcbinaon, Mr., MaMrian, 79. 
Htttehinaon, J. and !•» OMntlcradt 8991 
Hmton, Dr. and Mra^^ 187* 

I. 
inumlnatloaiL 8|9B» 79^ 88^ 8I» 188. 
Iapreas» at Naiataaila, IS; kea lawb 14. 
Incendiary lattart S88u 
Independent cbapeli^ 108^ 844. 
InAmt SdMiol^HMk 
InOrmary at Nawcaalla^ 8^ 71» 141 ; fbr 

the ay% 140 tat Sondariand, 117. 
Ingham, asq., WllUaB« 71* 
lngban,aiq.9 Bflbafttalactad Kaoonlar* 

of Darwickf 866; first repnamtattva 

for South Sbidda, 408. 
Innii^ Geofge, escape of, 46L 
Infaiion, alarm of. 19. 
Ireland, duke of Nortbiunberlaiid lard 

lieutenant of, 241 ; inaurmnca on plaast 

and departure, 948. 

J. 
Jackson. Mr John, his treat, 818. 
James, Henry, tried and pUkiriady 871. 
Jameeon, Tbomaa,angimv«r, 878. 
Jarrow slake trial, 870. 
Jerusalem temple, 146. 
Jobling, banged and gibbettad, 888. 
John's, St., church, 215, 888. 
John's, St.. chapel, 252, 806. 
Jonea, F^ul, the pirate, 878. 
Jubilees, celebrated, 48, 49^ 818. 
Jubilee schools, 56, 141. 
Judges, leaTe Newcastle, 980; arrite 

from the west, 842. 
Judge, a French, at Newcastle, HA. 

K. 
Keelmen, Impressed, 14 ; riot, 89 ; strike 

work, 154» 155; trial, 175; riot, 879. 
Kemble, Stephen George, eeo., 148. 
Kent, Mr., and velocipede^ 147. 
Keswick estate^ 868. 
Killiogwortb, races at, 951. 
King, Mrs., 148. 
King's meadows, races on, 978, 800,881. 



LUDbcTI'i leap, kccidcntali El 3. 
Lamblon, Williim, eH|., 370 luWb 
Lambton, John George, nq. , crealEd i 

Eeer, gt5 ; annlTcrury of hie suii'i 
inh-day, 837. 
L>*mbtt>n park racet, 1 
w. f- •" " - 

Leaies tan 

Leopold, pilnce, IH. 

i^tlen, eini^ulDr. t8b, 359, SSS. 

Lihrarr, Sunderland,?; South Sh'aldi 

le ; North Shields, 88 ; Durbam, 131 

Mr. Brockelt's, 168. 
Licvnws, S6B. 
Life-boats, !t, tO, 1 10, 140. 
Lighlhousei, II, 32, &&, 61, IS5, IM. 



t, EU, 3 



Lime-klliu, iccidi 



t, SOti, 360. 



ei, 158 ; 



nfct]! tamp, 143; museum, 151 
■don laid by the Duke of Sus 
cait of Milo, id? ; mamm;, i. 

Londonderry, maiquii of, 813i Seaharu, 
£31 i escape of, 260 ; new road, iff}. 

Long, Dr. Luke, 18. 

LoNaiTrry — Mary Brown, John t'arrer, 
8i Ann Wilion, 4; Mar|nrct Kob- 
(OD, Eleanor Crowe. S: John Bud- 
ditr, 9; Alice Catr, 10; William Mor. 
rii, George RobH>n, 18; Ann Turner, 

m; Ann farkin, SU ; Mrs. Uu 

S3; Sarah Stephenson, Edward Law. 
Bon,»: Mrs. K>dd,85; Ann Diiou, 
8K; Barbara Coas, Ann Maddiwn, 
Hanuah Gordon, £7; John Hunter, 
J, Moore, «9; Hodgson, Marcarei 
Glanlon, 31; Eliiabeth Bicketl, 
38; John Itamny, Kobert Meltille, 
William Robley.34; Ann Aneus, 35; 
ntsry Graham,' Jane Orean, labeltj 
Mindeville, Dorothy Turnbull, 37; 
Isabella Haunim, Mn. Hodgun, 39; 
Sarah Hudson, 18; John Tattiwn, 
i3; Mn. Huntley. Mr. Watuu, 
John Ituihrrford. 50 i Matthew Hull, 
Maty Walker, bl; Uaricarei G.iw- 
land, 68; Mary Poller, St; Mr«. 
DouglB3.&S; Andrew Bowniaki-r.UIj 
Mary Wolfe, Elilabvlh Hall, her mo- 
•'■— — -■ ■— '-T, 67; Tibby Allan, 



Thomui 
key, laai 



' Jackson, Kiel 



I Bent 



Eleanor Smith, 61 ; Surah Gibson 
John Audenoii, il«i Catherine Ail 
bed, 65: Alice luraer, Mirnrti 
Clark, 66 ; Isabella »iarp, 69; Wil. 
liam Snowdon. William Gantney 
Sarah Robson, 71 ; TliiKnaB Hunter 
78; Cuthbert Vusey, Mary Gold, 73, 
Ann Rutherford, William Bell. 74 
Mti. RichRrdKin, 7i ; Hugh MacUinp 



ill, 



77: John Yarruw, Margaret Tours 
Mary Taylor, TS ; Mary Peartan, 79 
Mrs. Johnson, Ann Corby, Witlian 
Robson, 83; Ann Dannell, Wiltian 
MIddleton, Mary Tulio. Man Porch 
86, Eleanor Gibson, 
James Sheriff, Mrs. Thompaon, Elea- 
nor Charlton, her brothers and sister, 
sn ; Stephen Walum, Jane Maddison, 
Mary Partdiion, Ann Cumming, 89 ; 
Mrs. A llan, 91 ; Bridget Mabon, 98 ; 
Ann Appleby, Alice Blacketl, 07; 
Ann Carpenter, Mary Hendeiwn, 
Thomas Coulwn. Ann Smith, John 
Wallace, Mary Richardson, 98 ; Do- 
rothy Philips, Jane Web9[er,g»; Mar- 
^ret Archer, ICil ; William Elliott, 
JaneJowsey, 103; Eliiabeth Brode. 
rick, 103; John Lamb. William Wil- 
tiamson, Isabella ThomDaon. 101: 
Margaret Stallbrd. Ai 



John 



k,105; Maraaret Cundell,lDS; 
iurs. Heron, 105: Sarah Forster, 105; 
John Maclay, Eliubeth Cams, Ralph 



Moulter, Thomas Morrison, Marica- 
retLowery, Inbella Bumsides, 107; 
Jobn Armstrong, 106; Margaret Da- 
vison, Mary Young, Hannali Robin- 
son, Thomas Kwarl, Mary Usher. 
109; Jane Macdonald, Hannah and 
Jamei Bell, Ann Hamilton, 110; C»- 
iheriae Ulchardby. 114; Mn. Potts. 
116; Etiiibeth Clarke. 117; Alder 
Penman, Marfraret Punrii, David 
Watwn. Mary White, Eleanor Tur. 
n<.r, 118; France! Water. Eliiabeth 
Gny. Peter Green, 180; Mary Fer. 
Buson, 181 ; Kobert Mills, John 
White. John Stephenson. John Ander- 
son, Catherine Clark, lUibvrt Roan, 
185; Mrs. Kenli>h, 186; Benjamin 
Gamett, 188; Margaret Lee, 139; 
Mary Carr, 130; Jane Rotberford, 
Ann Simpwin. Jane Hall, 131 ; .Mar- 
eih Dryden, 



I 



luhella Arn 
(hall, 1.13; A 



. Han 

le, 135 ; Bari 



Marfan, Mts. Slaulon, 14o; Samuel 
Geurge. lUi; Catherine Green, Wil- 
liam Mills, 153; Jamci llderion, 159; 
Mary Robson, lubella Uurn, 166; 
Jane Young, Jane Downie, 16»; 
Thomas GmunJ, 170; Mis. E. Carr, 
Eliaabelb Kirkley. 170; Mrs. UubH>u, 
171; Ann Uall. 173; Jane Claxton, 
Jane Wayman. ITS; Eliiabeth Gres. 
ory, 179; Ann Jamieson, IblO; Cbriv. 
llan LoDit, 191 ; Grace Cummins, 
Elipuh Mannen. 183: Mary Barnes, 
184: Mary Vi-rdy, 186; Margaret 
Nicbolt. 187 : Jane RiUberfurd, Abi- 
gail Gray, Ib9; Kliiubeih Brown, 



ill 



1NDCX. 



Hannah Mkldlctoo^MMt Alton, 194 ; 

Jmm Younff. 196 ; John Dr«w, and 

Tbonuts Fletcher, and family, Jane 

Drrdcn, 196 ; Nicholas HaawcU, Jane 

Robaon, 199; Parkinton Wouldhave, 

tUO; WiUiam Ocddet, 803; J. Green; 

flOft; Catherine Moralee, 809, 961 ; 

Tbomaa Graham, 81S: EUiabeth 

Kolberford, 8U ; Ann Usher, 815 ; 

Alexander English, 816; John Clay, 

fl8; IsabelU Eddy, 819; Thomas 

Thompson, 880; Ann Taylor, 888; 

Matthew Pratt, 885; Alice Gibson, 

t44; Robert Davidson, 850; Joseph 

0awson, 854; Rosetta Coats, 855; 

Thomas Thompson, 857; Aon Mus- 

craTe, 861; Ann Drybourgh, 867; 

£Uiabeth Mauffhan, 871; Ann Wat; 

■on, Francis I^nkin, 875 ; EUsabeth 

Hodgson, 876; Sarah Clark. 877; 

Ann Erskine, 880; George Stobart, 

tB4 ; Ruth Hays, 885 ; Margaret Fen- 

wfek,896; Robert Bolam, S05 ; Hugh 

Smith, IsabelU Smith, 809; Elisabeth 

Robson, SS4; EUsabeth Ueadley, 

887 ; James Lee, 848 ; Mary Dees, 

868; Elisabeth Coulaon, 886. 

l4>nghorsley church, 189. 

Looguewtou church, 81. 

IxMh, esq., James, elected recorder, 856. 

liumlev effigies, 985. 

IfUnardi's balloon, 877. 

jLjoch, count, at Newcastle, 98. 

M. 

Machine for the Wear, 64. 

Mackensie, Mr. Eneas, 948. 

Maison de Dieu, 167. 

Man, a rery large, 878. 

Manchester meeting, 183. 

Margetts, John, disappears, 801. 

Markets, at Newcastle, butchers*, SI ; 
wheat, 66; regeuble, 67; fish, 157, 
189; hay and straw, 178 ; cattle, 879 ; 
awine, 368; SunderUnd,154, 176,850, 
880 ; Stockton* 178 ; Alnwick, 875. 

Marshall, blind Johnny, 133. 

Marshall, Mr. John, 187. 

Martin, Mr. William, /7At2ofopA«r, 81. 

Martin, Mr. Jonathan, incendiary, 841. 

Martin, Mr. John, painter, 250. 

Mary's, St., parsonage-house, 370. 

Masons, see Free. 

Matfin, Thomas, comes to life, 130. 

Mayor, fraccu on choosing the, 39S. 

Meadley, G. W.^esq., 117. 

Mechanics' institutions, 172, 180, 302, 
866. 

Mkdals and Premiums— to Mr. Hen- 
ry Greathead, 9 ; Mr. William Wat- 
son, 22 ; Mr. William Taylor, 25 ; 
Mr. Luke Clennell, 44; Mr. Isaac 
Jopling, senior, 56 ; Mr. Isaac Jopling, 
junior, 61 ; Mr. Thomas Machell, 67; 
reT. Mr. Haggitt, 67; Mr. Willism 



Backhonae, 78 ; Bfer. Ttomaa Whii«, 
78 ; Mr. Edtrard Backhooae , 81 } Mr. 
William Maftiii,81 ; Dr. CtonAj,8Q{ 
Mr. John Daviaoo, 110; Mr. John 
Common* 118 ; Mr. Aodiww Morum* 
148; Mr. Henry Marshal, Itt; Mr. 
Thomas Wilson, 806; Mr. John Scott, 
814; Mr. Tbomaa Fiyer Raaaao, 888 ; 
Mr. John Martin, 850; Mr. John 
Reed, 851 ; Mr. Thomas G. Wi%ht» 
876. 

MeUon, manor of, 858. 

Members first returned nnder the R»* 
form Bill, 401. 

Mendicant, barbarity of a, 878. 

Mendicity society, 895. 

Merchants, new hall for the, 157. 

Methodist, an original, 188. 

Mlldert, Dr. Van, installed, 196 ; eonae- 
crates Shincliflh chapeU 199; visiu vari- 
ousto wns, toysjthe foundation ofWtnla- 
ton church, and presented with the free- 
dom of Berwick, 806, 807 ; cooaeeratea 
Winlaton church, Greenhead chapel, 
and St Jokn'a ehurch, 884, 885, 864 ; 
the cleigy nMmorialite, 868. 

Militia, Northnmberiand, 75. 

Militia, whimsical enmpdoa from, 886. 

Miller, the carrier, shot, 144b 

Miraculous, ass PreserfatkNU. 

Mitchell, Mr. John, 119. 

Mitford, Mr. John, 887. 

Moises, rer. Hugh, 88. 

Montagu, Mrs., 4b 

Moors and Commons, 9. 

Moot-hall, Newcastle, 50, 61. 

Morpeth gaol, 149; bridge, 854, 841. 

Mummies presented, 140, 874. 

Murders— a father and son, 889 ; Mr. Ni- 
cholas Fairies, 865 ; Paxton, 990. 

Murders, the perpetrators not discoTcred* 
Isabella Young, 93; Joseph Hedley, 
189 ; John Errington, 354. 

Musical festivals, 86, 178, 378. 

Music Hall, Newcastle, 865, 288. 

N. 

Natural History Society, 859. 

Nelson's victory, 7 ; funeral, 86. 

Neville's cross, 368. 

Newbottle, chapel at, 181. 

Newburn, school, 155 ; church, 805; cho- 
lera at, 333. 

Newcastle, history of, Brand's, 29 ; Bail- 
lie's, SO; Grey'js, Bourne's, 169; Mac- 
kenzie's, 342. 

News, wonderful, 5, 6. 

Newspapers, Tyne Mercury, 10; Ber- 
wick Advertiser, 34 ; Durham County 
Advertiser, 86 ; Durham Chronicle, 
126; Sunderland and Durham Ship- 
ping Gazette, and Mercantile Adver- 
tiser, 288; Sunderland Herald, Shields 
and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser, 901; The Albion,or Shields, 




nd, ei ; 

99 j (UlDGd gUu 
window. aOI ; clock liftblrd, «69 ; eii. 
doKd, 31S ; TounK min killed, Ml; 
Mwple in dinKCr.SU ; gnu belt.STl i 
danKfraua M*lr, ind discoTenn, SB9, 

Nonjurors and i'aplso, 37S. 

Nonhern AndcTnj.ia Aru. 

Nonbern CountiH dub, i^. 

Nonhern Diienhot, ITS. 

Nonbern Joint Slock b«nk, 393. 

Northumberlind, duke of, Tiiundi ■ 
school, 6£; bis ponrmit, 99 ; tenantrr 
cotumn, 100 ; dealb of, 107 ( duke oF, 
preaented with Treedom, I Hi death of 
theducheu, 129; laya the foundit 
of Motpeib ftaol, I IS ; erecuaicbi 
16a ; reprcKnUli*eaf hii majeity, IS3; 
addreuio litO; lord -lieu tenant of Ire. 
land, S«l ; plate and depanure, £19; 
lubfcribes to erect Ibe Assembly 
Roams. 376, 

Nonfaumberland militia, 70. 

Northumberland and Newcastle caTBlry, 
IB5{ recetre (heir coloon, IS8 ; aeiie 
rialtri, I5ii receive thanki, IS^ipre- 



called ui 



hclrj 



Old flesh m 



O. 
, names of, t6S. 
Olipbant, JameA. tried, S7£>. 
Onnge Boven, 76. 
Organs, 171, 175, £S7, SSO, 373 
Ossuliton'a. lord, birth- 



Plague, the, at Newcasire, 328. 

Plate prnented to— Sir M. Wblle Rid- 
ley, 69: Sir H. Da*T, 107; Mr. St*- 
- - 109 1 Mr, Brandling, 160; 

.ore, 171; Mr. Pcogillj, 
836; Mr. Ctenneil, 271 ; Mr. Insle. 
dew.iaa; Mr. Green, £97; re>. Mr. 
Collinson.es?; rcT. W. Turner, SOb; 
Mr. Far>;lh,3Ui; Mr. BrII, SHI. 

Politl»lunionB,3l3.3eO, 301, 392. 

FoDtelandcburch, 60; Toaa,SB5. 

Portcullis of the Gaol, 162. 

Fostem-gate. 86. 

Pott-olDca, NewcBEtle, 385. 

PotUT-gate tower, 88. 

Fau»vATioKit, u IB* CD Lou^- George 
Innis, U; Mr, Simon, 17; at Jea- 
mond, 61; Anhur Marlham, ISt ; 
John Wilton, 13Si Mr. Charlton, 16ti; 
John Chisholni, 209 ; ntar Walbottle, 
tib ; at Nonh Shields, £36 ; Williitn 
Taylor, Silt; abrewet.£57i Marquis 
o( Londonderry, S60 ; Kslph HaawelJ, 
270 i Joseph Gardner, 270; Walker, 
310; Mr. Morton, 360. 

Price, M r. Joseph, suined glaas windows. 



Oi, It 



ive for Nonhumbcrland, 101. 
Durham, 31. 
Miss, ascends in a balloon, 3IS. 



Pallenou, Peter, 371. 

Peace.S, 9. 60,SI,8TJ, 

Pearelh, Mrs,, 113. 

Pease's, Mrs., almi-bouses, ISS. 

Pedestrians, 7i, 116, l&O, SSfi. 

Penances in Durbam cathedral, 368. 

FEBCT,carl, of age, 2T; free of Durham, 

32; presented with a ubre, 33; Isy? 

fotjodation of the ctunty courts, '" 

lad; Julia, 66; lord Algernon, of 

76 ; earl, his marriage, tOb. 



•ge, 



t Newcullr,8S. 



^is, WiIIiBtn, Sliml r%, I 



30a. 387. 



«. 



ii, earldom cl 



J, «7o, 803. 



QuBkers, nc Friends. 
Quay, Newcastle, eotrmnce widened, )67; 
loat plied on, 201; gangway erected 
^n,SU; chapel un, 252. 
Quay, North Shields, 163 ; gangway on. 



Usees, grand itand, 1; Mr. Cookwn, 
SI; sund fall), 68; Lambton Park, 
UI; Kreebuoter'sdeatb, 206; Killing 
worth, «ai ;Kin(('i' Meadows, 176, 300, 
561; Durham, S70. 
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aAilwiTt, Cftriide, 176. 86S. 888 ; Stock- 
too, 187. 807» 275 ; Hartltpool, 888. 

Rjiinbow, • lunar, 196. 

]UlM*t, rer. Mr., St.Cutlibtrt,808; ▼•- 
nerable Bcde, 800, 

BaIdc, taq„ Jooathan, opcnt Uw Spring 
AMiMfl, 118. 

Ranton, Mr., engraver, 888. 

Bavensworth cattle, il. 

Bceofdarahip of Newcastle, and Ber- 
wick, 868, 856. 

Boeorery, bouee of, 24. 

Bcdmanfaall church, 81. 

Bead, Archibald, e«]., hii fifth maforalty, 
890; entertains diitiuguisbed forelgn- 
. ers, 840; grand ball given by Mn. 
847 ; sixth mayoralty, 861. 

Bead, rev. J., vicar, 844. 

Bead, Mr. Robert, 134w 

Bcform Bill— meetings, 820, 821, 888, 
884, 856, 859; rojal assent, 868 ; cele- 
brated, 862, 866, 867,1890, 891 , 892, 894, 
895, 899; candidates under, 400; first 
icnreienutives under, 401. 

Btgisfetr Oflice, Durham, 182. 

Bcvlaws, grand, 4, 7, 8, 22, 35, 86, 48, 

Bcz vemu Russell, 175. 

Bichardson, Mr. Joseph, 14. 

Bichardson, Mr. William, 105,176. 

Blchmond shilling, 289.296. 

HUdeU's, Mr., X. Y, Z, 851. 

Bidley, Sir M. W., vase presented to, 
60 ; his death, 71 ; opposes the branch 
custom-house, 98 ; presents a painting, 
114; his son of age, 224. 

Bippou, Jsmes and John, tried, 875. 

Biots, at Sunderland, 5, 89, 102, 108, 
186 ; Berwick, 22 ; seamen, 94 ; North 
Shields, 124, 905; seamen, 154, 875; 
keelmen, S7i. 

Bitson, Mr. Joseph, 15. 

Boad, new, from Durham, 60. 

Bock, a, faUs, 201. 

Boddam, admiral, 84. 

Boman wall, 4, S02. 

Boman Catholics and Nonjurors, 872. 

Boman catholic relief bill, 246, 247. 

Boman catholic chspels, North Shields, 
106, 280 ; Darlington, 204 ; Durham, 
205; Hexham, 217, 231, 282, 841; 
Berwick, 255;Newcastle,281,S18, 834. 

Bussia, grand duke Nicholss of, (now 
emperor), 103; grand duke Michael, 
114; archduke Maximilian, 116. 

S. 
Sadler's balloon, ascent, 93. 
Sslmon caught, 85; spectacles in, 1B9. 
Sends, Mr. James, 380. 
Schools — Wearmouth, 41; Newcastle, 

86, 141, 185; North Shields, 57; 

Alnwick, 62; Durham, 70; Heigh- 

ington, 72; Newburn, 155; Wark- 

worth, 172. 
Scoia' churches, 64, 141, 186, 207. 



SeoUwood brfft, 205. 

Scott, Sir Walter, 896. 

Scott, Bav. Dr.,86,lIA. 

Scott, Mr. John, ananvar, 214. 

Scoi^ WUUam, CMBUfy, 806. 

Scriveners, company d^ 8I9L 

Seaham,8Sl,967,a05. 

Seamen riot, 94, 154^ 186, 806. 875. 

Shakespeare, centanaiy oif, 90. 

Shark, 82. 

Sharp, Orenvilla, csq.,7S. 

ShieU, Mr., the compoMr, 887. 

SaiKLns South, Ubraiy, 18; St. Hilda's, 
65; chapel, 184; lighted, 190; gaa 
works and act, 861; patitioo frcNO, 
288; first rcpreeeBtativc, 408. 

Shixlds, NoaTH, dispaiMary, 18 ; library, 
28 quay, 29; light bouse, 88; new 
oca, 85; light bousesb 55; school, 
57 ; duke of Aigjle,66 ; Scou' church, 
64; disturbance, 04; riot, 124 ; lighted, 
131 ; projected bridge, 183 ; YOung 
man disappears from, 801 x watchmen, 
828; asjittm,850; steam nrriai, 854 ; 
first represaatativa, 408. 

Ships launched, Bucephaliis,80; Isabel- 
la, 861; George Green, 871; dokaof 
Northumberland, 801. 

Shot, men— Thomaa Heroii, 48; John 
Bobeon, 66; Joseph Claxton, 184; 
James Miller, 144} fbur, at Siunder- 
land, 187; Andrew Ptocy, 808 ; Tho- 
mas Bell, 804; John Errington, 854 ; 
Cuthbert Skipsey,a67. 

Shot tower illuminated, 80. 

Simonbum divided, 115, 187. 

Simpson, Richard, tried, 871. 

Sinton, Mr., escape of, 47. 

Slaley, new church at, 360. 

Smith, Rev. John, vicar, 198. 

Smugglers' hole, 147. 

Snow storms, 158, 286. 

Sockburn, manor of, 195. 

Soldiers foundered, 5 ; upset 61. 

Somnambulist, a, 110. 

Sparrows* nests, 31, 206,214,220. 

Spearman, Gilbert, tried, 370. 

Spence, Mr. Thomas, 85. 

Squire, Tbomss, 377. 

Steam-Packeuonthe Tyne, 81 ; Hyl- 
ton Jolliffe, 205 ; United Kingdom, 
218; Tourist, 252; femes, 254, City 
of Edinburgh, 303. 

Stevenson, esq., William, 249. 

Stockdale, Rev. Percival. 62. 

Stocks, a joiner in the, 384. 

SrocKTON— canal, 59; lighted, 130 
railway, 143; mbrket, 178 ; railway, 
187; glass window, 216; railway, 267, 
275 ; chain bridge. 285; cut, 28B. 

Stone, toads in. 50, 70; fish in, 172; ask 
in, 202. 

Sioney, Mr., see Bowes 

Storey, John, and daughters, 47. 

Stormont's, lord, mamage, 260. 
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Stoimi at MS, 2, 12, 84, 64» 287. 

Scowell, lord, opposes the branch custom- 
house, and portrait of, 98 ; at Newcas- 
tle, 121 ; street named after his lord- 
ship, 170. 

Straker's, Mr., patent windlass, 261. 

Styca, • rare coin, 74. 

Suicides, Blenkinsop, 8; Marg. Poole, 
86; Martha Wilson, 104; John and 
Lancelot Younghusband, 117; WiU 
liam Custn, 379; David George Cla- 
ter, 381^. 

SuNniaLAND» riot,ft; lAraij, 7; Light- 
house, 1 1 ; act f«r paving, 50 ; machina 
64; Exchange 68; riot, 89; burial- 
ground, 118; inflrmarj, 117; hirings, 
and market, 154 ; lighted, 171 ; riot, 
186; theatre, 220: butchen* markets, 
250, 280 ; new bells, 271 ; coble upset, 
800 ; first printer, 874 ; first represen- 
tatives, 402. 

Sunderland, north, church at, 806. 

Surtees, Robert, eiq., rare coin, 102. 

Sussex, duke of, visits the North, and lays 
the foundation stone of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, 
152; visitsHowickandRaby castle, 226. 

Swallow, Joseph, tried, 872. 

Swimmer, Dr. Bedale, the, 804. 

Swinburne, Henry, caa., ISL 

Sykes, Mr. T. C.» ie£ 

T. 
Taylor, Mr. Henry, 150. 
Tempest, sir H. V., 78. 
Temple, New Jerusalem, 146. 
Theatre, accident iOy.169. 
Thomas', Sl, chapel, 807, 266, 274, 276, 

288. 
Thompson, Mr. Tbonms, 9, 98. 
Thompson, Mr. Benjamin, 247. 
Thompson, Mr. W. G., 840. 
Thorney-burn church, 115. 
Tbrockley, review on, 86. 
Thunder storms, 81, 88, 46, 46, 47, 66, 

88, 84, 129, 177, 261, 264^ 255, 257, 

808,876,892. 
Tides, high, 26, 68, 64, 70. 
Toads, in a wall, 60; in stone, 70; in a 

wall, 222. 
Tokens issued, 64. 
Town moor dispute, 285, 
Tragedies, Durham, 292, 298. 
Trees, horse shoe in, 27 : and nuts, 160; 

in the sea, 155; birds^ nests in, 206; 

petrified, 262. 
Trevelyan, Sir John, 218. 
Trimdon burial ground, 62. 
Trotter, Dr. Thomas, 898. 
Turner, rev. William, 204^ 886. 
Tyne hussan, 197, 884. 
Tynemouth, plan of, 28; skeletons, 

found, 28,86, 121; curious stones, 168; 

cemetery and curious epitaph, 246, 249; 

gates cloaed, 266. 



I Ttni apria, intense frost and divtniooa 
on, 77; first steam-packet on, 81; 
Agricola's fleet in, 122; Danish flaaia 
in, 128; low ebb. 176. 
Tyrconnell, countess of, 4. 

U. 
Union of England and Ireland, 4; of 

masonic lodges, 85. 
Union Sunday school jubilee, 816. 
Union Way, North Shields, 168. 
Unitarian chapel, 276. 
United secession church, 168. 
Usbaw, college at, 87. 
Usworth, chapel at, 801. 

V. 
Vases presented to colonel Sir M. W. 

Utdley,()9; lieutenant-colonel Brand- 

ling, 169. 
Vasey, Mr. William, 199. 
Velocipede, Mr. Kent's, 147. 
Vend, coal trade, 261. 
Vessels, lost, 2; under convoy, 8: lost, 

178; Betsey Cains, 200; GeorgeGrecn, 

271 ; Younghusband, 287 ; lost, 888. 
Victories celebrated, 7, 89, 76, 79. 
Viacira, battle of, 89. 
Voiuateers, 4, 7, 8, i7, 18, 81, 28, 8% 84^ 

86,46,66,69,186,128. 

W. 

Waggon train, 17, 88, 84. 

Walker, rav. George, 81. 

Wklker, captain, lost, 287. 

Walker, Mr. Edward, 808. 

Walker, Francis, tried, 8d9. 

Wallis, rev. Uicbard, 20)2. 

Walls of Newcastle, Pilgrim-street gate, 

10; Postern gate, 26; Westgatc,66s 

Carliol tower, 156; foundation of, 167; 

Newgate, 160, 175. 
Wallsend church, 82. 
Wark and other churches, 1 16. 
Warkworth, carrier shot, 144; acbooly 

172; chapel, 208; church on fire, 286« 
Waterspouts, 118,221. 
Waterloo anniversary, 100. 
Watson, somnambulist, 1 10. 
Watts, Mrs. Jane, 197. 
Well, escape fh>m a, 257, 860. 
Wellesley, defeaU the French, 89. 
Wellington, duke of, visits Durham and 

Northumberland, 209,210, 211, 218. 
Westgate, 65. 

Westgate hill cemetery, 265, 268. 
Wetherald, Rowland, 874. 
Whales, at Holy Island, 87,68; North 

Sunderland, 108 ; Cresswell, 161 | 

Fern Islands, near Berwick, 261 } 

Coquet Island, 897. 
Whickham, cemetery, 66. 
White cross removed, 89. 
^iKK«D| ^r., leaps from the gaol, 81. 
Wilkinson, Mr. Robert, 111. 



41C ixi 

WilJIam IV. procUlmcd, tn.tTS; eo- 

roTntlonor, SI). 
Will, ■ curioui, 369. 
Wilion, Ann. trird, 9'i5. 
Winijlui, Mr. S«ntCT'>, f6l. 
WindD>i, l> n*intd gUu, lU, im.tlJl, 

210, fSt. 
Winil •(tirmt. SO. ST, IDS, 14E, lU, 160, 

ITS. tst.«ai,i6«.es6,38i. 

Winlilan cburch, 807. IMi. 
WiichcnA, iriil for, 369. 
WitUJo citUi ■lid »uiu, 103. 



X, T, Z, Mr. Riddelt'i bi>ne,a 

Y. 

York, duke of, hit dnih, eOO. 
York aimnerbunii,8ii. 
Youngbuibtnd, J. (od L., commit fili- 
cide, il7. 

Vounghu&band, the >hip, lod, nr.j^^H 
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